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ABOUT        THE        COVER 


The  cover  design  was  drawn  by  Seth 
Segura  of  New  Iberia.  The  drawing  ac- 
companied his  essay,  "Louisiana  Sugar 
Production:  What  It  Means  to  Our  State 
and  to  Me,"  which  was  the  state's  first 


place  winner  of  the  Bicentennial  Essay 
Contest.  Seth  was  awarded  a  certificate 
and  $2,000  savings  bond  at  the  High 
Yield  Luncheon  in  New  Iberia,  which 
was  held  Sept.22. 


THIS        ISSU  E 


About  the  Cover  ..... . .. 1 

Up  Front  with  the  League . 3 

by  Charlie  Melancon 

Washington  Update 7 

toith  Don  Wallace 

Farm  Notes ♦. .............. ....... 13 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Environmental  Perspective .. ... . ......................... 15 

James  F,  Coeryer,  RE, 

The  Baton  Rouge  Line 17 

by  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 

Louisiana  Sugar  Production: 

What  It  Means  to  Our  State  and  to  Me 19 


by  Seth  Segnra,  Iberia  Parish 

1995  Louisiana  High  Sugar  Producer  Awards 22 

Classified  Ads , 24 


FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS. 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 
Case  IH  MAGNUM"  tractors 
working  fields  and  farms 
around  the  world.  And  with 
over  65  million  hours  of 
rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 
they've  proven  what  a  differ- 
ence durability,  reliability  and 
performance  can  make. 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 
tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 
215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 


diesel  engine  —  the  definition 
of  pure  agricultural  power. 
Not  to  mention  the  standard 
18-speed  full-powershift 
transmission  that  gives  you 
complete  control  of  18  forward 
and  four  reverse  speeds,  as 
well  as  an  optional  creeper 
transmission  that  adds  six  for- 
ward and  two  reverse  speeds. 
Yet  with  all  that  performance, 
there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 
fort. The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 


luxury.  From  the  economically 
designed  seat  to  the  smart 
layout  of  the  controls,  you're 
surrounded  with  features  that 
make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 
day's  work. 

If  you're  looking  for  a 
proven  tractor  with  all  the 
assets  you  need  to  maximize 
productivity,  be  sure  to  test 
drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 
don't  just  take  our  word  for  it. 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 
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UP        FRONT       WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


By  the  time  this  article  reaches  you, 
the  planting  should  have  been  ac- 
complished, for  the  most  part, 
premised  on  the  good  weather  condi- 
tions that  we  have  had  during  this  plant- 
ing season.  Some  of  you  will  already  be 
into  the  grinding  season.  As  I  dictate  this 
article,  I  am  tracking  Hurricane  Marilyn, 
which  is  presently  moving  northward.  It 
is  my  hope  that  Marilyn  visits  anywhere 
else  but  Louisiana  and  that  the  growers 
are  able  to  get  into  the  fields  at  harvest 
time,  under  good  conditions,  and  are 
able  to  have  erect  cane  to  cut. 

The  latest  proposal  submitted  by  the 
House  Agriculture  Committee  and  Spe- 
cialty Crops  Subcommittee  was  a  very 
simplistic  proposal  which  could  prob- 
ably have  been  written  on  a  3  by  5  index 
card.  The  message  that  was  continuously 
directed  to  the  industry  by  the  Ag  Com- 
mittee Leadership  was  the  need  to  re- 
form our  program  and  construct  a  pro- 
gram that  was  free-market  oriented.  It 
was  also  mandated  that  allotments  be 
deleted  or  sugar  would  not  be  a  part  of 
their  package. 

U.S.  Sugar  Policy:  Recommendations 
For  Legislative  Reform  In  1995 

Proposed  By  Domestic  Sugar  Producers 
of  the  United  States 
Sept.  6, 1995 

I.    Continue  "No-Cost"  Mandate 

In  1985,  Congress  enacted  permanent 
law  requiring  the  executive  branch  to 
operate  the  sugar  program  "at  no  cost  to 


the  federal  government, 
will  be  preserved. 


This  mandate 


II.  Eliminate  Marketing  Allotments 
In  1990,  Congress  authorized  the  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture,  under  certain  condi- 
tions, to  implement  a  system  of  supply 
management  for  the  marketings  of  do- 
mestically-produced sugar.  This  author- 
ity will  not  be  extended  beyond  the  cur- 
rent (95/96)  crop  year. 

HI.  Freeze  Loan  Program  Level 

a.  The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
sugar  support  loan  will  be  re-autho- 
rized for  a  seven-year  term  (1996- 
2002),  or  for  such  period  as  coincides 
with  other  USDA  price-supported 
crops. 

b.  The  loan  rate  for  raw  cane  sugar  will 
be  frozen  at  the  current  level  of  18 
cents  per  pound,  where  it  has  re- 
mained since  1985.  The  loan  rate  for 
refined  beet  sugar  (set  annually  to 
ensure  balance  between  sugarcane 
growers  and  sugarbeet  growers)  also 
will  be  frozen  at  the  current  (95/96) 
crop  year  level. 

c.  Current  discretionary  authority  will 
be  retained  which  permits  the  secre- 
tary to  adjust  loan  rates  in  response  to 
certain  circumstances,  such  as  ex- 
traordinary increases  in  production 
costs. 

d.  To  safeguard  the  "no-cost"  mandate, 
when  the  U.S.  sugar  import  quota 
level  has  been  set  by  the  secretary  of 
agriculture  at  the  minimum  access 


amount  required  under  the  GATT's 
Uruguay  Round  (1.257  million  short 
tons,  raw  value),  loans  made  by  the 
CCC  will  be  recourse  loans.  USDA- 
prescribed  minimum  payments  to 
growers  will  not  be  required  of  bor- 
rowers of  such  recourse  loans. 

e.  If,  at  any  time  during  the  fiscal  year, 
the  import  quota  is  set  or  announced 
above  the  Uruguay  Round  minimum 
amount,  CCC  loans  will  be  made  on 
a  non-recourse  basis,  in  which  case 
the  minimum  payments  to  growers 
will  apply.  Recourse  loans  in  effect  at 
the  time  of  such  import  quota  in- 
crease will  automatically  convert  to 
non-recourse  loans. 

f.  If  CCC  sugar  price  support  loans  are 
made  on  a  non-recourse  basis  at  any 
time  during  the  fiscal  year,  all  loan 
program  participants  during  that 
year  (whether  initially  made  as  re- 
course or  non-recourse  loans)  will  be 
required  to  make  minimum  pay- 
ments to  growers  at  levels  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  secretary  of  agriculture. 

g.  CCC  loans  will  be  made  for  three- 
month  terms,  renewable  at  the  option 
of  the  borrower,  up  to  a  term  of  nine 
months 

h.  The  domestic  sugar-producing  in- 
dustry urges  legislative  history  re- 
port language  stating  congressional 
intent  that  the  secretary  of  agriculture 
continue  the  practice  of  establishing 
regional  loan  rates  and  that  the 
USDA  consult  with  the  industry  on 
ways  to  update  its  methodology  for 
calculating  these  regional  differences 
to  ensure  greater  accuracy. 

IV.  Expand  Sugar  Industry's  Contribu- 
tion To  Budget  Deficit  Reduction 

The  current  1.1  percent  sugar  marketing 
assessment,  established  in  1991  and  ear- 
marked for  federal  budget  deficit  reduc- 


tion, will  be  continued  for  the  term  of  the 
sugar  program  re-authorization.  Assess- 
ments will  be  due  at  the  time  sugar  is 
sold,  will  be  extended  to  include  all 
sugar  marketed  in  the  U.S.,  and  will  be 
payable  by  the  first  marketer  of  the 
sugar. 

V.  Endorse  "GATT-Plus"  Initiative  In 
Pursuit  Of  Additional  Market  &  Trade 
Reforms 

The  domestic  sugar-producing  industry 
recommends  congressional  legislative 
report  language  supporting  future  re- 
ductions in  the  U.S.  sugar  price  support 
loan  level  in  response  to  matching  levels 
of  reductions  in  internal  price  supports 
and  export  subsidies  for  sugar  under- 
taken by  the  European  Union  and  other 
major  sugar-producing  nations  in  excess 
of  commitments  made  in  the  GATT's 
Uruguay  Round. 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 

*  All  Hydraulic  * 

7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 
Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 


POWER  UP  TO 

PRODUCTIVE 

PERFORMANCE 


Choose  a  new  John  Deere  8000  Series 

Tractor  and  put  unmatched 
productivity  to  work  for  you. 

Engines  that  enhance  your 
efficiency.  New  7.6  and  8.1  L  engines 
deliver  up  to  a  10  percent  power  bulge 
to  pull  you  through  tough  spots  -  that's 
the  advantage  of  exclusive  Electronic 
Engine  Control.  These  powerhouses 
sustain  their 
high-torque 
performance 
to  as  low  as 


1,000  rpm... something  you'll  really 
notice  during  high-draft  operations. 

Route  more  power  to  the  ground 
without  waste.  The  all-new  16-speed 
Power  Shift  transmission  minimizes 
gear  meshes  to  maximize  horsepower 
efficiency.  Working  speeds  are  spaced  in 
productive  V^-mph  increments  so  you 
can  fine-tune  field  operations. 

Take  your  productivity  to  a  higher 
level  with  a  new  160-hp  8100, 180-hp 
200-hp  8300,  or  225-hp 
Tractor.  Visit  your 
John  Deere  dealer. 


See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 
(318)  828-1332 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

New  Iberia,  LA 
(318)  365-6667 


Melancon  Equipment  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 
(318)  233-8645 


The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.     Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

New  Roads,  LA  Donaldsonvillc,  LA 

(504)  638-485 1  (504)  473-9861 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  446-5061 


Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Kaplan,  LA 
(318)  643-2249 


CAMECO 

presents 


Rugged  •  Dependable  •  Easy  to  Maintain  and  Operate 

•  1 65  HP  John  Deere  Engine 

•  6  Forward  Speed,  3  Reverse  Powershift  Transmission 

•  1 8.4  x  34  R-2  Front  Tires 

•  18.4x38  R-2  Rear  Tires 

•  3  Point  Hitch  Category  III  with  Drawbar 

•  Double  Remote  Outlets 

•  Canopy  Top  and  Windshield 

•  Front  Weights  and  Bumper 

For  more  details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


North  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone  (504)  447-7285 
FAX  (504)  447-5735 


400  South  Canal  St. 

Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (318)  276-6314 

FAX  (318)  276-6314 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


USDA  Announces  Cane  Reassignment 

On  Sept.  14,  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  announced  the  reassign- 
ment of  4,700  tons  of  Florida's  allotment 
to  processors  in  Louisiana  and  Texas. 
The  reassignment  is  a  portion  of 
Florida's  allotment  not  excepted  to  be 
filled  due  to  a  deficit  in  sugar  supply  and 
applies  to  all  domestic  sugar  and  crystal- 


line fructose  marketed  in  the  United 
States  from  Oct.  1, 1994  through  Sept.  30, 
1995.  The  reassignments  in  Louisiana 
and  Texas  are  limited  to  only  those  pro- 
cessors whose  expected  supply  exceeds 
their  previous  allocation.  The  changes 
from  the  previous  allotment/ allocation, 
further  reassignment  and  revised  allot- 
ment/allocation based  on  the  reassign- 
ment follows: 


Fiscal  Year  1B95  Sugar  Marketing  Allotments  and  Allocations 

Cane  State  Reassignments  11 

4th  Quarter 

Previous 

Sep.  14, 1995 

Allot./ 

Allot./ 

Alloc. 

Alloc. 

Including 

Florida 

Including 

Reassign- 

Reassign- 

Reassign- 

ment 

ment 

ment 

STATE  CANE  SUGAR  ALLOTMENTS: 

Florida 

1,835.157 

-4.700 

1,830.457 

Hawaii 

501.849 

0.000 

501.849 

Louisiana 

1,009.487 

4,486 

1,013.973 

Puerto  Rico 

46.129 

0.000 

46.129 

Texas 

145.535 

0.214 

145.749 

TOTAL  CANE  SUGAR 

3,538.157 

0,000 

3,538.157 

CANE  PROCESSORS'  MARKETING  ALLOCATIONS: 

FLORIDA 

Atlantic  Sugar  Assoc. 

138.178 

0.000 

138.178 

Growers  Co-op  of  Florida 

303.958 

0.000 

303.958 

Okeelanta  Corp. 

357.784 

0.000 

357.784 

Osceola  Farms  Co. 

206.348 

6.300 

212.648 

Talisman  Sugar  Corp. 

132.516 

0.000 

132.516 

U.S.  Sugar  Corp. 

696,374 

-11.000 

685.374 

TOTAL  FLORIDA 

1,835.157 

-4,700 

1,830.457 

/. 

continued  page  8 

continued  from  page  7 


HAWAII 

Hamakua  Sugar  Co. 

0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

Hawaiian  Commercial 

&  Sugar  Company 

204.944 

0.000 

204.944 

Hilo  Coast  Processing  Co. 

0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

Ka'u  Agribusiness  Co. 

38.255 

0.000 

38.255 

McBryde  Sugar  Co. 

24.200 

0.000 

24.200 

Oahu  Sugar  Co. 

35.044 

0.000 

35.044 

Olokele  Sugar  Co. 

49.953 

0.000 

49.953 

Pioneer  Mill  Co. 

33.219 

0.000 

33.219 

The  Lihue  Plantation  Co. 

64.138 

0.000 

64.138 

Walalua  Sugar  Co. 

52.096 

0.000 

52.096 

TOTAL  HAWAII 

501.849 

0.000 

501.849 

LOUISIANA 

Alma  Plantation 

46.881 

0.459 

47.340 

Caire  &  Graugnard 

7.419 

0.000 

7.419 

Cajun  Sugar  Co-op 

68.986 

0.676 

69.662 

Caldwell  Sugars  Co-op 

36.516 

0.000 

36.516 

Cora-Texas  Mfg.  Co. 

82.139 

0.805 

82.944 

Dugas  &  LeBlanc 

47.325 

0.000 

47.325 

Evan  Hall  Factory 

49.715 

0.000 

49.715 

Glenwood  Co-op 

34.858 

0.000 

34.858 

Harry  Laws  &  Co. 

34.496 

0.000 

34.496 

Iberia  Sugar  Co-op 

45.875 

0.000 

45.875 

Jeanerette  Sugar  Co. 

58.550 

0.574 

59.124 

Lafourche  Sugars  Corp. 

40.482 

0.000 

40.482 

Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Co-op 

67.099 

0.000 

67.099 

M.A.  Patout  &  Sons 

125.933 

1.234 

127.167 

Raceland  Sugars 

58.322 

0.000 

58.322 

Savoie  Industries 

43.745 

0.000 

43.745 

St.  James  Sugar  Co-op 

41.700 

0.000 

41.700 

St.  Mary  Sugar  Co-op 

56.344 

0.119 

56.463 

Sterling  Sugars 

63.102 

0.618 

63.721 

TOTAL  LOUISIANA 

1,009.487 

4.486 

1,013.973 

PUERTO  RICO 

Coloso 

21.274 

0.000 

21.274 

Mercedita 

0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

Plata 

8.463 

0.000 

8.463 

Roig 

16.392 

0.000 

16.392 

TOTAL  PUERTO  RICO 

46.129 

0.000 

46.129 

TEXAS 

Rio  Grande  Valley  Sugar  Growers 

145.535 

0.214 

145.749 

1  /  Numbers  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 
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World  Agriculture  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  re- 
leased world  agricultural  supply  and  de- 
mand estimates  for  sugar  on  Sept.  12. 
The  figures  are  based  on  sugarbeet  and 
sugarcane  production  forecasts  in  the 
Crop  Production  report.  U.S.  sugar  pro- 
duction in  fiscal  year  1995-96,  is  pro- 
jected at  7.65  million  short  tons,  raw 
value,  a  number  unchanged  from  last 
month's  forecast  and  4.2  percent  less 
than  1994-95  projections.  For  1994-95, 
imports  of  sugar  under  the  tariff  rate 
quota  are  raised  to  account  for  the  third 
reallocation  of  the  shortfall  and  for  early 
arrival  of  imports  under  the  1995-96  tar- 
iff rate  quota.  The  revisions  raise  forecast 
1994-95  ending  stocks  by  100,000  tons. 
Imports  under  the  tariff  rate  quota  in 
1995-96  are  reduced  to  account  for  the 
early  entries. 

U.S.  Sugar  producers 
propose  legislation 

In  the  face  of  probable  changes  to  the 
current  U.S.  policy  on  sugar,  the  domes- 
tic sugar  industry  offered  House  and 
Senate  Agriculture  Committees  propos- 
als supported  by  both  cane  and  beet 
growers  and  beet  processors.  The  pro- 
posal maintained  the  no-cost  provision 
of  the  program,  eliminated  all  domestic 
marketing  allotments,  froze  the  current 
loan  rate  at  18  cents,  provided  for  a  re- 
duction in  support  in  step  with  possible 
reductions  in  other  countries  support 
and  changed  from  a  non-recourse  to  re- 
course loan,  obligating  processors  to  re- 
pay the  full  amount  of  the  loan,  plus  in- 
terest, regardless  of  market  price,  pro- 
vided the  secretary  of  agriculture  does 


not  raise  the  import  quota  above  the 
GATT  minimum  of  1.256  million  short 
ton.  Should  the  quota  be  raised,  the  loans 
would  revert  back  to  non-recourse 
which  can  be  satisfied  simply  by  surren- 
dering the  crop  to  the  government,  de- 
spite its  worth.  Republican  leadership 
forced  such  changes  on  the  sugar  indus- 
try during  this  contentious  farm  bill  year 
claiming  that  the  industry  had  to  share  in 
the  pain  the  rest  of  the  commodities  are 
facing  this  year. 

GOP  Sets  Busy  Fall  Schedule 

Members  of  Congress  returned  from 
their  August  recess  to  find  packed  sched- 
ules as  the  Republican  leadership  at- 
tempts to  resolve  their  most  pressing  is- 
sues. Congress  will  be  focusing  almost 
exclusively  on  appropriations  bills,  bud- 
get reconciliation,  Medicare  reform  and 
Welfare  reform  while  putting  such  issues 
as  regulatory  relief,  crime,  school  prayer, 
assault  weapons  and  lobbying  reform  on 
the  back  burner  until  next  year.  Under 
pressure  to  finish  work  on  the  encom- 
passing budget  reconciliation  package  to 
avoid  a  shut-down  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment should  all  13  of  the  appropriations 
not  be  passed  by  Oct.  1,  the  leadership 
intends  to  remain  focused  on  budget  is- 
sues. 

Senate  and  House  Agriculture 
Committees  begin  work  on  farm 
legislation  as  they  attempt  to  meet 
budget  requirements 

With  mark-up  on  farm  legislation  sched- 
uled for  Sept.  20  in  the  House,  Agricul- 
ture Committee  Chairman  Pat  Roberts 
(R-KS)  said  that  the  debate  in  his  com- 
mittee over  budget  reconciliation  and  his 
proposed  "Freedom  to  Farm  Act"  will 


likely  be  extremely  partisan.  Robert's 
proposal  allows  full  planting  flexibility 
in  return  for  receiving  a  fixed,  declining 
annual  support  payment.  Roberts  said 
he  did  not  expect  any  of  the  Democrats 
to  vote  for  bills,  such  as  his,  that  would 
meet  the  GOP  target  of  cutting  $13.4  bil- 
lion from  farm  programs  over  the  next 
seven  years.  Democrats  on  the  commit- 
tee introduced  legislation  that  would 
make  cuts  in  line  with  the  administration 
proposal  to  cut  $4.2  billion  over  the  next 
seven  years. 

The  Senate  mark-up  scheduled  for 
Sept.  19  was  postponed  as  floor  action  on 
agriculture  appropriation  was  scheduled 
for  Sept.  18  and  19.  Agriculture  Commit- 
tee Chairman  Richard  Lugar  (R-IN) 
threatened  last  week  to  allow  the  Budget 
Committee  to  write  agricultural  provi- 


sions for  the  1996  budget  reconciliation 
bill  if  his  committee  could  not  reach  an 
agreement  on  ways  to  cut  the  $13.4  bil- 
lion. Lugar  supports  the  proposals  put 
forth  in  Robert's  "Freedom  to  Farm  Act" 
but  finds  Republicans  on  the  committee 
split  between  this  type  of  program  and 
the  "Agricultural  Competitive  Act"  in- 
troduced by  Senate  Agriculture  Produc- 
tion and  Price  Competitiveness  Subcom- 
mittee Chairman  Thad  Cochran  (R-MS). 
The  Democrats  announced  introduction 
of  farm  legislation  to  establish  a  two-tier 
marketing  loan  program  targeted  to- 
ward small  farmers,  increase  planting 
flexibility  and  simplify  federal  farm  pro- 
grams. Sen.  Tom  Daschle  (D-SD)  vowed 
that  Democrats  on  the  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee would  be  united  on  a  reconcilia- 
tion plan  noting  that  "this  is  not  the  time 
to  be  making  drastic  cuts  in  agriculture." 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr..  Charley  Richard 

Crop  Report  -  Keep  Fields  Drained 
Cold  Tolerance  -  Don't  Plow  Out  Too  Early 


The  dry  weather  experienced  over 
the  last  few  weeks,  while  permit- 
ting the  planting  operation  to  pro- 
ceed rapidly,  has  negatively  affected  por- 
tions of  the  cane  crop.  Field  conditions, 
as  of  this  writing  on  Sept.  20,  have  im- 
proved in  some  areas  of  the  cane  belt  but 
are  still  very  dry  in  others.  Planting  is 
nearly  completed  around  the  industry 
with  some  growers  having  smaller  acre- 
age left  to  plant  and  many  growers  hav- 
ing some  seed  cane  plots  and  other  mis- 
cellaneous plantings  still  remaining. 
Rain  is  now  desperately  needed  not  only 
for  the  cane  just  planted  but  also  to  put 
extra  weight  into  the  cane  which  is  now 
maturing.  Numerous  growers  have  had 
dryer  conditions  than  their  neighbors  for 
the  last  couple  of  months  and  the  height 
of  their  crops  reflect  the  lack  of  rain.  It  is 
probably  too  late  for  rain  to  help  them 
catch  up  with  their  neighbors,  but  per- 
haps some  rain  will  put  on  extra  height 
and  allow  for  a  better  harvest  of  the  short 
cane.  Many  industry  members  still  feel 
the  state's  crop  will  be  at  least  as  good  as 
the  1994  crop  and  perhaps  a  little  heavier 
in  tonnage  as  a  result  of  better  stands. 

Keep  Fields  Drained 

Each  year,  this  article  contains  a 
warning  about  the  importance  of  keep- 
ing harvested  fields  drained  so  that  wa- 
ter does  not  hang-up  in  ruts  and  middles 
to  cause  winter  injury.  Most  growers  try 
to  follow  this  general  recommendation 
as  well  as  they  can  but  many  others 
choose  to  do  little  to  get  water  off  the 


fields.  Because  some  growers  are  har- 
vesting first  stubble  and  plant  cane  ear- 
lier in  the  season,  in  order  to  harvest  sec- 
ond stubble  mid-season  so  that  it  may 
have  a  chance  to  make  third  stubble,  it 
becomes  especially  important  to  keep 
the  fields  well  drained.  Research  con- 
ducted over  the  years  indicates  a  signifi- 
cant reduction  in  yield  if  water  is  al- 
lowed to  stand  for  any  amount  of  time 
during  the  winter  months.  With  the  cost 
squeeze  that  growers  find  themselves  in, 
it  is  imperative  that  a  drain  cleaner  stay 
behind  the  loading  unit  so  that  drains 
can  be  opened  and  allow  excess  water  to 
move  from  the  fields  into  the  drainage 
system.  Larger  growers  now  try  to  keep 
a  drain  cleaner  in  the  field  at  all  times. 
Some  growers  also  use  this  as  a  push 
tractor  when  just  a  little  assistance  is 
needed.  Smaller  growers  who  don't  have 
the  extra  manpower  to  keep  a  separate 
unit  in  the  field  need  to  take  the  extra 
time  to  come  back  after  the  hauling  is 
done  and  get  fields  in  good  shape  to 
handle  the  winter  rains.  Ruts  cost  you 
money  and  with  today's  cane  prices  and 
cost  of  production,  there  is  no  room  for 
waste.  Although  well  drained  fields  in 
the  winter  won't  guarantee  a  good 
spring  stand,  it  at  least  allows  cane  to 
have  the  best  chance  for  a  good  spring 
stand.  Take  the  time  to  make  sure  fields 
are  well  drained. 

Cold  Tolerance 

Although  it  may  be  a  bit  early  to 
think  about  the  potential  of  freezing 
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weather,  it  is  certainly  not  too  early  to 
think  about  which  varieties  you  will 
want  to  have  left  for  harvest  if  and  when 
a  freeze  does  occur.  The  last  few  winters 
have  been  very  mild  and,  in  fact,  the  in- 
dustry has  not  experienced  any  severe 
freezes  since  the  disastrous  temperatures 
of  December  1989.  A  normal  harvest  sea- 
son would  include  freezing  conditions 
sometime  in  November  and  the  possibil- 
ity of  cane  damage  by  December  harvest. 
Should  freezing  weather  occur,  or  when 
it  occurs,  growers  should  be  ready  to  al- 
ter their  harvest  schedule  to  capture  the 
maximum  sugar  per  acre  still  available 
from  each  variety.  An  assessment  of  indi- 
vidual fields  should  be  made  to  deter- 
mine the  actual  schedule  to  be  followed, 
but  a  general  recommendation  would  be 
to  harvest  CP  79-318  and  CP  72-370  first 
since  they  deteriorate  rapidly  following 
a  freeze.  CP  65-357  and  CP  70-321  have 
the  best  cold  tolerance  and  should  be 
saved  for  harvest  last.  Acreage  of  the 
other  varieties  should  be  harvested  be- 
tween these  two  groups.  Field  location, 
soil  type,  elevation,  tree  lines,  the  stand 
of  cane  and  other  factors  affect  freeze 
damage  even  within  a  variety  and  neces- 
sitates field  evaluations  before  harvest. 

Don't  Plow  Out  Too  Early 

The  last  few  mild  winters  have  al- 
lowed many  growers  the  opportunity  to 
keep  older  stubble  that  they  might  not 
ordinarily  keep.  Since  no  one  knows  at 
this  time  what  the  winter  will  bring  in 
terms  of  freezing  conditions,  it  is  wise  to 
not  plow  out  cane  that  had  a  good  stand 
this  year  even  though  it  may  be  stubble. 
Additionally,  with  the  new  environmen- 
tal concerns,  it  is  best  that  fields  not  be 
plowed  and  allow  to  erode  during  the 
winter  rains.  The  best  management  prac- 
tice to  reduce  contamination  of  ground 
water  is  to  allow  the  stubble  fields  to  stay 


undisturbed  during  the  winter  months 
and  begin  the  fallow  process  in  the 
spring.  Of  course,  many  growers  like  to 
plow  out  stubble  during  the  late  fall  to 
allow  the  winter  weather  to  help  destroy 
Johnson  grass  rhizomes  and  other  weed 
problems,  as  well  as  help  destroy  the  old 
cane  crop.  By  not  plowing  out  stubble 
fields  until  the  spring,  growers  would 
lose  this  opportunity  and  also  not  get  a 
jump  on  preparing  the  field  for  next 
year's  planting.  However,  the  increasing 
environmental  awareness  that  each  of  us 
should  have  dictates  that  we  do  all  that 
we  can  to  assist  in  fighting  contamina- 
tion of  ground  water.  Growers  should 
determine  the  amount  of  erosion  that 
may  occur  in  particular  fields  and  the 
possibility  of  keeping  older  stubble  for 
next  year's  harvest  before  deciding 
whether  it  is  best  to  wait  for  spring  or  not 
before  using  the  plow. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver.  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 


Environmental  Taxes 


Environmental  taxation  is  a  subject 
that  has  been  discussed  fre- 
quently in  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  The 
most  recent  alert  on  the  subject  was  in 
the  March,  1995,  issue,  discussing  the 
then  current  proposal  by  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality  to 
raise  environmental  "permit  fees"  by  a 
whopping  79  percent.  In  proposing  the 
permit  fee  increases,  LDEQ  admitted 
that  most  of  the  additional  tax  revenues 
raised  would  be  used  for  purposes  other 
than  operating  the  specific  environmen- 
tal programs  being  taxed. 

According  to  Louisiana's  Constitu- 
tion, only  the  Legislature  is  empowered 
to  raise  taxes.  However,  the  1978  Legisla- 
ture, in  order  to  facilitate  compliance 
with  requirements  of  the  U.S.  Clean  Air 
Act,  delegated  authority  to  establish  fees 
to  be  assessed  to  air  emission  permit 
holders  in  order  to  recover  the  actual 
costs  of  issuing  and  enforcing  air  emis- 
sion permits.  Subsequently,  similar  stat- 
utes were  enacted  allowing  LDEQ  to  es- 
tablish and  revise  fees  for  waste  water 
discharge  and  other  environmental  me- 
dia permits,  provided  that  fee  rules  are 
established  in  accordance  with  appli- 
cable "administrative  procedures."  The 
term  "permit  fee"  is  simply  a  euphe- 
mism for  "taxes"  in  much  the  same  way 
that  "gaming  is  now  a  euphemism  for 
"gambling"  in  order  to  avoid  Constitu- 
tional prohibitions. 

Louisiana's  environmental  permit 
fee  system  worked  reasonably  well  for 


several  years.  During  the  years  that  other 
state  tax  revenues  were  plentiful,  and 
environmental  quality  programs  and 
federal  funding  availability  were  ex- 
panding exponentially,  the  Legislature 
was  very  generous  in  giving  general 
fund  money  to  LDEQ.  Louisiana  general 
fund  money  going  to  LDEQ  during  fiscal 
year  1990-91  amounted  to  $14.4  million 
in  a  total  budget  of  over  $100  million. 
Subsequently,  the  state  has  experienced 
very  difficult  fiscal  problems,  and  the 
amount  of  general  funds  allocated  to 
LDEQ  were  gradually  reduced  down  to 
$1.4  million  by  fiscal  year  1994-95  al- 
though total  funding  remained  very 
high.  However,  the  fat  and  pampered 
bureaucracy  at  LDEQ  refused  to  rein  in 
on  unneeded  and  otherwise  unfunded 
activities,  as  other  state  agencies  were 
forced  to  do,  and  brazenly  sought  to 
make-up  for  "lost"  state  funding  by  in- 
creasing "permit  fees"  -  an  obviously 
unlawful  action  and  an  action  known  to 
be  offensive  to  the  Legislature's  Over- 
sight Committees. 

The  LDEQ  game  plan  for  grabbing  a 
giant  increase  in  permit  revenues  ap- 
pears to  have  been  to  exploit  (again) 
what  was  a  loophole  in  Louisiana's  Ad- 
ministrative Procedures  Law  allowing 
the  governor  to  override  Legislative 
Oversight  Committee  objections  to  such 
rulemaking.  Fortunately,  the  1995  ses- 
sion convened  before  the  evil  deed  could 
be  accomplished,  and  the  Legislature 
was  both  able  and  quite  anxious  to  halt 
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procedures  until  a  statute  restricting  this 
and  similar  abuses  could  be  enacted. 

Act  1005  of  1995  provides  that  if  the 
Oversight  Committees  of  both  the  House 
and  Senate  find  a  proposed  fee  or  fee 
increase  unacceptable,  the  fee  or  fee  in- 
crease may  not  be  imposed.  The  new  law 
also  limits  new  fees  and  fee  increases  to 
those  expressly  authorized  by  statute, 
and  the  amount  of  any  fee  increase  to  a 
maximum  of  five  percent  over  that  paid 
in  the  previous  fiscal  year.  While  the  stat- 
ute applies  to  all  state  agencies,  LDEQ 
was  the  obvious  target. 

The  good  news  is  that  the  1995 
"whopper"  fee  increases  proposed  by 
LDEQ  are  now  history.  The  bad  news  is 
that  LDEQ  permit  fees  were  recently 
raised  by  the  maximum  allowable  five 
percent.  A  s wami  or  seer  is  not  needed  to 
predict  the  obvious  -  LDEQ  will  ask  for  a 


five  percent  increase  every  year  from 
now  on  no  matter  what  the  state  of  the 
economy  or  environment  may  be  at  the 
time. 

The  1995  Legislature  also  took  action 
intended  to  eliminate  all  opportunity  for 
bureaucrats  of  any  ilk  to  impose  un- 
wanted and  unneeded  taxes.  Act  1324  of 
1995,  a  constitutional  amendment  re- 
quiring voter  approval,  requires  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  each  house  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  approve  any  new  fee  or  fine  or 
any  increase  in  an  existing  fee  or  fine. 
Because  uncontrolled  taxation  has  be- 
come a  major  cost  factor  in  operating 
sugarcane  farms,  mills  and  refineries,  it 
is  urgent  that  representation  and  ac- 
countability be  reestablished  promptly. 
The  issue  is  on  the  ballot  scheduled  for 
Oct.  21  and  your  vote  on  the  issue  is  very 
important. 
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OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 
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Class  Code 
Description 

Competition 

Rates/$100 

LCTASIF 

Rates/$100 

Head  to  Head 
Savings 

Sugar  Cane  Milling 

16.71 

10.40 

37.8% 

Sugar  Refining 

5.72 

4.07 

28.8% 

Sugar  Cane  Plantation 

15.58 

11.68 

25% 

&  Drivers 

Clerical/Office 

1.01 

0.61 

39.6% 

Your  business  may  qualify  for  up  to  an  additional  15%  prompt  pay  discount. 

Call  now  for  a  quote  on  affordable  coverage! 
(800)  349-3440 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


by  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


During  the  1995  regular  session  of 
the  Legislature,  16  propositions 
to  amend  the  state  constitution 
passed.  Fifteen  will  be  on  the  ballot  dur- 
ing the  Oct.  21  primary  election  and  one 
will  be  on  the  Nov.  18  general  election 
ballot. 

Following  is  a  brief  description  of 
each  proposed  constitutional  amend- 
ment. 

HB  9  —  Brun  —  Would  allow  for  the  re- 
peal of  forced  heirship. 

HB  78  —  Windhorst  —  Would  allow  a 
jury  to  receive  instruction  on  governor's 
authority  to  grant  a  reprieve,  pardon  or 
commutation  of  sentence.* 

HB  234  —  Murray  —  Would  increase  the 
mandatory  retirement  age  for  state 
judges  from  70  years  to  75  years, 

HB  281  —  Downer  —  Would  add  a  war 
period  for  eligibility  for  veterans  prefer- 
ence points  and  provides  for  future  war 
period  to  be  established  by  law. 

HB  320  —  Gunn  —  Would  require  that 
any  new  or  the  increase  of  an  existing  fee 
or  fine  to  receive  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
each  house  of  the  Legislature  to  become 
law.  This  would  be  the  same  vote  as  cur- 
rently required  for  taxes. 

HB  598  —  Roach  —  Would  authorize  the 
enactment  of  local  or  special  laws  defin- 
ing a  crime  affecting  the  taking  or  protec- 


tion of  fish  or  other  aquatic  life,  wild 
quadrupeds,  wild  birds,  or  their  habitats. 

HB  841  —  Ackal  —  Would  authorize  the 
Legislature  to  set  limits  of  liability  of  the 
state  and  political  subdivisions.  Com- 
panion legislation  would  set  the  limits  at 
$750,000  if  this  amendment  passes. 

HB  974  —  Murray  —  Would  change  the 
period  for  redemption  of  property  sold 
for  nonpayment  of  taxes  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans. 

HB  1020  —  Morrell  —  Would  provide  for 
the  donation  of  abandoned  and  blighted 
housing  property  to  nonprofit  organiza- 
tions in  certain  municipalities. 

HB  1034  —  Stine  —  Would  provide  that 
monies  in  the  Mineral  Revenue  Audit 
and  Settlement  fund  cannot  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  annual  amortization  of  *he 
unfunded  accrued  liability  of  certain 
public  retirement  systems. 

HB  1044  —  Vitter  —  Would  limit  the 
number  of  terms  a  person  can  serve  in 
the  Louisiana  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  no  more  than  three  terms 
in  each  body. 

SB  74  —  Bean  —  Would  limit  the  submis- 
sion of  a  specific  local  tax  proposition  to 
no  more  than  once  within  a  six  month 
time  period. 

SB  129  —  Cross  —  Would  authorize  the 


17 


city  of  Baker  (East  Baton  Rouge  Parish) 
to  operate,  maintain  and  support  a  sys- 
tem of  public  schools. 

SB  298  —  Nunez  —  Would  establish  the 
Oilfield  Site  Restoration  Fund  into  which 
all  revenues  from  fees,  penalties,  judg- 
ments and  other  revenues  associated 
with  site  cleanup  activities  would  be 
paid.  The  money  could  be  used  solely  for 
programs  and  purpose  of  oilfield  site  res- 


toration as  required  by  law. 

SB  299  —  Nunez  —  Would  establish  the 
Oil  Spill  Contingency  Fund  into  which 
all  revenue  from  fees,  penalties,  judge- 
ments and  other  revenues  associated 
with  oil  spills  would  be  paid.  The  money 
could  be  used  solely  for  programs  and 
purpose  of  abatement  and  containment 
of  actual  or  threatened  unauthorized  dis- 
see  Baton  Rouge,  page  21 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwv.  90,  leanerette,  La. 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  MS/    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 

Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269     Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


Louisiana  Sugar  Production: 
What  It  Means  to  Our  State  and  to  Me 

by  Seth  Segura 
Iberia  Parish 


Editor's  Note:  The  following  is  the  state's 
first  place  winner  of  the  Bicentennial  Essay 
Contest.  The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
and  the  Bicentennial  Committee  would  like 
to  thank  all  4-H  students  who  participated  in 
the  contest. 

Seth  Segura  of  New  Iberia,  La.  was 
awarded  a  certificate  and  $2,000  savings 
bond  at  the  High  Yield  Luncheon  in  New 
Iberia,  which  was  held  Sept.22.  Congratula- 
tions to  Seth  and  all  of  state  and  parish  win- 
ners. 


Beautiful,  brilliant,  sparkling, 
multi-  faceted,  crystal,  valuable. 
No,  these  adjectives  are  not  de- 
scribing a  priceless  diamond,  but  yet  an- 
other precious  "gem"  even  more  impor- 
tant to  the  economy  and  to  me  -  a  grain  of 
sugar!  Whenever  I  think  of  sugar,  the 
four  H's  -  Heritage,  Helpful,  Home,  and 
Heart  -  come  to  mind. 

Heritage 

Sugarcane's  brilliance  shines  this 
year  during  the  200th  anniversary  cel- 
ebration. The  history  of  sugarcane  is 
much  older  than  the  state  of  Louisiana. 
The  great  plant  is  native  to  New  Guinea 
and  originated  several  millennia  ago. 
Sugarcane  is  a  member  of  the  grass  fam- 
ily. It  traveled  all  around  the  world  and 
was  the  most  popular  trade  item  from 
Asia  to  Africa  and  the  Mediterranean. 
Sugarcane  finally  found  its  way  to  the 
New  World  in  1493  on  Columbus's  sec- 
ond voyage.  The  grass  spread  through- 


out the  Caribbean  into  Central  and  South 
America  in  the  1500s,  and  soon  the  entire 
Western  Hemisphere  knew  of  the  great 
plant  called  sugarcane. 

Cane  seedlings  arrived  in  Louisiana 
in  1751  and  were  planted  by  Jesuit  farm- 
ers on  what  is  now  Barrone  Street  in  New 
Orleans.  After  several  attempts  by  eager 
sugar  producers,  Etienne  deBore  finally 
accomplished  the  difficult  process  of 
granulation.  Louisiana's  sugar  idustry 
was  born. 

In  the  early  years  of  sugar  produc- 
tion, plantation  owners  produced  16  to 
20  tons  of  sugar  an  acre.  Louisiana  pro- 
duced 300,000  tons  of  sugar  annually. 
Sugarcane  quickly  spread  along  all  the 
Louisiana  colony's  major  waterways.  At 
the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  however,  'he 
sugar  industry  was  almost  lost.  It  rebuilt 
slowly  after  the  Civil  War  into  the  1920s. 
During  this  decade,  many  new  problems 
were  encountered.  The  mosaic  cane  dis- 
ease and  the  Great  Depression  both  took 
their  toll.  Nevertheless,  just  as  a  diamond 
is  indestructible,  this  was  an  industry 
that  would  not  die.  Today  (1995)  on  its 
200th  birthday,  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry is  bigger  than  ever  and  makes  a 
valuable  contribution  to  the  state's 
economy. 

Helpful 

Candies,  cakes,  brownies,  cookies, 
soft  drinks,  even  chili,  ham,  and  many 
canned  foods.  Amazingly,  every  one  of 
these  treats  and  main  dishes  contains 
sugar.  Without  the  help  of  sugar,  these 
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delicious  foods  wouldn't  be  enjoyed  as 
they  are  today.  When  a  customer  sits  in  a 
restaurant  sipping  his  tea,  he  may  decide 
the  tea  is  a  little  bland,  so  he  looks  for  a 
sweetener  at  the  table.  There  are  many 
choices  to  choose  from,  but  are  they  safe? 
Sugar  is  the  only  one  that  is  safe,  natural, 
and  helpful.  It  is  the  only  tabletop  sweet- 
ener available  in  the  United  States  with- 
out a  warning  label. 

Beyond  the  consumer,  sugarcane  is  a 
true  treasure,  contributing  greatly  to  our 
economy.  Louisiana  sugarcane  farmers 
produce  over  9  million  tons  of  sugarcane 
annually  and  furnishes  sugar  to  about 
30,000,000  Americans.  An  average  Loui- 
siana farmer  alone  provides  sugar  for 
60,000  Americans.  Sugarcane  is  grown 
on  750  farms  in  22  southern  Louisiana 
parishes,  utilizing  500,000  acres.  From 
this  acreage  comes  30,000  jobs  for  our 
home  state,  helping  our  society  greatly. 
From  this  extensive  industry,  Louisiana's 
economy  receives  1.5  billion  dollars  a 
year,  which  supplies  much  money  for 
state  roadways  and  public  programs. 
Just  as  a  diamond  commands  an  impres- 
sive amount  of  money,  so  too  does  the 
common  plant  we  see  every  day  along 
the  roadsides. 

Home 

To  many  people,  "There's  no  place 
like  home."  A  person's  home  can  be  of 
more  value  than  the  finest  cut  gems.  We 
usually  think  of  the  home  as  a  place  to 
rest  and  to  get  away  from  work  or  per- 
haps to  go  to  a  neighbor's  home  to  bor- 
row a  cup  of  sugar.  However,  you  can't 
get  away  from  work  around  my  house 
that  easily,  because  my  father  is  a  sugar- 
cane farmer.  We  are  surrounded  by  the 
wonderful  crop  called  sugarcane,  which 
brings  a  new  meaning  to  the  phrase 
"Home  Sweet  Home."  My  father  is  al- 
ways in  the  fields  pampering  his  crop. 
He  has  a  long  history  of  sugarcane  roots. 


His  father  farmed  sugarcane  before  him, 
and  many  of  his  brothers  and  nephews 
are  also  carrying  on  the  tradition.  He 
currently  owns  and  operates  Segura 
Farms  in  Iberia  Parish  and  farms  over 
1,800  acres  of  sugarcane. 

I  too  have  my  own  sugarcane  trea- 
sury. I  enjoy  farming  very  much.  My 
five-acre  plot  of  land  provides  me  with 
ample  spending  money  and  also  money 
to  be  put  in  the  bank  for  college.  Through 
sugarcane  farming,  I  have  learned  many 
valuable  lessons.  It  has  taught  me  re- 
sponsibility, experience  in  operating  a 
business,  and  above  all,  the  respect  of 
nature.  I  know  that  a  farmer  is  simply  a 
steward  of  the  land.  A  farmer  must  work 
in  partnership  with  nature.  Just  as  a  dia- 
mond is  nature's  work  of  art,  so,  too,  is 
the  sugarcane  crop,  the  creation  of  a  long 
line  of  sugarcane  farmers,  hand  in  hand 
with  the  environment.  Home  is  also 
where  the  heart  is. 

Heart 

A  song  from  the  past  boasts,  "Dia- 
monds Are  a  Girl's  Best  Friend."  Can 
sugarcane  be  a  best  friend?  Yes,  I  know  it 
is  just  a  plant,  but  sugarcane  has  really 
done  many  things  for  me  and  provided 
me  with  many  wonderful  opportunities. 
I  am  involved  with  the  Sugarcane  Project 
in  my  4-H  Club.  I  have  won  many 
awards  with  my  extensive  work  in  this 
project.  I  received  first  place  at  the  Iberia 
Parish  Sugarcane  Judging  Team  Contest. 
My  sugarcane  entries  have  placed  first, 
second,  third,  and  fourth  at  the 
Sugarcane  Festival.  At  the  High  Yield 
Awards  Banquet,  I  was  also  named  Jun- 
ior Sugarcane  Farmer  of  Iberia  Parish. 

In  addition,  I  prepare  growing  and 
production  records  for  my  sugarcane 
project.  I  have  learned  about  fertilizer 
costs,  production  payments,  and  plant- 
ing needs.  Last  year  I  placed  first  for  my 
records  at  4-H  Achievement  Day.  My 
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records  were  selected  to  be  sent  to  state 
competition.  From  my  state-winning 
sugarcane  records,  I  won  an  all  expense 
paid  trip  to  San  Antonio,  Texas  where  I 
visited  many  exciting  places  around  the 
great  city. 

Radiant  diamonds  with  their  shim- 
mering brilliance  are  the  most  desired  of 
all  gems.  Tiny  sugar  crystals  also  give  off 
a  coveted  glow.  They  have  been  an  inde- 
structible part  of  Louisiana  for  the  last 


200  years.  They  have  been  a  sparking 
asset  to  the  economy  of  the  state.  They 
have  been  a  welcomed  treasure  in  the 
sugar  bowl  of  every  home.  They  have 
captured  my  heart  forever.  Sugarcane  is 
truly  the  "diamond  in  the  rough." 


Baton  Rouge,  cont.  from  page  18 

charges  of  oil  as  provided  by  law. 


Croomate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 

Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.415&44 
Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)  638-8343 


SB  333  -  Nunez  —  Would  provide  for  the 
reservation  of  mineral  rights  on  lands 
reclaimed  by  the  state  through  the  imple- 
mentation and  construction  of  coastal 
restoration  projects,  except  when  the 
state  and  the  landowner  having  the  right 
to  reclaim  or  recover  the  land  have 
agreed  to  the  disposition  of  mineral 
rights. 

*  Nov.  18  General  Election 


PLANTING  9UOAB  CANE 


m  j^% 


200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 
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1995  Louisiana  High  Sugar  Producer  Awards 
(1994  Crop) 


Top  20  Producers 

Rank 

Name 

Parish 

Cane  Acres 

Sugar/Acre 

1 

Edward  Provost 

Iberia 

84.9 

8,229 

2 

Sugar  Haven  Farm 
(Brent  Barbier) 

Iberville 

463.4 

7,853 

3 

Newton  Cane 

Avoyelles 

1,007.0 

7,619 

4 

Hebert  Farms 

St.  Landry 

1,601.0 

7,585 

5 

Henry  Corley 

Rapides 

326.0 

7,578 

6 

Denis  Knobloch,  Jr. 

Lafourche 

167.1 

7,453 

7 

Dornier  Farm 

St.  James 

298.7 

7,316 

8 

Lloyd  Newton 

Avoyelles 

530.0 

7,296 

9 

Martin  &  Poche 

St.  James 

682.9 

7,173 

10 

Ricky  Judice  Farms 

Iberia 

717.4 

7,068 

11 

Acosta  Brothers 

Lafourche 

609.4 

7,055 

12 

Wendall  Albarado 

Iberville 

371.1 

7,052 

13 

John  Provost 

Iberia 

785.2 

7,003 

14 

Simon  Landry 

Assumption 

90.2 

6,995 

15 

Wencelaus  Provost 

Iberia 

985.0 

6,985 

16 

Glynn  Rivet,  Jr. 

Iberville 

1,728.7 

6,913 

17 

Hebert  Brothers  Farms 

Lafourche 

980.9 

6,905 

18 

Keith  Zeringue  Farm 

Lafourche 

135.9 

6,892 

19 

Goldmine  Plantation 

St.  John  the  Baptist 

578.0 

6,857 

20 

R  &  E  Poche 

St.James 

447.2 

6,831 

Parish  Winners 
Parish  Name 


Ascension 

Assumption 

Avoyelles 

Iberia 

Iberville 

Lafayette 

Lafourche 

Pointe  Coupee 

Rapides 

St.  James 

St.  John  the  Baptist 


McManor  Plantation,  Inc. 
Simon  Landry 
Newton  Cane  Co. 
Edward  Provost 
Sugar  Haven  Farms 
(Brent  Barbier) 
3-D  Sugar  Farms,  Inc. 
Denis  Knobloch,  Jr. 
Mike  Wood 
Henry  Corley 
Dornier  Farms 
Goldmine  Plantation 


Acres  Grown 

641.2 

90.2 

1,007.0 

84.9 

463.4 

1,605.0 
167.1 
805.0 
326.0 
298.7 
578.0 


Sugarcane 
Sugar/Acre 

6,740 
6,995 
7,619 

8,229 
7,853 

6,499 
7,453 
6,126 
7,578 
7,316 
6,857 
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St.  Landry 

Hebert  Farms 

1,601.0 

7,585 

St.  Martin 

Eric  &  Daniel  Dupont 

258.5 

6,448 

St.  Mary 

Idlewild  Farms 

594.5 

6,192 

Terrebonne 

Roland  Talbot 

167.7 

6,077 

West  Baton 

Rouge 

Nelson  Marks 

553.5 

6,088 

Parishes  with  no  parish  winners:  Acadia,  East  Baton  Rouge,  Evangeline,  St.  Charles, 
and  Vermilion 


District  Acreage  Category  Winners 


Acreage 
Category 


Name 


Parish 


Acres 
Grown 


Sugar/ 
Acre 


Northern  District 


0-199.9 

Alex  Trabona 

Pointe  Coupee 

182.0 

5,827 

200-699.9 

Henry  Corley 

Rapides 

326.0 

7,578 

700-1499.9 

Newton  Cane  Co. 

Avoyelles 

1,007.0 

7,619 

1500+ 

Hebert  Farms 

St.  Landry 

1,601.0 

7,585 

Non-Quota 

none 

Teche  District 

0-199.9 

Edward  Provost 

Iberia 

84.9 

8,229 

200-699.9 

Eric  &  Daniel  Dupont 

St.  Martin 

258.5 

6,448 

700-1499.9 

Ricky  Judice  Farms 

Iberia 

717.4 

7,068 

1500+ 

A  &  M  Farms,  Inc. 

Iberia 

2,002.4 

6,503 

Non-Quota 

Wenceslaus  Provsost,  Jr. 

Vermilion 

21.0 

8,588 

River-Bayou  Lafourche  District 


0-199.9 

Denis  Knobioch,  Jr. 

Lafourche 

167.1 

7,453 

200-699.9 

Sugar  Haven  Farm 

(Brent  Barbier) 

Iberville 

463.4 

7,853 

700-1499.9 

Hebert  Brothers  Farms,  Inc. 

Lafourche 

980.9 

6,905 

1500+ 

Glynn  Rivet,  Jr. 

Iberville 

1,728.7 

6,913 

Non-Quota 

Ivy  Bye 

St.  James 

17.2 

7,183 
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FOR  SALE:      2-row  Broussard  harvester             FOR  SALE:      1978  Broussard  self-pro- 

with  all  hydraulic  updates; 

pelled  loader  with  ditching 

2-row  loader.  Call  L  &  M 

bucket -$21 ,000;  1977  F- 

Decuir  at  (318)  876-3796 

900  truck  with  hydraulic 

(day)  or  (318)  876-3477 

dump  bed  (400  bu.  capacity) 

(night). 

-  $5,500;  JD  1010  field  culti- 

vator 36' -$6,000.  20' Great 

Plains  drain  drill  -$11,500. 

Call  Paul  Schexnayder  at 

FOR  SALE:      Case  3294   -  $12,000; 

(504)  638-3002. 

single-row,  Double  Flight 

Broussard  harvester  with  4 

cylinder   Cat   engine    - 

$17,000.  Call  (318)365- 

5952. 

FOR  SALE:      SP-2000  Cameco  self-pro- 

pelled  field  loader  with  JD 

engine;  Talbot  mechanical 

FOR  SALE:      1  -row  Broussard  cane  cut- 

drum planter;  2500  Series 

ter;  1-row  Broussard  cane 

Int'l  truck,  conventional  400 

loader;  IH  1486  tractor. 

Cummins  engine,  9  speed 

Call  Kent  Soileau  at  (318) 

transmission,  and  new  tires. 

838-2459  home  or  (318) 

Call  David  Jarreau  at  (504) 

87§-1 300  mobile. 

627-9577. 

I 1 

SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF  "FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL" 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 

The  total  1  am  sending 

for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 


Address 


Phone- 


Make  che<  k  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Howl  (Sorry,  noC.O.D.s) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Howl 
107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


nMmfmm\\ 


SPECIAL    VOLUME    PRICES    AVAILABLE    UPON    REQUEST 
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CELEBRATING 


OUR  FIRST 


200  YEARS 
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Mailing  List  Update 

D    Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front 

cover. 

D    I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

Please  remove 

my 

name 

from  your  mailing  list. 

Name 

Address 
Citv 

State                     Zip 

Mail  to: 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 
P.O.  Drawer  938 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 

Commercial  Members  of  the 
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Abita  Root  Beer 

Made  with  Pure  Louisiana  Cane  Sugar 
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In  brewing  root  beer,  Abita  Brewery 
has  chosen  to  accentuate  the  tradi- 
tional herbal  flavors  found  in  Ameri- 
can root  beers  of  the  1940s  and  '50s.  They 
added  a  touch  of  vanilla  for  creaminess 
and  a  pinch  of  yucca  to  produce  a  lacy 
collar  of  foam.  Unlike  other  soft  drink 
manufacturers,  Abita  uses  only  Louisi- 
ana cane  sugar,  not  fructose  or  corn 
syrup.  It's  an  important  part  of  that  tra- 
ditional taste. 

Abita  Brewing  Company,  of  Abita 
Springs,  La.,  offer  tours  of  the  brewery  1 
p.m.  Saturdays.  The  gift  shop  is  open  10 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Monday  through  Saturday. 
They  are  located  4.2  miles  north  of  1-12 
(exit  No.  65)  in  the  piney  woods,  30  miles 
from  New  Orleans. 


Louisiana 
Brewed 
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Record-setting  power. 
Record-setting  fuel 
efficiency. 


It's  official.  Nebraska  test  results 
confirm  that  John  Deere  8000  Series 
Tractors  set  new  standards  in  power 
and  efficiency. 

Record-setting  power.  Highest 
PTO  power  and  drawbar  power  at  rated 
speed,  plus  the  highest  maximum 
drawbar  power  at  2,000  rpm . . .  these 
are  just  some  of  the  records  set  by  the 
225-hp  8400  Tractor.  All  8000  Series 


Tractors  also  set  records  for  highest 
hydraulic  power  available  at  remotes. 
Record-setting  fuel  efficiency.  The 

160-hp  8100, 180-hp  8200,  and  225-hp 
8400  all  set  records  for  average  drawbar 
fuel  economy  in  their  power  classes. 
Best  drawbar  fuel  economy  at  maximum 
power  (2,000  rpm)  also  went  to  the  8400. 

Visit  your  John  Deere  dealer  for 
the  record-setting  details. 


See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 
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The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co. 
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Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA 
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Quality  Equipment  Co. 
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by  Charlie  Melancon 


Quiet  in  Washington 

The  last  two  weeks  or  so  have  been  rela- 
tively quiet  in  Washington  with  a  Demo- 
cratic administration  and  the  Republican 
majority  in  Congress  bantering  back  and 
forth  over  Medicare,  Medicaid,  welfare 
reform  and  the  all-inclusive  budget 
battle.  Congress  will  attempt  to  send  to 
the  administration  a  budget  by  Nov.  13, 
as  the  government  is  presently  operating 
on  a  continuing  resolution  which  should 
expire  on  or  about  Nov.  15.  The  pundits 
are  predicting  President  Clinton  will 
veto  the  Budget  Reconciliation  Package 
as  he  has  already  vetoed  the  Congress' 
operating  budget,  which  was  sent  to  him 
earlier  and  is  another  bone  of  contention. 
As  legislation  affecting  sugar  stands 
at  this  writing  (Oct.  17),  there  are  some 
elements  of  both  the  House  and  Senate 
versions  that  are  acceptable  and  other 
items  that  cause  serious  concern.  It  is  our 
hope  that  rational  thinking  will  prevail 
as  we  continue  through  the  process.  It 
has  been  awfully  quiet  on  the  agricul- 
tural front  in  D.C.  the  last  several  weeks. 

American  Sugar  Farmers  Expose 
Giant  Food  Corporations 

Charles  Thibaut  was  in  Washington  Oct. 
17,  acting  as  spokesman  for  the  Ameri- 
can Sugar  Farmers,  which  is  a  group  that 
was  formed  recently  to  expose  the  greed 
and  hypocrisy  of  these  giant  food  corpo- 
rations and  their  attack  on  the  sugar  pro- 
gram and  its  farmers.  An  advertisement 
was  run  simultaneously  with  the  press 
conference  in  both  The  Wall  Street  Journal 
and  The  New  York  Times.  The  plan  of  the 


American  Sugar  Farmers  group  is  to 
single  out  the  corporate  food  and  soda 
giants  that  have  been  mounting  a  cam- 
paign against  the  American  sugar  indus- 
try. The  purpose  is  to  lay  bare  the  hypoc- 
risy of  these  corporate  Goliaths  and  to 
turn  up  the  heat  on  them  in  hopes  that 
the  American  consumers  in  Congress 
will  better  understand  their  real  reason 
for  wanting  to  abolish  the  sugar  program 
-  larger  corporate  profits! 

Weight  Problems  for  Bunkie  Area 
Growers 

In  the  recent  legislative  session,  the 
League  was  successful  in  getting  legisla- 
tion passed  to  provide  for  100,000  GVW 
limit  for  vehicles  traveling  on  the  state 
highways  carrying  sugarcane.  Addition- 
ally, because  1-49  from  Meeker  south  car- 
ried a  different  weight  restriction  then  all 
other  state  highways,  the  League  was 
successful  in  amending  another  piece  of 
legislation  that  would  allow  for  1-49  to 
become  an  alternate  state  highway,  for 
justifiable  reasons;  and  therefore,  100,000 
GVW  could  technically  be  acceptable  on 
this  stretch  of  interstate.  However,  on 
Sept.  29,  a  letter  from  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Transportation's  Office  of  Motor 
Carriers  was  directed  to  Secretary  Patin 
of  the  Louisiana  Department  of  High- 
ways advising  him  that  it  was  the  opin- 
ion of  the  USDOTD  that  the  new  law,  Act 
254,  was  inconsistent  with  federal 
weight  laws.  The  USDOTD  Office  of 
Motor  Carriers  in  its  letter  advised  that 
"additional  information  was  needed  be- 
fore he  (Sterlin  D.  Williams,  state  direc- 


tor)  could  determine  whether  the  act  is 
consistent  with  Louisiana's  Grandfather 
Permit  conditions.  Until  this  issue  can  be 
resolved,  the  state  should  not  allow  the 
alternate  route  authorized  by  Act  254." 
In  short,  the  feds  have  advised  the 
state  that  funds  for  maintenance  and 
upkeep  of  the  interstate  highway  system 
in  Louisiana  could  be  cut  off  if  enforce- 
ment of  the  weight  limits  on  the  inter- 
state, as  provided  by  federal  law,  was  not 
adhered  to.  The  League  will  continue  to 
work  with  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Transportation  Weights  and  Measures  in 
hopes  that  we  can  find  a  resolution  to 
this  continuing  problem.  For  the  time 
being,  I  can  only  ask  that  the  growers 
and  truckers  hauling  sugarcane  on  the 
interstate  attempt  to  conform,  as  best  as 
possible,  to  federal  law.  The  League  will 
look  into  the  matter  and  try  to  determine 
if  there  are  other  options  available  for  the 
Bunkie  area  haulers. 

Abita  Root  Beer 

You  may  have  heard  by  now  that  the 
Abita  Beer  people  of  Abita  Springs,  La., 
are  producing  a  root  beer  with  sugar 
rather  than  high  fructose  corn  syrup. 
This  product  is  a  premium  root  beer  just 
as  their  micro-brewed  beers  are  consid- 
ered premium  beers.  The  quantity  of  root 
beer  that  Abita  produces  may  not  be  in 
the  league  with  that  of  some  of  the  na- 
tionally advertised  brands,  but  they  are 
using  our  sugar.  I  encourage  everyone  in 
the  sugar  industry  to  give  Abita  Root 
Beer  a  try.  Not  only  is  it  an  excellent 
product,  but  the  design  on  the  carton 
label  utilizes  the  sugarcane  plant. 

Historic  New  Orleans  Collection 

There  will  be  an  exhibition  titled  "Rais- 
ing Cane:  200  Years  of  Louisiana  Sugar 
Production,"  on  display  through  March 
30,  1996,  at  the  Historic  New  Orleans 
Collection.  The  Historic  New  Orleans 


Collection  is  located  at  533  Royal  St.  in 
the  French  Quarter.  The  exhibition  con- 
tains 60  photographs  of  sugar  farms, 
field  workers  and  mills  by  five  contem- 
porary photographers  who  bring  to  life 
the  sugar  industry  in  south  Louisiana. 
Prints,  drawings,  maps,  old  photo- 
graphs, letters  and  three-dimensional 
objects  round  out  the  historical  dimen- 
sions of  the  exhibition.  Public  seminars 
are  planned  for  early  January. 

"Raising  Cane:  200  Years  of  Louisiana 
Sugar  Production"  is  free  and  open  to  the 
public  10  a.m.  to  4:45  p.m.  Tuesday 
through  Saturday,  except  holidays.  If 
you  would  like  more  information  about 
the  exhibit,  call  (504)  523-4662.  I  have 
seen  the  brochure  advertising  this  exhi- 
bition. If  it  is  any  indication  of  the  qual- 
ity of  the  display,  I  think  you  will  find  it 
to  be  of  much  interest  to  you  -  the  people 
of  the  sugar  industry. 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Sugar  Reform  Passed  in  Senate  Ag 
Committee,  House  Ag  Committee 
Unable  to  Reach  Agreement 

Senate  Agriculture  Committee  Republi- 
cans finally  approved  a  plan  to  cut  $13.5 
billion  from  federal  farm  spending  over 
the  next  seven  years.  Chairman  Richard 
Lugar  (R-IN)  advanced  his  measure 
which  cuts  farm  spending  through 
changes  in  the  calculation  of  deficiency 
payments  for  wheat  and  feed  grains,  and 
by  increasing  to  35  percent  the  share  of  a 
farmer's  crop  acreage  base  on  which 
they  may  not  receive  deficiency  pay- 
ments. The  measure  was  originally  de- 
feated as  Rick  Santorum  (R-PA)  sided 
with  the  eight  Democrats  on  the  panel  by 
voting  against  the  bill.  Ultimate  passage 
came  as  Santorum  voted  "present"  the 
second  time  around,  maintaining  that 
there  is  not  enough  reform  in  the  peanut 
and  sugar  programs.  The  bill  approved 
by  the  committee  will  make  dramatic 
changes  to  the  current  sugar  program, 
but  was  agreed  to  in  a  compromise  with 
committee  member  Larry  Craig  (R-ID), 
who  said  he  could  not  support  the 
chairman's  bill  if  it  weakened  the  sugar 
program. 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee 
passed  a  bill  that  ensures  the  sugar  pro- 
gram will  be  extended  through  crop  year 
2002,  and  maintain  the  no-cost  provision. 
Marketing  allotments  are  repealed  and 
marketing  assessments  are  extended 
through  fiscal  year  2003.  Beginning  in  FY 
1996,  marketing  assessments  are  in- 
creased by  25  percent  to  1.375  percent  of 


18  cents  for  sugarcane  and  1.47425  per- 
cent of  18  cents  for  sugarbeets.  Further, 
loans  are  recourse,  but  will  convert  to 
non-recourse  when  imports  equal  or  ex- 
ceed 1.340  million  STRV.  Unlike  the 
House  version,  which  sets  the 
recourse-to-nonrecourse  threshold  at 
1.257  million  STRV,  but  increases  it  at  a 
rate  of  103  percent  of  the  previous  year 's 
level,  culminating  at  1.501  million  strv  in 
FY  2003,  the  threshold  in  the  Senate  ver- 
sion will  remain  at  1.340  over  the  seven 
years.  The  loan  rate  remains  at  18  cents 
per  pound  for  raw  cane  sugar  as  dictated 
by  current  law.  All  loan  program  partici- 
pants, whether  making  recourse  or 
nonrecourse  loans,  must  make  mini- 
mum grower  payments.  Borrowers  who 
forfeit  incur  a  loan  forfeiture  penalty  im- 
posed through  an  assessment  equal  to 
one  cent  per  pound  for  raw  cane  sugar, 
and  an  equivalent  amount  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Agriculture  secretary  for 
beet  sugar.  The  bill  was  sent  to  the  Senate 
Budget  Committee  to  be  included  in 
their  budget  reconciliation  package. 

When  House  Agriculture  Chairman 
Pat  Roberts  (R-KS)  failed  to  get  the  re- 
quired votes  for  passage  of  his  Freedom 
to  Farm  Act,  he  adjourned  the  committee 
and  informed  the  House  Budget  Com- 
mittee that  his  committee  could  not 
reach  agreement.  Budget  Chairman  John 
Kasich  (R-OH)  announced  on  Oct.  11 
that  he  intends  to  present  Freedom  To 
Farm  to  the  House  Rules  Committee 
when  that  committee  crafts  a  rule  for 
bringing  the  1996  budget  reconciliation 


package  to  the  floor.  The  Rules  Commit- 
tee is  unlikely  to  permit  any  amend- 
ments to  the  Freedom  to  Farm  language 
which  is  expected  to  be  in  the  budget 
reconciliation  bill,  leaving  the  structure 
of  Freedom  to  Farm  intact  until  the 
House  and  Senate  conference  commit- 
tees meet  to  resolve  differences  between 
their  versions  of  the  reconciliation  bills. 
GOP  leaders  maintain  their  commitment 
to  passing  a  balanced  budget  reconcilia- 
tion package  by  Nov.  13  and  to  then  for- 
ward it  to  President  Clinton. 

Agriculture  Appropriations 
Approved 

The  House  and  Senate  gave  final  ap- 
proval to  a  $63.2  billion  spending  bill  for 
rural  development,  food  and  nutrition, 
and  agriculture-related  programs  in  FY 
1996  after  GOP  leaders  quelled  dissent  in 
the  Republican  ranks  and  Democrats 
failed  to  muster  the  votes  to  send  the  bill 
back  to  the  conference  committee.  The 
conference  report  was  cleared  by  a  voice 
vote  in  the  Senate  and  passed  in  the 
House  188-132  after  a  motion  to  recom- 
mit the  report  back  to  the  conferees  was 
defeated.  Rep.  David  Obey  (D-WI)  and 
Rep.  Richard  Durbin  (D-IL)  made  the 
motion  to  recommit,  objecting  to 
Senate-passed  language  that  would  pre- 
vent the  Agriculture  Department  from 
implementing  a  new  rule  to  ban  labeling 
chickens  chilled  below  26  degrees  as 
"fresh."  A  coalition  of  Republicans  on 
the  Agriculture  Committee,  Budget 
Committee  and  other  conservative 
members  also  opposed  the  bill  claiming 
it  "raided  mandatory  spending  accounts 
in  order  to  continue  funding  pork-barrel 
projects,"  specifically  pointing  to  $58 
million  for  the  construction  of  27  build- 
ings mainly  located  in  the  districts  of 
House  GOP  freshman.  House  Agricul- 
ture Committee  Chairman  Pat  Roberts 
(R-KS),  though  supporting  the  bill  as 


passed  originally  in  the  House,  com- 
plained that  the  bill  the  conferees  re- 
turned "stole  money"  from  six  manda- 
tory accounts  under  his  committee's  ju- 
risdiction and  used  those  funds  for  dis- 
cretionary spending  in  order  to  avoid 
making  cuts  in  those  programs.  Only  29 
Republicans  joined  128  Democrats  in  the 
vote  to  recommit  the  bill.  The  Agricul- 
ture Appropriations  bill  becomes  only 
the  third  of  13  bills  to  advance  to  the 
White  House.  President  Clinton  is  ex- 
pected to  sign. 

Sen.  Campbell  Leaves  Agriculture 
Committee  as  Packwood  Vacancies 
are  Filled 

Senator  Bob  Packwood's  (R-OR)  resigna- 
tion this  month  caused  a  shake-up  in 
Senatorial  committee  assignments  as 
slots  on  Finance  and  Commerce  became 
vacant.  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell 
(R-CO)  chose  to  leave  the  Agriculture 
Committee  in  exchange  for  a  seat  on  the 
Appropriations  Committee  that  was  va- 
cated when  Sen.  Phil  Gramm  left  to  join 
Finance.  Campbell  received  the  slot  on 
Agriculture  earlier  this  year  when  he 
switched  to  the  Republican  party.  Sen. 
Charles  Grassley  (R-IA)  will  replace 
Campbell  and  Sen.  Hank  Brown  (R-CO) 
will  take  Grassley's  seat  on  Governmen- 
tal Affairs.  Sen.  Bill  Frist  (R-TN)  ex- 
changed his  seat  on  Banking  for  Com- 
merce. Sen.  Pete  Domenici  (R-NM)  will 
fill  Banking. 

Senator  Barbara  Mikulski  Introduces 
The  Sugar  Competitiveness  Act 

On  Oct.  10,  Sen.  Barbara  Mikulski 
(D-MD)  introduced  a  bill  (S.1302)  titled 
The  Sugar  Competitiveness  Act  to  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture,  Nutrition 
and  Forestry.  According  to  Mikulski,  the 
bill  will  "restore  competitiveness  to  the 
sugar  industry  by  reforming  the  Federal 
Sugar  Program  and  thereby  ensuring 


that  consumers  have  an  uninterrupted 
supply  of  sugar  at  reasonable  prices." 
The  bill  proposes  to  eliminate  marketing 
allotments  and  reduce  the  raw  sugar 
cane  loan  rate  from  18  cents  to  12  cents 
per  pound  at  a  rate  of  2  cents  per  year 
over  the  next  three  years.  It  regulates  im- 
ports to  ensure  that  the  market  for  raw 
cane  sugar  does  not  exceed  the  loan  rate 
or  the  world  market  price,  whichever  is 
higher.  It  provides  for  three-month  CCC 
loans  and  converts  those  loans  from  a 
nonrecourse  to  a  recourse  basis.  Finally, 
it  increases  the  sugar  marketing  assess- 
ment and  extends  the  assessment  to  im- 
ported sugar.  This  bill,  supported  by  the 
Sugar  Cane  Refiners,  joins  two  others 
supported  by  opponents  of  the  current 
sugar  program.  The  Miller-Schumer  bill 
(HR  1687)  in  the  House  and  the 
Reid-Gregg  bill  (S  847)  in  the  Senate  is 
being  backed  by  a  coalition  of  sweetener 


users,  environmentalists  and  others  who 
call  for  the  outright  elimination  of  the 
domestic  sugar  program. 

World  Agricultural  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates 

On  Oct.  11,  the  USDA  reported  that  end- 
ing stocks  for  sugar  in  1995-96  are  down 
from  last  month's  estimate  because  of 
greater  than  expected  1994-95  imports. 
U.S.  sugar  production  in  FY  1995-96  is 
unchanged  at  7.65  million  short  tons, 
raw  value.  Beet  sugar  production  is 
down  because  of  a  lower  recovery  rate 
and  lower  than  expected  sugarbeet 
yields  in  Michigan  and  the  plains  states. 
Cane  sugar  production  is  up  due  to  revi- 
sions in  Florida  and  Louisiana.  Forecasts 
for  1995-96  in  thousands  of  short  tons 
are:  Florida,  1,770;  Hawaii,  460;  Louisi- 
ana 950;  Puerto  Rico  40;  and  Texas,  130. 
see  Washington  Update,  page  22 
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SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL" 


Please  send  me 


copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 


plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  am  sending 
for  my  complete  order  is 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.s) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


SPECIAL    VOLUME    PRICES    AVAILABLE    UPON    REQUEST 
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Don't  Spend 
All  Your  Pennies 
leasing  A  Tractor 


Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

"Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 


CB 


M&L 

INDUSTRIES 
INCORPORATED 


<7wW  Since  1953 


<FORD  NEW  HOLLAND 


Houma 

1210  St.  Charles  St. 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 
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FARM        NO  T  E  S 


by  Dr.  Charley  Rjchard 

Texas  Bus  Trip  -  Early  Harvest  Report 
Hurricane  Opal  -  Seed  Cane 


The  League  is  organizing  a  bus  trip 
to  the  Texas  sugar  industry  in 
early  February.  The  Texas  indus- 
try will  still  be  operating  as  of  that  date, 
and  as  most  people  recognize,  is  entirely 
chopper  harvested.  The  sugarcane  fields 
are  mixed  among  other  commodities 
and  lie  adjacent  to  cities  and  tourist  ar- 
eas. As  a  result,  the  industry  has  regula- 
tions with  regards  to  the  burning  of  cane 
fields.  With  the  concern  for  environmen- 
tal regulations,  our  harvest  systems  in 
Louisiana,  and  the  unique  transport  sys- 
tem in  use  in  Texas,  this  trip  should  be 
extremely  informative.  In  addition,  the 
tour  will  visit  vegetable  and  other  crop 
industries  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley.  The 
cost  of  the  trip  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined, but  the  tentative  dates  for  the  trip 
are  Feb.  4  to  9,  which  is  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  ASSCT  in  Baton  Rouge.  Seats 
are  on  a  first-come,  first-serve  basis. 
Those  interested  in  reserving  a  seat  on 


q  niub 


the  bus  should  immediately  send  in  a  $50 
per  person  deposit  along  with  the  form 
below.  Additional  information  will  be 
sent  to  those  on  the  list  as  arrangements 
are  completed. 

Early  Harvest  Report 

The  first  Louisiana  factories  to  start  op- 
erations during  the  1995  campaign  were 
Alma,  Enterprise  and  Evan  Hall  on  Sept. 
28.  As  of  this  writing  (Oct.  16),  all  but  one 
factory  has  begun  the  grinding  season. 
The  final  factory  to  begin  the  campaign 
will  be  Lafourche,  which  plans  to  have 
started  on  Oct.  18.  The  Columbia  factory 
in  Edgard  (Caire  and  Graugnard)  will 
not  grind  cane  in  1995  but  will  continue 
processing  to  supply  its  customers.  As  a 
result,  there  will  be  only  19  factories 
grinding  cane  this  year  although  there 
will  still  be  20  factories  in  the  processing 
business  in  Louisiana. 

Results  of  the  early  grinding  season 


Texas  Bus  Trip  Reservation  Form 


Please  reserve 


seat(s)  for  the  Texas  Bus  Trip. 


Enclosed  is  my  deposit  for  $50  per  person. 


Name 


Address 
City 


State 


Zip 


Phone  (. 


Mail  completed  form  and  check  or  money  order  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League,  Texas  Bus  Trip, 

P.O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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are  very  much  mixed.  Sugar  per  ton 
yields  seem  to  be  less  than  expected 
while  tonnage  appears  to  be  slightly 
above  last  year's  results,  as  had  been 
predicted  by  many  growers.  Although 
variations  among  areas,  and  even  within 
areas  are  large,  many  growers  still  find 
themselves  with  roughly  the  same  sugar 
per  acre  as  they  experienced  in  1994  at 
this  same  time. 

Many  growers  are  complaining  that 
Polado  did  not  produce  expected  results 
in  improved  sugar  per  ton.  Growers 
should  remember  that  Polado  normally 
provides  a  percentage  improvement 
over  the  sugar  that  is  already  present  and 
does  not  increase  sugar  to  any  theoretical 
value.  Dr.  Legendre  of  the  USDA  Station 
in  Houma  reports  that  a  10  to  15  percent 
increase  can  normally  be  expected.  The 
low  results  experienced  so  far  this  year 
may  simply  be  due  to  below  normal 
sugar  in  the  cane  without  any  Polado  at 
this  time  in  the  season.  Additionally, 
cane  is  still  trying  to  grow  and  there  are 
still  a  lot  of  green  leaves  on  the  cane. 
Short  cane  being  delivered  to  the  facto- 
ries has  more  than  the  desired  amount  of 
tops  and  green  leaves.  Some  growers  feel 
that  short  cane,  due  to  the  late  summer 
dry  weather,  did  not  or  could  not  re- 
spond well  to  lighter  rates  of  Polado. 
Visual  symptoms  of  Polado  treatment, 
such  as  germinating  eyes  on  the  upper 
stalk,  have  not  been  as  apparent  as  is  the 
case  in  normal  height  cane.  There  have 
also  been  indications  by  certain  growers 
that  Polado  applied  with  more  water 
than  with  normal  applications  has  given 
better  results. 

Most  growers  have  more  older 
stubble  this  year  than  they  normally 
carry.  This  older  cane  has  generally 
yielded  close  to  expectations  and  better 
than  older  stubble  did  when  previous 
varieties  were  grown.  Many  growers  feel 
that  these  stubble  yields  are  certainly  a 


result  of  the  mild  winters  experienced 
over  the  last  five  years. 

Based  on  tonnage  predictions,  antici- 
pated maturity  and  the  395,953  acres  for 
the  1995  crop,  many  feel  that  the  indus- 
try will  once  again  produce  near  the  mil- 
lion ton  level  in  sugar.  With  the  acreage 
reported  by  Consolidated  Farm  Services 
Administration  and  a  normal  seed  cane 
usage,  there  should  be  some  364,000 
acres  harvested  for  sugar.  This  will  con- 
stitute a  new  state  record  for  total  acre- 
age as  well  as  acreage  harvested  for 
sugar. 

Hurricane  Opal 

On  Oct.  4,  Hurricane  Opal  travelled 
northeast  through  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
adjacent  to  a  cold  front  and  passed  south 
of  Louisiana  before  striking  the  pan- 
handle of  Florida.  As  it  passed,  the  winds 
and  rain  associated  with  the  cold  front 
and  hurricane  caused  some  lodging 
throughout  much  of  the  cane  belt.  Gener- 
ally the  heavier  plant  cane  fell,  although 
it  was  not  tangled  but  rather  laid  over 
mostly  in  one  direction.  Rain  totals  were 
generally  about  an  inch  although  a  few 
areas  experienced  considerably  more. 
Because  it  was  so  dry  at  the  time,  the 
muddy  conditions  lasted  only  a  few  days 
and  dry  harvest  conditions  quickly  re- 
sumed. The  few  rainy  days  did  cause 
additional  losses  in  sugar  content  over 
the  low  numbers  already  being  experi- 
enced. The  Louisiana  sugar  industry  is 
indeed  fortunate  that  it  did  not  experi- 
ence the  140  mph  winds  associated  with 
this  Category  4  storm. 

Seed  Cane 

The  future  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  indus- 
try depends  greatly  on  its  ability  to  keep 
good  records.  In  order  to  accurately  cal- 
culate harvested  yields,  the  number  of 
acres  farmers  use  for  seed  need  to  be  re- 
ported to  your  county  office  of  the  Con- 
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solidated  Farm  Services  Administration 
(formerly  the  ASCS  office).  Without  seed 
cane  acreage,  state  yields  of  cane  and 
sugar  per  acre  are  just  a  guess.  In  these 
modern  times  of  computers,  satellites 
and  other  fancy  things,  it  should  not  be 
difficult  to  calculate  the  acreage  one  uses 
for  seed.  It  simply  takes  a  little  time.  It  is 
extremely  important  that  you  report  this 
acreage  to  the  county  office  so  that  accu- 
rate state  and  parish  yields  can  be  re- 
corded. If  your  county  office  has  not  yet 
contacted  you  for  this  number,  then  call 
them  and  insist  that  they  take  it  while 
you  can  easily  calculate  the  number.  The 
future  of  our  industry  depends  on  indi- 
vidual farmers  keeping  accurate  records 
of  their  production.  Your  future  in  this 
industry  depends  upon  your  ability  to 
continue  to  increase  your  level  of  pro- 
ductivity. These  records  cannot  be  re- 
corded unless  you  take  the  time  to  do  so. 


Ask  your  LAND 
BANK  ASSOCIATION 
about     ...   financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today 
are  looking  at  ways  to  increase 
their  productivity  ...   buy  or  im- 
prove land   ...   build   new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION 
can  provide  Jong-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,   see  the  people  at  the 
Land   Batik  Association  to 
discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Baton  Rouge 
(504)  293-2691  CEW5ifi 
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200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 
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A  Sweet  Surprise"  takes  young  readers  on  a  tour  of  a  sugar  cane  mill  and  introduces 
one  of  Louisiana's  oldest  industries.  In  this  original  story  by  Pamela  Folse  of 
Vacherie,  Lovey  and  Therese  have  a  "sweet  surprise"  for  Juan  Diego,  a  Mexican 
immigrant  living  on  a  South 
Louisiana  sugar  cane  farm  with  his  father,  a  field  hand. 
Before  revealing  the  surprise,  the  children  tour  a  mill  and 
discover  how  cane  becomes  sugar.    Beautifully  illustrated 
by  Geralyn  Millet,  also  of  Vacherie.  This  is  a  durable,  hardcover 
children's  book 
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*** 
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"We  in  the  Louisiana  sugar 

industry  are  excited  about  this 

book  and  highly  recommend  it 

for  children  of  all  ages." 

— Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  Chairman, 
Bicentennial  Committee, 
American  Sugar  Cane 
League  of  the  USA 
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Order  Form  -  Order  Early! 


*&>'&*► 


lOt 


Ok 


"•^s^as. 


14 


Please  send signed  copies  at  $14.95  each  = 

Add  4%  La.  Sales  Tax  = 
Add  $2.00  Shipping  &  Handling  Per  Book  = 

Total  Enclosed  = 

Return  with  Check  to  Blue  Heron  Press 

RO.  Box  550  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

We  will  ship  anywhere  in  the  continental  U.S.A. 

NAME    


*torr 


ADDRESS 


ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver.  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants.  Inc. 


Title  V  of  the  Federal  Clean  Air  Act 
Amendments  of  1990  requires 
that  every  major  source  of  air  pol- 
lution obtain  an  operating  permit.  "Ma- 
jor source"  is  defined  as  including  every 
manufacturing  establishment  that  emits 
100  tons  per  year  or  more  of  a  regulated 
air  pollutant  such  as  nitrogen  oxides. 
Nearly  every  sugar  mill  now  operating 
in  Louisiana  is  a  major  source,  according 
to  Title  V  regulations. 

The  operating  permits  required  by 
Title  V  are  not  the  same  as  the  air  emis- 
sion permits  and  de-facto  or  "grandfa- 
ther" permits  now  held  by  sugar  mills. 
Such  existing  permits  will  terminate 
when  the  Title  V  permits  are  issued  and 
thereafter  the  Title  V  permits  will  be  the 
basis  for  regulatory  enforcement.  On 
Sept.  12,  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protec- 
tion Agency  granted  final  approval  of 
the  Louisiana  Program  for  Title  V  per- 
mitting and  Louisiana  Department  of 
Environmental  Quality  officials  advised 
that  the  Louisiana  program  began  offi- 
cially on  Oct.  12.  Sugar  mills  will  have 
until  Oct.  12, 1996,  to  submit  applications 
for  Title  V  permits. 

The  Title  V  program,  and  other  com- 
ponents of  the  1990  Clean  Air  Act 
amendments,  have  been  controversial 
from  the  outset.  In  1990,  Congress  passed 
any  bill  requested  by  EPA  and  its  envi- 
ronmentalist constituency  with  no  cost/ 
benefit  justification  required.  The  origi- 
nal rules  proposed  by  EPA  were  onerous 
and  would  have  unnecessarily  closed 
down  much  U.S.  manufacturing,  or 
forced  it  to  move  overseas.  Technical  re- 


view and  Congressional  oversight  criti- 
cism has  caused  delays  in  getting  the 
program  underway. 

The  new  Congress  is  obviously  nol 
pleased  with  EPA  performance  undei 
Title  V.  Senator  Lauch  Faircloth  (R-NCJ 
has  accurately  described  the  Title  V  pro- 
gram as  "a  massive  paperwork  exercise 
program  that  will  do  nothing  to  improve 
air  quality."  Senator  James  Inhofe  (R-OK; 
has  called  for  repeal  of  the  program 
Congressional  committees  have  urged  a 
recalcitrant  EPA  to  delay  the  program  f oi 
a  year  or  more,  until  Congress  can  fix  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  hopefully  in  1996. 

The  Louisiana  Title  V  Program  re- 
quirements do  not  impact  sugar  mills  as 
severely  as  chemical  plants  and  petro- 
leum refineries.  Sugar  mills  escape  mosl 
of  the  onerous  control,  monitoring  and 
reporting  requirements  because  New 
Source  Performance  Standards  are  usu- 
ally not  applicable.  Boilers  burning  less 
than  100  MMBTU/hr  of  fuel,  or  fueled  9C 
percent  or  more  by  bagasse,  are  exempl 
from  NSPS.  Therefore,  most  sugar  mills 
should  be  permitted  to  operate  with  fa- 
cilities they  now  have,  provided  the} 
comply  with  existing  regulations.  There 
could  be  a  problem  if  a  mill  chooses  tc 
burn  over  100  MMBTU/hr  of  natural  ga< 
in  a  boiler  built  since  1984,  because  NSPE 
requirements  would  apply. 

The  only  foreseeable  benefit  from  c 
federal  delay  at  this  late  date  would  be  te 
extend  the  deadline  for  LDEQ  to  review 
applications  and  issue  Title  V  permit! 
from  October  1999  to  October  2000,  but  h 
that  really  a  benefit? 
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ATTENTION 

SUGAR  CANE 


_ 


GRAMOXONE"  EXTRA  herbicide  has  been  granted  a 
24c  label  for  use  in  sugar  cane  in  Louisiana  prior  to  crop 
emergence  (prior  to  emergence  of  new  growth)  to  control 
over-wintering  weeds.  GRAMOXONE  EXTRA  aids  in 
drying  and  warming  of  the  seedbed  by  eliminating  winter 
vegetation,  which  in  turn  reduces  root  rot  and  promotes 
shoot  development. 


Other  benefits  include: 

■  reduces  competition  for  plant  nutrients 
from  over-wintering  weeds 

■  fast-acting 

■  effective  under  a  broad  range  of 
temperatures 

■  tankmix  flexibility 

■  rainfast  within  30  minutes 

■  cost-effective 


For  more  information,  contact  your  local  dealer,  consultant, 
Extension  agent  or  Zeneca  representative. 


ZENECA    Ag  Products 


'OIW5.  Zeneca  Inc.  A  business  unit  of  Zeneca  Inc. 

GRAMOXONE"  is  a  trademark  ofa  Zeneca  Group 

Company.  Gramoxone  Extra  is  .1  restricted  use  pesticide 

Farm  Safely.  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions 


1994  High  Yield  Award 


EDWARD  PI 

(right) 

Top  20  Prod 

1st  Place 
Top  Parish  F 

Iberia  Par 
District  Acre, 
Category  Wi 

Iberia  Count: 
Norris  Grabe 


WENCESLAUS 
PROVOST,  SR. 

(right) 

Top  20  Producer 
15th  Place 

Iberia  County  Agent 
Norris  Grabert 


f-      *V  •  fW  JOHNPRO\ 

*  (right) 

f      . '  Top  20  Prod 

;;*<A,  13th  Placi 

:  Iberia  Count 

rti  Norris  Grab* 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


,5w^*J 


General  w«7    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 

Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269     Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 

assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)  364-0217 


First  South  PCA 


W 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 
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I     WENCELSAU 
PROVOST,  JF 

I     (right) 
I     District  Acreac 
Category  Wini 

Iberia  County , 
Norris  Grabert 


f 


RICKY  JUDICE  (right)     |f 
of  RICKY  JUDICE 
FARMS 

Top  20  Producer 

10th  Place 
District  Acreage 
Category  Winner 

Iberia  County  Agent 
Norris  Grabert 


'"       '^ iViS''        ' 


NICK,  ANGEL 
MIKE  ACCAR 
of  IDLEWILD  I 

Top  Parish  Pre 
St.  Mary  Pa 

St.  Mary  Coun 
Don  Fontenot 


Bayou  Service  Co.  loo 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA        (3181  229-6415 


Send  your  order  today! 


Tie  up  the  last  of  your 

Christmas  shopping 

by  ordering 

a  "Sugar  Tie"! 

100%  Silk  Men's  Necktie 
with  a  sugar  theme 

Promote  sugar  by  wearing  some 
around  your  neck 


VISA  &  Mastercard  accepted  or 
make  check  payable  to:   Kriedt 
Enterprises  Ltd.,  129  S.  Cortez  St., 
New  Orleans,  LA  701 19 
504-482-3914  or  Fax:  504-482-4205 


$29.95 

Plus  4%  LA  State  Tax 

(Available  in  Navy  or  Gray/Black) 


ROLAND  TALBOT 

(right) 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Terrebonne  Parish 

Terrebone  County 
Agent  Barton  Joffrion 


"MIGHTY"  ROUGEE,  JOE,  ALFRED,  TIM,  "BIGGY"  &  MIKE  HEBERT 
of  HEBERT  BROTHERS  FARMS,  INC. 

Top  20  Producer 

17th  Place 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Lafourche  County  Agent  Mike  Hebert  (right) 


t  >:■■■■  I    » 


;!« 


KEITH  ZERINGUE 

KEITH  ZERINGUE 
FARM  (right) 
Top  20  Producer 
18th  Place 


Lafourche  County 
Agent  Mike  Hebert 
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Washington  Update,  cont.  from  p.  9 

Imports  in  1994-95  are  less  than  that 
forecasted  last  month  because  29,000 
tons  did  not  enter,  and  early  entries  of 
1995-96  TRQ  sugar  at  50,000  tons  were 
less  than  had  been  authorized.  Exports  in 
1994-95  are  raised  80,000  tons.  Estimates 
for  reexport  program  sugar  transferred 
to  manufacturers  of  sugar-containing 
products  for  reexport  are  reduced  for 
both  1994-95  and  1995-96. 


yuun  the 
Gcui&  Jlecujue, 


Croomate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIB0DAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.  415&44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)638-8343 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
for  Sugar  Cane 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 

Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 
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OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

1010  FLORIDA  BOULEVARD  •  BATON  ROUGE,  LA  70802  •  (504)  344-8080  •  FAX  (504)  383-4793  •  (800)  349-3440 


More  Dollars  Saved  Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

Class  Cod* 
Description 

Competition 

Rates/$100 

LCTA-SIF 

Rates/$100 

Head  to  Head 
Savings 

Sugar  Cane  Milling 

16.71 

10.40 

37.8% 

Sugar  Refining 

5.72 

4.07 

28.8% 

Sugar  Cane  Plantation 

15.58 

11.68 

25% 

&  Drivers 

Clerical/Office 

1.01 

0.61 

39.6% 

Your  business  may  qualify  for  up  to  an  additional  15%  prompt  pay  discount. 

Call  now  for  a  quote  on  affordable  coverage!  (800)  349-3440 
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MANUEL,  BOE 
P.J.  ACOSTA 

ACOSTA 
BROTHERS 

Top  20  Product 
11th  Place 


Vi.<£ST=a^ 


Lafourche  Paris 
Agent  Mike  Het 
(right) 


fhl^-J 
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JKi. ,     JUL 

GUY  VIATOR,  BRET  VIATOR,  JOHN  ALFRED  NOONIE,  PAT  VIATOR,  THOMAS  VIATOR  &  PAUL 
of  A  &  M  FARMS,  INC.  (Malcolm  Viator  was  not  available  for  photo) 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


Iberia  County  Agent  Norris  Grabert  (center) 


s«^P 
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1    LYNWOOD,  SI 

i    ERIC,  and  LYS^ 

HEBERT 

'^ji  '#    of  HEBERT  FA 

*      Top20Produc 

4th  Place 

Top  Parish  Pro 

t    v      "  >  ^       St.  Landry  P 

District  Acreag 

Category  Winn 

St.  Landry  Cou 
Bj    Agent  Keith  Nc 
(right) 


^ 


AARON,  DALE,  & 
RICHARD  DUHON, 
BRYAN  PICARD  & 
FRANCIS  VINCENT 
of  3-D  SUGAR 
FARMS,  INC. 
Top  Parish  Producer 
Lafayette  Parish 

Lafayette  County 
Agent  Stan  Dutile 
(right) 


ERIC  &  DANIEL 

DUPONT 

of  ERIC  &  DANIEL 

DUPONT  FARMS 

Top  Parish  Producer 

St.  Martin  Parish 
District  Acreage 
Category  Winner 

St.  Martin  County 
Agent  Al  Guidry  (right) 


!  \W%0 


ALEX  TRABONA 

(left) 

District  Acreage 

Category  Winner 

Pointe  Coupee 
County  Agent  Miles 


*5hV     Brashier  (right) 
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CELEBRATING 


OUR  FIRST 


200  YEARS 
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Mailing  List  Update 

D    Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front  cover. 

□    I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  Please  remove  my 

name 

from  your  mailing  list. 

Name 

Address 
Citv 

State                     Zip 

Mail  to: 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 

P.O.  Drawer  938 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 

Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ARGENT  BANK 
P.O.  Box  819  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

BANK  OF  COMMERCE 
P.O.  Box  369  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

BROUSSARD,  BUSH  &  HURST,  INC. 

1167HaymarketDr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE  IH 

P.O.  Box  171818 

Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBANK 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

DEERE  &  COMPANY 
John  Deere  Rd.  Moline,  IL  61265 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOC. 
P.O.  Box  432  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

P.O.  Box  15747  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  LAFAYETTE 
P.O.  Box  90F  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

GULF  ENGINEERS  &  CONSULTANTS,  INC. 
9357  Interline  Ave.         Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 


LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  7030 

LOUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 
1010  Florida  Bvld.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  7080 

LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  SECURITY  BANK 
P.O.  Box  108  420  Mississippi  S 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 
12328  Hwy.  44  Gonzales,  LA  7073 

MONSANTO 
800N.  Lindbergh  Blvd. 

St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  INDUSTRIES 

1210  St.  Charles  St.  Houma,  LA  7036 

3811  Hwy.  90  East  Broussard,  LA  7051 

5810  Airline  Hwy.         Baton  Rouge,  LA  7080 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E. 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

RHONE-POULENC  AG  CO. 

P.O.  Box  12014 

Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  587  Franklin,  LA  7053 

SCOTT  CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT 

P.O.  Box  340 

Broussard,  LA  70518 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  81189 

Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Grou 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE  CO.  INC 
P.O.  Box  60620  New  Orleans,  LA  7016 

SOUTHLAND  TRUCK  CENTER,  INC. 
421  W.  Railroad  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  607  St.  Martinville,  LA  7058 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2200 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 
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Louisiana  Sugar  Cane 
Fair  and  Festival 


The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Fair 
and  Festival  Association  held  its 
annual  coronation  of  Queen 
Sugar  at  the  festivities  in  September. 
Rebecca  Rene  Spangler,  a  resident  of  St. 
Mary  Parish,  was  crowned  Queen  Sugar 
LIV.  Rebecca  is  the  daughter  of  Catherine 
Alleman  and  the  late  Carl  Spangler.  On 
the  cover  of  this  issue,  Rebecca  poses 
with  King  Sucrose  Dan  Duplantis. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
for  Sugar  Cane 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 
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Don't  Let  Workers' 

Compensation 

Insurance  Cost  Tie 

Your 

Down! 


SB 


Call 


■ 


OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'    COMPENSATION    SELE    INSURERS    EUND 


■ 


and  Cut  Those  Cost. 

(800)  349-3440 
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THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


A  View  Into  the  Future 


As  of  Nov.  20,  it  appears  that  the 
Congress  has  reported  a  confer- 
ence agreement  on  sugar  for  in- 
clusion in  the  fiscal  year  1996  Budget 
Reconciliation  Act.  Over  the  last  2 1/2 
years,  which  is  the  major  portion  of  my 
first  three  years  with  the  League,  it  has 
been  a  real  roller  coaster  ride  of  emotions 
for  me.  There  were  days  filled  with  emo- 
tional highs,  such  as  the  day  when  the 
entire  industry  came  to  an  agreement 
that  would  be  forwarded  to  Congress; 
and  then  the  lows,  such  as  the  day  when 
Congress  immediately  pitched  out  the 
proposal  that  we  had  worked  on  for 
more  than  two  years.  There  were  the 
committee  hearings,  department  hear- 
ings and  daily  maneuvering  by  both 
sides  of  this  debate,  on  and  off  Capital 
Hill.  There  were  ad  campaigns  against 
our  industry,  as  well  as  ad  campaigns  for 
our  industry.  Now  on  this  day,  I  will  at- 
tempt to  give  you  a  view  into  the  future 
as  to  what  this  new  sugar  program  might 
bring  for  domestic  sugar,  and  in  particu- 
lar, for  Louisiana. 

During  much  of  the  maligning  of  our 
industry  by  the  commercial  users,  they 
and  their  supporters  in  Congress  con- 
tinuously referred  to  the  sugar  industry 
as  "big  sugar."  The  irony  is  that  the  pro- 
posal that  was  finally  adopted  by  the 
Conference  Committee  could,  in  fact,  be 
the  catalyst  for  driving  small  family-run 
operations  towards  becoming  larger  in 
order  to  survive.  With  no  production 
controls,  the  threat  of  massive  expansion 
by  some  segments  of  the  domestic  sugar 


industry  and  the  need  to  be  efficient  pro- 
ducers will  probably  bring  change  to  our 
industry  in  Louisiana  during  the  next 
seven  years.  To  say,  at  this  time,  that  the 
sugar  industry  can  extract  another  sugar 
program  in  seven  years  from  our  govern- 
ment would  be  pure  speculation  on  my 
part.  As  I  read  through  the  conference 
report  and  look  to  the  future  I  think  that 
this  sugar  program,  if  not  altered  by  a 
farm  bill  this  next  spring  or  eliminated 
by  any  outright  legislation,  will  see  Loui- 
siana growers  tightening  their  proverbial 
"belts"  in  order  to  make  profits.  Addi- 
tionally, what  this  Congress  will  have  us 
live  with  will  cause  all  the  growers  in  this 
state  to  have  to  assess  their  position  in 
regards  to  size  and  efficiency  almost 
immediately.  My  worst  fear  is  that  there 
will  be  no  such  thing  as  a  small  grower 
by  the  turn  of  the  century  and  thereafter. 
To  tell  you  what  size  it  will  take  in  vol- 
ume to  reduce  unit  cost  and  to  be  effi- 
cient will  vary  with  each  grower  and 
operation.  To  tell  you  that  everyone  who 
is  presently  farming  will  be  able  to  con- 
tinue to  farm  would  be  dishonest  on  my 
part. 

The  speculators  have  it  that  the  grow- 
ers and  the  mills  that  survive  will  sur- 
vive because  of  size  and  efficiencies  and 
not  necessarily  price.  Louisiana  will 
probably  have  as  many  or  more  acres  in 
sugarcane,  with  less  growers  or  grower 
operations  farming  these  acres.  You  are 
already  seeing  some  restructuring  of  the 
processors  in  the  state.  Everyone  in  the 
industry  is  aware  of  consolidations,  dis- 


cussions  of  consolidations,  and  enlarge- 
ments of  mills  that  are  occurring  at  this 
time.  There  is  speculation  that  Louisiana 
will  have  between  eight  and  12  sugar 
mills  grinding  as  many,  if  not  more,  tons 
of  sugarcane  individually  and  collec- 
tively by  the  turn  of  the  century.  The 
bottom  line  is  the  cost  of  producing  each 
pound  of  sugar  will  need  to  be  reduced 
for  profits  and  survival.As  occurred  be- 
tween the  1960s  and  today  when  Louisi- 
ana had  40  plus  sugar  mills  and  1,500 
plus  growers,  Louisiana  again  will  prob- 
ably be  faced  with  reductions  in  the 
number  of  processing  facilities  and  pro- 
ducers. If  in  fact  these  things  do  become 
reality,  it  is  best  that  each  and  every  one 
of  you  have  a  business  plan  for  your  fu- 
ture. It  should  be  titled  "a  survival  plan." 
I  know  that  many  of  you  who  have 
now  read  the  first  part  of  my  article  think 
that  I  have  drawn  a  picture  of  "doom  and 
gloom"  and  delivered  a  "bill  from  hell" 
that  will  put  Louisiana  out  of  business. 
Realize  that  what  we  have  managed  to 
extract  from  this  Congress  is  far  better 
than  our  initial  expectations.  It's  a  pro- 
gram with  an  18-cent  loan  rate  that  I 
hope  will  at  least  give  each  grower  and 
processor  the  opportunity  (for  at  least 
seven  years)  to  make  what  business  de- 
cisions and  take  what  business  actions, 
as  are  necessary,  for  you  the  grower  and 
the  processor,  to  remain  in  business.  As 
we  have  witnessed  with  what  has  oc- 
curred in  our  small  communities  with 
the  advent  of  the  super  stores  (Kmart, 
Wal-Mart,  etc.),  as  I  witnessed  the  re- 
structuring of  the  insurance  industry 
over  the  last  several  years,  and  as  we  are 
presently  seeing  with  the  closures  and 
the  relocations  of  Fruit  of  the  Loom™ 
and  Hershey's  Kisses™  plants  going 
south  of  the  border,  we  too  need  to  heed 
the  proverbial  "writing  on  the  wall." 
With  all  of  this,  remember  one  thing,  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  has  survived 


and  continued  as  a  viable  industry  in 
Louisiana  for  the  past  200  years.  Many  of 
the  old  sugar  families  have  gone  by  the 
wayside,  but  the  industry  and  those  of 
you,  and  your  forefathers,  who  have 
heeded  the  warning  signs  are  still  here. 
As  with  the  super  stores,  the  insurance 
industry,  and  the  other  sectors  of  our 
economy,  we  too  need  to  heed  the  warn- 
ing and  take  appropriate  action  if  we 
wish  to  continue  into  the  next  century. 
We've  done  it  before  and  we  can  do  it 
again!  But  in  these  days  and  times  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  just  be  a  good  farmer, 
you  must  also  be  a  good  businessman 
with  a  business  plan  that  sets  goals  and 
objectives.  This  industry  will  survive 
and  can  prosper;  but,  each  and  every  one 
of  you  will  have  to  make  your  own  deci- 
sion as  to  where  you  want  to  be  in  the 
next  century. 

Cane  Burning 

During  this  grinding  season,  there 
has  been  an  increase  over  previous  years 
in  the  number  of  complaints  about 
smoke  from  burning  cane.  We  all  realize 
that  burning  is  a  necessary  function  that 
assists  you  in  being  more  productive,  but 
at  the  same  time  it  is  an  annoyance  to 
some,  and  some  of  those  are  complain- 
ing more  and  more. 

Therefore,  I  only  ask  each  grower  to 
consider  when  you  need  to  burn  and 
where  you  are  located  when  you  do 
burn.  There  are  presently  rules  and  regu- 
lations being  drafted  for  agricultural 
burning  which  will  have  to  be  followed 
in  the  near  future.  Most  of  these  rules 
and  regulations  reflect  common  sense 
applications.  However,  if  we  as  an  indus- 
try don't  pay  better  attention  to  what  is 
surrounding  our  fields  when  we  burn,  it 
won't  be  long  before  someone  will  at- 
tempt to  stop  us  from  burning  perma- 
nently. The  League  asks  that  you  con- 
sider each  field's  location  in  the  commu- 


nity  and  who  or  what  might  be  affected 
after  you  light  your  field. 

Combine  Testing 

Over  the  past  month,  I  have  had  sev- 
eral calls  from  people  in  the  industry 
who  have  expressed  to  me  concern  that 
the  League  was  providing  funding  for 
combine  testing  on  the  Teche.  I  would 
only  like  to  clarify  for  those  who  have  ex- 
pressed concern  that  the  League  should 
be  doing  other  things  with  our  money 
that,  in  fact,  the  money  that  will  be  uti- 
lized for  testing  the  combine  on  the 
Teche  is  not  League  money  The  Ameri- 
can Sugar  Cane  League  Foundation  is 
acting  as  a  facilitator  to  transfer  public 
monies  to  a  private  grant  recipient.  The 
League  agronomists,  as  is  customary,  are 
involved  in  the  gathering  of  data  for 
comparative  purposes  as  part  of  the  con- 
tinuing research  effort.  The  reason  for 
this  note  is  to  clear  the  air  over  the  mis- 
understanding that  research  funds  or 
League  dues  money  were  being  used  in 
this  effort.  If  any  grower  in  the  sugar  in- 
dustry has  any  questions  about  the 
League's  involvement  in  any  project,  I 
ask  that  they  contact  a  Board  member  or 
me  directly,  and  I  will  be  happy  to  ex- 
plain any  effort  the  League  has  involve- 
ment in.  On  the  other  hand,  the  League 
supports  this  and  any  other  research  that 
helps  the  growers  and  processors. 

Senior  Research  Scientist  of  1995 

I  would  like  to  congratulate  Dr.  Ben 
Legendre  who  is  the  Research  Leader  at 
the  USDA-ARS,  Houma  Research  Sta- 
tion. Ben  has  been  named  a  Senior  Re- 
search Scientist  of  1995  by  the  USDA's 
Agricultural  Research  Service.  He  was 
selected  as  the  top  senior  scientist  in  the 
agency's  five-state,  Mid-South  Area, 
which  includes  Alabama,  Kentucky, 
Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Tennessee. 
Again,  congratulations  Ben. 
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Leasing  A  Tractor 


Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

'Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options. 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 


CB 


M&L 


I  N  I)  U  ST  It  I  E  S 
INCORPORATED 


^^ui^ed  Since  1953 


▲      FORD  NEW  HOLLAND 


Houma 

1210  St.  Charles  St. 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 


l\EWHOLLAI\D 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


USDA  Increases  FY  1996  Quota 

On  Nov.  9,  Agriculture  Secretary  Dan 
Glickman  announced  a  300,000  metric 
ton  increase  in  the  1996  tariff-rate  quota 
for  raw  cane  sugar  for  the  period  Oct.  1, 
1995,  through  Sept.  30, 1996.  These  allo- 
cations are  in  addition  to  the  allocations 
of  the  quota  amount  of  1,117,195  metric 
tons  announced  Sept.  6, 1995. 

Country-by-country,  tariff-rate  quota 
allocations  in  metric  tons,  and  raw  value, 
for  raw  cane  sugar  allowed  into  the 
United  States  at  the  low  duty  rate  for  Oct. 
1, 1995,  through  Sept.  30, 1996,  are  on  the 
next  page. 

The  allocation  includes  the  following 
minimum  quota-holding  countries: 
Congo,  Cote  dTvoire,  Gabon,  Haiti, 
Madagascar,  Mexico,  Papua  New  Gui- 
nea, Paraguay,  St.  Kitts  and  Nevis,  and 
Uruguay. 

Mike  Parker  Becomes  GOP's  Newest 
Member 

Rep.  Mike  Parker  (MS)  became  the 
fourth  House  member  this  year  to  leave 
the  Democrats  and  join  the  ranks  of  the 
Republicans.  His  long  anticipated  switch 
was  announced  Nov.  10  in  Mississippi. 
Parker's  dissatisfaction  with  the  Demo- 
crats was  evident  on  opening  day  of  the 
session  when  he  did  not  vote  for  Richard 
Gephardt  (D-MO)  in  the  election  for 
Speaker  of  the  House.  With  Parker's 
switch,  the  Democrats  fall  to  198  mem- 
bers in  the  House,  the  party's  lowest  to- 


tal since  1948.  National  Republican  Con- 
gressional Committee  Chairman  Bill 
Paxon  (R-NY)  hopes  to  bring  more  mem- 
bers into  the  GOP,  even  predicting  that  at 
least  three  more  Democrats  will  switch 
this  year. 

President  Clinton  Vetoes  GOP  Debt 
Extension  Bill 

As  the  Republican  leadership  worked 
out  the  details  of  the  remaining  eight  ap- 
propriations bills  left  in  the  budget  pack- 
age, President  Clinton  vetoed  the  GOP 
debt  limit  extension  bill  (HR  2586)  and 
the  continuing  resolution  that  would 
have  allowed  the  government  to  con- 
tinue running  until  Dec.  1,  causing  the 
fourth  shut-down  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment since  1980.  Arguing  that  the  bill 
contained  extraneous  budget  provisions, 
White  House  Chief  of  Staff  Leon  Panetta 
said  Clinton  chose  to  shut  down  the  gov- 
ernment rather  than  give  into  the  "terror- 
ist tactics  of  the  Republicans."  The  presi- 
dent immediately  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress for  approval  a  "clean"  debt  ceiling 
extension  measure  that  would  perma- 
nently increase  the  government's  bor- 
rowing authority  from  $4.9  trillion  to 
$5.5  trillion.  Though  the  GOP  conceded 
that  they  did  not  have  enough  votes  to 
override  the  veto  in  the  House  or  Senate, 
they  also  ruled  out  the  possibility  of 
sending  back  a  bill  without  the  extrane- 
ous measures  attached  to  it.  Some  of  the 
extraneous  provisions  included  were:  a 
requirement  that  the  President  and  Con- 


Quota  allocations  for  raw  cane  sugar  allowed  into  the  United  States  at  the 

low  duty  rate  for  Oct. 

1, 1995,  through  Sept. 

30, 1996 

Current 

New 

FY  1996 

Additional 

FY  1996 

Country 

Allocation 

Allocation 

Allocation 

Argentina 

45,281.00 

13,004.00 

58,285.00 

Australia 

87,402.00 

25,101.00 

112,503.00 

Barbados 

7,371.00 

2,117.00 

9,488.00 

Belize 

11,583.00 

3,327.00 

14,910.00 

Bolivia 

8,424.00 

2,419.00 

10,844.00 

Brazil 

152,691.00 

43,851.00 

196,541.00 

Colombia 

25,273.00 

7,258.00 

32,531.00 

Congo 

7,258.00 

.00 

7,258.00 

Cote  d'lvoire 

7,258.00 

.00 

7,258.00 

Costa  Rica 

15,796.00 

4,536.00 

20,332.00 

Dominican  Republic 

185,335.00 

53,226.00 

238,561.00 

Ecuador 

11,583.00 

3,327.00 

14,910.00 

El  Salvador 

27,379.00 

7,863.00 

35,242.00 

Fiji 

9,477.00 

2,722.00 

12,199.00 

Gabon 

7,258.00 

.00 

7,258.00 

j      Guatemala 

50,546.00 

14,516.00 

65,062.00 

Guyana 

12,636.00 

3,629.00 

16,265.00 

Haiti 

7,258.00 

.00 

7,258.00 

Honduras 

10,530.00 

3,024.00 

13,555.00 

India 

8,424.00 

2,419.00 

10,844.00 

Jamaica 

11,583.00 

3,327.00 

14,910.00 

Madagascar 

7,258.00 

.00 

7,258.00 

Malawi 

10,530.00 

3,024.00 

13,555.00 

Mauritius 

12,636.00 

3,629.00 

16,265.00 

Mexico 

7,258.00 

.00 

7,258.00 

Mozambique 

13,690.00 

3,931.00 

17,621.00 

Nicaragua 

22,114.00 

6,351.00 

28,465.00 

Panama 

30,538.00 

8,770.00 

39,308.00 

i      Papua  New  Guinea 

7,258.00 

.00 

7,258.00 

Paraguay 

7,258.00 

.00 

7,258.00 

Peru 

43,175.00 

12,399.00 

55,574.00 

Philippines 

142,160.00 

40,827.00 

182,987.00 

South  Africa 

24,220.00 

6,958.00 

31,176.00 

St.  Kitts  &  Nevis 

7,258.00 

.00 

7,258.00 

Swaziland 

16,849.00 

4,839.00 

21,687.00 

Taiwan 

12,636.00 

3,629.00 

16,265.00 

Thailand 

14,743.00 

4,234.00 

18,976.00 

Trinidad-Tobago 

7,371.00 

2,117.00 

9,488.00 

Uruguay 

7,258.00 

.00 

7,258.00 

Zimbabwe 

12,636.00 

3,629.00 

16,265.00 

1,117,195.00 

300,000.00 

1,417,195.00 
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gress  enact  legislation  that  would  bal- 
ance the  budget  by  2002  (the  President 
has  argued  that  the  budget  should  be 
balanced  over  10  years,  not  seven),  Ha- 
beas corpus  reform  passed  by  the  Senate 
under  the  anti-terrorism  bill,  expand 
Medicare  coverage  to  pay  for  oral  hor- 
monal drugs  for  treatment  of  prostate 
and  breast  cancer,  and  a  regulatory  re- 
form amendment  proposed  by  Rep.  Rob- 
ert Walker  (R-PA). 

The  temporary  debt  limit  extension 
bill  offered  by  the  Republicans  would 
have  barred  the  Treasury  Department 
from  using  government  trust  funds  to 
avoid  defaulting  on  payments.  Treasury 
Secretary  Robert  Rubin  said  the  use  of 
these  funds  will  ward  off  government 
default  "for  some  period  of  time"  after 
the  current  debt  limit  is  reached.  Rather 
than  working  on  a  clean  debt  limit  bill, 
GOP  leaders  say  they  plan  to  vote  on  a 
measure  in  a  few  days  that  will  bar  the 
Treasury  Department  to  use  trust  funds 
to  make  its  scheduled  payments'  and 
have  requested  the  General  Accounting 
Office  review  the  Treasury's  actions  to 
ensure  that  there  are  no  deviations  from 
normal  trust  fund  disinvestment  prac- 
tices. The  House  passed  a  motion  to  post- 
pone a  vote  to  override  the  veto.  The  bill 
will  be  sent  back  to  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  as  it  has  jurisdiction. 

Budget  Reconciliation  Agreement 
Reached 

Conferees  have  reached  an  agree- 
ment on  the  agriculture  section  of  the 
balanced  budget  bill.  Despite  efforts  by 
the  anti-sugar  groups  to  kick  sugar  out  of 
the  reconciliation  package,  sugar  re- 
mained part  of  the  reconciliation  bill  re- 
turned by  the  conferees,  though  many  of 
the  reforms  included  were  both  signifi- 
cant and  painful  to  the  U.S.  sugar  indus- 
try. Sugar  provisions  are  as  follows:  The 


no  net  cost  provision  is  retained,  the 
loan  rate  is  frozen  at  18  cents  per  pound 
for  raw  cane  and  22.9  cents  for  refined 
beet,  loans  will  be  recourse  when  im- 
ports are  at  or  below  a  threshold  of  1.50 
million  short  tons  and  will  revert  to 
non-recourse  when  imports  are  above 
this  threshold,  a  forfeiture  penalty  of  1 
cent  per  pound  will  be  levied  on  any 
sugar  forfeited,  loan  term  is  nine 
months,  marketing  allotments  are 
eliminated,  and  the  marketing  assess- 
ment is  increased  from  1.1  percent  of 
raw  sugar  loan  rate  to  1.375  percent. 

The  other  agriculture  portions  of  the 
proposal  offered  by  the  conferees  would 
replace  current  commodity  programs 
with  an  Agricultural  Market  Transition 
Program.  The  agreement  meets  the  tar- 
geted savings  of  $13  billion  from  farm 
programs  over  the  next  seven  years.  This 
proposal  guarantees  annual  payments  to 
producers  under  production  flexibility 
contracts.  According  to  a  joint  press  re- 
lease issued  by  Chairmen  Richard  Lugar 
(R-IN)  and  Pat  Roberts  (R-KS)  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  Agriculture  Committees, 
respectively,  producers  will  be  required 
to  continue  compliance  with  current  con- 
servation and  wetlands  protection  regu- 
lations but  would  otherwise  be  able  to 
plant  and  farm,  "according  to  signals 
from  the  marketplace,  rather  than  edicts 
from  the  federal  government."  The  bill 
would  eliminate  all  acreage  reduction 
programs,  enhance  planting  flexibility, 
and  farm  spending  would  be  capped  so 
payments  decline  each  year  as  the  tran- 
sition progresses.  In  order  to  protect 
against  sharp  price  declines  during  the 
transition  period,  conferees  agreed  to 
retain  current  commodity  loan  provi- 
sions and  cap  loan  rates  at  1995  levels. 
The  deadline  for  entering  in  the  seven- 
year  production  flexibility  contract 
would  be  April  15, 1996.  Payments,  on  85 
percent  of  a  farm's  contract  acreage,  will 


be  made  on  Sept.  30  of  each  year  begin- 
ning in  1996.  Contract  participants 
would  be  able  to  plant  any  program  crop 
in  addition  to  oilseed,  industrial  or  ex- 
perimental crop,  mung  beans,  lentils  and 
dry  peas.  Planting  of  fruits  or  vegetables 
would  be  prohibited  on  payment  acres 
as  would  haying  and  grazing  during  the 
five  principal  growing  months.  The  re- 
maining 15  percent  of  acreage  would  be 
free  from  any  planting  restrictions. 

The  agreement  reduces  the  current 
payment  limitation  from  $50,000  to 
$40,000  and  continues  to  limit  marketing 
loan  gains  and  loan  deficiency  payments 
to  $75,000  per  year  as  well  as  maintain- 
ing the  three-entity  rule.  The  legislation 
also  repeals  the  Agriculture  Act  of  1949, 
including  the  permanent  law  provisions 
of  the  Agriculture  Adjustment  Act  of 
1938.  The  House  and  Senate  plan  to  con- 
sider the  Balanced  Budget  bill  later  this 
week.  It  will  then  be  sent  to  the  Presi- 
dent, who  has  already  indicated  that  he 


will  veto  the  entire  budget  reconciliation 
package. 

House  and  Senate  Agriculture 
Committees  Begin  Work  On 
"Clean-up"  Farm  Bill 

With  most  commodity  titles  included 
in  the  Omnibus  Reconciliation  Bill,  other 
portions  of  current  farm  law  will  be  ad- 
dressed in  separate  legislation.  Agricul- 
ture Committee  Chairman  Richard 
Lugar  (R-IN)  and  Senator  Robert  Dole 
(R-KS)  have  introduced  legislation  cov- 
ering the  conservation  title  of  the  farm 
bill.  House  Agriculture  Subcommittee  on 
Resource  Conservation,  Research  and 
Forestry  has  already  approved  a  mea- 
sure introduced  by  Chairman  Wayne 
Allard  (R-CO)  reforming  agricultural 
conservation  programs.  Full  committee 
mark-up  is  expected  in  both  the  House 
and  the  Senate  in  December  but  neither 
body  plans  floor  consideration  this  year. 
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Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 
We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 
Tomorrow's  Success 


No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 
long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 
FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today's  careful  planning  is 
the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why  the 
Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a  variety  of 
loan  options  for  your  long-term  credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 
Baton  Rouge  Opelousas  £} 


(504)  293-2691      (318)  942-1461 


LENDER 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr..  Charley  Richard 


Texas  Bus  Trip  -  Crop  Report 
Combine  Harvesters  in  Louisiana  -  Winter  Water  Damage 


The  League  is  organizing  a  bus  trip 
to  the  Texas  sugar  industry  in 
early  February.  The  Texas  indus- 
try will  still  be  operating  as  of  that  date, 
and  as  most  people  recognize,  is  entirely 
chopper  harvested.  The  sugarcane  fields 
are  mixed  among  other  commodities 
and  lie  adjacent  to  cities  and  tourist  ar- 
eas. As  a  result,  the  industry  has  regula- 
tions with  regards  to  the  burning  of  cane 
fields.  With  the  concern  for  environmen- 
tal regulations,  our  harvest  systems  in 
Louisiana,  and  the  unique  transport  sys- 
tem in  use  in  Texas,  this  trip  should  be 
extremely  informative.  In  addition,  the 
tour  will  visit  vegetable  and  other  crop 
industries  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  The 
cost  of  the  trip  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined, but  the  tentative  dates  for  the  trip 
are  Feb.  4  to  9,  which  is  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  ASSCT  in  Baton  Rouge.  Seats 
are  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis. 


Those  interested  in  reserving  a  seat  on 
the  bus  should  immediately  send  in  a  $50 
per  person  deposit  along  with  the  form 
below.  Additional  information  will  be 
sent  to  those  on  the  list  as  arrangements 
are  completed. 

Crop  Report 

As  of  Nov.  20,  harvest  of  the  1995 
crop  is  approximately  half  complete.  To 
date,  some  growers  are  reporting  cane 
yields  in  excess  of  their  pre-grinding  pre- 
diction while  many  growers  are  achiev- 
ing yields  at  least  as  high  as  last  year. 
Other  growers,  especially  those  that 
were  more  affected  by  the  summer 
drought,  are  reporting  yields  less  than 
early  spring  stands  should  have  pro- 
duced. A  few  growers  were  severely  af- 
fected by  the  drought  and  are  reporting 
low  yields  as  a  result.  Stalk  population 
has  been  good  across  the  cane  belt  and 
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i      Texas  Bus  Trip  Reservation  Form 
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Please  reserve 


seat(s)  for  the  Texas  Bus  Trip. 


Enclosed  is  my  deposit  for  $50  per  person. 


Name 


Address 
City 


State 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Mail  completed  form  and  check  or  money  order  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League,  Texas  Bus  Trip, 

P.O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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stalk  weights  reported  by  many  growers 
have  also  been  good.  Many  still  feel  that 
the  1995  crop's  final  cane  tonnage  will  be 
higher  than  last  year's  yield  of  27.6  gross 
tons  of  cane  per  acre. 

Sugar  content  has  also  been  variable 
across  the  belt.  Sugar  recovery  was  lower 
than  expected  during  the  early  harvest 
season  but  cooler  weather  has  finally  al- 
lowed cane  to  mature.  The  Polado  which 
was  applied  during  the  dry  weather  in 
September  may  have  worked,  but  be- 
cause sugar  was  so  low  to  start  early 
yields  of  sugar  per  ton  were  very  disap- 
pointing. Some  growers  are  now  utiliz- 
ing Polado  for  a  longer  period  of  time 
into  the  harvest  season  and  are  just  com- 
pleting harvest  of  their  treated  acreage. 
Natural  maturity  has  now  taken  over 
and  sugar  yields  have  improved.  With 
the  lack  of  any  early  frosts,  the  green  tops 
that  many  growers  are  still  fighting,  and 
the  generally  lower  level  of  sugar  this 
year,  1995  may  have  been  the  right  year 
to  utilize  this  much  Polado. 

With  the  warm  and  wet  weather  that 
was  experienced  during  the  beginning  of 
the  harvest  season,  dextran  was  some- 
what of  a  problem  for  many  of  the  facto- 
ries. Many  are  questioning  whether  the 
high  topping  that  some  growers  try  to  do 
to  increase  cane  tonnage  may  have  con- 
tributed to  this  problem.  It  is  very  obvi- 
ous that  the  immature  tops  deteriorate 
very  rapidly,  at  least  visually,  during  the 
hot  weather  of  the  early  harvest  season. 
High  topping  may  be  acceptable  in  the 
later  season  after  cane  matures,  but  one 
has  to  wonder  what  the  true  conse- 
quences of  immature  tops  may  be  to  the 
industry  in  the  early  harvest  season. 

Not  only  were  there  concerns  about 
cane  deterioration  and  low  sugar  in  the 
early  part  of  the  season,  but  factories 
produced  substantially  more  molasses 
per  ton  of  cane  than  normal.  This  may 
have  been  due  to  cane  immaturity  but 


was  probably  aggravated  by  the  exces- 
sive amount  of  cane  tops.  Some  of  these 
tops  were  due  to  short  cane,  especially  in 
drought  areas,  but  some  may  have  been 
prevented  with  more  accurate  topping. 
Again,  one  has  to  question  what  is  the 
real  effect  of  immature  tops  to  the  indus- 
try in  the  early  harvest  season. 

Combine  Harvesters  in  Louisiana 

Last  year  there  were  two  farms  in 
Louisiana  which  utilized  combine  or 
chopper  type  harvesters.  This  year  there 
are  12  farms  which  have  used  the  ma- 
chines since  the  beginning  of  the  harvest 
season.  In  addition,  there  is  now  one 
machine  which  is  being  shared  by  a 
number  of  Bayou  Teche  growers.  Data  is 
being  collected  on  the  productivity  of 
these  machines  as  compared  to  the  sol- 
dier system  so  that  growers  can  make 
intelligent  decisions  as  to  how  this  sys- 
tem would  fit  into  their  economic  situa- 
tion. Our  industry  must  maintain  its  ef- 
ficiency, especially  considering  the  im- 
minent political  situation.  It  is  important 
that  growers  have  the  technology  and 
information  to  allow  them  to  be  as  effi- 
cient as  possible.  All  of  the  data  that  has 
been  collected  on  harvest  systems  will  be 
presented  during  the  next  year  to  allow 
growers  time  to  make  plans  to  utilize 
what  is  best  for  their  own  farming  opera- 
tion. 

Winter  Water  Damage 

Each  year,  this  article  contains  advice 
on  keeping  water  out  of  harvested  fields 
during  the  winter  season.  Although  it  is 
repetitive,  that  recommendation  is  re- 
stated year  after  year  because  of  the  im- 
portance of  this  cultural  practice.  Sugar- 
cane can  withstand  a  lot  of  abuses,  but 
"wet  feet"  during  the  winter  period  is 
not  one  of  them.  Research  has  proven 
this  and  observations  by  growers  and 
see  Farm  Notes,  page  16 
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Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


First  South  PCA 


Andy  Andolsek 

Thibodaux 


Agricultural  Leader 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 
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Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
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Heavy  lifting  power 
plus  clearance  for  cane 


John  Deere  7200  and  7400 
Hi-Crop  Tractors  lift  wide,  heavy 
bedders  and  cultivators  without 
hesitation.  Up  to  2,900  psi,  plus  a 
25.4-gpm  hydraulic  pump  option, 
lets  you  maintain  power  to  steer 
and  brake  while  you  lift.  Then, 
just  touch  a  rocker  switch  to 
return  the  tool  to  your  preset  depth. 


High  crop  clearance  matches 
your  needs,  with  better  than 
35  inches  under  each  axle.  And 
both  the  92-hp  7200  model  and 
100-hp  7400  have  John  Deere  diesel 
engines  that  provide  exceptional 
torque-rise  (36  percent  for  the  7400) 
for  continuous  power  and  pull  in 
soft,  bedded  soil  and  over  levees. 
Optional  Caster/Action" 
MFWD  adds  extra  pull 
with  a  tight  turning  radius. 


See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 
(318)  828-1332 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 
New  Iberia,  LA 

(318)  365-6667 


Melancon  Equipment  Inc. 

I^afayettc,  LA 
(318)  233-8645 


The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co. 

New  Roads,  LA 

(504)  638-485  1 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 
Donaldsonville,  LA 


(504)  473-9861    ,J 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA 

(504)  446-5061 


Quality  Equipment  Co. 
Kaplan,  LA 

(318)  643-2249 


THE        BATON-.  ROUGE        LINE 


by  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Now  that  the  votes  have  been 
counted  and  election  results 
are  in,  we  know  that  the  Legis- 
lature and  governor-elect  have  become 
more  conservative  than  those  in  the  past. 
While  people  from  outside  of  Louisiana 
tend  to  think  that  the  conservatives  are 
the  Republicans  (which  they  usually 
are),  in  Louisiana  we  know  that  the  party 
label  doesn't  always  reflect  one's  politi- 
cal philosophy.  And  so,  while  Republi- 
cans gained  several  legislative  seats, 
there  were  also  conservative  Democrats 
elected  to  that  body,  causing  it  to  take  a 
definitive  turn  to  the  right.  We  could  see 
the  most  conservative,  reform-  and  ethi- 
cal-minded Legislature  that  Louisiana 
has  ever  seen. 

Which,  of  course,  bodes  well  for  the 
future  of  the  state  -  and  for  Mike  Foster 
and  his  administration.  The  public  has 
elected  a  Legislature  that  should  support 
the  future  governor  in  the  majority  of  his 
agenda. 

What  can  we  expect?  A  lot  of  change. 
A  government  where  ethics  is  a  primary 
concern  and  where  business  will  receive 
rational  support.  Environment  will  be  a 
concern,  as  will  the  budget  crisis,  Medi- 
caid, and  many  other  areas  -  but  not  at 
the  sacrifice  of  a  positive  environment 
for  business  to  exist  and  grow. 

We  will  keep  you  posted  as  matters 
develop  in  the  transition  period,  ap- 
pointments are  made,  and  leadership  po- 
sitions of  the  House  and  Senate  become 
better  defined.  In  the  meantime,  please 
call  Tom  or  Linda  Spradley  at  (504)  766- 


1359  if  you  have  questions  or  need  fur- 
ther information  about  the  election  and 
its  impact. 

Senate 

The  most  dramatic  change  in  the  Leg- 
islature will  be  seen  in  the  Senate.  With 
the  combination  of  13  Republicans  and 
the  conservative  Democrats  forming  the 
majority  of  the  body,  a  new  day  -  one  of 
reform  and  ethics  -  has  definitely 
dawned  in  the  Senate  chamber. 

The  most  stunning  election  results  - 
although  not  unexpected  -  were  seen  in 
the  defeat  of  Senate  President  Sammy 
Nunez,  who  has  been  in  the  Senate  since 
1967,  and  the  "dean"  of  the  Senate, 
"Sixty"  Rayburn,  who  has  held  his  office 
since  1946.  With  13  new  senators,  the 
Senate  membership  turned  over  by  33 
percent. 

House 

While  the  changes  in  the  House  are 
not  as  dramatic,  they  are  very  much  in 
evidence.  Twenty-six  percent  of  the  new 
House  membership  will  be  Republicans. 
With  30  new  representatives,  the  House 
will  see  a  29  percent  turnover  in  mem- 
bership. 

Governor 

While  it  was  predicted  on  the  night  of 
the  primary  that  the  governor's  race 
would  go  to  Foster,  and  while  the  predic- 
tion never  changed,  Foster  and  his  sup- 
porters refused  to  take  victory  for 
granted.  If  anything,  they  worked  harder 
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than  ever,  especially  in  ensuring  that 
voters  knew  about  the  many  other  con- 
flicting items  that  would  be  competing 
for  their  attention  on  election  day  There 
are  always  so  many  variables  in  an  elec- 
tion that  it  made  good  sense  to  focus  on 
the  election  and  not  on  the  days  that 
would  follow. 

A  word  about  the  many  comments 
on  the  racial  aspect  of  this  race:  While 
race  certainly  cannot  be  ignored  as  play- 
ing a  role  in  the  outcome,  and  many  vot- 
ers cast  votes  along  racial  lines,  we  be- 
lieve that  the  governor's  race  and,  for 
that  matter,  races  throughout  the  state, 
were  not  so  much  about  black  and  white 
as  about  liberal  and  conservative.  Think 
about  this:  if  Fields  had  been  a  white  lib- 
eral, and  Foster  a  black  conservative, 
would  the  results  have  been  different?" 
The  fact  remains  that  there  is  no  denying 
that  Louisiana  has  joined  the  rest  of  the 
country  in  its  move  to  the  right. 


Farm  Notes,  cont.  from  page  12 

industry  personnel  have  demonstrated 
the  severe  impact  that  standing  water, 
during  the  winter,  can  have  on  cane 
yields  in  the  following  year.  Keeping  a 
drain  machine  in  the  field  during  the 
harvest  process  can  substantially  help 
yields  on  your  farm.  Take  the  time  to 
keep  your  fields  well  drained. 


C  LA 

S  S  I  F  I  E  D  S 

FOR  SALE 

2-row  CAMECO  har- 

vester. 4  years  old.  Call 

Carol  Schexnayder  at 

(504)  869-5982. 

FOR  SALE 

CAMECO  7000  Cane 

Cutter;  3-row  plow.  Call 

W.S.  Pearce  Farms  at 

(318)346-2756. 

200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 
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Agronomist  Honored  by 
USDA  Research  Agency 
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1968,  Legendre  began  working  with  the 
USDA's  Agricultural  Stabilization  and 
Conservation  Service  as  a  sugar  produc- 
tion specialist.  He  joined  ARS  as  a  re- 
searcher in  1969,  but  in  1970  began  serv- 
ing in  the  U.S.  Army.  In  the  Mekong 
Delta,  Legendre  worked  for  U.S.  Agency 
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than  ever,  especially  in  ensuring  that 
voters  knew  about  the  many  other  con- 
flicting items  that  would  be  competing 
for  their  attention  on  election  day  There 
are  always  so  m 
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COMING  IN  MID  MARCH, 

STATE  WIDE 

CANE  EQUIPMENT  AUCTION 

Pleasant  Hill  Auction  &  Realty  and  Nelson- 
Bonnette  Auctions  will  conduct  the  First 
Annual  State  Wide  Cane  Equipment  Auction. 
Auction  to  be  held  in  Franklin,  La.  NearHwy. 
90.  For  more  information  call  318-923-4332. 

Will  you  attend  as  a Buyer  or Seller 

Type  of  Equipment: 
Buying 


Selling 


Will  you  need  hauling  assistance Yes  or No 

Farm 


Address 


Contact  Person 
Ph: 


PLEASE  RETURN  BY  JANUARY  15th,  1996 


Williamsburg  blue/utr  wnne 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 
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Agronomist  Honored  by 
USDA  Research  Agency 


Ben  Legendre,  an  agronomist  with 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture in  Houma,  has  been  named  a 
Senior  Research  Scientist  of  1995  by 
USDA's  Agricultural  Research  Service. 

Legendre  was  selected  as  the  top  se- 
nior scientist  in  the  agency's  five-state, 
Mid-South  Area,  which  includes  Ala- 
bama, Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi 
and  Tennessee. 

He  is  research  leader  of  ARS'  Sugar- 
cane Research  Unit  at  Houma. 

Legendre  will  be  honored  at  an  ARS 
ceremony  Nov.  29  in  Beltsville,  Md.  He 
and  15  other  ARS  scientists  will  receive 
plaques  and  cash  awards. 

"Dr.  Legendre  is  an  international  au- 
thority on  sugarcane  breeding,  selection 
and  quality/'  said  ARS  Administrator 
Floyd  Horn,  who  will  present  the  award. 
"He  is  also  known  for  his  work  on  plant 
growth  regulators  and  chemical  open- 
ers." 

A  Thibodaux  native,  Legendre  at- 
tended Louisiana  State  University  where 
he  earned  a  bachelor  of  science  degree  in 
agronomy  in  1965,  master's  degree  in 
1967  and  doctorate  in  1970. 

While  attending  graduate  school  in 
1968,  Legendre  began  working  with  the 
USDA's  Agricultural  Stabilization  and 
Conservation  Service  as  a  sugar  produc- 
tion specialist.  He  joined  ARS  as  a  re- 
searcher in  1969,  but  in  1970  began  serv- 
ing in  the  U.S.  Army.  In  the  Mekong 
Delta,  Legendre  worked  for  U.S.  Agency 


for  International  Development  as  an  oil 
seeds  and  feed  grains  advisor. 

He  returned  to  ARS  in  Houma  in 
1971,  becoming  research  leader  and  act- 
ing location  coordinator  in  1990. 

In  1991  Legendre  earned  the  USDA's 
Certificate  of  Merit  for  outstanding  re- 
search planning,  execution  and  produc- 
tivity. 

Last  year,  he  received  the  Lafourche 
Parish  Sugarcane  Field  Day  Award  for 
outstanding  service  to  the  Lafourche  Par- 
ish sugarcane  industry. 
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FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS. 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 

diesel  engine  —  the  definition 

luxury.  From  the  economically 

Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 

of  pure  agricultural  power. 

designed  seat  to  the  smart 

working  fields  and  farms 

Not  to  mention  the  standard 

layout  of  the  controls,  you're 

around  the  world.  And  with 

18-speed  full-powershift 

surrounded  with  features  that 

over  65  million  hours  of 

transmission  that  gives  you 

make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 

rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 

complete  control  of  18  forward 

day's  work. 

they've  proven  what  a  differ- 

and four  reverse  speeds,  as 

If  you're  looking  for  a 

ence  durability,  reliability  and 

well  as  an  optional  creeper 

proven  tractor  with  all  the 

performance  can  make. 

transmission  that  adds  six  for- 

assets you  need  to  maximize 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 

ward  and  two  reverse  speeds. 

productivity,  be  sure  to  test 

the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 

Yet  with  all  that  performance, 

drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 

tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 

there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 

don't just  take  our  word  for  it. 

215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 

fort.  The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 

Lanier  Implement 

Gremillion's,  Inc. 

Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Abbeville,  LA 

New  Roads,  LA 

Jeanerette,  LA 

(318)893-1988 

(504)  638-6347 

(318)276-6384 

(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Cecelia,  LA 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Donaldsonville,  LA 

(318)667-6535 

(504)  447-3776 

(504)  473-7927 

©1 995  Case  Corporation                                                                                                                                                 ^%  m.  ^±^m  mmm 

All  Rights  Reserved 

^v:;-;-fiiJ 

Case  and  IH  are  registered  trademarks  of  Case  Corporation 

House/Senate  Conference  Agreement 

on  Sugar  Provisions  in  FY  1996 

Budget  Reconciliation  Act 
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House/Senate  Conference  Agreement 

on  Sugar  Provisions  in  FY  1996 

Budget  Reconciliation  Act 

(Continued) 
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House/Senate  Conference  Agreement 

on  Sugar  Provisions  in  FY  1996 

Budget  Reconciliation  Act 

(Continued) 
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House/Senate  Conference  Agreement 

on  Sugar  Provisions  in  FY  1 996 

Budget  Reconciliation  Act 

(Continued) 
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House/Senate  Conference  Agreement 

on  Sugar  Provisions  in  FY  1996 

Budget  Reconciliation  Act 

(Continued) 
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GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  W&?    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 

Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


I 1 

SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF  "FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL" 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending 

for  my  complete  order  is 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  noC.O.D.s) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 

107  Silvcrbcll 

Lafayette,  \A  70508 

(318)237-8902 


SPECIAL    VOLUME    PRICES    AVAILABLE    UPON    REQUEST 
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1994  High  Yield  Award 


MIKE  WOOD 
of  WELCOME 
FARMS,  INC. 

Top  Parish  Pi 
Pointe  Cou 
Parish 


Pointe  Coupe 
County  Agent 
Miles  Brashie 


ERIC  &  RODNEY 

POCHE 

of  R  &  E  POCHE 

Top  20  Producer 
20th  Place 

St.  James 
County  Agent 
James  Garrett  Jr. 
(right) 


MICHAEL  DC 

(right)  of 
DORNIER  FA 

Top  20  ProdUi 
7th  Place 

Top  Parish  Pr 
St.  James  I 

St.  James 
County  Agent 
James  Garret 


ATTENTION 

SUGAR  CANE 


GRAMOXONE"  EXTRA  herbicide  has  been  granted  a 
24c  label  for  use  in  sugar  cane  in  Louisiana  prior  to  crop 
emergence  (prior  to  emergence  of  new  growth)  to  control 
over-wintering  weeds.  GRAMOXONE  EXTRA  aids  in 
drying  and  warming  of  the  seedbed  by  eliminating  winter 
vegetation,  which  in  turn  reduces  root  rot  and  promotes 
shoot  development. 

Other  benefits  include: 


reduces  competition  for  plant  nutrients 

from  over-wintering  weeds 

fast-acting 

effective  under  a  broad  range  of 

temperatures 

tankmix  flexibility 

rainfast  within  30  minutes 

cost-effective 


For  more  information,  contact  your  local  dealer,  consultant, 
Extension  agent  or  Zeneca  representative. 


ZENECA 


Ag  Products 


<  1995  Zeneca  Inc.  A  business  unit  of  Zeneca  Inc 
GRAMOXONE"  is  a  trademark  of  a  Zeneca  Group 
"omp.my  Gramoxone  Extra  is  .1  restricted  use  pesticide. 

Farm  Safelv  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 


KEITH  & 
MARTIN, 
POCHE 
of  MARTI 

Top  20  Pt 
9th  Pla 

St.  James 
County  Ac 
James  Ga 


FRANK  NOEL  JR. 

(right) 

of  MCMANOR 

PLANTATION 

Top  Parish  Producer 
Ascension  Parish 

Ascension 
County  Agent 
Bill  Davis 
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IVY  BYE  I 

District  Ac 
Category 

St.  James 
County  Ac 
James  Ga 


At 


Miller  Penniman  Equipment  Co 


625  N.  West  Main 

Bunkie,  LA  71322 

(318)346-7271 


200  Hospital  Road 

New  Roads,  LA  70760 

(504)  638-4581 


Bringing  quality  to  the  farm  is  what  we  do  for  you. 

We  have  one  LI600  loader  with  a  caterpillar  engine  for  $7,500 
We  have  one  John  Deere  4255  Hi-Crop  tractor  for  $42,500 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


Bayou  Service  Co.  loc 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreainrille,  LA        (318)  229-6415 
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SIMON  LAIS 

(right) 

Top  20  Proa 

14th  Plac 
Top  Parish  / 

Assumpti< 

Assumption 
County  Ager 
^    Rick  Louque 


DAVID  &  STAN 
RODRIGUE 
of  GOLDMINE 
PLANTATION 

Top  20  Producer 

19th  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer 

St.  John  Parish 

St.  John 
County  Agent 
Larry  Brock  (right) 
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BRENT  BAF 

(right)  of 
SUGAR  Hfl 
FARM 

Top  20  Prod 
2nd  Place 

Top  Parish  \ 
Iberville  P 

District  Acre 

Category  Wi 

Iberville  Coil 
Mark  Tassin 


Made 

in 

Louisiana 


CAMECO 


For  the 

Louisiana 

Sugar  Industry 


Cane  Combine  Harvester 


Cut  with  the  best! 
CAMECO 


For  more  details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES.  INC. 


N.  10th  St.  &Coulon  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone  (504)  447-7285 
FAX  (504)  447-5735 


400  S.  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone (318) 276-6314 
FAX  (3 18)  276-9827 
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WILSON  & 
WENDALL 
ALBARADO 
of  WENDALL 
ALBARADO  FARMS 
Top  20  Producer 
12th  Place 

Iberville  County  Agent 
Mark  Tassin  (right) 


GLYNN  RIVET  JR. 

(left) 

Top  20  Producer 

16th  Place 
District  Acreage 
Category  Winner 

Iberville  County  Agent 
Mark  Tassin 
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PETE  &  BLAKE 

NEWTON 

of  NEWTON  CANE 

Top  20  Producer 

3rd  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer 

Avoyelles  Parish 
District  Acreage 
Category  Winner 

Avoyelles 
County  Agent 
Carlos  Smith  (left) 
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LLOYD  NEWTON 

Top  20  Producer 
8th  Place 
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HENRY  CORLEY,  CHARLEY  WILSON,  WILLIAM  ALLEN,  CHARLES  COLLINS,  EDWARD  BEAVER, 
&  ALBERT  CORLEY  JR.  of  HENRY  CORLEY  FARMS 

Top  20  Producer  Top  Parish  Producer  District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

5th  Place  Rapides  Parish 


Rapides  County  Agent  Matt  Martin  (right) 
■ 


NELSON  MARKS 

(right) 

Top  Parish  Producer 

West  Baton  Rouge 

Parish 

West  Baton  Rouge 
County  Agent 
Harry  Laws 


No  Photo  Available: 


DENIS  KNOBLICH  JR. 

Top  20  Producer 

6th  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer 

Lafourche  Parish 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 
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Mailing  List  Update 

D    Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front 

cover. 

□    I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

Please  remove 

my 

name 

from  your  mailing  list. 
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Citv 

State                     Zip 
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1993-1994  Crop  Results 
(Official  Tests) 

1.  Soil  delivered  to  factory  Green  Cane  Combine 

Dec.  20,  1993  (Rainy  conditions)    Australian  Combine 


2.  Sugar  per  acre  recovered 
(Nov.  18,  1994) 

3.  Soil  delivered  to  factory 
(L.S.U.  Test)  1994  Season 


a  5% 

2.21% 


Green  Cane  Combine       7,675.59 
Conventional  System        7,641.06 

Green  Cane  Combine   nearly  50% 
less  than  mill  average  for  entire  season 


WATCH  FOR  US  IN  1996 

We  will  increase  our  cutting  capacity  from  55  tons/hr.  to  75  tons/hr. 

We  will  decrease  fiber  %  cane  from  15%  to  14% 


And  we  will  leave  the  cane  tops  and  top  soil  in  the  field. 


AGRONOMICS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  771       Jeanerette,  Louisiana   70544       U.S.A. 
Business  Office  (318  276-6054  *  Fax  (318)  276-7753  *  Cable  W.U.  "Sugar" 


Don't  Spend 
All  Your  Pennies 

Leasing  a  Tractor 


Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

"Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 
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Houma 

1210  St.  Charles  St. 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 
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THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Do  They  Shoot  the  Messenger? 


In  last  month's  article  I  addressed  my 
concerns  as  to  what  I  perceived  may 
happen  in  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry as  a  result  of  the  new  sugar  legis- 
lation, if  what  was  proposed  is  finally 
passed.  Since  that  time,  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  spend  several  days  in  the 
Red  River  Valley  (which  is  another 
story).  I  visited  with  officers,  board 
members  and  staffers  of  American  Crys- 
tal Sugar  Co.,  toured  some  of  the  sugar 
processing  facilities  and  discussed  sugar 
politics,  sugar  production,  sugar  market- 
ing, and  in  general,  sugar.  Needless  to 
say,  I  left  the  Red  River  Valley  very  much 
impressed  with  the  American  Crystal 
Group  and  the  new  entity,  which  is  a 
marketing  cooperative  named  United 
Sugars.  Their  prospective  of  where  they 
are  and  where  they  need  to 
be  for  survival  runs  paral- 
lel to  my  thoughts  on  the 
subject.  Regardless  of 
what  feelings  you  may 
have  because  of  farm  bill 
conflicts  over  the  past  sev- 
eral years,  these  people 
have  taken  one  large  step 
forward.  Ironically,  it  is  the 
step  that  the  Louisiana  in- 
dustry will  need  to  con- 
sider and  will  be  the  deter- 
mining factor  as  to 
whether  we  will  be  a  vi- 
able industry  for  another 
10,  20  or  200  years. 

The  big  question  that 


In  my  mind,  the 
only  thing  that  is 
certain  is  that  if 
we,  as  an 
industry,  don't 
take  control  of 
every  aspect  of  our 
production  and 
marketing  that's 
possible,  we  will 


attention  is  whether  the  Louisiana  indus- 
try maintains  status  quo  (structure  and 
operations);  or,  does  this  industry  re- 
structure itself  in  ways  that  will  allow  it 
to  be  in  better  control  of  its  future  and  to 
garnish  additional  profits  where  we 
have  not  participated  in  the  past?  Specifi- 
cally, does  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
continue  to  be  only  a  raw  sugar  process- 
ing industry?  Do  we  place  ourselves  in 
the  position,  which  I  perceive  it  presently 
is,  of  being  dictated  by  the  law  or  refiner 
discounts  as  to  what  the  price  will  be  to 
the  processor  and  the  producer? 

Therefore,  I  guess  some  of  the  ques- 
tions that  should  be  addressed  are:  Can 
anyone  produce  whites?  What  does  it 
take  to  market  whites?  What  alternatives 
to  production  and  marketing  are  avail- 

vmmmHKHMmmm*         ^^  3n<^  St  What  COSt?  And 

last,  but  not  least  of  the 
questions:  Are  we  afraid  of 
change?  With  the  uncer- 
tainty of  what  change 
might  bring,  do  we  take 
that  big  step  that  would 
definitely  alter  the  way  we 
have  done  business 
through  all  of  our  years?  In 
my  mind,  the  only  thing 
that  is  certain  is  that  if  we, 
as  an  industry,  don't  take 
control  of  every  aspect  of 
our  production  and  mar- 
keting that's  possible,  we 
will  not  be  survivors! 
There  will  be  no  future!  So 


not  be  survivors1/ 

requires  some  immediate  to  worry  as  to  what  the 


change  may  bring  should  be  the  least 
worrisome.  Obviously,  to  change  would 
cost  money.  But,  remember  the  old  say- 
ing -  nothing  ventured,  nothing  gained. 
Our  only  concerns  should  be  survival 
and  profits. 

The  thoughts  that  you  will  have 
when  you  read  this  article  will  probably 
be  scary,  to  say  the  least.  But,  to  take  the 
easy  route,  espousing  the  negatives  will 
only  assure  the  demise  of  the  sugar  in- 
dustry in  Louisiana.  I  realize  that  in  or- 
der to  accomplish  independence  and  to 
be  in  control  of  your  destiny  involves 
capital  outlays.  Capital  outlays  mean 
borrowing  money,  and  particularly  for 
those  of  you  who  see  retirement  on  the 
horizon,  it  is  not  anything  that  you  savor. 
However,  in  the  best  interest  of  your 
family  and  those  who  want  to  continue 
as  sugar  producers  and  processors  in 
Louisiana,  my  only  recommendation  is 


to  keep  an  open  mind  and  to  discuss  fully 
all  options  that  are  available.  Just  remem- 
ber, the  easiest  thing  you  can  do  is  to 
maintain  status  quo.  The  best  thing  that 
you  can  do  is  to  keep  an  open  mind  on 
the  subject.  To  help  you  through  the  next 
several  years,  you  might  want  to  put  a 
sign  in  your  office  or  shop  that  says  "sta- 
tus quo  doesn't  live  here  anymore."  That 
should  be  your  guiding  thought! 

As  for  the  title  of  this  month's  article, 
"Do  they  shoot  the  messenger,"  only 
time  will  tell.  It  would  be  far  easier  for 
me  to  sit  back  in  my  chair  at  the  League 
office  and  simply  continue  to  put  out 
brush  fires  as  they  arise.  Remember,  I'm 
only  the  messenger.  However,  my  fear  is 
that  if  these  questions  concerning  our 
industry  are  not  brought  forth  for  imme- 
diate and  deliberate  discussions,  there 
may  not  be  an  industry  left  for  me  to  rep- 
resent. Think  about  it! 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  wgj7    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 

Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256- 1  269     Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


World  Agricultural  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates 

According  to  a  Dec.  12,  release  from 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, U.S.  sugar  production  in  Fiscal  Year 
1995-96  is  forecast  down  110,000  short 
tons,  raw  value,  from  last  month  and  is 
5.5  percent  below  last  year's  record  out- 
put. 

Cane  sugar  production  is  unchanged, 
thus  the  revision  in  the  estimate  is  due  to 
poor  recovery  rates  in  the  beet  sugar  sec- 
tor due  to  pest,  disease  problems  and 
unfavorable  sugar  beet  storage  condi- 
tions in  some  states. 

Beginning  stocks  for  1995-96  are  in- 
creased because  of  revised  industry  data. 
Imports  are  increased  to  account  for  the 
331,000  short  tons  increase  in  the  tariff 
rate  quota  announced  in  November. 
Ending  stocks  are  forecast  up  from  last 
month,  but  are  still  low  in  comparison 
with  prior  years. 

USDA  Revises  1992-94  Sugarcane 
Cost  and  Returns 

The  USDA's  Economic  Research  Ser- 
vice has  revised  its  sugarcane  costs  and 
return  estimates  to  account  for  yields  on 
a  net  ton  per  harvested  acre  basis  rather 
than  a  gross  ton  basis. 

That  brings  the  estimates  into  confor- 
mity with  yield  estimates  published  by 
USDA's  National  Agricultural  Statistic 
Service  in  its  Crop  Production  reports. 
The  Change  has  two  effects: 


Gross  value  of  production  (price  time 
yield)  was  revised  to  reflect  the 
change  in  yield.  This  also  affects  the 
return  estimates  which  are  the  differ- 
ence in  gross  value  of  production  and 
either  total  cash  expenses  or  total  eco- 
nomic costs. 

Costs  for  land  were  reduced  in  Loui- 
siana and  Texas.  This  is  due  to  a 
change  in  the  share  rent  cost  which  is 
based  on  the  imputed  gross  value  of 
production.  Per-acre  cash  costs  were 
not  affected. 

The  estimates  for  1994  still  remain 
preliminary  in  that  regional  sugarcane 
prices  will  not  be  published  by  USDA 
until  January  1996. 

Jimmy  Hayes  Switches  Parties; 
Several  Members  Announce 
Retirement 

On  Dec.  1,  Rep.  Jimmy  Hayes  became 
the  fifth  House  member  to  cross  the  aisle 
since  the  beginning  of  the  104th  Con- 
gress. Following  on  the  heels  of  Rep. 
Billy  Tauzin's  turn  to  the  Republican 
party,  Hayes  becomes  one  of  many  Loui- 
siana politicians  leaving  the  Democratic 
party.  Newly  elected  Gov.  Mike  Foster, 
switched  in  September,  just  hours  before 
the  election  filing  deadline.  More  than  a 
dozen  other  local  officials,  including  a 
state  senator,  judges,  and  the  mayor  of 
Baton  Rouge,  have  also  recently 
switched  parties. 


FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS. 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 

diesel  engine  —  the  definition 

luxury.  From  the  economically 

Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 

of  pure  agricultural  power. 

designed  seat  to  the  smart 

working  fields  and  farms 

Not  to  mention  the  standard 

layout  of  the  controls,  you're 

around  the  world.  And  with 

18-speed  full-powershift 

surrounded  with  features  that 

over  65  million  hours  of 

transmission  that  gives  you 

make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 

rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 

complete  control  of  18  forward 

day's  work. 

they've  proven  what  a  differ- 

and four  reverse  speeds,  as 

If  you're  looking  for  a 

ence  durability,  reliability  and 

well  as  an  optional  creeper 

proven  tractor  with  all  the 

performance  can  make. 

transmission  that  adds  six  for- 

assets you  need  to  maximize 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 

ward  and  two  reverse  speeds. 

productivity,  be  sure  to  test 

the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 

Yet  with  all  that  performance, 

drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 

tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 

there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 

don't just  take  our  word  for  it. 

215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 

fort.  The  MAGNUM  tractor 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 

every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 

cab  means  highly  efficient 

Lanier  Implement 

Gremillion's,  Inc. 

Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Abbeville,  LA 

New  Roads,  LA 

Jeanerette,  LA 

(318)893-1988 

(504)  638-6347 

(318)276-6384 

(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 
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Thibodaux,  LA 

Donaldsonville,  LA 

(318)667-6535 

(504)  447-3776 

(504)  473-7927 
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In  Washington,  Democratic  leaders 
watch  their  ranks  slowly  erode.  On  the 
opening  day  of  the  104th  Congress, 
Democrats  in  the  House  numbered  204, 
with  five  moving  across  the  aisle,  several 
retirements,  including  the  most  recent  of 
Tom  Bevil  (D-AL)  and  John  Bryant 
(D-TX),  and  one  serving  a  prison  sen- 
tence, that  number  is  down  to  192  and 
shrinking  fast.  All  five  House  switchers, 
including  Hayes,  were  part  of  a  group  of 
conservative  Southerners  who  formed 
their  own  sub-party  called  the  Coalition. 
The  group  of  22  voice  frustration  with 
the  Democratic  leadership,  accusing  it  of 
being  too  liberal  and  of  not  allowing  any 
room  for  conservative  views.  Playing  on 
the  demoralizing  blow  of  losing  a  mem- 
ber to  the  other  side,  the  Republicans 
have  stepped  up  their  efforts  to  attract 
more  party  switchers.  Each  potential 
convert  is  assigned  one  Republican 
member  to  act  as  liaison  between  the 
potential  switcher  and  Speaker  Newt 
Gingrich  (R-GA).  To  sweeten  the  pot 
even  further,  converts  have  been  re- 
warded with  prestigious  committee 
spots.  Republican  Conference  Chairman 
John  Boehner  (OH)  claims  the  Republi- 
cans are  successful  in  wooing  switchers 
because  "We  treat  them  with  respect. 
We're  nice  to  them.  Frankly,  they  feel 
more  welcome  here  than  they  ever  did 
over  there." 

On  the  Senate  side,  Sens.  Nancy 
Landon  Kassebaum  (R-KS)  and  Alan  K. 
Simpson  (R-WY)  both  announced  their 
retirement  at  the  end  of  the  104th  Con- 
gress. Kassebaum  is  leaving  office  after 
18  years  of  service.  She  heads  the  labor 
and  Human  Resources  Committee,  be- 
ing the  first  woman  since  1945  to  chair  a 
panel  in  that  chamber  and  only  the  sec- 
ond in  history.  Simpson  has  been  in  office 
since  1978  and  has  one  of  the  most  con- 
servative voting  records  in  congress. 


Budget  Reconciliation  Stalled  as 
Republican  Leaders  and  President 
Clinton  Work  Out  Differences 

This  article  is  being  written  on  Dec.  14. 
There  is  not  a  final  bill  at  this  writing,  but 
our  office  will  update  the  League  as  the  pro- 
cess of  writing  a  budget  reconciliation  bill 
progresses.  An  update  may  be  sent  out  by  the 
League  before  you  receive  or  read  this  article. 
The  information  in  this  article  is  factual  as  of 
Dec.  14. 

The  Reconciliation  Conference  report 
was  adopted  by  both  the  Senate  and  the 
House  despite  President  Clinton's  threat 
to  veto.  As  the  Republican  leadership 
and  President  Clinton  failed  to  find  com- 
mon ground,  the  government  spending 
authority  expired  Nov.  15  and  the  White 
House  was  forced  to  shut  down  all  non- 
essential offices.  Congress  finally  passed 
a  continuing  resolution  on  Nov.  20,  fund- 
ing the  government  through  Dec.  15,  and 
ending  the  six-day  shutdown,  clearing 
the  way  for  negotiations  between  con- 
gressional Republicans  and  the  White 
House.  The  White  House  agreed  to  nego- 
tiate a  plan  balancing  the  budget  in  seven 
years  as  demanded  by  the  Republicans. 
Currently,  negotiations  are  under  way  as 
both  sides  debate  a  long  list  of  programs 
that  must  be  "protected"  according  to 
Democrats  and  "reformed"  according  to 
Republicans.  The  most  contentious  of 
these  being  Medicaid,  Welfare  reform, 
tax  reform  and  Medicare.  The  current 
continuing  resolution  expired  Dec.  15. 
Should  an  agreement  not  have  been 
reached  by  then,  the  government  will  be 
forced  to  close  the  still  outstanding  seven 
departments  whose  appropriations  bills 
have  not  yet  been  signed.  Given  that  Ag- 
riculture hardly  tops  the  list  of  "hot"  is- 
sues, there  may  be  a  chance  for  changes 
to  some  of  the  provisions,  though  not 
much  change  is  expected.  Unfortunately, 
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GRAMOXONE8  EXTRA  herbicide  has  been  granted  a 
24c  label  for  use  in  sugar  cane  in  Louisiana  prior  to  crop 
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some  of  the  commodity  programs,  in- 
cluding grain,  expire  Dec.  31,  leading  to 
talk  of  just  extending  current  programs 
for  one  year  until  balanced  budget  de- 
tails can  be  worked  out. 

Democrats  Propose  Changes  to  Sugar 
Provisions  in  Reconciliation  Bill 

In  light  of  the  budget  debate,  consid- 
eration of  the  Farm  Bill  is  not  expected 
until  sometime  next  spring.  There  is  still 
a  real  threat  that  Miller  /Schumer  may 
offer  their  bill  to  eliminate  the  program 
despite  assurances  from  Republican 
leadership  that  they  will  support  the  re- 
form of  the  sugar  program  included  in 
the  Budget  Reconciliation  package.  The 
Democrats  are  involved  in  this  round  of 
budget  negotiation  and  will  be  pushing 
for  less  drastic  cuts  to  Agriculture  -  $4.4 
billion  versus  the  $12  billion  proposed  by 
Republicans.  The  House  Agriculture 
Committee's  Democratic  members  of  the 
"Blue  Dog  Coalition"  are  currently  pro- 
moting an  agriculture  program  of  their 
own  which  essentially  extends  many 
current  programs,  while  increasing  flex 
acreage  and  reducing  acreage  eligible  for 
deficiency  payments. 

The  Coalition  proposal  for  Sugar  in- 
corporates many  of  the  provisions  in  the 
industry's  proposal  and  does  not  include 
the  1-cent  forfeiture  penalty. 

•  LOAN  RATE  is  set  at  18  cents/22.9 
cents,  but  retains  the  Secretary's  au- 
thority to  increase. 

•  MARKETING  ASSESSMENT  is  con- 
tinued at  current  levels  for  domestic 
sugar,  but  extends  it  to  imports. 

•  RECOURSE/NONRECOURSE  trig- 
ger is  set  at  the  GATT  Minimum 

•  LOAN  PERIOD  is  three  months. 

•  MARKETING  ALLOTMENTS  are 
eliminated. 

•  NO  COST  PROVISION  is  extended. 


Brazilian  and  EU  Sugar  Exports 
Account  for  30  Percent  of  World  Trade 
Forecast  in  1995-96 

According  to  a  November  release  by 
the  USDA,  world  sugar  shares  among 
top  exporters  have  changed  dramatically 
during  the  last  20  years.  Brazil  and  the 
European  Union  (EU)  have  substituted 
for  decreased  Cuban  sugar  exports  in 
world  markets. 

Twenty  years  ago,  Cuba  accounted 
for  more  than  25  percent  of  world  sugar 
trade.  1995-96  exports  from  Brazil  and 
the  EU  combined  are  expected  to  ac- 
count for  30  percent  of  the  world  sugar 
trade.  Likewise,  Thailand  and  Australia 
have  increased  their  share  of  trade. 
Thailand's  export  share  has  nearly 
tripled  since  1975-76,  accounting  for  13 
percent  today. 

Australian  exports  of  sugar  are  up  30 
percent  from  20  years  ago,  also  account- 
ing for  13  percent  of  world  trade. 

Reduced  sugar  production  in  Cuba 
has  lowered  its  sugar  export  supplies 
since  the  1990-91  season.  The  Philippines 
and  the  Dominican  Republic  have  also 
dramatically  fallen  in  their  export  since 
1970. 

Ukraine  and  Guatemala  have  taken 
up  the  slack.  Guatemala  is  becoming  the 
third  largest  sugar  exporter  in  Latin 
America. 


Long  Pest  Management,  Inc. 

Serving  Farmers  Since  J  965 

Insect  &  Weed  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertility  Management 

RSD  Testing  &  Disease  Management 

Variety  Selection 

RUP  Record  Keeping  &  WPS  Compliance 

Crop  Management  Service 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  CPCCI,  CCA,  BCE  &  Staff 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists  Meeting 
Freezing  Temperatures  -  U.S.  Hurricanes 
Crop  Report  -  Thanks  to  Our  Cooperators 


On  Feb.  1  and  2, 1996,  the  Louisi- 
ana Division  of  the  American 
Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Tech- 
nologists will  hold  their  annual  meeting 
in  Baton  Rouge  at  the  Hilton  Hotel. 

On  Thursday  morning,  in  addition  to 
the  annual  business  meeting,  there  will 
be  a  general  session  which  will  concen- 
trate on  agricultural  and  factory  reports 
from  combine  harvesters.  On  Thursday 
afternoon  the  agricultural  session  papers 
will  be  presented,  while  Friday  morning 
will  have  the  processing  session  papers. 
The  banquet  will  be  held  on  Thursday 
evening. 

This  meeting  is  your  opportunity  to 
learn  about  the  research  that  is  being 
conducted  on  your  behalf.  This  meeting 
also  provides  growers,  processors  and  all 
industry  members  a  chance  to  meet  and 
discuss  with  researchers  their  problems 
and  look  for  solutions  to  insure  maxi- 
mum efficiency  in  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry. 

Freezing  Temperatures 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Dec.  9  and 
10,  freezing  temperatures  were  recorded 
throughout  the  cane  belt  of  Louisiana. 
Fortunately,  the  industry  was  over  80 
percent  complete  with  the  1995  grinding 
operation  and  total  production  should 
not  be  seriously  affected  by  this  freeze. 
However,  some  growers  were  not  as  well 
advanced,  having  more  than  three  weeks 
of  harvest  remaining  and,  therefore, 
could  experience  significant  individual 
losses  as  a  result  of  the  hard  freeze.  Tem- 
peratures as  low  as  22  degrees  were  un- 


officially recorded  in  several  places  in- 
cluding the  Bunkie  and  Baton  Rouge  ar- 
eas. Numerous  localities,  including 
Bayou  Lafourche  and  Bayou  Teche,  re- 
ported 25  degrees.  One  factor  which  may 
have  made  the  freeze  worse  than  ex- 
pected was  the  extended  number  of 
hours  which  were  recorded  below  freez- 
ing. Factors  which  tended  to  make  the 
freeze  less  severe  to  the  industry  were 
not  only  the  late  date  of  the  freeze,  but 
also  that  this  was  the  first  freeze  of  the 
season.  There  was  a  full  canopy  on  the 
cane  which  offered  protection  from  the 
cold. 

Growers  and  processors  have  been 
advised  on  the  general  variety  schedule 
to  follow  but  have  also  been  reminded 
that  many  conditions  can  affect  the  se- 
verity with  which  any  particular  field 
can  be  damaged.  Therefore,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  growers  always  make  a 
field-by-field  survey  to  plan  a  schedule 
and  then  continually  check  to  evaluate 
deterioration  and  make  changes  as 
needed  to  this  schedule.Of  utmost  im- 
portance is  that  growers  not  burn  cane 
any  further  ahead  of  hauling  than  is  nec- 
essary. The  damaged  cane  has  already 
begun  to  deteriorate  and  the  burning 
process  accelerates  that  damage.  Grow- 
ers are  also  advised  to  top  cane  properly 
so  as  to  reduce  the  impact  of  damaged 
cane  to  the  mill.  Those  growers  who 
have  switched  to  combines  are  now  ea- 
ger to  see  if  proper  topping  and  a  reduc- 
tion of  damaged  material  can  be  accom- 
plished with  the  extractor  fans  of  the 
combine  harvesters. 


II 


Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 
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and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 
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Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 


First  South  PCA 


Agricultural  Lender 


Give  us  a  call! 
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U.S.  Hurricanes 

The  second  highest  number  of  Atlan- 
tic Basin  tropical  storms  since  data  has 
been  kept  was  recorded  this  past  year.  In 
1933,  there  were  21  tropical  storms,  while 
in  1995,  there  were  19  named  storms  of 
which  11  became  hurricanes.  The  hun- 
dred-year average  calls  for  8.4  tropical 
storms  and  4.4  hurricanes  per  year.  This 
being  an  extremely  busy  hurricane  sea- 
son, the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  is 
indeed  fortunate  that  no  storms  had  any 
direct  impact.  Hurricane  Opal  came 
close  enough  to  cause  minor  wind  prob- 
lems and  caused  some  cane  to  lodge  but 
did  not  cause  any  severe  damage. 
Coupled  with  the  good  tonnage  that 
most  growers  are  reporting  this  grinding 
season,  any  one  of  these  tropical  systems 
could  have  been  devastating  to  the  in- 
dustry We  should  all  be  very  grateful. 

Crop  Report 

As  of  this  writing  on  Dec.  13,  the  in- 
dustry is  over  80  percent  completed  with 
grinding.  Some  growers,  especially  split 
shippers,  are  now  finished  and  one  mill, 
Lafourche  Sugars,  has  already  com- 
pleted operations  for  1995.  However,  at 
least  a  couple  of  mills  are  anticipating 
grinding  into  1996,  which  means  that 
some  cold  damage  can  be  expected  as  a 
result  of  the  Dec.  9  and  10  freeze.  Because 
of  the  late  date  of  the  freeze  and  the  tem- 
peratures experienced,  the  industry  still 
expects  to  grind  a  record  number  of  tons 
in  1995  given  there  were  a  record  number 
of  acres  harvested.  With  an  anticipated 
sugar  recovery  near  200  pounds  per  ton 
of  cane,  Louisiana  should  again  have  a 
seasonal  production  of  over  one  million 
tons  of  sugar. 

Thanks  to  Our  Cooperators 

As  growers  and  processors  complete 
one  year  and  anticipate  another,  it  is  wise 
to  take  time  to  recognize  the  many  indi- 


viduals and  groups  that  provide  services 
and  products  to  this  industry.  Of  course 
there  are  the  sales  people  that  provide 
the  products  we  use  and  we  have  come 
to  know  them  well.  Then  there  are  the 
state  and  federal  government  agencies 
that  provide  the  services  that  we  require, 
and  the  many  others  that  we  meet  and 
see  throughout  the  year.  And,  of  course, 
the  trade  associations,  Farm  Bureau  and 
the  League  itself  who  work  for  the  ben- 
efit of  this  industry  All  these  people  and 
groups  have  a  specific  mission  and  gen- 
erally, as  a  result  of  achieving  that  mis- 
sion, get  paid  for  what  they  do. 

However,  there  is  one  group  of  indi- 
viduals who  work  for  the  good  of  the 
industry  and  do  not  get  a  salary.  In  fact, 
most  of  the  time  they  spend  money  to  ac- 
complish their  good  deeds.  This  group 
consist  of  the  growers  and  processors 
who  give  of  their  time,  cane,  land,  labor, 
equipment,  factories,  etc.,  to  allow  for 
research  and  demonstrations  to  be  con- 
ducted. These  unselfish  individuals  and 
groups  provide  a  service  to  the  rest  of  the 
growers  and  processors  of  this  industry 
that  dollars  could  hardly  buy  and  one 
that  is  certainly  invaluable  to  all  in- 
volved in  the  betterment  of  this  industry. 
To  this  group  we  offer  a  sincere  thank 
you  for  your  contributions,  wish  you 
well  in  the  coming  year,  and  look  for- 
ward to  long  term  cooperation  for  the 
good  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 


CroDmate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIB0DAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.415&44 
Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)638-8343 
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OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

1010  FLORIDA  BOULEVARD 

BATON  ROUGE,  LA  70802 

(504)  344-8080  •  FAX  (504)  383-4793  •  (800)  349-3440 


More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 


Class  Code 
Description 

Competition 

Rates/$100 

LCTA-SIF 

Rates/$100 

Head  to  Head 
Savings 

SuqarCane  Milling 

16.71 

10.40 

37.8% 

Suqar  Refininq 

5.72 

4.07 

28.8% 

Suqar  Cane  Plantation 

15.58 

11.68 

25% 

&  Drivers 

Clerical/Office 

1.01 

0.61 

39.6% 

Your  business  may  qualify 

for  up  to  an  additional 
15%  prompt  pay  discount. 


Call  now  for  a  quote  on 
affordable  coverage! 

(800)  349-3440 


14 


ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Chemical  Accident  Prevention 


Everyone  who  watches  television 
newscasts  and /or  reads  newspa- 
pers should  know  there  was  a  se- 
rious "chemical  accident77  at  the  Gaylord 
Chemical  Plant  in  Bogalusa,  La.  on  Oct. 
23.  A  ruptured  railroad  tank  car  leaked 
for  days,  sending  an  orange  cloud  of  ir- 
ritating gas  through  the  neighborhood.  It 
was  necessary  to  evacuate  or  otherwise 
greatly  inconvenience  residents  of  a 
large  and  densely  populated  area.  Al- 
though Gaylord  may  have  notified  and 
responded  as  required  by  law,  there  were 
many  complaints  that  have  "environmen- 
tal justice77  overtones.  Hopefully,  a  simi- 
lar tragedy  will  not  occur  at  a  sugar,  mill. 

The  chemical  in  the 
leaking  tank  car  at  Bog- 
alusa was  nitrogen  tetrox- 
ide,  a  chemical  produced 
by  liquefying  nitrogen  di- 
oxide gas.  The  orange-col- 
ored gas  that  emitted  from 
the  tank  car  was  actually 
nitrogen  dioxide  gas.  Ni- 
trogen dioxide  is  an  air 
pollutant  associated  with 
emissions  from  combustion  processes 
such  as  power  boilers,  heater  furnaces, 
and  automobile  and  truck  engines.  Ni- 
trogen dioxide  is  very  irritating  to  the 
eyes  and  mucous  membranes.  Exposure 
to  high  concentrations  may  produce  im- 
mediate coughing  and  chest  pains. 

Fortunately,  nitrogen  tetroxide  is  not 
used  in  the  sugar  industry,  but  other  liq- 
uefied irritant  gases  such  as  chlorine  and 
ammonia  are.  Chlorine  is  even  more  irri- 


'Nothing  short  of 
accident  avoidance 
can  protect  a  plant 
from  civil 
liability..." 


tating  than  nitrogen  dioxide,  and  nitro- 
gen dioxide  clouds  are  more  easily  dis- 
persed than  the  heavier,  green-colored 
clouds  of  ground-hugging  chlorine  gas. 
Allowable  concentrations  of  chlorine  in 
the  workplace  are  only  a  sixth  of  allow- 
able concentrations  of  nitrogen  dioxide. 
A  "cloud77  of  nitrogen  dioxide  (or 
chlorine)  can  damage  vegetation,  but 
there  are  no  long-term  damages  to  air, 
water,  or  soil  at  Bogalusa  as  a  result  of  the 
accident.  There  have  been  secondary  dam- 
ages such  as  overloaded  and  worn  road- 
ways in  the  area,  not  so  much  from  the 
evacuations  and  emergency  vehicles  as 
from  the  onrush  of  ambulance-chasing 
lawyers  soliciting  business. 
One  immediate  affect  of 
the  Bogalusa  incident  was 
promulgation  on  Nov.  20 
of  an  Emergency  Rule  by 
the  Louisiana  Department 
of  Environmental  Quality 
on  Chemical  Accident  Pre- 
"  vention.  This  Emergency 

_»^~»™_.  Rule  establishes  specific 
requirements  whereas  the 
original  rule  on  the  subject  merely  re- 
quired all  affected  plants  to  register  and 
pay  a  fee.  Most  sugar  mills  have  already 
taken  the  action  advised  in  the  June  1994 
and  May  1995  issues  of  Sugar  Bulletin 
and  removed  regulated  materials  from 
sugar  mill  premises,  thereby  both  reduc- 
ing hazards  and  opting  out  of  a  very 
complicated  and  expensive  regulatory 
program. 

Sugar  mills  are  able  to  avoid  Chemi- 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

FOR  SALE: 

1983  Cameco  S30  Single  Row  Cane 
Harvester.  Call  Wendell  Albarado  at 

(504)  545-3809  after  6:30  p.m. 

FOR  SALE:  2-row  Cameco  Harvester.  4  years  old. 

Call  Carol  Schexnayder  at  (504)  869- 

FOR  SALE: 

Cameco  S30  Harvester  (low  hrs.),  Th- 

5982. 

ompson  3-row  Cultivator/Off  Bars 
(Folding),  Thompson  1/4  Drain  Ma- 

FOR SALE:  Cameco  7000  Cane  Cutter;  3-row 

chine,  Rayne  Plane  Land  Leveler31C 

Plow.  Call  W.S.  Pearce  Farms  at  (318) 

Model  1  yr.  old;  Misc.  Equipment.  Call 

346-2756. 

(504)  872-8385. 

FOR  SALE:  1 993  2-row  LaCane  Harvester.  Call  Joe 

FOR  SALE: 

4  Reynolds-made  Texas  type  10-ton 

Beaud,  Jr.  at  (504)  638-6272  or  (504) 

sugarcane  containers,  like  new,  half 

332-2198. 

price.  Call  (318)  276-6054. 

Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


Bayou  Service  Co.  loo 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA        (318)  229-6415 
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cal  Accident  Prevention  Program  liabil- 
ity by  removing  ammonia  tanks  from 
mill  premises  and  divorcing  them  from 
mill  operations,  by  keeping  less  than 
2,500  pounds  of  chlorine  on  premises, 
and  by  either  receiving  delivery  of  only 
muriatic  acid  containing  less  than  29.5 
percent  hydrogen  chloride,  or  otherwise 
having  no  more  than  1,500  gallons  of  the 
acid  on  premises  at  any  time. 

Whether  or  not  a  sugar  mill  is  cov- 


ered by  the  new  rules,  every  significant 
spill  or  release  of  pollutants  should  be 
reported  promptly  as  required  by  law, 
and  everything  within  reason  done  to 
protect  public  health  and  the  environ- 
ment. Nothing  short  of  accident  avoid- 
ance can  protect  a  plant  from  civil  liabil- 
ity, but  noncompliance  with  the  new 
Chemical  Accident  Prevention  rules  can 
incur  both  civil  and  criminal  liability 
even  if  no  accident  actually  occurs. 


At 


Miller-Penniman  Equipment  Co. 


625  N.  West  Main 

Bunkie,  LA  71322 

(318)346-7271 


200  Hospital  Road 

New  Roads,  LA  70760 

(504)  638-4581 


Bringing  quality  to  the  farm  is  what  we  do  for  you. 

We  have  one  LI600  loader  with  a  caterpillar  engine  for  $7,500 
We  have  one  John  Deere  4255  Hi-Crop  tractor  for  $42,500 


I 1 

SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF  "FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL 

Please  send  me 


copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 
plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  am  sending 
for  my  complete  order  is 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.s) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


SPECIAL   VOLUME    PRICES    AVAILABLE    UPON   REQUEST 


J 
17 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
for  Sugar  Cane 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


FOR  SALE 

Hi-Clearance  Tractors 

Infl  1066- low  hrs. 

Infl  3688  -  late  model 

Grader  Blades  - 12'  on  wheels 

JD  17' Disc  1630 

Call  Grady  Dugas  in  Parks 
at  (318)  845-4774 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 

FOR  RENT 

12  Yd.  Scraper 

with 
Laser  Equipment 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane  - 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.  0.  Box  108 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-3965 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about. . .  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Baton  Rouge 
(504)  293-2691 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 
Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,797 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
•  All  Hydraulic  • 

*  7'x25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 
existing  planter's  aids  to  fully  automatic 

Order  before  Feb.  29,  1996 
for  special  price  discounts 

Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting,  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)942-8180    FAX  (318)  942-8377 
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O  N 


ROUGE 


LINE 


by  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Sen.  Randy  Ewing,  who  will  be 
President  of  the  Senate  when  the 
new  Legislature  convenes,  has  re- 
leased a  tentative  list  of  committee  chair- 
men. 

As  expected,  only  three  of  the  exist- 
ing chairmen  were  reappointed: 


Health  &  Welfare 

Sen.  Don  Hines 
D  -  Bunkie 

Judiciary  A 

Sen .  Chris  Ullo 
D  -  Marrero 


Agriculture 

Sen.  James  David  Cain 
D  -  Dry  Creek 


Judiciary  B 

Sen.  Don  Cravins 
D  -  Lafayette 


Insurance 

Sen.  Greg  Tarver 
D  -  Shreveport 


Judiciary  C 

Sen.  Max  Jordan 
R  -  Lafayette 


Transportation 

Sen.  Ron  Landry 
D  -  LaPlace 


Labor  &  Industrial  Relations 

Sen.  Robert  Barham 
D  -  Oak  Ridge 


Sen.  Dennis  Bagneris  will  retain  his 
seat  as  Senate  Pro  Tern.  Other  new  chair- 
men are  as  follows: 


Natural  Resources 

Sen.  Craig  Romero 
R  -  New  Orleans 


Commerce 

Sen.  Ken  Hollis 
R  -  Metairie 


Retirement 

Sen.  Francis  Heitmeier 
D  -  New  Orleans 


Education 

Sen.  Tom  Greene 
D  -  Maringouin 


Revenue  &  Fiscal  Reform 

Sen.  Cecil  Picard 
D  -  Maurice 


Environment 

Sen.  Louis  Lambert 
D  -  Prairieville 


Senate  &  Governmental  Affairs 

Sen.  Jay  Dardenne 
R  -  Baton  Rouge 


Finance 

Sen.  John  Hainkel 
R  -  New  Orleans 


Local  &  Municipal  Affairs 

Sen.  Diana  Bajoie 
D  -  New  Orleans 
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Call  (504)  448-3707 

to  place  your  ad  in 
The  Sugar  Bulletin 


Mailing  List  Update 

D    Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front  cover. 

□    I  no 

longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  Please  remove  my 

name  from  your  mailing  list. 

Name 

Address 
City 

State                      Zip 

Mail  to: 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 

P.  O.  Drawer  938 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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Commercial  Members 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE  IH 

P.  O.  Box  171818,  Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

The  Cropmate  Company 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

P.  O.  Box  15747,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Louisiana  Cane  Mfg.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  71,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pleasant  Hill  Auction  &  Realty 

115  V's  Lane,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  12014,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Scott  Construction  Equipment 

P.  O.  Box  340,  Broussard,  LA  70518 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 
206  E.  Bayou  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA    70301 
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February  1996 


Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A. 


Announcing  the 
SEVENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE 
U.S.A.  INC. 

Wednesday,  February  28, 1996-  1:30  p.m. 

Howard  Johnson  Lodge 
201  TV.  Canal  Jglvd.,  "thibodaux,  Louisiana 

Registration  begins  at  1  p.m. 

At  this  meeting  there  will  be  an  election  of  members 

of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Immediately  following  the  Annual  Meeting, 

the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Foundation  will  hold  a  meeting 

to  elect  a  Board  of  Directors. 

All  members  of  the  League  will  please  consider  this  as  an  official  notice  to  attend. 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 

Charles  J.  Melancon/ Editor,  President  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D. /Vice  President  and  Director  of  Research 

Windell  R.  Jackson /Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack  Jr. /Agronomist 

John  Constant /Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens/Secretary 

Paul  G.  Borron  Ill/Legal  Counsel 


Washington  Representative 

Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Ave.  N.  W. 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:  (202)  331-4331 


Baton  Rouge  Representative 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
7612  Picardy,  Suite  L 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 
Phone:  (504)  766-1359 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)  448-3707 


Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Raceland,  La. 

Vice  Chairman 
Charles  }.  Melancon,  Thibodaux,  La. 

President  and  General  Manager 
Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Thibodaux,  i,a. 

Vice  President  and  Director  of  Research 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  D.C. 

Vice  President  of  Government  Relations 
Irving  Legendre  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Secretary 
Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Treasurer 


Henry  Adolph,  Napoleonville,  La. 

David  Allain,  Jeanerette,  La. 

J.  G.  Beaud  Jr.,  New  Roads,  La. 

Branan  B.  "Bert"  Beyt,  Jeanerette,  La. 

Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard,  New  Iberia,  La. 

Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville,  La. 

F.  Neal  Bolton,  St.  James,  La. 

Craig  Caillier,  Franklin,  La. 

Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  La. 

John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  La. 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  La. 

Francis  Graugnard,  Edgard,  La. 

Warren  Harang  III,  Donaldsonville,  La. 

George  "Scrap"  Hymel,  Gramercy,  La. 

Jackie  Judice,  New  Iberia,  La. 

Meivin  Landry,  New  Iberia,  La. 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert  III,  St.  Martinville,  La. 

A.  J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  La. 


D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  La. 
Michael  G.  Melancon,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 
Leonard  Oncale,  Gheens,  La. 
William  S.  Patout  III,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Frank  Pearce,  Maringouin,  La. 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  La. 
R.  L.  "Bobby"  Roane,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  La. 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  La. 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  La. 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  La. 
Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly,  La. 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  La. 
Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  La. 


3-D  CHEMICALS,  INC, 

specializing  in 

Quality  Built  Spray  Units 

•  available  with  200  or  300 
gallon  tanks 

•  sturdy  3  point  Quick  Hitch 

•  Hydraulic  arms  with  break 
away  design 

•  3  or  5  row  manifold 

•  PTO  or  hydraulic  pump 

•  uses  spraying  systems 
components 

Designed  specifically  for  the  sugar  farmer 

For  more  information  cali 

(318)394-4801   or  1-800-732-3787 
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UPFRONT        WITH 


HE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


The  traditional  announcement  of 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  is 
on  the  cover  of  this  issue  of  The  Sugar 
Bulletin.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Howard  Johnson  Lodge  in  Thibodaux  on 
Feb.  28, 1996,  with  the  registration  begin- 
ning at  1  p.m.  and  the  meeting  com- 
mencing at  1:30  p.m. 

It  is  my  hope  that  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  League  will  attend  this 
meeting.  It's  your  meeting  and  your  or- 
ganization! It  is  not  a  meeting  for  the  staff 
nor  for  the  officers  and  directors  of  your 
organization.  The  annual  reports  and 
information  provided  are  for  your  ben- 
efit and  your  information.  In  short,  you 
pay  the  dues  that  enable  the  League  to 
function  on  your  behalf. 

During  the  Annual  Meeting  the 
chairmen  of  the  League's  three  major 
committees  will  give  reports  to  the  mem- 
bership. These  reports  will  be  presented 
by  Danny  Viator,  Chairman  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee;  Charles  Thibaut, 
Chairman  of  the  National  Legislative 
Committee;  and  Pat  Cancienne,  Chair- 
man of  the  Research  Committee.  Addi- 
tionally, Jerry  McKee,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  for  1995-97,  will  present  his  report, 
and  the  election  of  the  League's  Board  of 
Directors  will  be  conducted  at  this  time. 

As  I  have  stated  before  in  my  bulletin 
articles,  as  well  as  in  person,  the  League's 
Board  and  I  encourage  you  to  attend  not 
only  the  Annual  Meeting,  but  the 
monthly  meetings.  The  monthly  meet- 
ings are  normally  held  on  the  last 


Wednesday  of  each  month  at  1:30  p.m.  at 
the  Howard  Johnson  Lodge  in 
Thibodaux.  All  members  of  the  League 
are  invited  to  attend  these  Board  meet- 
ings in  that  the  Board  is  always  receptive 
to  input  from  the  general  membership. 
The  Annual  Meeting,  however,  is  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  for  you  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  activities  of  the  League 
and  to  express  your  thoughts  and  ideas 
that  could  make  for  a  better  organiza- 
tion. The  Board  of  Directors  and  staff  of 
the  League  urge  your  attendance  and 
solicit  your  input  at  the  1996  Annual 
Meeting. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Commit- 
tee. The  following  individuals  were 
nominated  at  the  annual  committee 
meeting  to  serve  on  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  Board  of  Directors  begin- 
ning Feb.  28, 1996: 

Grower  Members 

Henry  Adolph 
David  Allain 
J.G.  Beaud  Jr. 
John  Gay 
Ronald  Gonsoulin 
Warren  Harang  III 
George  "Scrap"  Hymel 
Jackie  Judice 
Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 
Michael  G.  Melancon 
Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee 
Daniel  Naquin  Jr. 
Leonard  Oncale 
Frank  Pearce 
Howard  Robichaux 


Raphael  Rodriguez 
Donald  Segura 
Frank  Sotile 
Carlton  Townsend 
Daniel  Viator 

Processor  Members 

Branan  "Bert"  Beyt 
Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard 
Ronald  Blanchard 
F.  Neal  Bolton 
Craig  Caillier 
Mike  Daigle 
Dan  Duplantis 
Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert  III 
Irving  E.  Legendre  Jr. 
A.J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois 
D.C.  Mattingly 
Anthony  Parris 
William  S.  Patout  III 
Kenneth  Peltier 
R.L.  "Bobby"  Roane 


Mel  Schudmak 
David  Stewart 
Jackie  Theriot 
Charles  Thibaut 
Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche 

The  Board  make-up  reflects  20 
grower  members  and  20  processor  repre- 
sentatives. A  recent  change  in  the  by- 
laws allowed  for  this  number  to  stay 
constant  in  light  of  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  sugar  mills  active  in  the  Loui- 
siana industry.  It  was  felt  that  to  reduce 
the  membership  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  mills  would  be  to  reduce  grower 
representation  on  the  Board.  Since  it  is 
already  a  tough  task  to  satisfy  represen- 
tations geographically,  it  was  decided 
that  the  League's  Board  will  remain  at  40 
members  as  noted  prior.  Again,  I  am 
hopeful  that  all  growers  will  make  an 
attempt  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting. 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

/^JBfc 

Saturday 

General  ^S§P    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 
Thibodaux 

Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256- 1269     Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 


LOUISIANA  GREEN  CANE  COMBINE, 


\)?D*ft 


1993-1994  Crop  Results 
(Official  Tests) 


1 .  Soil  delivered  to  factory  Green  Cane  Combine 

Dec.  20,  1993  (Rainy  conditions)    Australian  Combine 


2.  Sugar  per  acre  recovered 
(Nov.  18,  1994) 

3.  Soil  delivered  to  factory 
(L.S.U.  Test)  1994  Season 


Green  Cane  Combine 
Conventional  System 


a  5% 

2.21% 

7,675.59 

7,641.06 


Green  Cane  Combine  neaiiy  50% 
less  than  mill  average  for  entire  season 


WATCH  FOR  US  IN  1996 

We  will  increase  our  cutting  capacity  from  55  tons/hr.  to  75  tons/hr. 

We  will  decrease  fiber  %  cane  from  15%  to  14% 

And  we  will  leave  the  cane  tops  and  top  soil  in  the  field. 

A  Home  Grown  Product 


®  AGRONOMICS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  771        Jeanerctte,  Louisiana    70544        U.S.A. 
Business  Office  (318)  276-6054  *  Fax  (318)  276-7753  *  Cable  W.U.  "Sugar" 


don't  Spend 
All  your  Pennies 
leasing  a  Tractor 


Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

"Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 


CB 


M&L 

1NDUSTHI E S 


INCORPORATED 


^^uoieJ  Since  1953 


FORD  NEW  HOLLAND 

Hump 


Houma 

1210  St.  Charles  St. 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)  837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 


l\EW  HOLLAND 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Congress  Ends  Year  by  Clearing  Bill 
to  Reopen  Government 

After  an  unprecedented  21-day  govern- 
ment shutdown  that  left  more  than 
280,000  workers  on  furlough  and  an- 
other 475,000  on  the  job  without  pay, 
Congress  finally  completed  work  on 
three  spending  measures  that  were  de- 
signed to  get  the  government  back  up 
and  running.  The  first  measure  was  an 
appropriations  bill  that  would  send  all 
federal  workers  back  to  work,  with  pay, 
through  Jan.  26.  A  second  bill  was 
cleared  that  would  provide  appropria- 
tions for  17  specific  federal  programs  for 
all  of  fiscal  year  1996.  Covered  under  this 
bill  are  Medicaid  payments  to  the  states 
and  Medicare  funds  for  claims  process- 
ing and  contract  employees.  Also  funded 
under  this  bill  are  all  funds  for  law  en- 
forcement programs,  such  as  the  FBI, 
federal  prisons,  federal  courts  and  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  service. 
The  final  bill  passed  was  another  stop- 
gap spending  bill  that  would  continue  all 
federal  programs  through  January  26. 
Both  chambers  agreed  not  to  send  the  bill 
to  President  Clinton  until  he  submits  a 
seven-year  balanced  budget  plan  that  is 
scored  by  the  Congressional  Budget  Of- 
fice. 

Six  of  13  appropriation  bills  still  have 
not  been  enacted,  including  Labor,  Inte- 
rior, Commerce,  Justice  and  State  depart- 
ment funding.  The  Republicans  in  Con- 
gress kept  the  government  closed  by  re- 
fusing to  pass  legislation  that  would  pay 
workers'  salaries  while  the  leadership 


and  the  White  House  worked  out  details 
of  the  balanced  budget  agreement.  Un- 
able to  override  three  of  President 
Clinton's  vetoes,  freshmen  Republicans 
vowed  to  continue  the  shutdown  until 
the  White  House  caved  in.  With  funding 
in  place  until  Jan.  26  the  Republicans 
have  abandoned  their  threat  to  continue 
government  shutdowns  and  have  de- 
cided to  work  on  funding  pet  projects 
and  favored  programs  while  denying 
funding  to  programs  supported  by  the 
Democrats.  John  Kasich  (R-OH),  Chair- 
man of  the  Budget  Committee,  is  talking 
about  an  all-or-nothing  approach  as  talks 
resume  the  week  of  Jan.  15.  "  We're  going 
to  fund  programs  we  think  are  important 
and  not  fund  the  programs  that  we  think 
are  not  important.  We  think  that  will  put 
some  pressure  on  the  President." 

Farm  Bill  Still  in  Limbo  After 
Contentious  Year  of  Debate 

After  a  year  of  intense  fighting  among 
Republicans  over  dairy,  peanuts,  sugar 
and  conservation  programs,  both  Senate 
and  House  Agriculture  committees 
agreed  on  provisions  that  were  made 
part  of  the  budget  reconciliation  bill. 
However,  the  effort  to  rewrite  farm  law 
was  stalled  when  President  Clinton  ve- 
toed the  budget  measure  Dec.  6.  The 
Republican  plan  called  for  a  spending 
cut  of  $12.3  billion  over  seven  years. 
Conferees  were  granted  a  waiver  to  cut 
less  than  the  original  $13.4  billion  target 
as  dairy  provisions  were  stripped  out  of 
the  bill  after  a  failure  to  agree  on  changes 


to  the  program.  Under  the  reconciliation 
agreement,  most  tenants  of  "Freedom  to 
Farm"  were  adopted  where  wheat,  cot- 
ton, rice  and  feed  grains  will  receive 
fixed,  declining  payments  over  seven 
years.  Despite  a  looming  deadline  to  re- 
authorize the  farm  programs,  and  in 
light  of  the  budget  impasse,  both  the 
House  and  Senate  Agriculture  commit- 
tees delayed  full  committee  action  until 
1996. 

House  Agriculture  Committee  Chair- 
man Pat  Roberts  (R-KS)  said  overhaul  of 
the  farm  bill  would  be  taken  up  by  his 
panel  early  this  year  with  the  aim  of  com- 
pleting House  floor  action  by  early 
spring.  Many,  however,  feel  that  until  the 
budget  provisions  are  worked  out,  not 
much  will  be  done  on  the  Farm  Bill  and 
give  fall  as  a  target  date. 


World  Agricultural  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates 

On  Jan.  16  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  released  supply  and  de- 
mand estimates  at  the  end  of  fiscal  year 
1995-96.  U.S.  stocks  of  sugar  are  forecast 
to  decline  120,000  tons  from  last  month 
to  1.1  million  short  tons,  raw  value, 
which  is  an  unusually  low  level.  Sugar 
production  is  forecast  to  increase  slightly. 
Cane  sugar  production  is  up  because  of 
higher  than  anticipated  output  in  Louisi- 
ana, a  record  1.05  million  tons.  The  Loui- 
siana sugarcane  grind  was  completed  in 
the  first  week  of  January.  Beet  sugar  pro- 
duction is  down  from  last  month,  mostly 
due  to  lower  sugar  beet  yields.  Sugar 
imports  under  the  reexport  programs  are 
reduced  40,000  tons  to  730,000  tons.  Re- 
fined sugar  reexports  are  increased  to 
500,000  tons. 


Bayou  Service  Co.  loo 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA        (318)  229-6415 
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FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS. 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 

diesel  engine  —  the  definition 

luxury.  From  the  ergonomically 

Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 

of  pure  agricultural  power. 

designed  seat  to  the  smart 

working  fields  and  farms 

Not  to  mention  the  standard 

layout  of  the  controls,  you're 

around  the  world.  And  with 

18-speed  fuJI-powershift 

surrounded  with  features  that 

over  65  million  hours  of 

transmission  that  gives  you 

make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 

rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 

complete  control  of  1 8  forward 

day's  work. 

they've  proven  what  a  differ- 

and four  reverse  speeds,  as 

If  you're  looking  for  a 

ence  durability,  reliability  and 

well  as  an  optional  creeper 

proven  tractor  with  all  the 

performance  can  make. 

transmission  that  adds  six  for- 

assets you  need  to  maximize 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 

ward  and  two  reverse  speeds. 

productivity,  be  sure  to  test 

the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 

Yet  with  all  that  performance, 

drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 

tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 

there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 

don't just  take  our  word  for  it. 

215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 

fort.  The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 

Lanier  Implement 

Gremillion's,  Inc. 

Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Abbeville,  LA 

New  Roads,  LA 

Jeanerette,  LA 

(318)893-1988 

(504)  638-6347 

(318)276-6384 

(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Lemann's  Farm 

Supply,  Inc. 

Cecelia,  LA 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Donaldsonville,  LA 

(318)667-6535 

(504)  447-3776 

(504)  473-7927 

ATTENTION 

SUGAR  CANE 


GRAMOXONE®  EXTRA  herbicide  has  been  granted  a 
24c  label  for  use  in  sugar  cane  in  Louisiana  prior  to  crop 
emergence  (prior  to  emergence  of  new  growth)  to  control 
over-wintering  weeds.  GRAMOXONE  EXTRA  aids  in 
drying  and  warming  of  the  seedbed  by  eliminating  winter 
vegetation,  which  in  turn  reduces  root  rot  and  promotes 
shoot  development. 

Other  benefits  include: 


reduces  competition  for  plant  nutrients 

from  over-wintering  weeds 

fast-acting 

effective  under  a  broad  range  of 

temperatures 

tankmix  flexibility 

rainfast  within  30  minutes 

cost-effective 


For  more  information,  contact  your  local  dealer,  consultant, 
Extension  agent  or  Zeneca  representative. 


ZEN  EC  A    Ag  Products 


©1995.  Zeneca  Inc.  A  business  unit  of  Zeneca  Inc. 

CRAMOXONE"  is  .1  trademark  of  a  Zeneca  Group 

Company.  Gramoxone  Extra  is  a  restricted  use  pesticide. 

Farm  Safely. Always  read  and  follow  label  directions 


FARM        NO 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Long  Range  Research  Planning 


Last  year  at  the  League's  annual 
Contact  Committee,  a  survey  of 
participants  was  taken  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Long  Range  Planning  Com- 
mittee with  regard  to  priorities  among 
research  topics.  There  were  growers,  sci- 
entists and  service-related  personnel  in 
attendance.  All  were  provided  survey 
forms  which  included  a  lengthy  list  of  re- 
search topics  in  various  categories  of 
sugarcane  production,  processing  and 
general  science.  Participants  were  in- 
structed to  rate  each  topic,  not  according 
to  importance  in  production  or  process- 
ing, but  rather  in  terms  of  importance  or 
need  for  research  results  and  research 
funding.  The  ratings  were  from  1  to  10 
with  10  being  the  highest  priority  and  1 
being  the  lowest.  Participants  were  in- 
structed to  rate  each  topic  on  its  own 
merits  and  not  to  compare  one  topic  to 
another.  Results  from  the  meeting  were 
averaged  and  summarized.  A  summary 
of  these  ratings  is  presented  in  this  article 
now  that  the  harvest  season  is  completed 
and  growers  and  processors  have  the 
time  to  reflect  on  the  results.  The  ratings 
shown  here  are  those  of  the  growers  in 
attendance  and  do  not  reflect  the  ratings 
of  scientists  and  service  industry  partici- 
pants. A  complete  list  and  summary  of 
results  are  available  for  any  industry 
member  interested  in  the  individual  re- 
sults. It  is  hoped  that  these  results  will 
stimulate  thinking  by  industry  members 


on  these  research  items.  Further  com- 
ments from  industry  members  are  en- 
couraged on  research  priorities.  The 
comments  should  be  sent  to  the  League 
Office  so  they  can  be  forwarded  to  the 
Long  Range  Planning  Committee.  It  is 
anticipated  that  these  results  can  be  used 
to  improve  the  dialogue  between  the  in- 
dustry and  the  scientific  community  to 
insure  that  the  appropriate  research  is 
being  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry. 

There  were  over  90  research  topics  di- 
vided into  5  main  categories  on  the  sur- 
vey form.  The  main  research  categories 
and  sub-categories  were  rated  along 
with  the  individual  research  topics.  The 
average  rating  of  each  of  the  five  main 
categories  and  their  sub-categories  is 
shown  below.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  1  is  the  lowest  priority  while  10  is  the 
highest  priority. 

1.  Crop  production  =  9 

A.  Fallow  and  drainage  =  7.5 

B.  Planting  practices  =  8.5 

C.  Mechanized  planting  =  7.7 

D.  Cultural  practices  (in-crop)  =  7.4 

E.  Fertilization  practices  =  6.9 

2.  Pest  control  =  9.1 

A.  Weed  control  =  8.7 

B.  Disease  control  =  8.3 

C.  Insect  control  =  7.6 


II 


3.  Harvest  and  processing  =  7.3 

A.  Chemical  ripeners  =  6.2 

B.  Harvesting  systems  =  8.1 

C.  Cane  sampling  =  6.1 

D.  Processing  improvements  =  5.3 

E.  Cane  /sugar  products 
and  quality  =  8.1 


Variety  development  = 

A.  Breeding  =  9.1 

B.  Biotechnology  =  7.5 


9.4 


6.6 


5.  Industry  issues  =  7.2 

A.  Environmental  issues  = 

B.  Public  issues  =  6.6 

C.  Industry  infrastructure 
and  general  items  =  6.6 


The  following  are  the  ratings  of  ac- 
tual research  topics  within  each  subcat- 
egory. Within  category  1-A  (Fallow  and 
drainage),  alternate  crops  and  erosion  on 
fallow  ground  received  ratings  of  7.2  and 


6.3,  respectively.  Seed  bed  preparation 
received  an  average  score  of  5.9  while 
stubble  elimination  and  fallow  work 
averaged  5.7.  Methods  to  reduce  soil 
compaction  averaged  4.8  while  research 
on  drainage  systems  received  only  a  3.2 
rating. 

Within  subcategory  1-B  (Planting 
practices),  research  pertaining  to  the 
healthiness  of  seed  cane  averaged  8.4 
while  planting  dates,  seed  rates,  soil 
cover,  etc.  averaged  7.8.  The  topic  of 
pathological  assays  to  inspect  seed  cane 
for  healthiness  averaged  7.4.  Research  on 
survival  of  hot-water- treated  cane  aver- 
aged 7.2  while  research  on  sources  of 
seed  cane  received  a  6.5  rating.  The  re- 
search topics  of  improved  germination 
in  seed  cane,  succession  planting,  and 
suitability  of  planting  various  varieties 
on  different  soil  types  all  averaged  6  or 
less. 

Within  subcategory  1-C  (Mechanized 


SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF  "FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL' 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $  16.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending  §4  ffllMltii 

for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.s) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 

107  Silverbell 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)237-8902 


SPECIAL    VOLUME    PRICES    AVAILABLE    UPON    REQUEST 
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planting),  developing  new  planter  de- 
signs averaged  7.5  while  improving  cur- 
rent mechanical  planters  received  a  7.3 
rating.  Research  on  billet  planters  aver- 
aged only  5.2,  although  recent  interest 
during  the  past  harvest  season  appears 
to  have  increased. 

Within  subcategory  1-D  (Cultural 
practices,  in  crop),  cultural  practices  to 
increase  crop  productivity  received  a  rat- 
ing of  7.1.  Practices  to  produce  higher 
yielding  stubble  crops  and  practices  to 
improve  weed  control  averaged  6.6  and 
6,  respectively  Practices  to  improve  har- 
vester performance  averaged  5.2  while 
practices  to  improve  soil  moisture  reten- 
tion and  irrigation  received  only  a  2.8 
rating. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  1-E  (Fertili- 
zation practices),  research  on  tissue 
analysis  to  supplement  soil  analysis  av- 
eraged 8  while  studies  on  fertilizer  appli- 
cation techniques  received  a  7.1  rating. 


Research  on  using  by-products  and  mu- 
nicipal wastes  as  fertilizer  materials  and 
research  on  incorporation  of  nitrogen 
fixation  into  sugarcane  both  received  a 
6.3  rating. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  2-A  (Weed 
control),  research  on  finding  new  crop 
protection  chemicals  averaged  9.2  while 
research  on  management  strategies  to 
control  weeds  received  an  8.3  rating. 
Finding  new  and  improved  application 
techniques  averaged  8.1.  Developing  va- 
rieties to  assist  in  better  weed  control 
through  higher  shading  and  cultural 
practices  to  improve  weed  control  aver- 
aged 6.8  and  6.2,  respectively.  Monitor- 
ing fields  for  the  presence  of  weed  spe- 
cies new  to  the  industry  averaged  5.1 
while  research  on  biological  control  re- 
ceived a  5  rating. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  2-B  (Dis- 
ease control),  development  of  varieties 
with  resistance  to  diseases  averaged  7.6 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


First  South  PCA 


Andy  Andolsek 

Thibodaux 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
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Pure  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane 

Table  and  Cooking  Syrup 

in  Gallons 

Caire  &  Graugnard 
Columbia  Factory 
Edgard,  La. 
(504)  497-3351 


Long  Pest  Management,  Inc. 

Serving  Farmers  Since  1965 

Insect  &  Weed  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertility  Management 

RSD  Testing  &  Disease  Management 

Variety  Selection 

RUP  Record  Keeping  &  WPS  Compliance 

Crop  Management  Service 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  CPCCI,  CCA,  BCE  &  Staff 
POB  1193,  720  Hwy  308,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)  449-6170  (mobile) 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 


Landformlng 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane — 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits 

©  Spectra- Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 


while  the  involvement  of  a  disease  labo- 
ratory to  monitor  commercial  fields  and 
research  plots  for  the  presence  of  dis- 
eases received  a  7.4  rating.  Evaluating 
therapy  measures  for  disease  control  and 
the  monitoring  of  commercial  fields  for 
diseases  new  to  the  industry  received 
ratings  of  6.3  and  6.2,  respectively.  Evalu- 
ating assays  to  monitor  diseases  and 
evaluation  of  crop  protection  chemicals 
for  disease  control  both  averaged  5.7 
while  research  into  disease  control  in 
billet-planted  cane  received  a  4.5  rating. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  2-C  (Insect 
control),  the  evaluation  of  crop  protec- 
tion chemicals  for  the  control  of  insects 
averaged  8.4  while  evaluating  losses  to 
insects  other  than  the  borer  received  a  7.8 
rating.  Developing  varieties  resistant  to 
cane  insects,  improving  the  Integrated 
Pest  Management  (IPM)  Program,  and 
improving  the  methods  used  to  survey 
for  insect  damage,  received  ratings  be- 
tween 7.5  and  7.2.  Evaluating  new  appli- 
cation techniques  for  chemical  control 
averaged  6.6  while  research  on  biological 
insect  control  received  a  6.2  rating.  De- 
veloping sex  attractants  for  insect  control 
and  monitoring  fields  for  the  presence  of 
insects  new  to  the  industry  both  received 
a  5.8  rating. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  3-A 
(Chemical  ripeners),  testing  of  new 
chemicals  to  ripen  cane  averaged  7.3 
while  developing  methods  for  predict- 
ing optimum  harvest  dates  to  insure 
maximum  yields  of  sugar  per  acre  from 
individual  fields  received  a  7.1  rating. 
Newer  application  techniques  received  a 
6.2  rating. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  3-B  (Har- 
vesting systems),  testing  various  harvest 
systems  for  economic  returns  averaged 
8.6  while  comparing  the  productivity  of 
combine  harvesting  to  conventional  sys- 
tems received  a  7.6  rating.  Evaluating  the 
economics  of  the  ownership  of  harvest 
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systems  (including  mill  ownership, 
farmer-owned  harvesting  co-ops,  cus- 
tom harvesting,  etc.)  received  a  7.2  rat- 
ing. Evaluating  improved  soldier  har- 
vester and  cane  loader  designs  to  in- 
crease productivity,  reduce  ground 
losses  and  deliver  higher  quality  yields 
averaged  6.8  and  6.6,  respectively.  Im- 
proving the  transport  system  to  reduce 
spillage  and  deliver  more  of  the  pro- 
duced yield  of  sugar  per  acre  received  a 
6.1  rating.  Evaluating  the  cause  of  trans- 
port losses  averaged  only  4.6  while  op- 
erator training  to  improve  harvester  and 
loader  performance  averaged  only  3.6. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  3-C  (Cane 
sampling),  evaluating  alternative  proce- 
dures and  /or  equipment  to  improve  the 
accuracy  of  sampling,  improve  repeat- 
ability and  reduce  sample  to  sample  con- 
tamination received  a  7.4  rating. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  3-D  (Pro- 
cessing improvements),  growers  rated 
factory  automation  at  6.7,  more  efficient 
crushing  and  processing  techniques  at 
6.6  and  improved  cane  cleaning  tech- 
niques to  enhance  cane  quality  prior  to 
crushing  at  6.2. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  3-E  (Cane/ 
sugar  products  and  quality),  develop- 
ment of  commercial  products  that  could 
be  made  from  sugarcane,  sugar,  and  sug- 
arcane by-products  to  increase  revenue 
as  well  as  research  on  the  production  of 
direct  consumption  sugar  in  a  raw  sugar 
factory  both  received  ratings  of  9. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  4-A 
(Breeding),  developing  varieties  for 
higher  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  and  sugar 
per  ton  averaged  9.7  and  9.4,  respec- 
tively. Breeding  for  improved  profitabil- 
ity averaged  9.2  while  improving 
germplasm  enhancement  activities  like 
germplasm  collection,  importation, 
quarantine,  characterization,  basic 
germplasm  crossing  and  progeny  evalu- 
ation received  a  9.1  rating.  Breeding  for 


Croomate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.415&44 
Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)638-8343 


For  Sale 

Hi-Clearance  Tractors 

Int'l  966  -  low  hrs. 

Int'l  3688  -  late  model 

Grader  Blades  -  12'  on  wheels 

JD  17'  Disc  1630 

Call  Grady  Dugas  in  Parks 
at  (318)  845-4774 


Are  you 
up-to-date 
with  your 
retrospective 
reports? 

Not  sure? 


Check  out  the  deadlines 
in  the  Environmental 
Perspective 
column  on  page  19. 
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improved  harvestability  and  stubbling 
ability  both  averaged  9  while  breeding 
for  increased  cane  tonnage  and  tolerance 
to  diseases  and  insects  both  received  an 
8.8  rating.  Improved  cold  tolerance  aver- 
aged 8.7  while  resistance  to  diseases  and 
insects  along  with  improved  tolerance  to 
herbicides  received  an  8.5  rating.  Im- 
proved milling  and  sugar  processing 
characteristics  also  averaged  8.5  while 
early  maturity  received  an  8.1  rating. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  4-B  (Bio- 
technology), developing  assays  to  cane 
diseases  averaged  8.3  while  providing 
cytological  information,  genome  map- 
ping and  genetic  transformation  re- 
ceived ratings  between  7.6  and  7.2. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  5-A  (Envi- 
ronmental issues),  reducing  the  produc- 
tion of  cane  processing  wastes  averaged 
8.2  while  developing  management  sys- 
tems to  prevent  chemical  and  nutrient 
run-off  into  surface  and  ground  waters 


received  a  7.9  rating.  Improving  pest 
management  systems  to  sustain  and  con- 
serve natural  resources  received  a  7.7. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  5-B  (Public 
issues),  reducing  or  eliminating  cane 
burning  through  alternate  methods/ 
equipment  along  with  reducing  the 
amount  of  cane  spillage  both  averaged 
7.3.  Reducing  the  contact  between  crop 
protection  chemicals  and  the  public  aver- 
aged 7  while  reducing  the  amount  of 
field  soil  carried  onto  highways  received 
a  6.3  rating. 

Within  the  subcategory  of  5-C  (In- 
dustry infrastructure  and  general  is- 
sues), data  to  establish  optimum  farm 
size,  labor  requirements,  and  equipment 
needs  for  maximum  efficiency  averaged 
7.5  while  the  needs  for  the  same  data  on 
the  factory  side  received  a  6.7  rating.  Im- 
proved record  keeping  averaged  6.3 
while  improved  technology  transfer  and 
an  evaluation  of  the  costs  /effects  of  gov- 


200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  I,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 
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eminent  regulations  both  received  a  5.7 
rating.  More  efficient  systems  for 
weather  prediction  received  a  rating  of 
only  3.5. 

Ratings  provided  by  scientists  and 
other  participants  were  generally  similar 
to  those  of  growers.  However,  some  dif- 
ferences were  seen  and  will  be  duly 
noted  to  the  Long  Range  Planning  Com- 
mittee. 

What  do  these  ratings  mean?  Gener- 
ally speaking,  the  results  indicate  that 
growers'  priority  ratings  of  research  top- 
ics reflect  the  research  that  is  currently 
being  undertaken.  The  Long  Range  Plan- 
ning Committee  will  address  these  is- 
sues at  its  next  meeting  and  make  recom- 
mendations to  the  research  committees 
of  the  League.  That  information  will  then 
be  passed  on  to  the  scientists  in  the  in- 
dustry. The  results  also  indicate  that  per- 
haps scientists  need  to  do  a  better  job  of 
reporting  what  research  they  have  ac- 


complished in  "popular  type"  articles 
that  can  be  readily  understood  by  grow- 
ers and  processors.  Scientists  regularly 
publish  manuscripts  in  science  journals 
and  magazines  but  seldom  publish  infor- 
mation in  the  Sugar  Bulletin.  Every  year 
they  are  encouraged  to  provide  short, 
easily  read  articles  to  the  Bulletin.  The 
results  of  the  survey  and  discussions 
held  during  the  Contact  Committee 
meeting  demonstrate  that  some  growers 
do  not  have  a  good  understanding  of 
some  of  the  research  being  conducted  on 
their  behalf. 

Any  comments  that  growers  have 
with  regard  to  these  findings  should  be 
made  to  the  League  Office  as  soon  as 
possible.  It  is  hoped  that  these  results  can 
be  used  by  industry  members  to  im- 
prove communication  with  the  scientists 
who  are  providing  the  technology  that 
will  allow  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
to  remain  competitive. 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


SAVE    ' 

ssmSm 

&N\orei 

Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


At 


Miller-Penniman  Equipment  Co. 


625  N.  West  Main 

Bunkie,  LA  71322 

(318)346-7271 


200  Hospital  Road 

New  Roads,  LA  70760 

(504)  638-4581 


Bringing  quality  to  the  farm  is  what  we  do  for  you. 

We  have  one  LI600  loader  with  a  caterpillar  engine  for  $7,500 
We  have  one  John  Deere  4255  Hi-Crop  tractor  for  $42,500 
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Made 

in 

Louisiana 


CAMECO 


For  the 

Louisiana 

Sugar  Industry 


Cane  Combine  Harvester 


For  more  details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


N.  10th  St.  &Coulon  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone  (504)  447-7285 
FAX  (504)  447-5735 


400  S.  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)  276-6314 
FAX  (318)  276-9827 


ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver.  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 


The  1995  sugarcane  crop  is  now 
history,  but  from  the  environ- 
mental perspective  there  is  un- 
finished business.  Retrospective  reports 
must  now  be  prepared  and  submitted 
promptly  on  discharge  monitoring, 
emission  quantities,  SARA,  etc.  Environ- 
mental permits,  compliance  schedules 
and  outstanding  orders,  which  vary 
from  plant  to  plant,  must  be  checked  to 
ascertain  that  all  deadlines  and  mile- 
stones are  being  met,  and  permit  renewal 
applications  are  prepared  and  submitted 
on  time.  Hopefully,  no  one  in  the  sugar 
business  will  begin  1996  in  the  environ- 
mental doghouse  because  of  an  over- 
sight. 

In  planning  for  the  new  year,  it  seems 
appropriate  to  take  a  look  back  at  the 
past  year's  accomplishments  and  prob- 
lems for  an  indication  of  environmental 
protection  effort  that  can  be  most  effec- 
tively applied.  There  were  no  outrageous 
headline-grabbing  incidents  such  as  ma- 
jor fish  kills,  chemical  accidents  or  the 
like  in  the  sugar  industry  during  1995. 
Much  credit  can  be  given  to  good  luck, 
but  actually  more  is  due  to  recent  and 
continuing  efforts  at  regulating  pesticide 
application,  the  construction  and  opera- 
tion of  air  and  water  pollution  control  fa- 
cilities, and  in  1995  the  implementation 
of  residual  management  systems  at  ev- 
ery sugar  mill. 

There  was  even  some  good  news  on 
the  environmental  regulatory  front  dur- 
ing 1995.  Statutes  and  a  constitutional 


amendment  were  passed  that  limit  the 
previously  unlimited  and  flagrantly 
abused  power  of  state  bureaucrats  to 
impose  and /or  increase  environmental 
fees  and  assessments.  The  already  exor- 
bitant fees  will  not  go  down,  but  at  least 
they  will  not  go  up  by  more  than  5  per- 
cent per  year  henceforth. 

The  year  1995  was  not  without  major 
problems.  There  were  justifiable  com- 
plaints about  smoke  from  cane  burning 
and  far  too  many  cane  stalks  were  depos- 
ited on  and  about  public  roads  instead  of 
being  delivered  to  the  mills  for  process- 
ing. Mud  and  debris  on  roads  and  high- 
ways are  of  major  concern  to  the  indus- 
try. While  a  great  deal  of  money  and  ef- 
fort was  expended  during  1995  in  seek- 
ing solutions  for  these  problems,  practi- 
cal remedies  remain  elusive.  Efforts  to 
solve  these  problems  must  continue  and 
practical  solutions  found  before  an  impa- 
tient public  demands  a  remedy  that  is 
not  compatible  with  profitable  agricul- 
ture. The  following  checklist  is  intended 
to  remind  sugar  millers  of  some  of  the  re- 
ports and  submittals  which  are  due  in 
1996. 


Air  Pollution  Control 

The  annual  EIS  report  of  emission 
during  calendar  year  1995  is  due  at 
LDEQ  by  March  1.  Most  mills  will  need 
to  submit  their  report  on  magnetic  dis- 
kette and  paper  summary  report. 

An  application  for  air  emissions  op- 
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Don't  miss  the  73rd  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc.,  Wednesday,  Feb.  28,  1:30  p.m 
at  the  Howard  Johnson  Lodge  in  Thibodaux,  La. 
Reports  important  to  all  members  will  be  given  by: 


Danny  Viator, 

Chairman  of  the 

Finance  Committee 

Charles  Thibaut, 

Chairman  of  the 

National  Legislative 

Committee 

Pat  Cancienne, 

Chairman  of  the 

Research  Committee 


OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'    COMPENSATION    SELF    INSURERS    FUND 

1 01 0  FLORIDA  BOULEVARD  •  BATON  ROUGE,  LA 70802  •  (504)  344-8080  •  FAX  (504)  383-4793  •  (800)  349-3440 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 


Class  Code 
Description 

Competition 

Rates/$100 

LCTA-SIF 

Rates/$100 

Head  to  Head 
Savings 

Suqar  Cane  Milling 

16.71 

10.40 

37.8% 

Sugar  Refining 

5.72 

4.07 

28.8% 

Sugar  Cane  Plantation 
&  Drivers 

15.58 

11.68 

25% 

Clerical/Office 

1.01 

0.61 

39.6% 

Your  business  may  qualify  for  up  to  an  additional  15%  prompt  pay  discount. 

Call  now  for  a  quote  on  affordable  coverage! 
(800)  349-3440 
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erating  permit  under  Title  V  (Part  70)  of 
the  Clean  Air  Act  amendments  is  due  at 
LDEQ  before  Oct.  12,  unless  Congress  or 
the  Legislature  intervenes  (which  now 
seem  unlikely).  All  mills  are  affected. 


Water  Pollution  Control 

Quarterly  Discharge  Monitoring  Re- 
ports (DMRs)  are  due  at  EPA  and  LDEQ 
by  Jan.  31,  April  30,  July  31,  and  Oct.  31. 


Emergency  Planning  and  Community 
Right-to-Know 

Tier  II  reports  are  due  at  Louisiana 
State  Police  by  March  1. 

Toxic  Release  Inventory  reports  (EPA 
Form  R)  and  supporting  documents  are 
due  at  USEPA  by  July  1. 


Hazardous  Waste  Reports 

All  mills  with  a  hazardous  waste  gen- 
erator number  should  file  their  report  of 
1995  activities  on  state  form  by  March  1. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  all  manda- 
tory documents,  such  as  your  Solids 
Management  Plan,  Spill  Prevention  Con- 
trol and  Countermeasure  Plan,  and 
Storm  Water  Management  Plans  should 
be  checked  to  be  sure  they  are  current 
and  up  to  date.  Applications  for  dis- 
charge permit  renewals  are  due  six 
months  prior  to  expiration  date. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
for  Sugar  Cane 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


For  Sale 


Stand  Out. 

Sell  your  equipment 
in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  today 
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Record-setting  power. 
Record-setting  fuel 
efficiency. 


It's  official.  Nebraska  test  results 
confirm  that  John  Deere  8000  Series 
Tractors  set  new  standards  in  power 
and  efficiency. 

Record-setting  power.  Highest 
PTO  power  and  drawbar  power  at  rated 
speed,  plus  the  highest  maximum 
drawbar  power  at  2,000  rpm . . .  these 
are  just  some  of  the  records  set  by  the 
225-hp  8400  Tractor.  All  8000  Series 


Tractors  also  set  records  for  highest 
hydraulic  power  available  at  remotes. 
Record-setting  fuel  efficiency.  The 

160-hp  8100, 180-hp  8200,  and  225-hp 
8400  all  set  records  for  average  drawbar 
fuel  economy  in  their  power  classes. 
Best  drawbar  fuel  economy  at  maximum 
power  (2,000  rpm)  also  went  to  the  8400. 

Visit  your  John  Deere  dealer  for 
the  record-setting  details. 
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See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 
(318)  828-1332 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

New  Iberia,  LA 
(318)  365-6667 


Melancon  Equipment  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 
(318)  233-8645 


The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)638-4851 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)  473-9861 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 
Thibodaux,  LA 

(504)  446-5061 


Quality  Equipment  Co.  /*\ 

Kaplan,  LA  /SAFETY \ 

(318)  643-2249 


CLASSIFIEDS 

FOR  SALE:  Cameco  S30  Harvester  (low 
hrs.),  Thompson  3-row  Culti- 
vator/Off Bars  (Folding),  Th- 
ompson 1/4  Drain  Machine, 
Rayne  Plane  Land  Leveler 
31 C  Model  1  yr.  old;  Misc. 

FOR  SALE:  1993  2-row  LaCane  Har- 
vester. Call  Joe  Beaud,  Jr.  at 
(504)  638-6272  or  (504)  332- 
2198. 

Equipment.  Call  (504)  872- 

FOR  SALE:  1983  Cameco  S30  Single 

8385. 

Row  Cane  Harvester.  Call 

Wendell  Albarado  at  (504) 
545-3809  after  6:30  p.m. 

FOR  SALE:  JD  4430  Hi-crop  -  $8,500;  JD 
4840 -$19,500;  2 -JD  4020 

Power  Shift  -  $7,000  each;  JD 

FOR  SALE:  4  Reynolds'  made  Texas  type 
10  ton  sugarcane  Containers 
like  new  half  price.  Call  (318) 

401 0- $5,000.  Call  (31 8)346- 
2529,   (318)  346-4165,  or 
(318)346-7385.                          l 

276-6054. 

FOR  SALE:  1988  Broussard  Single  Row 

FOR  SALE:  Heavy  duty  metal  lathe  18"  x 
54"  with  paper  &  threading  at- 
tachment. Ready  to  use.  $700. 
Call  (318)  229-8492  or  (318) 
229-6375. 

Harvester,  JD  engine,  all     | 
Eaton  pumps.  Mint  condition, 
field  ready.  Call  Landry  Bros. 
Farm  at  (31 8)  276-3509  (leave 
a  message). 

Ask  your  Land  Bank 
Association  about... 
financing  to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve  land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  Land  Bank  Association 

can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 


LAND  BANK 


Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

of  South  Louisiana 
Opelousas  Baton  Rouge 

(318)  942-1461        (504)  293-2691 


EQUAL  HOUSING 

LENDER 
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Call  (504)  448-3707 

to  place  y°ur  ad  in 
The  Sugar  Bulletin 


Mailing  List  Update 

D    Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front 

cover. 

□    I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

Please  remove 

my 

name 

from  your  mailing  list. 

Name 

Address 
City 

State                     Zip 

Mail  to: 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 
P.  O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 

24 


Commercial  Members 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE  IH 

P.  O.  Box  171818,  Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

The  Cropmate  Company 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

P.  O.  Box  15747,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Louisiana  Cane  Mfg.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  71,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108, 420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pleasant  Hill  Auction  &  Realty 

115  V's  Lane,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  12014,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  2771 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Scott  Construction  Equipment 

P.  O.  Box  340,  Broussard,  LA  70518 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  7013 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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Cane  Harvesting  x\    Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donafdsonville  Th2bodaux 

(504)  473-9826       (504)  447-3776 


Don't  Spend 

All  Your  Pennies 

leasing  A  Tractor 


Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

"Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options. 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers 


(B 


M&L 

INDUSTRIES 
INCORPORATED 


^n^Ued  SUtce  1953 


FORD  NEW  HOLLAND 

M;l=!-lkJ 


Houma 

1210  St.  Charles  St. 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 

(318)837-2763 

(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 
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FRONT       W I 


HI        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


As  I  contemplate  this  month's  ar- 
ticle, it  has  become  quite  appar- 
ent that  things  in  Washington, 
D.C.  are  very  " fluid."  So,  rather  than 
changes  on  a  monthly  or  weekly  basis, 
the  changes  seem  to  occur  hourly,  and  in 
some  instances,  every  several  minutes. 
Because  of  that  it  is  really  hard  to  give 
you  a  read  on  what  is  transpiring  and 
have  it  to  you  in  a  timely  manner.  The 
House  of  Representatives  may  well  have 
passed  or  defeated  a  farm  bill  by  the  time 
you  read  this  article.  The  House  is  sup- 
posed to  take  up  the  farm  bill  legislation 
during  the  week  of  Feb.  26  to 
March  1.  During  that  week 
Charles  Thibaut  and  I  will 
have  lead  a  delegation  to 
Washington  to  canvas  the 
hill  in  hopes  that  we  are  suc- 
cessful in  warding  off  attacks 
on  sugar  and  getting  an  ac- 
ceptable farm  bill  written.  As 
noted,  we  may  have  news  on 
this  issue  prior  to  your  reading  this. 

As  I  dictate  this  article  to  appear  in 
the  Bulletin,  I  am  also  talking  with  Com- 
missioner Odom,  Gov.  Foster,  and 
Ronnie  Anderson  about  strategies  and 
assistance  that  they  can  provide,  to  not 
only  our  effort,  but  to  the  entire  agricul- 
tural community.  This  effort  is  a  coopera- 
tive effort  within  this  state  and  we  are 
finding  that  many  of  the  other  commodi- 
ties from  throughout  the  country  are 
starting  to  realize  that  everyone's  future 
is  in  jeopardy;  if,  in  fact,  we  cannot  get  an 
acceptable  farm  bill. 


...dues  paid  to 
the  American 
Sugar  Cane 
League  remain 
tax  deductible. 


As  we  move  towards  putting  to- 
gether a  canvassing  team  to  work  the 
hill,  I  decided  to  take  a  look  at  League 
PAC.  With  last  year  having  been  a  farm 
bill  year,  and  this  year  not  yet  providing 
a  farm  bill,  much  work  lies  ahead  for  our 
Washington  representatives.  The  League 
PAC  is  the  tool  that  allows  our  Washing- 
ton representatives  to  be  successful. 

Your  League  Dues  are  Tax  Deductible 

The  1993  tax  act  changed  some  of  the 
rules  about  association  dues  paid  with 
respect  to  deductibility  on  income  tax. 
The  act  provided  that  no 
deduction  would  be  al- 
lowed as  a  business  ex- 
pense for  any  amount  paid 
or  incurred  in  connection 
with  influencing  legisla- 
tion. Rather  than  subject 
you,  the  members,  to  an 
additional  tax  burden,  the 
League  decided  to  absorb 
the  cost  of  the  lobbying  expenses.  There- 
fore, your  entire  dues  paid  to  the  Ameri- 
can Sugar  Cane  League  remain  tax  de- 
ductible. 

U.S.  Department  of  Labor  Seminar 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  has  ad- 
vised that  there  will  be  a  farm  labor  semi- 
nar for  farmers  March  14, 10  a.m.  to  2 
p.m.,  at  the  Lockport  Media  Center, 
1411  Crescent  Ave.  (Hwy.  1  South).  This 
seminar's  agenda  will  be  to  discuss  state 
and  federal  regulations  and  laws  that 
pertain  to  farm  labor.  I  think  this  seminar 


is  important  from  the  aspect  of  those  of 
us  who  not  only  work  American  citizens 
on  our  farms,  but  can  be  even  more  criti- 
cal to  those  of  us  who  are  dealing  with 
foreign  labor.  I  have  heard  of  several  law- 
suits that  are  pending  against  sugar  op- 
erations in  Louisiana  because  the  grower 
was  not  aware  of  all  aspects  of  the  law 
and  some  of  the  contract  laborers  have 
filed  suits  for  damages  because  the 
growers  did  not  follow,  to  the  letter  of  the 
law,  the  proper  procedures.  I  encourage 
the  grower  community  to  attend  this 
meeting.  If  you  do  not  attend,  let  me  sug- 
gest that  you  visit  with  a  Department  of 
Labor  official  in  your  area  to  discuss  any 
questions  you  may  have  about  farm  la- 
bor and  the  law.  You  can  make  your  res- 
ervations to  attend  the  seminar  by  con- 
tacting James  Pilot  at  (504)  342-3205.  You 
can  also  write  to  him  at  Job  Service,  Loui- 
siana Department  of  Labor,  P.  O.  Box 
94094,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70804-9094. 


For  Sale 

Hi-Clearance  Tractors 

4020  JD  Top  Console 

Int'l  3688  -  late  model 

Grader  Blades  -  12'  on  wheels 

JD  17  Disc  1630 

Call  Grady  Dugas  in  Parks 
at  (318)  845-4774 


Sugar  Has  Been 
Around  200  Years 

Isn't  it  time  you  published 
the  history  of  your  place? 

For  professional  help,  contact 
William  D.  Reeves,  Contract  Historian 

5801  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70115 
Phone  (504)  866-3049 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  lM    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269     Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS. 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 
Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 
working  fields  and  farms 
around  the  world.  And  with 
over  65  million  hours  of 
rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 
they've  proven  what  a  differ- 
ence durability,  reliability  and 
performance  can  make. 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 
tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 
215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 

Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)667-6535 


diesel  engine  —  the  definition 
of  pure  agricultural  power. 
Not  to  mention  the  standard 
1 8-speed  full-powershift 
transmission  that  gives  you 
complete  control  of  18  forward 
and  four  reverse  speeds,  as 
well  as  an  optional  creeper 
transmission  that  adds  six  for- 
ward and  two  reverse  speeds. 
Yet  with  all  that  performance, 
there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 
fort. The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 


luxury.  From  the  economically 
designed  seat  to  the  smart 
layout  of  the  controls,  you're 
surrounded  with  features  that 
make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 
day's  work. 

If  you're  looking  for  a 
proven  tractor  with  all  the 
assets  you  need  to  maximize 
productivity,  be  sure  to  test 
drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 
don't  just  take  our  word  for  it. 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


CASE  III 


Remarks  of  Case  Corporation 


Bayou  Service  Co.  loo 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 


MVMH 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 

318)  229-6415 


SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF  "FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL' 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


1 


The  total  I  am  sending 
for  my  complete  order  is 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  noC.O.D.s) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


SPECIAL.    VOLUME    PRICES    AVAILABLE    UPON    REQUEST 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Senate  Passes  Farm  Bill/  House  to 
Begin  Action 

On  Feb.  7  the  Senate  passed  Farm  Bill  S 
1541  by  a  vote  of  64-32  after  two  weeks  of 
intense  negotiations  among  Senate  lead- 
ers and  members  of  the  Agriculture 
Committee.  The  commodity  provisions 
of  the  bill  are  identical  to  those  included 
in  the  Balanced  Budget  Act,  with  some 
additions  needed  for  passage.  The 
Senate's  bipartisan  approval  of  the  bill, 
which  completely  changes  the  way  farm 
programs  are  run,  means  that  Congress 
may  clear  the  measure  before  the  spring 
planting  seasons,  pro- 
vided that  House  and  Sen- 
ate leaders  can  come  to 
terms  over  the  newly 
added  Democratic  provi- 
sions. Senate  Majority 
Leader  Bob  Dole  (R-KS) 
and  Senate  Agriculture  Committee 
Chairman  Richard  Lugar  (R-IN),  about 
to  face  voters  in  the  Iowa  Primary,  forced 
a  compromise  with  Democratic  leaders. 
Facing  certain  defeat  and  unable  to  in- 
voke cloture  on  Feb.  1  and  6,  Republican 
leaders  ultimately  made  the  concessions 
needed  to  win  enough  Democratic  votes 
to  ensure  passage.  The  Republicans  were 
able  to  gain  20  votes  by  agreeing  to  retain 
permanent  farm  law,  extend  the  food 
stamp  program  for  seven  years  and  add 
money  for  conservation  and  rural  devel- 
opment programs. 

The  Conservation  Reserve  Program 
authorizes  $1.4  billion  to  pay  farmers  to 
idle    environmentally    fragile    land, 


"The  U,S.  sugar 
industry  is  facing 
opposition..." 


capped  at  36.4  million  acres.  The  bill 
merges  the  four  conservation  programs 
into  a  single  Environmental  Quality  In- 
centives Program,  which  will  make  it 
easier  for  farmers  and  ranchers  to  apply 
for  assistance  with  conservation  projects. 
Changes  in  rural  development  will  allow 
the  state  and  local  leaders  to  allocate 
funds  for  housing,  community  develop- 
ment, utilities  and  business  develop- 
ment. Further,  the  approved  bill  tightens 
the  government's  policy  of  making  loans 
to  high-risk  farmers  by  prohibiting  delin- 
quent borrowers  from  receiving  addi- 
tional direct  loans.  This 
could  place  a  greater  em- 
phasis on  guaranteed 
loans  which  are  generally 
less  risky  than  the  direct 
operating  loans.  The  De- 
partment of  Agriculture 
will  also  be  required  to  sell  660,000  acres 
under  government  ownership  in  order 
to  maneuver  more  land  to  the  private 
sector. 

Several  amendments  were  offered 
during  floor  debate.  A  provision  inserted 
in  the  bill  by  Patrick  Leahy  (D-VT) 
would  have  increased  minimum  prices 
in  the  Northeast  that  dairy  processors 
would  have  to  pay  New  England  milk 
producers.  This  language  was  stripped 
out  by  an  amendment  vote.  An  amend- 
ment to  reduce  the  Market  Promotion 
Program  funding  from  $100  to  $70  mil- 
lion was  also  passed.  Among  those 
amendments  defeated  was  one  offered 
by  Sen.  Rick  Santorum  (R-PA)  to  elimi- 


nate  the  peanut  program.  This  amend- 
ment was  tabled. 

Another  amendment  by  Sen.  Judd 
Gregg  (R-NH),  and  supported  by  other 
sugar  opponents,  called  for  the  sugar 
provisions  of  the  bill  to  be  stripped  out. 
This  tactic  would  have  allowed  the  sugar 
program  to  continue  under  current  law 
until  it  expired  in  1997.  The  amendment 
was  defeated  by  a  strong  bipartisan  vote 
of  61-35,  sending  a  clear  signal  to  House 
members  that  any  bill  without  provi- 
sions for  the  U.S.  sugar  industry  will 
likely  be  defeated  in  a  final  passage  vote. 

Despite  the  victory  in  the  Senate, 
there  is  still  immense  pressure  on  legisla- 
tors to  reauthorize  expired  farm  pro- 
grams as  soon  as  the  middle  of  March, 
when  some  Southern  farmers  will  begin 
planting.  The  House  is  anticipated  to 
take  up  a  similar  measure  of  fixed  pay- 
ments on  the  floor  at  the  end  February. 
Concessions  made  to  Senate  Democrats 


will  be  harder  to  keep  in  the  House  ver- 
sion while  farm  program  opponents  in 
both  parties  are  likely  to  attempt  to  scale 
back  or  end  controversial  price-support 
programs  for  dairy,  peanuts  and  sugar 
which  survived  in  the  Senate  and  could 
unravel  the  entire  bill.  House  Agricul- 
ture Chairman  Pat  Roberts  (R-KS)  is 
touting  the  Freedom  to  Farm  proposal 
which  is  the  basis  for  the  commodity 
program  passed  in  the  Senate.  There  is 
much  resistance  among  Republican 
House  members  to  include  the  conserva- 
tion, trade,  rural  development  and  nutri- 
tion provisions  passed  by  the  Senate  in 
the  bill.  They  will  begin  debating  the  bill 
at  the  end  of  February.  However,  Leahy 
has  warned  that  the  conference  commit- 
tee will  have  to  keep  the  Democratic 
additions  to  ensure  final  Senate  ap- 
proval. "If  we  were  not  to  have  nutrition 
and  conservation,  we  would  have  a  con- 
ference report  that  probably  would  not 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 
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pass  the  Senate",  he  said,  "These  are  ba- 
sically bottom-line  issues." 

Congressional  Members  and  Staff  to 
Get  Education  on  Sugar  Reforms 

During  one  of  the  most  contentious  Farm 
Bill  debates  in  history,  the  U.S.  sugar  in- 
dustry finds  itself  facing  many  Republi- 
can mandated  reforms,  including  a 
switch  to  recourse  loans  and  a  1-cent  for- 
feiture penalty.  These  elements  of  the  bill 
greatly  increase  the  risk  under  which  all 
segments  will  operate  in  the  future.  De- 
spite these  very  difficult  reforms,  there 
are  still  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
aisles  that  feel  the  program  should  be 
eliminated  entirely.  The  U.S.  sugar  in- 
dustry is  facing  opposition  from  the  big 
industrial  sweetener  users,  the  environ- 
mentalists, the  free  traders  and  the  ideo- 
logues of  both  parties  who  overlook  the 
reforms  made  in  the  Senate-passed  Farm 
Bill  and  in  the  pending  legislation  in  the 
House.  As  the  House  begins  debate  at 
the  end  of  February,  and  facing  116 
co-sponsors  on  the  Miller-Schumer  Bill 
that  eliminates  the  program,  sugar  beet 
and  sugarcane  growers  from  throughout 
the  country,  as  well  as  some  of  their  com- 
munity supporters,  will  come  to  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  to  educate  Congress  on  the 
painful  reforms  already  made  by  the  in- 
dustry. Armed  with  packets  of  informa- 
tion on  how  the  new  program  will  oper- 
ate and  the  risks  involved,  teams  will 
visit  personally  with  members  and  their 
staffs  to  express  their  strong  concerns 
should  the  anti-sugar  forces  succeed  in 
eliminating  the  program. 

About  12  representatives  from  Loui- 
siana will  ascend  on  Capitol  Hill  Feb.  26 
to  March  1,  visiting  as  many  offices  as 
possible  with  a  strong  message  as  to  how 
important  the  sugar  industry  is  to  Loui- 
siana. Charlie  Melancon  and  Charles 
Thibaut  will  be  among  those  attending  to 
represent  the  American  Sugar  Cane 


League  and  the  entire  Louisiana  sugar 
community. 

World  Agricultural  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates 

On  Feb.  9,  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  released  the  most  current 
sugar  supply  and  demand  estimates. 
January's  increase  in  the  tariff-rate  quota 
(TRQ)  raised  forecasted  U.S.  stocks  of 
sugar  at  the  end  of  fiscal  year  1995-96  to 
more  than  1.5  million  short  tons,  raw 
value  -  the  highest  since  1992-93.  Accord- 
ing to  the  release,  forecasted  sugar  im- 
ports under  the  TRQ  include  the  initial 
raw  sugar  quota,  plus  raw  sugar  quota 
increases  announced  in  November  and 
January.  Added  to  this  is  the  refined 
sugar  quotas,  minus  fiscal  year  1996 
quota  sugar  that  was  entered  in  Septem- 
ber 1996.  Cane  sugar  production  is  raised 
10,000  tons  to  account  for  actual  Louisi- 
ana output  of  about  1,060,000  tons. 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about. . .  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 

Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Baton  Rouge 
(504)  293-2691 


Louisiana  Green  Cane  Combine 


,® 
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"A  Home  Grown  Product" 


Designed  in  Louisiana  for  Louisiana  by  Louisianians 

Will  be  commercial  in  1996 


The  Australian  Combine 

Do  we  really  want  to  send  up  to  a  million  tons  of  cane  tops 

to  the  factories  annually? 

Do  we  really  want  to  wash  muddy  six-inch  cane  billets? 

Do  we  yet  know  if  core  sampler  readings  from  six-inch 

billetted  cane  are  reliable? 

Do  we  really  want  to  transport  heavy  track  equipment  by 

truck  from  field  to  field  during  harvest? 


More  questions  next  month 


AGRONOMICS,  INC. 


P.  O.  Box  771  Jeanerette,  La.  70544  USA 

Business  Office  (318)  276-6054  •  FAX  (318)  276-7753 

Cable  W.U.  "Sugar" 


Carry  up  to  500  gallons 
with  over  40  inches 
of  crop  clearance 


John  Deere  7200  and  7400  Hi-Crop 
Tractors  are  up  to  almost  any  task  in 
cane.  Outfitted  with  500-gallon  spray 
capacity  and  up  to  a  60-foot  boom, 
they  move  down  beds  with 
over  40  inches  of  crop  clearance 


More  than  just  a  sprayer,  you 

also  get  a  92-  or  100-hp  high-torque 
John  Deere  tractor  for  all  the  other  jobs. 
Lift  over  4  tons  with  the  Category 
3  hitch  and  MFWD  option,  and  still  adjust 
treads  from  60  to  88  inches  wide  on  either 
model.  There's  even  a  12-speed 
creeper  transmission  option.  To 
see  what  else  these  tractors  are 
up  to,  see  your  John  Deere  dealer. 


See  these  John  Deere  dealers  for  great  values 


Bayou  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA 

(318)828-1332 


Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

New  Iberia,  LA 
(318)365-6667 


Melancon  Equipment  Inc.     The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co. 

Lafayette,  LA  New  Roads,  LA 

(3 1 8)  233-8645  (504)  638-485 1 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co 

Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)473-9861 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  446-5061 


Quality  Equipment  Co,  /$ 

Kaplan,  LA  /WJTT 

(318)643-2249         " 


200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 


OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'    COMPENSATION    SELF    INSURERS    FUND 

1010  FLORI DA  BOULEVARD  •  BATON  ROUGE,  LA  70802  •  (504)  344-8080  •  FAX  (504)  383-4793  •  (800)  349-3440 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 


Class  Code 
Description 

Competition 

Rates/$100 

LCTA-SIF 

Rates/$100 

Head  to  Head 
Savings 

Sugar  Cane  Milling 

16.71 

10.40 

37.8% 

Suqar  Refininq 

5.72 

4.07 

28.8% 

Sugar  Cane  Plantation 
&  Drivers 

15.58 

11.68 

25% 

Clerical/Office 

1.01 

0.61 

39.6% 

Your  business  may  qualify  for  up  to  an  additional  15%  prompt  pay  discount. 

Call  now  for  a  quote  on  affordable  coverage! 
(800)  349-3440 
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FARM        NO 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


1995  Yields  - 1996  Crop  Report  -  Production  Practices 


The  1995  harvest  season  ended 
Jan.  3  when  the  St.  Mary  and 
Jeanerette  co-ops  completed 
their  grinding  seasons.  The  first  mills  to 
begin  the  season  started  Sept.  28,  making 
this  a  98-day  grinding  campaign.  The 
average  grinding  season  for  all  mills  was 
only  79  days  in  duration.  During  the  sea- 
son, 10,585,417  gross  tons  of  sugarcane 
were  delivered  to  the  19  factories  which 
ground  cane  during  1995.  Officially, 
there  are  still  20  factories  in  operation 
since  there  is  now  one  factory  which  only 
processes  juice  or  syrup,  but  does  not 
grind  sugarcane.  There 
were  395,000  acres  of  sug- 
arcane grown  during 
1995,  of  which  an  esti- 
mated 31,000  were  used 
for  seed  cane.  An  esti- 
mated 364,000  acres  were 
harvested  for  sugar.  Preliminary  esti- 
mates of  total  sugar  production  are  some 
1,075,000  tons,  raw  value,  or  1,057,000 
tons  of  96  pol  sugar.  The  values  of  total 
acres  of  sugarcane,  acres  harvested  for 
sugar,  gross  tons  of  cane  ground  and  to- 
tal sugar  produced  are  all  new  records 
for  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  This  is 
the  first  time  the  industry  has  ever 
ground  over  10  million  tons  of  sugarcane 
and  only  the  second  year  the  state  has 
ever  produced  more  than  one  million 
tons  of  sugar.  Production  of  molasses 
was  estimated  to  be  over  61,000,000  gal- 
lons which  is  also  a  new  record  for  total 
production. 

On  a  per  acre  basis,  1995  yields  will 


Production  of  sugar 
per  acre  is  a  new 
state  record..." 


amount  to  29.1  tons  of  sugarcane  per  acre 
and  5,910  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre,  raw 
value.  Cane  per  acre  production  was  not 
a  new  record  but  was  among  the  10  high- 
est in  history.  Production  of  sugar  per 
acre  is  a  new  state  record,  breaking  ear- 
lier records  of  5,835  and  5,878  set  in  1988 
and  1989,  respectively.  Preliminary  cal- 
culations of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  are 
estimated  to  be  about  203  pounds,  raw 
value.  Molasses  production  per  ton  of 
cane  was  calculated  to  be  more  than  5.8 
gallons  which  is  also  somewhat  high  and 
probably  reflects  the  immature  cane  har- 
vested early  during  the 
1995  season.  More  accu- 
rate numbers  on  total 
sugar  production,  sugar 
per  ton  and  sugar  per 
acre  from  the  1995  crop 
will  be  available  once 
warehouses  are  liquidated  later  this  year. 


1996  Crop  Report 

As  of  this  writing,  Feb.  16,  the  industry 
has  experienced  a  winter  many  consider 
to  be  more  "normal"  than  any  other  dur- 
ing the  last  five  years.  Very  few  freezes 
have  been  experienced  throughout  the 
cane  belt  since  the  disastrous  freeze  of 
December  1989.  The  winter  of  1995  has 
been  very  different,  although  weather 
records  would  indicate  that  it  has  not 
been  that  unusual.  Freezes  of  below  20 
degrees  have  been  recorded  several 
times  in  portions  of  the  cane  belt  and 
once  again,  a  freeze  is  predicted  for  the 
day  this  article  is  being  written.  Since 
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there  has  been  very  little  warm  weather 
between  the  freezes  experienced 
throughout  much  of  the  belt  this  winter, 
not  many  eyes  have  germinated  and 
then  been  killed.  Diggings  made  by 
League  Agronomists  Windell  Jackson 
and  Herman  Waguespack  Jr.  indicate 
there  is  some  damage,  but  there  are  still 
plenty  of  good  eyes  left  to  make  the  crop 
-  at  this  time.  However,  it  is  widely 
known  that  the  "real  damage"  is  not 
readily  apparent  until  March  or  April 
when  the  cane  shoots  are  weaned  from 
the  mother  stalk  and  left  to  survive  on 
their  own.  Most  growers  feel  that  given 
a  typical  March  and  April,  there  are  still 
an  adequate  number  of  good  eyes,  even 
on  second  stubble,  to  make  a  good  crop. 
Over  the  last  five  years,  with  the  mild 
winters  that  were  experienced,  CP  65- 
357  and  CP  70-321  have  both  made  aver- 
age to  excellent  stands,  even  in  older 
stubble.  However,  following  this  more 


normal  winter,  it  might  be  anticipated 
that  these  two  older  varieties  will  return 
to  their  normal  pattern  of  poor  stubbling 
ability.  It  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be 
many  fewer  acres  of  second  and  older 
stubble  kept  of  these  two  varieties  as 
compared  to  recent  years.  All  growers 
are  eager  to  see  how  LCP  85-384,  HoCP 
85-845,  LHo  83-153  and  LCP  82-89  will 
stubble  following  the  winter  of  1995. 

Growers  are  reminded  that  sugar- 
cane fields  should  not  remain  wet  during 
the  winter  and  spring  seasons.  Growers 
need  to  do  everything  they  can  to  insure 
that  all  fields  are  kept  free  of  standing 
water  and  the  soil  is  aerated  and  warmed 
up  once  freezing  conditions  have  past. 

Production  Practices 

Cultural  practices,  fertilization  and 
spring  weed  control  are  all  crucial  to 
making  good  yields  of  cane  per  acre. 
Recommendations  concerning  these 


3-D  CHEMICALS,  INC. 

specializing  in 

Quality  Built  Spray  Units 

•  available  with  200  or  300 
gallon  tanks 

•  sturdy  3  point  Quick  Hitch 

•  Hydraulic  arms  with  break 
away  design 

•  3  or  5  row  manifold 

•  PTO  or  hydraulic  pump 

•  uses  spraying  systems 
components 

Designed  specifically  for  the  sugar  farmer 
For  more  information  call 

(318)394-4801    or  1-800-732-3787 
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practices  are  available  from  your  county 
agent's  office  and  are  made  available 
through  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Ex- 
tension Service.  These  recommendations 
are  based  on  years  of  research  and 
should  provide  you  with  the  most  effi- 
cient means  by  which  you  can  make  the 
highest  yield  of  cane.  Taking  the  time  to 
read  these  recommendations  and  follow- 
ing them  as  best  you  can  will  help  you 
remain  efficient. 


Long  Pest  Management,  Inc. 

Serving  Farmers  Since  J  965 

Insect  &  Weed  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertility  Management 

RSD  Testing  &  Disease  Management 

Variety  Selection 

RUP  Record  Keeping  &  WPS  Compliance 

Crop  Management  Service 

Henry  Long,  PhD,  CPCCI,  CCA,  BCE  &  Staff 
POB  1193,  720  Hwy  308,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)  449-6170  (mobile) 


Croomate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.415&44' 
Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)638-8343 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (318)  367-8233 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 

*  All  Hydraulic  * 

7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 
Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 


For  efficiency  &  accuracy  in 

precision  grading, 
consider  the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  Reduce  man-hours  per  project 

•  Easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 
ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.  0.  Box  108 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-3965 
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SSIFIEDS 

FOR  SALE: 

1993  2-rowLaCane 

FOR  SALE: 

4  Reynolds'  made  Texas 

Harvester.  1994  2-row 

type  10  ton  sugarcane 

Broussard  Harvester. 

Containers  like  new  half 

Call  Joe  Beaud,  Jr.  at 

price.  Call  (318)  276- 

(504)  638-6272  or  (504) 

6054. 

332-2198. 

FOR  SALE: 

JD  4430  Hi-crop  - 

FOR  SALE: 

1986Cameco2-row 

$8,500;  JD  4840  - 

Cane  Cutter  -  $75,000; 

$19,500;  2 -JD  4020 

1988  2410  Broussard  4- 

Power  Shift  -  $7,000 

wheel  drive  Cane 

each;  JD  4010 -$5,000. 

Loader  -  $35,000.  Call 

Call  (318)  346-2529, 

Junior  Schexnayder  at 

(318)346-4165,  or 

(504)  562-7539  (shop) 

(318)346-7385. 

or  (504)  647-6877 

(home). 

FOR  SALE: 

Heavy  duty  metal  lathe 
18"  x  54"  with  paper  & 

FOR  SALE: 

Single-row  Broussard 

threading  attachment. 

Cane  Cutter;  a/c,  cab, 

Ready  to  use.  $700. 

completely  re-done 

Call  (318)  229-8492  or 

since  1995  harvest.  Call 

(318)229-6375. 

(318)394-4817. 

FOR  SALE: 

1988  Broussard  Single 

FOR  SALE: 

Broussard  Single-row 

Row  Harvester,  JD 

Cutter  with  a  Sunstrain 

engine,  all  Eaton 

System.  Completely 

pumps.  Mint  condition, 

overhauled  JD  Engine. 

field  ready.  Call  Landry 

Call  (318)  229-6911. 

Bros.  Farm  at  (318) 
276-3509  (leave  a 
message). 

Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Cane 
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Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
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Cane  Combine  Harvester 


For  more 

details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

N.  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone  (504)  447-7285 
FAX  (504)  447-5735 

400  S.  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)  276-6314 
FAX  (318)  276-9827 

SUGARCANE  GROWERS 
START  WITH  PROWL, 
FINISH  WITH  PRIDE. 


■     .■  ■;■■,. 


PROWL 
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Sugarcane  growers  count  on  the  proven  performance  of  PROWL"  herbicide  for  season-long 

control  of  tough  grasses  and  key  broadleaf  weeds.  PROWL  delivers  consistent  control  of  tough 

grasses  like  itchgrass,  browntop  panicum  and  seedling  Johnsongrass  while  providing 

application  flexibility  and  value.  You  can  also  tank  mix  PROWL  with  almost  any  other 

registered  herbicide.  This  season,  start  with  PROWL  and  finish  with  pride. 

See  your  Cyanamid  AgriGenter™  dealer. 


>••« 


PR'4'WL 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 
206  E.  Bayou  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA   70301 


NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

BULK  RATE 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

Thibodaux,  La. 
PERMIT  NO.  43 


SERIALS   DEPT 
LOUISIANA   STATE    UNiv 

LIBRARY  70803 

BATON   ROUGE   LA         A>»- 


Volume  74,  No.  7 


April  1996 


Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A. 


The  Sugar  Bulletin  is  published  monthly  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc.,  a  nonprofit  or9an- 

ization.  Subscriptions  are  domestic  $15  a  year  and  foreign  $50  a  year. 

POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to  The  Sugar  Bulletin,  206  E.  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

The  views  and  opinions  expressed  by  columnists  in  this  publication  are  those  of  the  author  and  not  necessary  those  of 

the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  Views  and  opinions  expressed  in  advertisements  in  this  publication  are  those  of  the 

advertiser  and  not  necessary  those  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 

Charles  J.  Melancon/Editor,  President  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D. /Vice  President  and  Director  of  Research 

Windell  R.  Jackson /Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack  Jr. /Agronomist 

John  Constant /Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens /Secretary 

Paul  G.  Borron  Ill/Legal  Counsel 


Washington  Representative 

Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Ave.  N.W. 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:  (202)  331-4331 


Baton  Rouge  Representative 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
7612  Picardy,  Suite  L 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 
Phone:  (504)  766-1359 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)  448-3707 


Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Raceland,  La. 

Vice  Chairman 
Charles  J.  Melancon,  Thibodaux,  La. 

President  and  General  Manager 
Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Vice  President  and  Director  of  Research 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  D.C. 

Vice  President  of  Government  Relations^ 
Irving  Legendre  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Secretary 
Craig  Caillier,  Franklin,  La. 

Treasurer 


Henry  Adolph,  Napoleonville,  La. 
David  Allain,  Jeanerette,  La. 
J.  G.  Beaud  Jr.,  New  Roads,  La. 
Branan  B.  "Bert"  Beyt,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville,  La. 
F.  Neal  Bolton,  St.  James,  La. 
Michael  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  La. 
John  F  Gay,  Plaquemine,  La. 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Warren  Harang  III,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
George  "Scrap"  Hymel,  Gramercy,  La. 
Jackie  Judice,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Franklin,  La. 
Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert  III,  St.  Martinville,  La. 
A.  J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  La. 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  La. 
Michael  G.  Melancon,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 


Daniel  Naquin,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Leonard  Oncale,  Gheens,  La. 
Anthony  Parris,  New  Iberia,  La. 
William  S.  Patout  III,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Frank  Pearce,  Maringouin,  La. 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche,  Brusly,  La. 
R.  L.  "Bobby"  Roane,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Howard  Robirhaux,  Labadieville,  La. 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  La. 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  La. 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  La. 
Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  La. 
Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  La. 


PERFORMANCE 


PROVEN 


Cane  Harvesting  Equipment 

LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-9826      (504)  447-3776 


We  now  have 
John  Deere  4230  and  4430  Drop  Housings*. 

Equipment  for  Sale 

Rayne  Plane  Land  Leveler,  41-ft. 

I-H  784  Tractor,  Two-Post  Top 

J.D.  Three-Row  Cultivator 

J.D.  1630  Disc  Harrow  &  1-1635  Disc. 

I-H  706  Row  Crop  Tractor,  one  owner 

I-H  140  with  Belly  Mower 

J.D.  606  Bush  Hog,  6-ft,  very  little  use 

Oliver  55  HP  Tractor,  Gas,  $2500 

I-H  1066  Hi-Crop  Tractor 

J.D.  4230  Hi-Crop  &  Cane  Loader 

J.D.  4430  Row  Crop  Tractor 

J.D.  Mod.  47  Front  End  Loader 

J.D.  1600  &  1610,  Three-Point  Chisel  Plows 

Ferguson  Heavy  Duty  Offset  Ditcher,  1000  rpm 

Kubota  L-175  (18  hp)  Tractor 

J.D.  Mod.  1050  Tractor,  Two-Post  Top 

We  now  have  a  parts  locator  for  tractor  and 

construction  equipment  of  all  makes  and  models. 

Network  covers  all  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

We  have  parts  in  stock  for  hundreds  of 

International  Harvester,  John  Deere,  Oliver  and  Mis  Chalmers, 

both  in  hi-crop  and  row  crop. 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 

12617  E.  Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 

1-800-259-3453 


UP        F  R.  O  N 


LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


In  my  years  working  in  govern- 
ment, in  the  private  sector  as  a  busi- 
nessman, and  in  the  public  sector  as 
a  state  legislator,  I've  seen  issues  that 
have  arisen  and  have  seemed  to  remain 
on  a  front  burner  for  what  feels  like  an 
eternity  However,  if  anyone  would  have 
told  me  three  years  ago  vthat  I  would 
spend  the  first  three  years  with  the 
League  negotiating  and  maneuvering  in 
an  attempt  to  derive  favorable  language 
in  a  sugar  section  of  the  latest  Agricul- 
tural Transition  Act,  I  think  I  may  have 
told  them  that  was  ridiculous.  Well  here 
we  are  three  years  later  and  I  cannot  only 
say  that  it  is  not  ridiculous,  but  it  is  not 
over!  We  have  won  another  battle,  and  at 
first  blush  it  appears  that  maybe  we  won 
the  war.  However,  the  commercial  users 
and  the  refiners,  having  taken  the  best 
shot  that  they  have  had  in  decades,  and 
losing,  have  vowed  that  they  are  not 
going  to  disappear  into  the  night  and 
await  the  advent  of  the  next  proposed 
date  for  rewriting  farm  policy. 

As  I  have  stated  often  times  before, 
this  entire  episode  has  been  like  a  roller 
coaster  ride;  there  were  days  when  I  felt 
like  we  were  at  the  top  of  the  world  and 
days  that  I  felt  that  I  couldn't  even  reach 
the  bottom  from  where  we  were  looking. 
From  the  viewing  gallery  of  the  House 
chamber  on  the  night  of  Feb.  28, 1  viewed 
the  proceedings  with  Charles  Thibaut, 
our  Washington  representatives,  and  a 
couple  of  your  fellow  growers  who  had 
made  the  trip  to  Washington  to  work 
"the  Hill/7  We,  along  with  sugar  industry 


people  from  throughout  the  United 
States,  sugarbeet  and  sugarcane,  were  all 
anxiously  awaiting  the  debate  and  the 
vote  that  was  to  come.  Earlier  in  the  af- 
ternoon, we  had  picked  up  some  infor- 
mation that  members  of  the  Georgia  del- 
egation would  be  voting  with  peanuts 
and  against  sugar  as  a  trade-off  to  satisfy 
the  political  pressure  being  applied  by 
Savannah  Foods  in  Georgia.  This  was  of 
much  concern  to  us  because  that  consti- 
tuted 11  votes,  most  of  whom  we  felt 
would  vote  with  us  normally.  Because 
we  knew  the  vote  would  be  close,  we 
were  fearful  of  losing  any  votes,  much 
less  a  block  of  votes. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  final  vote  was 
called  and  we  were  fortunate  enough  to 
win  by  a  nine  vote  margin,  217-208.  At  a 
time  when  your  foes  are  multi-billion- 
dollar  corporations  who  have  aligned 
themselves  with  national  environmental 
groups  with  the  Florida  Everglades  as 
the  focal  issue,  and  have  hoodwinked 
several  good  government  groups  into 
believing  that  the  sugar  industry  cost  the 
American  taxpayers  money,  it  is  a  good 
feeling  to  know  that  there  are  still  a  ma- 
jority of  rational  people  in  Washington 
who  understand  the  reasoning  and  the 
need  for  farm  programs  and  the  differ- 
ence between  profitability  for  some  and 
survival  for  others. 

This  brings  me  to  a  point  of  looking 
back  at  where  we  have  been,  and  how 
we  got  here  achieves  nothing  more  than 
a  good  feeling  for  having  been  victori- 
ous. We  are  at  a  point,  particularly  in 


Louisiana,  where  we  must  now  look  to 
the  future.  Not  just  two,  three,  or  five 
years  to  the  future,  not  just  to  the  next 
farm  bill,  but  to  the  eternal  future  of  the 
Louisiana  industry.  I  wrote  about  some 
of  my  concerns  in  the  January  issue  of 
the  Bulletin  and  I  could  reiterate  those 
concerns  to  you.  However,  I  must  say 
that  it  is  even  more  evident  that  we  as  an 
industry  forget  our  traditional  ways  of 
operations  and  look  to  what  it  will  take 
to  put  our  future  and  our  destiny  in  our 
own  hands,  and  not  that  of  others;  par- 
ticularly not  the  refiners  and  the  com- 
mercial users.  You  must  now  know  that 
the  refiners,  who  have  been  a  traditional 
part  of  our  business  operations  for  eons 
are  not  necessarily  our  friends.  The  people 
who  work  at  these  refineries  are,  in  many 
instances,  our  friends.  But,  when  it 
comes  to  survival  of  the  sugar  industry, 
our  business,  we  need  to  look  at  the  situ- 
ation from  a  business  perspective  and 
not  from  that  of  the  heart  or  personal 
feelings.  This  is  a  tough  thing  for  human 
nature  to  accept,  particularly  for  those  of 
us  of  Cajun  heritage;  but,  it  is  reality. 
And,  we  must  face  reality,  nowl 

If  the  legislation  that  recently  passed 
Congress  becomes  the  law  of  the  land 
then  we  hopefully  will  have  seven  years 
in  order  to  bring  this  industry  to  a  posi- 
tion of  efficiency  and  competitiveness 
second  to  none. 

If  we  are  fortunate  enough  to  have 
this  legislation  in  tact  for  the  next  seven 
years,  then  you  should  interpret  this  as 
the  "opportunity  that  knocked  at  your 
door"  rather  than,  as  some  would,  view 
it  as  bad  news.  For  the  next  seven  years 
we  have  the  distinct  possibility  of  having 
a  program  which  will  allow  creditors  to 
know  what  the  minimum  return  can  be 
on  a  loan.  Therefore,  you  have  some  se- 
curity. Price!  If  you  don't  take  advantage 
of  this  during  this  time  period,  that  secu- 
rity of  pricing  may  evaporate  and  disap- 


pear in  future  years  and  that  would  then 
leave  creditors  the  excuse  of  not  ventur- 
ing forward  with  you  as  they  would 
have  in  the  past.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we 
should  get  another  farm  bill  in  seven 
years,  you  can  almost  bet  that  a  loan  rate 
reduction  will  be  the  first  item  on  the 
agenda. 

If  we  are  not  successful  then,  you  will 
at  least  be  prepared  as  you  should,  to 
continue  to  operate  profitably,  because 
you  took  heed  in  1996. 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Serving  farmers  since  1965 

Insect  &  Weed  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertility  Management 

RSD  Testing  &  Disease  Management 

Crop  Management  Service 

Henry  Long,  Ph.D.  and  Staff 

P.  O.  Box  1 1 93,  720  Hwy.  308   (504)  446-3520  (office) 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302        (504)  449-61 70  (mobile) 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 

FOR  RENT 

12  Yd.  Scraper 

with 
Laser  Equipment 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane  - 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

(§)  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.  0.  Box  108 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-3965 
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For  more  details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


N.  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone  (504)  447-7285 
FAX  (504)  447-5735 


400  S.  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)  276-6314 
FAX  (318)  276-9827 


OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'    COMPENSATION    SELF    INSURERS    FUND 

1 01 0  FLORIDA  BOULEVARD  •  BATON  ROUGE,  LA 70802  •  (504)  344-8080  •  FAX  (504)  383-4793  •  (800)  349-3440 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 


Class  Code 
Description 

Competition 

Rates/$100 

LCTASIF 

Rates/$100 

Head  to  Head 
Savings 

Sugar  Cane  Milling 

16.71 

10.40 

37.8% 

Sugar  Refining 

5.72 

4.07 

28.8% 

Sugar  Cane  Plantation 
&  Drivers 

15.58 

11.68 

25% 

Clerical/Office 

1.01 

0.61 

39.6% 

Your  business  may  qualify  for  up  to  an  additional  15%  prompt  pay  discount. 

Call  now  for  a  quote  on  affordable  coverage! 

349-3440 


(800) 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  v&Sy    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 

Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256- 1  269     Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 


W  AS  HING TON        UP  DA T  E 


with  Don  Wallace 


House  Passes  Reform  Minded 
Farm  Bill 

On  Feb.  29,  the  House  passed  the 
contentious  Agricultural  Market  Transi- 
tion Act  (AMTA),  otherwise  known  as 
Freedom  to  Farm,  by  a  vote  of  270-155. 
The  bill  essentially  ends  60  years  of  gov- 
ernment involvement  in  Agriculture  and 
was  heralded  by  House  Agriculture 
Committee  Chairman  Pat  Roberts  (R-KS) 
as  "the  boldest  farm  proposal  ever  to 
pass  the  Congress. " 

The  House  gave  approval  after  nar- 
rowly defeating  attempts  to  kill  the  sugar 
and  peanut  programs.  The 
two  major  opponents  of  the 
sugar  program,  Chuck 
Schumer  (D-NY)  and  Dan 
Miller  (R-FL),  were  joined 
by  Jack  Kingston  (R-GA)  in 
offering  an  amendment  that 
would  phase  out  the  sugar 
program  over  five  years,  immediately 
converting  the  program  to  recourse 
loans,  mandating  decrease  in  the  loan 
rate  to  12  cents  by  1999  and  an  increase  in 
the  marketing  assessment  by  25  percent. 
The  amendment  was  hailed  as  a  compro- 
mise between  those  wanting  to  eliminate 
the  program  in  this  year's  Farm  Bill  and 
those  who  supported  the  reforms  con- 
tained in  the  Farm  Bill.  Kingston  has 
promised  to  continue  to  come  after  the 
sugar  program  during  future  appropria- 
tion bills.  After  an  hour  of  spirited  debate 
on  the  floor,  the  bill  was  defeated  by  a 
vote  of  217-208.  A  similar  amendment  to 


"...the  House  was 
under  great 
pressure  to  clear 
a  farm  bill." 


phase  out  the  peanut  program  was  de- 
feated 212-209. 

The  seven-year  bill  includes  major 
reforms  to  the  commodity  programs  en- 
abling farmers  to  move  into  a 
market-based  system  where  they  will 
plant  crops  based  on  market  signals, 
rather  than  what  the  government  dic- 
tates. Chairman  Roberts  explains  that 
AMTA  can  save  taxpayers  more  than  $3 
billion  over  the  next  seven  years  and  it 
gives  farmers  planting  flexibility.  Eligible 
producers  (those  who  have  participated 
in  the  wheat,  feed  grains,  cotton  and  rice 
programs  in  any  one  of  the  past  five 
years)  can  enter  into 
seven-year  "production 
flexibility  contracts"  be- 
tween 1996  and  2002.  Pay- 
ments will  be  made  on  Sept. 
30  of  each  year  beginning  in 
1996.  Farmers  would  also 
have  the  option  of  receiving 
half  of  their  annual  payment  by  Dec.  15 
of  the  previous  year  (except  in  1996 
when  the  advance  payment  would  be 
due  by  June  15). 

With  spring  fast  approaching  and  a 
similar  bill  already  passed  in  the  Senate, 
the  House  was  under  great  pressure  to 
clear  a  farm  bill.  "Farmers  in  my  district 
have  already  begun  their  spring 
plantings,"  said  E.  "Kika"  de  la  Garza 
(D-TX),  Committee  Ranking  minority 
member.  "House  action  enables  them  to 
know  what  their  program  will  be. . ." 

The  bill  now  goes  to  conference 
where  House  and  Senate  differences  will 


be  ironed  out.  The  problem  now  is  that  in 
an  attempt  to  please  Senate  Democrats, 
the  Senate  bill,  passed  Feb.  7,  is  far  more 
comprehensive  than  the  House  version. 
Chairman  Roberts  had  hoped  to  address 
the  commodity  programs  in  this  round 
and  then  follow  up  with  a  ''trailer  bill" 
that  would  include  such  things  as  con- 
servation, research,  nutrition  and  rural 
development.  The  House  ultimately 
voted  to  reauthorize  the  Conservation 
and  Wetlands  Reserve  programs  which 
are  contained  in  the  Senate  bill,  but 
balked  at  including  rural  development 
and  nutrition  programs  such  as  food 
stamps.  The  Senate  bill  is  much  more 
attractive  to  President  Clinton  and  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  though  nei- 
ther truly  support  the  philosophy  behind 
the  new  programs.  Jim  Gilliland,  general 
council  to  the  USD  A,  expressed  his  con- 
cerns about  both  bills.  "Simply  telling 
farmers  to  take  these  payments  and  go 
merrily  on  their  way  ignores  a  few  les- 
sons from  history  and  economics.  There 
are  those  of  you  out  there  who  are  carry- 
ing wounds  and  scars  and  Purple  Hearts 
from  the  1980s.  Removing  the  safety  net 
from  agriculture  is  a  flawed  policy  and 
one  that  could  come  back  to  haunt  us." 
The  House  has  named  conferees: 
Republicans  are  House  Agriculture 
Chairman  Pat  Roberts  (R-KS),  Bill 
Emerson  (R-MO),  Steve  Gunderson 
(R-WI),  Wayne  Allard  (R-CO),  Bill 
Barrett  (R-NE),  John  Boehner  (R-OH), 
Tom  Ewing  (R-IL),  and  Richard  Pombo 
(R-CA).  The  Democrats  are:  E.  "Kika"  de 
la  Garza  (D-TX),  Charlie  Rose  (D-NC), 
Charles  Stenholm  (D-TX),  Harold 
Volkmer  (D-MO),  Tim  Johnson  (D-CO), 
and  Gary  Condit  (D-CA).  The  Senate  has 
named  six  Republicans  and  five  Demo- 
crats. Senate  Agriculture  Committee 
Chairman  Richard  Lugar  (R-IN)  will 
head  the  group,  which  includes:  Senate 
Majority  Leader  Bob  Dole  (R-KS),  Jesse 


Helms  (R-NC),  Thad  Cochran  (R-MS), 
Mitch  McConnell  (R-KY),  Larry  Craig 
(R-ID),  Pat  Leahy  (D-VT),  David  Pryor 
(D-AR),  Howell  Heflin  (D-AL),  Tom 
Harkin  (D-IA),  and  Kent  Conrad 
(D-ND).  The  conference  report  will  be 
voted  on  and  sent  to  President  Clinton, 
who  is  expected  to  sign  it  despite  reser- 
vations about  administering  the  new 
programs  expressed  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

World  Agriculture  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates 

On  March  12,  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  released  its  supply 
and  demand  estimates  for  FY  1995-96. 
U.S.  sugar  production  is  forecast  at  73 
million  short  tons,  raw  value,  down 
20,000  tons  from  last  month's  forecast. 
Beet  sugar  production  is  forecast  at  4 
million  tons,  down  50,000  tons  from  last 
month.  The  cane  sugar  production  fore- 
cast is  increased  30,000  tons  to  account 
for  a  revision  in  the  Florida  forecast  to  1.8 
million  tons.  The  TRQ  is  assumed  to  be 
fully  filled  because  any  prospective 
shortfalls  can  be  reallocated  among 
countries.  Sugar  deliveries  are  forecast 
100,000  tons  higher  than  last  month  be- 
cause of  very  strong  deliveries  to  date. 
High  prices  will  moderate  the  increase  in 
deliveries  during  the  remainder  of  the 
fiscal  year. 


Croomate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIB0DAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)  447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.  415&44 

Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)  638-8343 
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Bayou  Service  Co.  loo 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 
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Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA        (318]  229-6415 
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Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 
We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 
Tomorrow's  Success 


No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 

long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 

FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today's  careful  planning  is 

the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why  the 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a  variety  of 

loan  options  for  your  long-term  credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 
Baton  Rouge  Opelousas  ££} 


LATMDBA-NK 


(504)  293-2691      (318)  942-1461 


LENDER 

(E8half  10/93) 


FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 
Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 
working  fields  and  farms 
around  the  world.  And  with 
over  65  million  hours  of 
rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 
they've  proven  what  a  differ- 
ence durability,  reliability  and 
performance  can  make. 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 
tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 
215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 


diesel  engine  —  the  definition 
of  pure  agricultural  power. 
Not  to  mention  the  standard 
18-speed  full-powershift 
transmission  that  gives  you 
complete  control  of  1 8  forward 
and  four  reverse  speeds,  as 
well  as  an  optional  creeper 
transmission  that  adds  six  for- 
ward and  two  reverse  speeds. 
Yet  with  all  that  performance, 
there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 
fort. The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 

Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


luxury.  From  the  economically 
designed  seat  to  the  smart 
layout  of  the  controls,  you're 
surrounded  with  features  that 
make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 
day's  work. 

If  you're  looking  for  a 
proven  tractor  with  all  the 
assets  you  need  to  maximize 
productivity,  be  sure  to  test 
drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 
don't  just  take  our  word  for  it. 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)667-6535 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


Printed  in  USA 


FAR  M        NO  T  E  S 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Efficiency,  It's  Your  Future 
Waiter  Landry  -  Seed  Questionnaires 


The  Farm  Bill,  discussed  in  the 
Washington  Update  article  of 
this  issue  of  the  Bulletin,  will 
hopefully  be  signed  before  long.  As  that 
article  indicates,  this  bill  is  not  the  perfect 
bill,  but  does  give  us  some  protection  for 
the  next  seven  years.  After  that,  who 
knows  what  will  happen!  The  plan  in 
Congress  is  that  by  2002  there  will  no 
longer  be  a  need  for  farm  legislation  as 
we  have  known  it.  The  League  will,  of 
course,  do  everything  it  can  to  protect 
this  industry,  but  based  on  the  mood  in 
Washington,  this  legislation  means  that 
your  alarm  clock  is  now  set.  You,  as  indi- 
vidual growers  and  processors,  need  to 
understand  that  in  seven  years  the  alarm 
clock  rings  and  you  better  not  be  sleep- 
ing! 

As  League  agronomists,  we  could 
simply  keep  telling  you  what  are  the  best 
varieties  to  plant,  the  best  ways  to  pro- 
duce a  good  crop  of  cane,  finding  an- 
swers to  research  questions  and  the 
many  other  things  that  we  try  to  accom- 
plish for  League  members.  However, 
with  the  farm  legislation  that  is  forth- 
coming, if  we  want  to  do  our  jobs  to  the 
best  of  our  ability,  then  we  must  take  it 
one  step  further.  It  is  time  to  be  frank 
with  each  grower  and /or  factory  and 
help  them  to  anticipate  just  what  is  their 
future  in  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  A 
significant  factor  in  determining  their 
future  lies  in  their  degree  of  efficiency. 
"Efficiency,"  Webster  defines  it  as  "effec- 
tive operation  as  measured  by  a  com- 
parison of  production  with  costs."  There 


are  many  aspects  of  cane  farming  and 
sugar  factory  operations  that  constitute 
an  efficient  grower /processor.  The  fol- 
lowing are  just  a  few  of  those. 

Every  grower /factory  knows  at  the 
end  of  the  year  whether  money  has  been 
made  or  not.  All  factories  and  now  many 
growers  have  computer  skills  that  allow 
them  to  keep  an  accurate  record  of  their 
expenses  as  the  crop  year  progresses.  All 
growers  need  to  be  able  to  track  their  ex- 
penditures and  earnings  more  carefully 
to  insure  that  they  are  as  efficient  as  pos- 
sible. The  entire  aspect  of  record  keeping, 
including  financial  data,  production 
practices,  chemical  and  fertilization  us- 
age, and  other  assorted  data,  are  all  im- 
portant parts  of  tracking  efficiency. 

League  agronomists  have  worked 
with  the  many  scientists  that  serve  this 
industry  to  provide  the  best  research  to 
keep  you  on  the  "cutting  edge."  The 
newest  technology  won't  guarantee  suc- 
cess, but  it  at  least  allows  you  an  oppor- 
tunity to  achieve  the  highest  yields  with 
the  fewest  inputs.  But  research  can  only 
carry  you  so  far.  The  rest  is  up  to  you  as 
growers  and  processors.  Effective  man- 
agement is  obviously  a  difference  that 
currently  exists  among  farmers  and  fac- 
tories in  the  industry.  Good  management 
practices  to  utilize  these  technologies  are 
a  necessity  to  be  sure  your  operation 
(farm  or  mill)  is  as  efficient  as  it  can  be  in 
all  aspects. 

Production  and  processing  practices 
vary  widely  among  growers  and  facto- 
ries. Some  of  these  variations  are  neces- 
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sary  due  to  differences  of  one  kind  or 
another.  Other  variations  from  recom- 
mended practices  are  questionable  in 
their  economic  return.  Some  practices 
may  even  be  unnecessary  under  certain 
situations. 

Making  sure  that  every  input  has  a 
realistic  chance  to  provide  a  return 
should  be  a  management  goal  of  every 
grower  and  processor. 

Sugarcane  is  farmed  on  all  kinds  of 
soil  and  under  varying  conditions.  Ev- 
eryone realizes  that  not  every  acre  has 
the  same  ability  to  provide  a  fair  return. 

It  may  be  wise  for  growers  to  evalu- 
ate just  what  is  the  likelihood  of  produc- 
ing a  return  on  some  of  the  marginal 
acres  that  one  can  find  across  the  indus- 
try. 

All  growers  need  to  be  certain  they 
have  the  appropriate  amount  of  equip- 
ment to  fit  their  acreage.  This  may  mean 
getting  larger  for  some  small  growers  or 
getting  smaller  for  some  large  growers. 
Or  it  may  mean  the  purchase  of  some 
extra  equipment  or  the  sale  of  surplus 
equipment.  The  bottom  line,  however,  is 
that  there  is  no  room  for  waste  nor  can 
any  shortage  be  tolerated.  In  order  to  sur- 
vive, growers  will  need  to  make  every 
disbursement  provide  some  type  of  re- 
turn. 

The  same  needs  to  be  said  for  the  fac- 
tories. 

Economy  of  scale  should  be  consid- 
ered. Each  factory  in  the  state  should 
carefully  examine  all  aspects  of  its  opera- 
tion, including  the  volume  of  cane  pro- 
cessed, cane  transport,  and  factory  op- 
erations, in  an  attempt  to  maximize  its 
facility. 

Other  sugar  industries  have  gone 
through  self-studies  and  have  made 
themselves  more  efficient.  It  is  time  that 
we  in  Louisiana  insure  that  processors, 
as  well  as  growers,  are  as  efficient  as  they 
can  be. 


Walter  Landry 

Walter  J.  Landry  Sr.,  or  "Bobie"  as  his 
fellow  cane  farmers  and  business  associ- 
ates called  him,  passed  away  on  Sunday, 
Feb.  25. 

He  was  only  61  years  old  and  died 
after  a  sudden  illness  while  in  Phoenix, 
Ariz. 

Walter  Landry  was  president  of 
Westover  Farms  Inc.,  Dixieland  Farms 
Inc.,  and  the  St.  Mary  Fish  Hatchery.  He 
was  a  past  president  of  J  &  L  Engineering 
Co.  of  Jeanerette  and  current  vice  presi- 
dent of  Jeanerette  Sugar  Cooperative.  He 
also  had  formed  Agronomics  Inc.  which 
held  patents  on  a  number  of  pieces  of 
sugarcane  equipment. 

Landry  was  well  known  for  his  civic 
activities  as  well  as  his  strong  family 
commitment.  He  was  the  father  of  seven 
sons  and  eight  daughters.  He  will  be  re- 
membered for  his  cane  farming  enter- 
prises, equipment  development  activi- 
ties and  the  first  successful  fish  hatchery 
in  the  state  to  raise  and  market  hybrid 
striped  bass. 

This  author  had  the  opportunity  to 
work  with  Walter  in  testing  one  of  his 
newer  developments,  a  green  cane  com- 
bine. 

The  League  staff  extends  its  sympa- 
thy to  Walter's  family  and  friends  and 
know  that  he  will  be  sadly  missed. 

Seed  Questionnaires 

Growers  are  reminded  that  if  they 
haven't  already  reported  their  seed  cane 
acreage  used  in  1995,  they  should  do  so 
immediately  at  their  local  office  of  the 
Farm  Service  Agency. 

It  is  extremely  important,  for  many 
reasons,  that  their  acreage  get  recorded. 
Each  year  this  author  writes  at  least  one 
article  dealing  with  the  many  reasons 
why  acreage  reporting  is  important  and, 
although  it  is  repetitive,  some  growers 
apparently  need  to  be  reminded  since 
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there  isn't  100  percent  participation.  The 
most  important  reason  deals  with  effi- 
ciency discussed  earlier  in  this  article. 
Growers  should  also  report  acreage  so 
they  can  accurately  record  their  own 
yields  based  on  varieties,  type  of  seed 
cane  used,  production  practices  and  the 
many  other  factors  that  should  be  re- 
corded. It  is  not  only  efficient  on  your 
part  as  a  grower,  but  also  important  from 
an  industry  standpoint. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

*  Fully  Automatic* 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  71  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 
Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 


For  Sale 


Stand  Out. 

Sell  your  equipment 
in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  today. 
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SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF  "FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL" 


Please  send  me 


copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 


plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  am  sending 
for  my  complete  order  is 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.s) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


SPECIAL    VOLUME    PRICES    AVAILABLE    UPON    REQUEST 


You're  First  at  First  South  PC  A 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions 

are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 
personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


Donna  Thibodeaux 

New  Iberia 


First  South  PCA 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(318)364-0217 


Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver.  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 


Environmental  Self-Audits 


Environmental  self-audits  are  a 
comprehensive  evaluation  of  all 
environmental  aspects  of  a  prop- 
erty and /or  operations  to  search  out  and 
identify  any  previously  undetected  envi- 
ronmental defects,  such  as  pollutant 
emissions  or  excess  wastage,  and  other 
violations  of  environmental  law,  permits 
or  company  policy  Ev- 
eryone, including  the 
EPA  and  its  environ- 
mentalist constituency, 
agrees  that  regular 
self-auditing  is  good 
management  practice 
and  that  both  the  public 
and  the  environment 
benefit  from  the  prac- 
tice. Unfortunately,  both 
the  EPA  and  the  envi- 
ronmentalists demand 
that  self-audits  not  be 
confidential,  and  that  all 
audit  information  be 
available  as  evidence  in 
litigation  to  extort  civil  and  criminal  pen- 
alties and  damages  for  any  and  all  previ- 
ously unknown  violations. 

Two  years  ago,  the  Bulletin  reported 
an  absurd  situation  in  environmental 
law  regarding  the  status  of  environmen- 
tal self-audits.  The  famous  Coors  Brew- 
ery case  was  cited  as  an  illustration  of  the 
dilemma  presented  by  self-auditing. 
Coors  found,  at  their  Golden,  Colo. 


The  1995  regular 
session  of  the 
Louisiana  Legislature 
had  an  Environmental 
Self-Audit  Privilege 
and  Immunity  bill 
under  consideration, 
but  was  not  completed 
by  adjournment  date." 


Brewery,  a  previously  unknown  (and 
non-toxic)  emission  from  the  brewing 
process  which  it  reported  to  the  Colo- 
rado Air  Pollution  agency  and  corrected 
promptly.  The  "reward"  to  Coors  for  this 
admirable  behavior  was  the  assessment 
of  a  $1.05  million  fine,  which  was  re- 
duced to  $237,000  in  an  attempt  to  ap- 
pease an  outraged 
State  Legislature.  The 
Colorado  pollution 
control  agency 

claimed  that  Colo- 
rado law,  enacted  at 
the  insistence  of  envi- 
ronmentalists, re- 
quired that  all  viola- 
tions of  environment 
regulations,  including 
harmless  and /or  vol- 
untarily disclosed 
ones,  must  be  pun- 
ished severely  and 
that  the  confidential- 
ity of  environmental 
audits  are  not  protected  from 
self-incrimination.  On  becoming  aware 
of  this  situation,  and  in  spite  of  threats  of 
sanctions  by  the  EPA,  the  Colorado  Leg- 
islature promptly  enacted  an  "audit 
privilege"  law  which  protects  the  confi- 
dentiality of  honest  self-audits  and  pro- 
vides exemption  from  criminal  and  civil 
penalties  and  suits  for  previously  un- 
known environmental  defects  that  are 
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reported  and  corrected  promptly,  but 
which  have  not  caused  significant  envi- 
ronmental damage. 

Congress,  after  hearing  about  the 
Coors  case,  called  EPA  to  task  on  its  own 
predatory  policy  and  is  considering  a 
federal  law  similar  to  the  one  in  Colo- 
rado. The  EPA  opposes  and  has  success- 
fully delayed  Congress  by  promising  to 
adopt  a  more  reasonable  policy,  and  after 
much  feet  dragging,  published  a  revised 
environmental  audit  policy  effective  Jan. 
22.  This  new  EPA  policy  really  does  not 
change  anything  except  that  EPA  might 
consider  reduced  fines  in  certain  circum- 
stances. In  spite  of  EPA's  vigorous  oppo- 
sition and  threats  of  sanctions,  14  states 
have  now  enacted  audit  privilege  laws 
including  our  neighboring  states  of 
Texas,  Arkansas  and  Mississippi,  and 
many  other  states  have  such  laws  under 
consideration. 


The  1995  regular  session  of  the  Loui- 
siana Legislature  had  an  Environmental 
Self- Audit  Privilege  and  Immunity  bill 
under  consideration,  but  was  not  com- 
pleted by  adjournment  date.  It  is  ex- 
pected to  be  reintroduced  in  the  next 
regular  session,  and  will  no  doubt  be 
opposed  by  EPA  and  environmentalists. 
You  can  help  Louisiana  and  the  environ- 
ment by  contacting  your  representative 
and  senator  and  expressing  your  views 
on  the  situation. 

Until  such  time  as  Louisiana  gets  an 
environmental  privilege  law,  I  recom- 
mend that  environmental  audits  be  lim- 
ited to  consultations  with  attorneys  on 
law  compliance,  which  communications 
are  protected  by  the  lawyer-client  privi- 
lege. If  non-legal  technical  expertise  is 
needed  in  such  audits,  it  should  be  avail- 
able to  the  attorney  (and  not  the  client)  in 
order  to  protect  confidentiality. 


'.YHIir  MM  I 


200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        I    i  m  c 


by  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Special  Session 


It  looks  like  the  governor  is  going  to 
do  what  he  says  which  is  somewhat 
of  a  departure  from  past  administra- 
tions. For  some  time,  he  has  been  saying 
that  the  special  session  would  begin  on 
March  24.  Sure  enough,  the  first  public 
announcement  of  the  special  session 
stated  that  the  session  will,  indeed,  begin 
on  March  24.  The  "call"  has  now  been  is- 
sued (the  call  is  the  official  announce- 
ment) and  it  appears  that  Gov.  Foster  is 
adhering  to  his  schedule. 

He  is  also  adhering  to  his  campaign 
promises.  The  issues  on  which  he  cam- 
paigned will  be  the  focus  of  the  special 
session.  He  has  promised  that  the  "call" 
will  be  as  tightly  drawn  as  possible  so  the 
session  won't  be  a  free-for-all  and  his 
core  issues  can  be  concentrated  on.  He 
will,  however,  also  include  some  issues 
that  various  department  heads  have  told 
him  would  create  significant  problems  if 
they  are  not  dealt  with  in  the  special  ses- 
sion. Additionally,  it  is  virtually  impos- 
sible to  draw  a  "call"  so  tightly  that  no 
issues,  other  than  the  governor's,  are  in- 
troduced. 

Foster  is  committed  to  showing  the 
people  that  it  is  possible  for  a  governor  to 
keep  his  campaign  promises  and  to  re- 
storing the  public's  faith  and  trust  in 
elected  officials.  He  is  not  doing  this  the 
easy  way,  either.  The  outline  of  issues  for 
the  special  session  (see  following  list) 
indicate  that  Foster  will  be  taking  on 
strong  opposition  from  several  special 
interest  groups,  notably  trial  lawyers, 
gambling  proponents,  anti-gun  forces, 


higher  education  boards,  local  school 
boards  and  insurance  interests.  This  ses- 
sion is  going  to  be  interesting! 

Issues  of  the  special  session  include: 

•  A  statewide  referendum  to  end  video 
poker,  land  and  riverboat  casinos, 
and  local  options  to  do  the  same.  This 
will  be  an  all-or-nothing  vote;  do 
away  with  video  poker,  do  away 
with  the  others.  Charitable  gaming, 
horse  racing  and  the  lottery  will  not 
be  included. 

•  Voters  will  be  able  to  bypass  the  Leg- 
islature and  put  issues  directly  on  the 
ballot.  This  is  the  "referendum  initia- 
tive" you  have  heard  about;  the  re- 
quired number  of  signatures  to  put 
an  issue  on  the  ballot  will  be  more 
restrictive  than,  for  instance,  that  of 
California. 

•  Allow  law-abiding  citizens  to  carry 
concealed  weapons.  This  bill  will  be 
similar  to  that  passed  in  last  year's 
regular  session  but  vetoed  by 
Edwards,  and  is  more  restrictive  than 
opponents  have  led  the  public  to  be- 
lieve. For  instance,  currently,  anyone 
with  the  approval  of  local  law  au- 
thorities can  carry  a  concealed 
weapon  within  a  parish.  Foster's  bill 
requires  a  background  check,  dem- 
onstrated knowledge  of  the  weapon, 
etc.,  to  obtain  a  permit. 

•  Reduce  automobile  insurance  rates 
for  those  who  elect  to  collect  only  lost 
wages,  medical  bills,  and  property 
damage  when  involved  in  a  traffic 
accident.  Those  who  decide  to  retain 
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the  option  to  also  sue  for  pain  and 
suffering  in  those  cases  would  pay 
higher  rates. 

Constitutionally  protect  higher  edu- 
cation funding  and  supplemental 
pay  for  police  and  firefighters.  Also 
included  would  be  a  provision  that 
would  allow  the  governor  to  intro- 
duce small  budget  cuts  "across  the 
board/'  an  issue  Foster  proposed  as 
senator. 

Place  higher  education  under  one 
board. 

Prohibit  lawsuits  against  state  and 
local  governments. 
Introduce  accountability  to  elemen- 
tary and  secondary  education. 
Schools  that  don't  do  a  good  job  edu- 
cating their  students  will  be  put  on 
probation,  and  then  closed,  if  no  im- 
provement is  seen.  In  these  cases,  stu- 
dents would  be  provided  with 
vouchers  to  other  schools.  Addition- 
ally, a  bill  to  allow  for  charter  schools 
statewide  will  be  introduced. 


Limit  punitive  damages.  While  this  is 
aimed  at  fixing  the  harm  done  by  the 
famed  Billiot  decision,  which  deals 
with  causation  in  an  accident  involv- 
ing a  hazardous  substance,  it  obvi- 
ously could  have  broader  impact. 
Limit  the  amount  of  damages  in  a 
civil  suit  to  the  degree  of  fault  of  the 
defendant. 

Tighten  campaign  finance  and  ethics 
laws  for  elected  officials  and  lobby- 
ists. Records  of  required  reports 
would  be  computerized;  corpora- 
tions would  be  prohibited  from  con- 
tributing to  races  involving  Public 
Service  Commission  or  the  Insurance 
Commissioner;  Political  Action  Com- 
mittee contributions  would  be  re- 
stricted. 

Prohibit  the  Legislature  from  man- 
dating action  by  school  boards  unless 
the  requisite  funding  is  also  pro- 
vided. 

Introduce  term  limits  for  local  school 
board  members. 


Safety  consultant  Murray  Landry,  right,  presents  a  safety  plaque  to  Michael  Daigle,  president  of 
Savoie  Industries  Inc.  of  Belle  Rose.  The  safety  award  was  given  to  the  company  for  having  a 
"no  loss  time"  accident  record  in  1995.  In  the  background  is  a  photo  of  Clarence  Savoie,  founder 
of  Savoie  Industries. 
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C  LASS 

F  I  E  D  S 

FOR  SALE: 

1993  2-rowLaCane 

FOR  SALE: 

1989CamecoS-30 

Harvester.  1994  2-row 

Harvester  -  $58,000  - 

Broussard  Harvester. 

mint  condition;  1992 

Call  Joe  Beaud,  Jr.  at 

Landini  4-wheel  drive 

(504)  638-6272  or  (504) 

80hp- $16,500 -like 

332-2198. 

new;  LaCane  1/4  Drain 
Machine  -  $550. 12' Box 

FOR  SALE: 

1986Cameco2-row 
Cane  Cutter  -  $75,000; 
1988  2410  Broussard  4- 
wheel  drive  Cane 
Loader  -  $35,000.  Call 

Grader;  Thompson 
Drum  Planter;  10' 
Woods  Cutter;  3-row 
Marker,  Opener;  Misc. 
Equip.  Call  (504)  446- 

Junior  Schexnayder  at 

7873. 

(504)  562-7539  (shop) 

or  (504)  647-6877 

FOR  SALE: 

2  1989  Cab-Over 

(home). 

Freightliner  Trucks,  9- 
speed  with  Detroit 

FOR  SALE: 

Single-row  Broussard 
Cane  Cutter;  a/c,  cab, 
completely  re-done 
since  1995  harvest.  Call 
(318)394-4817. 

Series  60  Engine,  Good 
Condition -$12,500 
each.  Call  (318)  879- 
2494  (home)  or  (318) 
879-7932  (shop). 

FOR  SALE: 

Broussard  Single-row 
Cutter  with  a  Sunstrain 

WANTED: 

Experienced  machinery 
operator  for  1 ,800  ac. 

System.  Completely 
overhauled  JD  Engine. 
Call  (318)  229-6911. 

sugarcane  farm  in 
Iberville  parish.  Wage 
and  benefits  based  on 
qualifications.  Call  (504) 

FOR  SALE: 

6  Single-axle  Transfer 
Wagons;  1  Tandem-axle 

687-3683  or  (504)  687- 
6713. 

Transfer  Wagon;  Grab 
(and  accessories)  for 
Excavator.  Call  Charles 
Waguespack  at  (504) 
265-4179. 

WANTED: 

3-row  Chopper;  8,000 
gal.  Fuel  Tank;  Big  Drill 
Press;  3  Quick  Hitches. 
Call  (318)  365-5368. 
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Don't  Spend 

All  your  Pennies 

Leasing  A  Tractor 


Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty. . .  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

"Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options. 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 


(S 


M&L, 

I  N  D  U  STR  I  E  S 
INCORPORATED 


Inuded  Since  1953 


♦ 


FORD  NEW  HOLLAND 


Houma 

1210  St.  Charles  St. 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 


r\EWHOLLAf\D 


Call  (504)  448-3707 

to  place  y°ur  ad  *n 
The  Sugar  Bulletin 
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Mailing  List  Update 

O    Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front  cover. 

□    I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  Please  remove  my 
name  from  your  mailing  list. 

Name 


Address 


City State Zip 

Mail  to:  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

P.  O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


SUGARCANE  GROWERS 
START  WITH  PROWL, 
FINISH  WITH  PRIDE. 


PROWL 


3.3  EC  ~" 


-  ._ — 


Sugarcane  growers  count  on  the  proven  performance  of  PROWL"  herbicide  for  season-long 

control  of  tough  grasses  and  key  broadleaf  weeds.  PROWL  delivers  consistent  control  of  tough 

grasses  like  itchgrass,  browntop  panicum  and  seedling  Johnsongrass  while  providing 

application  flexibility  and  value.  You  can  also  tank  mix  PROWL  with  almost  any  other 

registered  herbicide.  This  season,  start  with  PROWL  and  finish  with  pride. 

See  your  Cyawimid  hgriCentef  dealer; 


PR&WL 
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PROVEN 


Cane  Harvesting  x^   Equipment 

LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-9826      (504)  447-3776 


Made 

in 

Louisiana 


CAMECO 


For  the 

Louisiana 

Sugar  Industry 


Cane  Combine  Harvester 


Cut  with  the  best! 
CAMECO 


^ifl!iiite^ 


For  more  details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES.  INC. 


N.  10th  St.  &  Coulon  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Phone  (504)  447-7285 
FAX  (504)  447-5735 


400  S.  Canal  St. 
Jeancrettc,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)  276-6314 

FAX  (318)  276-9827 
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THE        COVER 


Iberia  Sugar  Cooperative  Inc. 
New  Iberia,  La. 


This  Cooperative  was  established 
and  a  new  factory  built  in  1937. 
There  were  12  founding  mem- 
bers and  today  the  membership  is  86. 
Members  supply  approximately  74  per- 
cent of  the  cane  with  the  remaining  26 
percent  being  supplied  by  outside  grow- 
ers. 

Iberia  Factory  is  located  on  a  170-acre 
site  on  the  northwest  edge  of  New  Iberia 
and  is  one  of  the  closest  mills  to  the  cane 
growing  areas  in  the  north  and  west  of 
the  state.  The  factory  began  by  process- 
ing 92,000  tons  of  cane  in  its  first  year  of 
operation  and  it  recently  processed  its 
largest  crop  of  452,000  tons.  The  factory 


capacity  was  increased  between  1987 
and  1991  by  the  addition  of  evaporator, 
juice  heater,  mills  and  filter  stations. 
Plans  are  presently  in  place  to  improve 
the  efficiency  by  modernizing  the  juice 
extraction  and  molasses  extraction  sta- 
tions. Road,  rail  and  barge  systems  are 
used  in  the  transportation  of  cane  to  and 
sugar  and  molasses  from  the  factory. 
Since  1993  the  factory  has  been  milling 
combine  harvested  cane  and  is  continu- 
ing to  upgrade  the  facilities  to  handle  a 
variety  of  cane  transport  systems.  The 
cooperative  remains  optimistic  about 
the  future  and  looks  forward  to  contin- 
ued success. 
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FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS. 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 
Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 
working  fields  and  farms 
around  the  world.  And  with 
over  65  million  hours  of 
rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 
they've  proven  what  a  differ- 
ence durability,  reliability  and 
performance  can  make. 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 
tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 
215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 

Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)667-6535 


diesel  engine  —  the  definition 
of  pure  agricultural  power. 
Not  to  mention  the  standard 
1 8-speed  full-powershift 
transmission  that  gives  you 
complete  control  of  18  forward 
and  four  reverse  speeds,  as 
well  as  an  optional  creeper 
transmission  that  adds  six  for- 
ward and  two  reverse  speeds. 
Yet  with  all  that  performance, 
there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 
fort. The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 

Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


luxury.  From  the  economically 
designed  seat  to  the  smart 
layout  of  the  controls,  you're 
surrounded  with  features  that 
make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 
day's  work. 

If  you're  looking  for  a 
proven  tractor  with  all  the 
assets  you  need  to  maximize 
productivity,  be  sure  to  test 
drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 
don't  just  take  our  word  for  it. 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 
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UPFRONT       WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Farm  Bill  Thank  You 


During  the  past  several  issues  of 
the  Bulletin,  I  have  addressed 
the  issue  of  changes  to  the  way 
we  operate  as  a  result  of  the  farm  bill, 
and  in  particular,  the  sugar  provisions. 
The  first  thing  that  I  should  have  done, 
and  I  apologize  for  not  doing  so,  was  to 
express  a  sincere  'Thank  You"  to  those 
people  that  gave  up  their  time  during 
the  sugar  negotiations  and  the  lobbying 
process  that  ensued  prior  to  the  passage 
of  the  farm  bill. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  people 
from  the  Louisiana  industry  who  trav- 
eled to  Washington  or  elsewhere  to  ei- 
ther negotiate  the  sugar  language  or 
went  to  Washington  to  lobby  the  "Hill." 
If  any  of  you  reading  this  article  are  so 
inclined,  a  short  thank  you  note  is  not 
discouraged. 

Jerry  McKee 
Laurel  Valley  Pltn. 
P.  O.  Box  702 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Charles  Thibaut 
Evan  Hall  Sugar  Cooperative 
P.  O.  Box  431 
Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

David  Allain 
A.V.  Allain  &  Sons 
4708  Chitimacha  Trail 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Brett  Allain 
P.  O.  Box  995 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 


Bert  Beyt 

St.  Mary  Sugar  Cooperative 

P.  O.  Box  269 

Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Neal  Bolton 

St.  James  Sugar  Cooperative 

P.  O.  Box  67 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

Paul  Borron  III 
P.  O.  Box  679 
Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Brian  Breaux 
Louisiana  Farm  Bureau 
P.  O.  Box  95004 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

Craig  Caillier 
Sterling  Sugars 
P.  O.  Box  572 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

Pete  deGravelles 
P.  O.  Box  80918 
Lafayette,  LA  70598 

Dan  Duplantis 
Raceland  Sugars  Inc. 
P.  O.  Box  159 
Raceland,  LA  70394 

Tom  Ellender 
Ellender  Farms  Inc. 
233  Hwy.  55 
Bourg,  LA  70343 


Dean  Gravois 
21222  Hwy.  20 
Vacherie,  LA  70090 


Carlton  Townsend 
Rt.  2  Box  2 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 


Greg  Gravois 

2975  Valcour  Aime  Lane 

Vacherie,  LA  70090 

Bubba  Guidry 
Hanks  Farm 
P.  O.  Box  30568 
Lafayette,  LA  70593 

Tim  Hebert 
Hebert  Bros.  Farm 
1842  Acadia  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Clyde  Holloway 
P.  O.  Box  339 
Forest  Hill,  LA  71430 

Randy  Howard 
ArgentBank 
P.  O.  Box  819 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Joe  Judice 
Judice  Bros. 
5515  Daspit  Rd. 
New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

A.J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois 
Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Products 
P.  O.  Box  697 
Baldwin,  LA  70514 

Frankie  Sotile  Jr. 
2208  Thibaut  Dr. 
Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 


Additionally,  I  would  personally  like 
to  thank  each  and  everyone  of  the 
people  listed  above  for  all  the  help,  guid- 
ance, support  and  dedication  they  have 
shown  to  this  industry  and  to  me  during 
the  past  two  years.  Thank  you! 

Lobbying  of  the  Hill 
by  David  Kragnes 

David  is  a  sugar  beet  grower  from 
Felton,  Minn.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing David  and  other  sugar  growers  from 
the  other  parts  of  this  country  during  the 
past  two  years.  He  penned  a  poem  I 
thought  I'd  share  with  you  -  it's  appro- 
priate! 

I  went  along  to  Washington 

To  try  and  pass  a  bill, 
To  speak  with  those  in  Congress 

And  lobby  on  the  Hill. 

There  were  a  number  of  us 

Who  made  the  trek  out  there. 

We  needed  all  the  extra  help 

The  folks  back  home  could  spare. 

We  worked  with  sugar  farmers 

From  all  across  the  land 
Union  folks  who  run  our  mills 

Came  out  to  lend  a  hand. 

The  Growers  Association 

Again  proved  worth  the  cost. 

Without  their  expert  leadership 
All  would  have  been  lost. 


Jackie  Theriot 

LA  Sugar  Cane  Cooperative 

P.  O.  Box  236 

Breaux  Bridge,  LA  70517 


We  gathered  at  a  meeting 

To  get  it  planned  just  right. 

The  users  and  refiners 
Were  set  up  for  a  fight. 


Information  was  the  key; 

Our  answers  were  the  best. 
But  getting  them  to  listen 

Proved  to  be  the  test. 

We  dashed  to  each  appointment 

Like  we  were  in  a  tizzy. 
Then  sat  and  waited  for  the  staff 

Who  always  were  too  busy. 

After  giving  our  best  shot 
We  went  to  watch  debate. 

What  we  saw  out  on  the  floor 
Is  something  you  could  hate. 

If  debate's  the  proper  word 

Why  was  there  so  much  yelling? 

To  disagree  is  acceptable; 

What  are  these  lies  they're  telling? 

The  big  guy  pounds  his  gavel 
The  next  one  starts  right  in 

Like  a  salesmen  selling  snake  oil, 
Or  a  preacher  stopping  sin. 

Can  this  be  the  way  it  goes 

Out  here  day  after  day? 
Can't  these  people  just  be  nice 

Have  something  good  to  say? 

I'm  not  sure  if  the  most  disgusting 

Thing  I  ever  saw 
Was  someone  making  sausage 

Or  these  folks  making  law. 


Observing  the  Sugarcane  Fields 

I  was  returning  from  a  meeting  in 
Baton  Rouge  on  April  15  and  since  I  was 
a  passenger  in  the  car,  I  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  observe  the  sugarcane  fields  that 
I  passed  on  the  way. 

What  I  saw  was  not  very  encourag- 
ing and  the  weather  was  still  cooler  than 
the  norm,  but  I  am  hopeful  that  the  crop 
will  come  around. 

In  the  meantime,  I  made  several 


phone  calls  to  attempt  to  ascertain 
whether  crop  insurance  was  put  into 
effect  or  whether  the  availability  of  some 
form  of  disaster  declaration  could  be 
implemented. 

I  pray  that  we  do  not  have  to  utilize 
any  of  this  information,  once  I  have  ob- 
tained it;  and,  I  also  hope  that  all  of  you 
will  have  the  good  fortune  of  a  good 
crop  in  1996. 


Croomate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.415&44 
Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)638-8343 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  1 5  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 
Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 


Don't  Spend 

All  your  pennies 

Leasing  a  Tractor 


Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

'Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 
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FORD  NEW  HOLLAND 


Houma 

1210  St.  Charles  St. 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


President  Clinton  Signs  Farm  Bill 
Into  Law 

On  April  4,  prior  to  Easter /Passover 
recess  and  after  a  contentious  year  of 
heavy  debate,  President  Clinton  signed 
into  law  the  new  "Freedom  to  Farm" 
bill.  Formally  titled  the  Federal  Agricul- 
tural Improvement  and  Reform  (FAIR) 
Act  of  1996,  it  changes  the  future  of 
American  agriculture,  unless  amended, 
until  the  year  2002  when  the  bill  expires. 
The  sugar  title  reforms,  which  greatly 
increase  risk  while  reducing  govern- 
ment involvement  in  the  program,  re- 
main essentially  unchanged  from  what 
was  originally  included  in  budget  recon- 
ciliation.  The  provisions  of  the  bill 
signed  by  Clinton  eliminate  marketing 
allotments,  impose  recourse  loans  when 
imports  are  below  1.5  million  tons,  man- 
date a  1  cent  penalty  for  forfeited  sugar 
and  increases  the  marketing  assessment 
by  25  percent  (a  revenue  raiser  of  $288 
million  over  the  next  seven  years). 

Acknowledging  the  pressure  and 
time  constraints  on  growers,  Clinton 
signed  the  bill  but  expressed  reserva- 
tions while  indicating  he  will  seek 
changes  in  the  next  year.  "I  am  firmly 
committed  to  working  with  Congress 
next  year  to  strengthen  the  farm  safety 
net  and  I  plan  to  propose  legislation  to 
do  so.  I  am  especially  disappointed  that 
the  bill  does  not  provide  as  strong  a 
safety  net  for  family  farmers  as  it 
should..." 

Agriculture  Secretary  Dan  Glickman 


pledged  that  USDA  would  work  quickly 
to  implement  the  farm  bill  but  also  ex- 
pressed concerns.  "Congress  left  us  in  a 
very  tight  time  crunch.  Producers  have 
been  patiently  waiting  for  information 
about  how  these  new  programs  will 
work. .  .1  remain  concerned  that  this  bill 
fails  to  provide  an  adequate  safety  net 
for  family  farmers." 

On  April  11,  USDA  announced  a 
one-time  sign-up  period  of  May  20  to 
July  12  for  producers  wishing  to  enroll 
their  farms  in  a  Production  Flexibility 
Contract  for  seven  years,  through  2002. 
This  is  the  only  opportunity  producers 
with  a  planting  history  in  one  of  the  past 
five  years  of  wheat,  corn,  grain  sor- 
ghum, barley,  oats,  upland  cotton  or  rice 
will  have  to  enroll  with  no  further  addi- 
tional sign-ups. 

Producers  must  continue  to  comply 
with  conservation  and  wetlands  provi- 
sions, with  a  $40,000  limit  on  potential 
payment  in  any  fiscal  year.  Under  the 
new  program,  farmers  may  plant  as  they 
wish,  but  fruits  or  vegetables  may  not  be 
planted  on  contract  acres.  A  producer 
may  enroll  all  or  part  of  the  farm's  con- 
tract base  acreage  in  the  program.  After 
sign-up,  the  producer  may  request  a 
permanent  reduction  in  the  acreage 
without  penalty. 

U.S.  Trade  Rep.  Mickey  Kantor  to 
Head  Commerce  Department 

United  States  Trade  Representative 
Mickey  Kantor  was  tapped  by  President 


Clinton  to  take  over  as  Secretary  of  the 
Commerce  Department,  a  move  Clinton 
hopes  will  eliminate  any  political  fallout 
from  the  death  of  former  Secretary  Ron 
Brown,  who  died  April  3  along  with  33 
others  in  a  plane  crash  while  on  business 
in  Bosnia. 

Charlene  Barshefsky,  Kantor's 
deputy,  was  named  acting  chief  of  the 
trade  office,  but  it  is  expected  that  she 
will  win  permanent  confirmation  once 
she  passes  all  clearances. 

A  former  chairman  of  President 
Clinton's  1992  campaign,  Kantor  was 
appointed  U.S.  Trade  Representative 
three  years  ago  and  is  widely  credited 
with  pushing  through  the  massive 
world-trade  pact  in  1993. 

He  has  also  received  recognition  for 
his  part  in  the  North  American  Free 
Trade  Act  and  in  negotiations  with  Ja- 
pan over  auto  imports.  Kantor  has  be- 
come known  as  a  trade  hawk,  forcing 


tough  deals  out  of  Japan,  China  and  the 
European  Union,  but  will  now  return  to 
these  countries  promoting  American 
products  and  businesses. 

As  Commerce  Secretary,  Kantor  will 
be  expected  to  continue  as  " ambassador 
to  corporate  leaders,  and  someone  who 
will  work  to  ensure  that  business  leaders 
who  supported  Mr.  Clinton  in  1992 
don't  abandon  him  in  this  year's  cam- 
paign." 

World  Agriculture  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates 

On  April  11,  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  released  supply 
and  demand  estimates  for  fiscal  year 
1995-96. 

The  latest  increase  in  the  tariff  rate 
quota,  plus  other  minor  changes,  add 
248,000  short  tons,  raw  value,  to  forecast 
sugar  stocks  at  the  end  of  FY  95-96.  Cane 


SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF    FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL" 


Please  send  me 


copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $  16.95, 


plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  am  sending 
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sugar  production,  completed  during 
March  in  Florida  is  1.77  million  tons, 
30,000  tons  less  than  last  month's  esti- 
mate. Imports  under  the  refined  sugar 
re-export  program  are  reduced  30,000 
tons,  and  exports  are  down  80,000  tons 
from  last  month. 

A  revision  in  the  balance  for  1994-95 
raises  this  season's  beginning  stocks 
slightly. 


tinue  to  monitor  import  requirements 
and  will  take  necessary  action  to  assure 
sufficient  sugar  supplies  in  the  domestic 
market. 

Further,  the  USDA  is  monitoring  the 
export  intentions  of  foreign  suppliers 
and  will  take  action  in  conjunction  with 
the  U.S.  Trade  Representative,  including 
reallocation  if  necessary,  to  facilitate  the 
timely  arrival  of  TRQ  allocations. 


USDA  Announces  Tariff  Rate-Quota 
Increase 

In  an  announcement  by  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  dated 
April  1,  Agriculture  Secretary  Dan 
Glickman  announced  that  the  fiscal  year 
tariff  rate  quota  for  raw  cane  sugar  has 
been  increased  by  200,000  metric  tons. 
The  fiscal  year  1996  TRQ  is  now  set  at 
2,017,195  metric  tons. 

The  Department  said  it  would  con- 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Baton  Rouge 
(504)  293-2691 
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Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (318)  367-8233 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 


Landlorming 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane — 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits 
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Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 
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It  Pays  To  Do  Business  With 
First  South  PCA! 


Did  you  get  a  patronage  refund  check  from  your  agricultural 

lender?  If  not  you  need  to  talk  to  a  loan  officer  at 

First  South  Production  Credit  Association. 

Give  us  a  call  about  the  details  of  a  patronage  refund  and 
our  diverse  loan  products. 


FIRST  SOUTH 
PRODUCTION  CREDIT  ASSOCIATION 

Serving  Alabama,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi 


New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Combine  Harvesting 
Crop  Report 


During  1995,  more  than  4  per- 
cent of  the  state's  tonnage  was 
harvested  with  combine  har- 
vesters. Having  come  from  virtually  no 
combine  usage  a  few  years  ago,  the  acre- 
age cut  by  combines  is  far  ahead  of  any 
prediction  made  by  industry  members, 
other  than  perhaps  some  of  the  equip- 
ment salesmen.  As  the  number  of  grow- 
ers that  use  combine  harvesters  increase, 
there  are  numerous  concerns  which  be- 
come obvious.  Many  industry  members 
attended  the  February  meeting  of  the 
ASSCT  in  Baton  Rouge  where  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  on  combine 
harvesting.  Information  was  presented 
on  many  aspects  of  alternative  harvest- 
ing methods  and  many  new  questions 
were  raised.  This  article  deals  with  a 
summary  of  some  of  the  yield  informa- 
tion that  was  presented  and  some  of  the 
new  questions  that  have  arisen  from 
growers  as  well  as  factory  issues  on  the 
handling  of  cane  billets. 

On  numerous  occasions,  combine 
harvesters  were  compared  to  soldier 
harvesters  on  many  farms  around  the 
state.  Some  of  these  offer  a  true  contrast, 
while  others  had  differences  which  may 
make  the  comparison  less  precise.  How- 
ever, there  were  five  tests,  conducted  on 
two  different  farms  during  1995,  where 
a  combine  harvester  was  assigned  a  por- 
tion of  a  field  and  the  soldier  system  was 
assigned  the  remainder.  In  each  of  these 
tests,  the  cane  supply  was  the  same,  cane 
condition  was  the  same,  weather  condi- 
tions were  the  same,  delivery  dates  were 


the  same,  and  the  test  was  supervised  to 
keep  detailed  records  on  all  of  the  above. 

In  each  test,  pre-harvest  estimates  of 
the  cane  yield  was  made  to  predict  the 
cane  tonnage,  sugar  content  and  sugar 
yield  per  acre.  The  cane  was  then  har- 
vested by  its  assigned  system  and  deliv- 
ered yields  were  recorded.  Scrap  mea- 
surements were  made  behind  each  sys- 
tem. Delivered  yields  of  sugar  per  acre 
were  then  compared  to  predicted  yields 
of  sugar  per  acre  and  losses  were  as- 
signed where  measurable.  An  average 
yield  of  all  tests  can  lead  one  to  inappro- 
priate conclusions  since  the  mean  num- 
ber reflects  only  the  individual  test  data 
that  make  up  that  average.  Therefore,  as 
this  data  is  presented,  it  is  important  to 
understand  the  cane  condition  and  other 
factors  that  make  up  each  test. 

In  the  first  test  conducted  very  early 
in  the  harvest  season  on  very  short  CP 
72-370,  a  statistical  analysis  of  the  deliv- 
ered sugar  per  acre  indicates  that  both 
systems  delivered  the  same  percentage 
of  the  predicted  yield  of  sugar  per  acre. 
There  was  also  no  statistical  difference 
between  the  two  systems  in  delivered 
tonnage  or  sugar  content.  This  test  con- 
sisted of  light  tonnage  cane  (23-24  tons/ 
ac)  which  was  very  erect  and  certainly 
no  challenge  to  either  harvest  system. 
Field  conditions  were  very  dry  at  the 
time  of  harvest. 

In  the  second  test  conducted  on  typi- 
cal looking  CP  70-321,  a  statistical  analy- 
sis indicates  that,  again,  both  systems 
delivered  the  same  percentage  of  the 
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Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  ^S^    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 
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1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 

Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269     Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


predicted  yield  of  sugar  per  acre.  How- 
ever, in  this  test,  the  combine  system 
delivered  significantly  higher  tonnage 
but  significantly  lower  sugar  per  ton 
than  did  the  soldier  system.  This  test 
consisted  of  moderate  tonnage  cane  (30- 
33  tons/ac),  standing  moderately  erect 
in  dry  field  conditions. 

The  third  test  harvested  LCP  82-89. 
Again,  a  statistical  analysis  of  the  data 
indicates  that  both  systems  delivered  the 
same  percentage  of  the  predicted  yield 
of  sugar  per  acre.  As  in  the  second  test, 
the  combine  system  delivered  signifi- 
cantly higher  tonnage  than  the  soldier 
system.  The  core  sample  results,  al- 
though numerically  lower  for  the  com- 
bine system,  were  not  statistically  differ- 
ent from  the  soldier  system.  This  test 
consisted  of  moderate  to  heavy  tonnage 
cane  (33-37  tons/ac)  with  some  degree 
of  lodging.  Field  conditions  were  very 
wet. 

The  fourth  test  harvested  LHo  83- 
153.  In  this  test,  a  statistical  analysis  of 
the  data  indicates  that  the  combine  sys- 
tem delivered  a  significantly  higher  per- 
centage of  the  predicted  yield  of  sugar 
per  acre  than  did  the  soldier  system.  As 
in  the  two  previous  tests,  the  combine 
system  delivered  significantly  higher 
tonnage  than  did  the  soldier  system. 
Again,  as  in  the  third  test,  although  the 
sugar  per  ton  delivered  by  the  combine 
system  was  numerically  lower  than  the 
soldier  system,  there  was  no  statistical 
difference.  This  test  consisted  of  moder- 
ate to  heavy  tonnage  cane  (30-41  tons/ 
ac)  and  was  extremely  lodged.  Field 
conditions  were  wet. 

The  fifth  test  harvested  LCP  85-384. 
In  this  test,  a  statistical  analysis  of  the 
data  indicates  that  the  combine  system 
delivered  a  significantly  higher  percent- 
age of  the  predicted  sugar  per  acre  than 
did  the  soldier  system.  Analysis  of  deliv- 
ered yields  again  indicate  that  the  com- 


bine delivered  significantly  higher  ton- 
nage and  lower  sugar  per  ton  than  did 
the  soldier  system.  This  test  consisted  of 
heavy  tonnage  cane  (35-48  tons/ac)  and 
was  extremely  lodged.  Field  conditions 
were  wet. 

An  average  of  these  five  tests  indi- 
cates that  there  is  a  difference  between 
the  two  systems  in  their  ability  to  deliver 
more  sugar  per  acre  with  the  combine 
system.  However,  it  should  be  noted 
that  this  difference  is  due  to  the  large 
numerical  difference  in  tests  4  and  5. 
Growers  should  take  note  that  under 
these  heavy  and  lodged  cane  conditions, 
there  is  an  advantage  that  can  be  gained 
with  the  combine  system.  However,  in 
the  other  three  tests,  there  was  no  statis- 
tical difference  between  the  two  sys- 
tems. The  conclusion  from  all  this  data 
is  simply  that  in  order  to  gain  a  yield 
advantage  with  the  combine  system, 
you  must  have  the  cane  supply  there  in 
the  first  place. 

Of  course  there  are  other  factors  that 
many  growers  are  considering  as  they 
contemplate  switching  to  the  combine 
system.  Potentially  higher  yields  of 
sugar  per  acre  with  newer  varieties,  re- 
duced labor  requirements,  ability  to  har- 
vest lodged  cane  whether  light  or  heavy 
tonnage,  less  equipment,  are  among  the 
reasons  growers  give  for  making  the 
change  from  one  system  to  another. 
However,  with  this  swap  comes  a  whole 
new  set  of  questions  that  growers 
should  have  some  answer  to  in  consider- 
ing this  expensive  change. 

The  entire  issue  of  cane  transport  is 
crucial  to  efficiency  in  the  combine  sys- 
tem since  without  the  proper  amount 
and  type  of  transport,  the  harvester  por- 
tion of  the  combine  system  is  limited. 
Already,  there  are  numerous  types  of 
transport  equipment  and  mills  have  re- 
stricted themselves  to  which  types  they 
can  unload. 
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Cultural  practices  to  make  a  flatter 
row  to  better  accommodate  the  combine 
are  being  discussed  among  growers.  The 
full  implications  of  flatter  rows  with 
Louisiana's  need  for  drainage  is  an  issue 
that  should  not  be  taken  lightly.  Han- 
dling of  the  cane  mulch  or  trash  that  is 
blown  on  top  of  the  rows  is  also  a  con- 
cern. 

Whether  the  net  effect  will  be  in- 
creased weed  control  and  moisture  con- 
servation or  whether  cane  stubble  will 
rot  under  the  mulch  is  still  an  unan- 
swered question,  and  one  that  will  prob- 
ably vary  from  year  to  year.  Row  size  is 
being  discussed  and  previous  research 
on  4-  and  5-foot  rows  is  being  reviewed. 

Green  cane  harvesting,  as  compared 
to  the  burning  of  standing  fields  prior  to 
combine  harvest,  is  still  an  unanswered 
economic  question.  It  is  widely  accepted 
that  in  order  to  maximize  harvester 
throughput,  burned  cane  is  preferable. 
However,  the  public  concerns  over  cane 
burning  continue  to  be  important  and 
the  combine  offers  a  mechanism  that  can 
help  with  this  problem. 

Whether  green  cane  harvest  proves 
to  be  economical  or  not  needs  further  in- 
vestigation. 

The  increased  time  required  to  de- 
liver the  daily  quota  as  compared  to  the 
two-row  system  has  not  been  properly 
anticipated  by  some  growers.  This  has 
required  combine  users  to  often  times 
cut  at  a  faster  speed  than  desired  which 
in  some  cases  does  not  allow  for  maxi- 
mum trash  removal.  Some  growers  have 
reported  a  false  reading  of  high  tonnage 
in  these  fields  and  also  results  in  lower 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  Realistic  expecta- 
tions of  harvester  throughput  are  neces- 
sary if  growers  are  to  achieve  maximum 
results  from  the  combine  system. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  items  that 
growers  have  expressed  concern  over 
when  contemplating  a  switch  in  har- 


vesting system.  Other  items  that  have 
been  mentioned  include  the  need  for 
additional  high  tonnage  varieties,  con- 
cern over  combine  usage  in  various  soil 
types,  and  obstacles  such  as  short 
blocks,  point  rows,  blind  headlands  and 
low  powerlines  in  the  fields. 

At  a  recent  seminar  at  Audubon 
Sugar  Institute,  there  were  many  factory 
related  issues  that  were  raised.  The 
losses  in  sugar  that  result  from  deterio- 
ration, either  from  cane  storage  or  after 
a  freeze,  are  of  great  concern.  Dextran 
formation  which  normally  accompanies 
deterioration  also  offers  a  problem.  Dex- 
tranase  could  be  a  solution  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  deterioration  problem,  but 
would  increase  expenses. 

Since  billets  have  numerous  cut  ends 
as  compared  to  whole  stalks,  cane  wash- 
ing is  a  concern  in  how  much  sugar  will 
be  washed  from  the  pieces.  Sugar  loss  is 
one  facet  of  the  problem;  handling  of  the 
wash  water  with  increased  sugar  con- 
tent could  be  another. 

Since  there  is  no,  or  limited  washing 
in  green  cane  harvest  especially  since 
growers  will  attempt  to  cut  faster  than 
they  should,  there  will  be  a  higher  fiber 
content  (non-cane  material)  than  in 
whole  stalk  cane.  This  will  result  in  a 
longer  grinding  season  and  more  wear 
and  tear  on  the  factory  components. 
Should  the  factory  attempt  to  use  more 
imbibition,  additional  evaporator  capac- 
ity may  be  needed. 

Losses  in  mill  yard  storage,  not  only 
from  deterioration  but  also  from  han- 
dling, offer  numerous  problems.  Un- 
loading devices  and  alterations  to  feed 
tables  will  mean  additional  off-season 
expenses.  Turbine  power  needed  to 
handle  billets  has  also  been  discussed  by 
the  factories. 

As  with  growers,  the  processors 
come  up  with  new  concerns  every  time 
they  meet.  An  ad-hoc  committee  to  out- 
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line  these  issues  has  been  suggested  and 
will  hopefully  address  the  issues  that 
need  additional  research. 

It  is  hoped  that  with  a  carefully 
planned  research  program,  the  ques- 
tions that  growers  and  processors  have 
regarding  combine  usage  can  be  quickly 
answered  allowing  the  industry  to 
achieve  the  yields  of  sugar  per  acre  that 
newer  varieties  offer. 

Crop  Report 

Industry  personnel  who  travel  the 
cane  belt  are  reporting  poor  stands  in 
some  older  stubble  fields,  especially  in 
the  northern  and  western  areas.  A 
smaller  number  of  first  stubble  and 
plant  cane  fields  have  also  not  come 
back  this  spring  as  well  as  expected. 
Generally  the  poor  stubbling  varieties 
like  CP  65-357  and  especially  CP  70-321 
are  most  affected,  but  in  plant  cane  there 
are  some  fields  in  just  about  every  vari- 
ety, even  LCP  85-384,  that  have  not 
resprouted  well 

In  plant  cane,  some  of  the  poorer 
fields  are  in  black  land  or  appear  to  have 
more  than  the  recommended  3  to  4 
inches  of  packed  soil.  Fortunately,  the 
poorly  germinating  acreage  in  plant 
cane  and  first  stubble  is  not  large,  but 
will  certainly  have  an  economic  impact. 
The  poor  older  stubble  acreage  is  more 
similar  to  a  normal  situation. 

The  frequent  freezes  and  frosts  that 


were  experienced  during  this  winter 
and  spring  have  taken  their  toll  on  these 
fields.  Many  growers  had  gotten  used  to 
keeping  third  and  fourth  stubble  after 
the  last  few  mild  winters.  However,  re- 
ality has  returned  and  growers  now  find 
themselves  with  a  situation  more  typical 
of  earlier  years.  It  is  a  certainty  at  this 
date  that  the  acreage  harvested  for  the 
mill  will  be  lower  than  last  year  across 
the  cane  belt. 

However,  it  may  be  late  May  before 
growers  know  for  certain  exactly  which 
acres  will  be  kept  and  which  will  see  the 
plow.  May  31  is  the  deadline  for  report- 
ing cane  acreage  to  FSA,  but  it  may  be 
difficult  to  know  for  sure  even  by  that 
date. 

Field  conditions  have  been  drier 
than  normal  throughout  much  of  this 
year.  This  would  have  been  good  had 
the  soil  temperature  been  warm  enough 
for  good  tillering.  However,  even  on  the 
date  of  this  writing,  April  16,  morning 
air  temperatures  throughout  much  of 
the  cane  belt  are  in  the  40s.  There  has 
been  good  cultivation  work  on  those 
fields  growers  feel  certain  they  will 
keep. 

Growers  are  advised  to  simply  hold 
on  to  questionable  fields  as  long  as  they 
can  without  spending  much  money. 
There  is  still  ample  time  to  fallow  a  field 
and  fight  weeds  even  with  a  late  plow- 
out. 


For  Sale 


•  1983  Int'l  3688  Hi-Clearance 

•  JD  3-row  Choppers 

•  Grader  blade  12'  on  wheels 


•  1972  JD  402  Top  Console  Hi-Clearance 

•  Rayne  Plane  Land  Level  40'  Long 


Call  Grady  Dugas  in  Parks 
at  (318)  845-4774 
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Bayou  Service  Co.  Inc 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 
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Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA        (318)  229-6415 
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OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'    COMPENSATION    SELF    INSURERS     FUND 

1 01 0  FLORIDA  BOULEVARD  •  BATON  ROUGE,  LA  70802  •  (504)  344-8080  •  FAX  (504)  383-4793  •  (800)  349-3440 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 


Class  Code 
Description 

Competition 

Rates/$100 

LCTA-SIF 

Rates/$100 

Head  to  Head 
Savings 

Sugar  Cane  Milling 

16.71 

10.40 

37.8% 

Sugar  Refining 

5.72 

4.07 

28.8% 

Sugar  Cane  Plantation 
&  Drivers 

15.58 

11.68 

25% 

Clerical/Office 

1.01 

0.61 

39.6% 

Your  business  may  qualify  for  up  to  an  additional  15%  prompt  pay  discount. 

Call  now  for  a  quote  on  affordable  coverage! 
(800)  349-3440 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


by  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Special  Session 


At  the  time  of  this  writing,  the  end 
is  drawing  near  for  the  special 
session  called  by  Gov.  Mike  Fos- 
ter. Many  of  the  governor's  initiatives 
have  moved  quite  readily  through  the 
process.  This  has  been  quite  surprising 
to  many  and  it  is  quite  apparent  that  the 
governor's  tenacity  is  paying  off.  Gov. 
Foster's  three  main  issues  -  gambling 
reform,  ethics  reform,  and  initiative  and 
referendums  -  are  still  not  fully  re- 
solved, but  there  are  three  more  days  left 
in  the  session.  The  issue  of  no-fault  auto 
insurance  appears  to  be  dead  and  it  ap- 
pears that  the  education  issues  will  be 
postponed  until  the  fall,  when  the  gov- 
ernor is  expected  to  call  another  special 
session. 

There  are  no  issues  that  had  any  di- 
rect impact  on  the  sugar  industry,  but 
the  tort  reform  issues  proposed  by  the 
governor  and  included  in  the  call 
achieved  success.  Rep.  Chuck  McMains 
introduced  House  Bill  20  which  would 
repeal  the  present  law  under  which  pu- 
nitive damages  can  be  awarded  in  cases 
involving  hazardous  or  toxic  sub- 
stances. This  bill  was  subjected  to  a  more 
tortuous  route  than  the  other  major  tort 
reform  bills,  and  was  unable  to  fend  off 
a  slew  of  bad  amendments  in  the  Senate. 
However,  the  House  refused  to  concur 
in  the  Senate's  bad  amendments,  thus 
sending  the  bill  to  Conference  Commit- 
tee where  it  was  restored  to  its  original 
form.  Both  chambers  concurred  in  the 
Conference  Committee  report.  The  bill  is 
now  on  its  way  to  the  governor  and  will 


have  been  signed  by  the  time  you  read 
this. 

House  Bill  18,  also  by  Rep.  McMains, 
relieves  the  owner  of  a  building  or  thing 
from  fault  simply  because  of  ownership. 
House  Bill  21  by  Rep.  McMains  allocates 
damages  based  on  degree  of  fault.  All  of 
these  tort  issues  passed  the  Legislature. 
They  are  all  on  the  governor's  desk  and 
should  be  signed  into  law  before  you 
read  this  article. 

The  governor's  call  included  ethics 
legislation.  This  package  of  bills  contin- 
ues to  move  through  the  process  with 
little  opposition,  with  the  exception  of 
enforcement  provisions.  Needless  to  say, 
establishing  the  law  is  important,  but  of 
little  practical  use  if  it  can't  be  realisti- 
cally enforced.  Senate  Bill  5  by  Sen.  Jay 
Dardenne,  which  primarily  dealt  with 
this  issue,  was  gutted  on  the  floor.  The 
Senate,  not  pleased  with  this  turn  of 
events,  will  send  the  bill  to  Conference 
Committee. 

On  the  gambling  issue,  Gov.  Foster 
continues  to  forge  ahead  on  his  desire  to 
have  the  people  vote  on  gambling  "in 
total."  This  week  (April  15  to  19),  the 
video  poker  folks  decided  to  get  on  his 
bandwagon,  figuring  their  best  shot  is  to 
be  lumped  in  with  other  forms  of  gam- 
bling as  opposed  to  being  singled  out. 
Harrah's  and  riverboats  continue  to  op- 
pose the  all-or-nothing  approach,  but 
are  beginning  to  have  some  respect  for 
the  governor's  persistence,  and  are  re- 
gretting how  they  underestimated  his 
ability.  "How  many  lives  does  this  man 
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have  with  this  bill?"  griped  one  gam- 
bling lobbyist  opposed  to  the  "all-or- 
nothing"  approach. 

All  in  all,  it  appears  that  the  governor 
has  had  a  very  good  first  session  and  has 
shown  that  he  will  aggressively  pursue 
those  issues  on  which  he  has  strong  feel- 
ings. 


American 

Sugar  Cane 

League 


206  E.  Bayou  Road 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

(504)  448-3707 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Serving  farmers  since  1965 

Insect  &  Weed  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertility  Management 

RSD  Testing  &  Disease  Management 

Crop  Management  Service 

Henry  Long,  Ph.D.  and  Staff 


P.O.Box  1193,  720  Hwy.  308 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


(504)  446-3520  (office) 
(504)  449-6170  (mobile) 


Assistant  Manager 

for 
sugarcane  operation 


1,500-acre  farm 
lower  Mississippi  River  area 


Position  will  require  some 
office  as  well  as  shop  work 


Send  resume  to: 

Lanaux  Brothers  Farm 

156  Glendale  Plantation  Road 

Edgard,  LA  70049 


Wanted:  JD  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  dutches  •  Crankshafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90Jcanerette,  La. 
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C  L  A  S  S  I 

F  I  E  D  S 

FOR  SALE: 

1988  2410  Broussard 

FOR  SALE: 

1987CAMEC0  2-row 

4-wheel  drive  Cane 

Cane  Cutter;  Motor 

Loader;  4  Single-axle 

Grader  CAT  12; 

Transfer  Wagons;  1 

Reynolds  9  yard  Dirt 

Tandem-axle  Transfer 

Pan.  Call  (504)  694- 

Wagon.  Call  Junior 

3431  or  (504)  937-0318 

Schexnayder  at  (504) 

(mobile). 

562-7539  (shop)  or 

(504)  647-6877  (home). 

FOR  SALE: 

6  Single-axle  Transfer 

FOR  SALE: 

Talbot  Mechanical 

Wagons;  1  Tandem- 

Drum  Planter;  1981 

axle  Transfer  Wagon; 

Thompson  Harvester 

Grab  (and  accessories) 

with  a  Mark  II  Allis 

for  Excavator.  Call 

Chalmer  engine  -  just 

Charles  Waguespack  at 

overhauled.  Call  David 

(504)265-4179. 

Jarreau  at  (504)  627- 
9577. 

FOR  SALE: 

1989CAMECOS-30 
Harvester  -  $58,000  - 
mint  condition;  1992 
Landini  4-wheel  drive 

80hp- $16,500 -like 

WANTED: 

Experienced  machinery 

new;  LaCane  1/4  Drain 

operator  for  1 ,800  ac. 

Machine  -  $550;  12' 

sugarcane  farm  in 

Box  Grader;  Thompson 

Iberville  parish.  Wage 

Drum  Planter;  10' 

and  benefits  based  on 

Woods  Cutter;  3-row 

qualifications.  Call 

Marker,  Opener;  Misc. 

(504)  687-3683  or  (504) 

Equip.  Call  (504)  446- 

687-6713. 

7873. 

FOR  SALE: 

2  1989  Cab-over 

Freightliner  Trucks,  9- 

FOR  SALE: 

3-row  Chopper;  8,000 

speed  with  Detroit 

gal.  Fuel  Tank;  Big  Drill 

Series  60  Engine,  Good 

Press;  3  Quick  Hitches; 

Condition -$12,500 

1987  Peter  Built  377 

each.  Call  (318)  879- 

Model  425  Cat  63" 

2494  (home)  or  (318) 

Sleeper.  Call  (318) 

879-7932  (shop). 

365-5368. 
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UP        FRONT       WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 

WSRO  -  Refiners 


The  Sugar  Association  hosted  the 
World  Sugar  Research  Organiza- 
tion during  the  week  of  May  12. 
As  a  member  of  the  board  representing 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry,  I  attended 
two  days  of  this  meeting.  Realizing  that 
I  am  biased  when  it  comes  to  sugar 
people,  but  at  the  same  time  feeling  that 
I  can  be  an  objective  person,  I  was  ex- 
tremely impressed  with  the  gathering  of 
people  that  do  research  on  sugar 
throughout  the  world.  This  group  in- 
cluded doctors,  lawyers  and  even  an 
English  Lord  and  his  Lady  (which  by  the 
way  are  legitimate  titles).  Nevertheless, 
it  was  a  very  refreshing  experience  for 
me. 

While  there,  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
speak  with  several  individuals  who  rep- 
resent refineries.  As  I  mentioned  in  an 
earlier  article,  I  do  not  perceive  the  refin- 
ers, as  an  organization,  to  be  allies  of  the 
raw  sugar  processors  in  this  country  any 
longer.  On  the  other  hand,  I  would  again 
like  to  confirm  that  the  vast  majority  of 
the  individuals  who  work  for  these  re- 
fineries are  good  people. 

One  or  two  of  the  individuals  that  I 
spoke  with  felt  that  their  industry  was 
wrong  in  siding  with  the  commercial 
users  who  continue  the  attack  on  do- 
mestic sugar  producers.  I  guess  it  is 
good  to  see  that  "greed"  does  not  drive 
everyone.  As  I  look  back  over  the  infor- 
mation that  the  refiners  provide  to 
USD  A,  I  find  that  the  only  time  in  recent 
history  (the  last  five-plus  years)  that 
they  experienced  hard  times  was  an 


eight-month  period,  which  ironically 
occurred  just  prior  to  the  start  of  the  1995 
farm  bill  debates. 

As  I  pen  this  article,  the  refineries  are 
as  healthy  or  healthier  than  they  have 
ever  been.  Their  refining  margins  are 
presently  pushing  double  the  number 
that  they  insist  they  need  to  make  a 
profit.  They  are  holding  sugar  on  barges 
in  the  rivers  and  the  bays  by  their  facili- 
ties because  they  don't  have  the  ad- 
equate space  to  store  it,  while  at  the 
same  time,  causing  domestic  producers 
to  hold  (or  carry  over)  sugar,  which  in 
turn  causes  every  grower  of  sugarcane 
in  this  country  to  bare  additional  cost. 

The  refiners  have  thus  far,  as  a  group, 
continued  their  threats  of  attack  on  the 
domestic  sugar  industry.  They  have  uti- 
lized such  ploys  when  meeting  with 
members  of  Congress,  such  as  pointing 
out  how  many  refiners  had  closed 
through  the  years.  It  is  ironic  that  they 
didn't  point  out  that  the  Hawaiian  raw 
processors  were  shutting  down  or  that 
Louisiana  had  dropped  from  47  raw 
processors  and  1,500  growers  down  to 
19  raw  processors  and  700-plus  growers. 
The  irony  is  that  we  in  the  industry 
know  these  closures,  both  raw  mills  and 
refineries,  were  directly  attributable  to 
efficiency. 

This  same  factor  is  staring  us  in  the 
face  presently.  I  think  the  best  that  I  can 
say  to  all  of  these  refiners,  and  their  ex- 
ecutives who  answer  to  a  board  of  direc- 
tors, is  that  raw  processors  and  refiners 
are  capable  of  surviving  and  making 


money.  The  numbers  reflect  that.  We 
will  all  have  periods  of  times  where  the 
profits  won't  be  as  good,  but  we,  as  an 
industry  in  Louisiana,  can  at  least  be 
proud  of  the  fact  that  we  don't  try  to 
accuse  or  blame  anyone  when  we  have 
problems.  If  one  makes  a  bad  business 
or  judgment  call,  the  only  person  one 
can  blame  is  one's  self.  Thus  far,  the  re- 
finers have  taken  a  position,  rather  than 
look  bad  in  the  eyes  of  their  stockholders 
and  board  of  directors,  that  it  is  better  to 
try  to  blame  someone  else  for  some  not- 
so-good  business  decisions  on  their  part. 
Therefore,  they  choose  to  blame  and  at- 
tack the  program!  I  guess  that  is  called 
survival  for  these  executives;  but,  as  a 
former  legislator  I  know  that  elected 
officials  get  tired  quite  quickly  of  those 
that  holler  "wolf"  all  the  time;  and  I 
think  that  there  is  someone  in  a  wolf's 
outfit  still  out  there. 


Therefore,  my  argument  for  self  suf- 
ficiency still  stands.  As  you  read  this 
article  the  refiners,  as  a  group,  continue 
to  push  for  those  things  that  adversely 
impact  raw  sugar  producers  in  this 
country.  They  are  pushing  contracts  that 
call  for  longer  delivery,  which  means 
more  warehousing  will  be  needed.  They 
are  pushing  to  transfer  the  responsibility 
of  paying  for  shipping  to  the  raw  sector, 
and  they  still  have  and  are  using,  as  best 
they  can,  penalties  and  imports. 

All  of  this  means  lower  prices  to  the 
producer.  So  it  will  be  the  choice  of  each 
and  every  person  in  this  industry,  do 
you  invest  in  those  things  that  help 
bring  self  sufficiency  or  do  you  give 
away  a  penny  here  and  a  penny  there 
until  you  have  given  away  "price?"  That 
"dog"  bites  you  either  way  -  but,  one 
way  is  called  "investment"  and  the  other 
is  called  "giving  it  away"  -  your  choice! 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Dole  Resigns  from  Senate 

Majority  Leader  Robert  J.  Dole 
(R-KS)  announced  his  resignation  from 
the  Senate  effective  on  or  before  June  11. 
Dole's  surprise  announcement  will  al- 
low him  to  devote  his  full  energies  to  the 
presidential  campaign  and  free  him 
from  the  increasing  legislative  gridlock 
that  has  enveloped  Congress  during  the 
last  several  weeks.  His  resignation  ends 
an  extraordinary  legislative  career  that 
encompassed  eight  years  in  the  House 
and  27  years  in  the  Senate.  He  has 
served  12  years  as  Republican  leader,  the 
longest  in  history.  He  has  been  an  instru- 
mental force  in  agricultural  policy  dur- 
ing his  long  tenure  having  served  on  the 
Agriculture  and  Finance  Committees. 
Kansas  Gov.  Bill  Graves  (R)  will  appoint 
a  replacement  for  Dole  through  the  Nov. 
5  election,  when  a  permanent  successor 
will  be  elected  to  serve  the  final  two 
years  of  Dole's  six-year  term. 

Dole's  decision  also  sets  up  a 
struggle  for  Senate  Republicans  who 
must  elect  new  leaders.  Majority  Whip 
Trent  Lott  (R-MS),  the  second-ranking 
Republican  leader,  is  considered  to  have 
the  edge  to  succeed  Dole  as  majority 
leader,  but  could  face  several  challeng- 
ers. Fellow  Mississippian  Thad  Cochran 
(R-MS),  who  ranks  third  in  the  Republi- 
can leadership,  said  he  planned  to  run. 
Others  considering  the  race  include  Don 
Nickles  (R-OK),  chairman  of  the  Senate 
Republican  Policy  Committee,  and  Sen- 
ate Budget  Committee  Chairman  Pete 


Domenici  (R-NM).  No  date  has  been  set 
for  the  election,  but  it  most  likely  will  be 
held  as  soon  as  Dole's  resignation  is  ef- 
fective 

Sugar  Opponents  Continue 
Pushing  for  Sugar  "Reforms" 

Congressional  opponents  and  sweet- 
ener user  companies  are  continuing  to 
push  for  "reform"  of  the  sugar  program. 
In  a  recent  speech,  Rep.  Dan  Miller 
(R-FL),  who  led  the  effort  to  eliminate 
the  sugar  program  during  the  farm  bill 
debate,  conceded  that  opponents  of  the 
sugar  program  do  not  have  the  votes  to 
phase  out  the  program  now,  but  that 
there  are  still  a  lot  of  intermediary  steps 
that  can  be  taken.  Steps  could  include 
allowing  more  sugar  to  enter  the  U.S. 
than  now  permitted  under  the  U.S. 
sugar  import  quota  or  keeping  U.S. 
sugar  prices  from  exceeding  certain  lev- 
els. Miller  said  they  were  looking  at  op- 
tions, but  indicated  one  vehicle  for  ac- 
tion being  considered  by  opponents  is 
the  1997  fiscal  year  agriculture  appro- 
priations bill.  One  group,  the  Indepen- 
dent Bakers  Association,  is  pushing  a 
proposed  amendment  to  the  appropria- 
tions bill  that  would  essentially  gut  the 
sugar  program.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment would  prohibit  funds  from  being 
spent  to  maintain  the  price  of  raw  sugar 
at  more  than  115  percent  of  the  statutory 
loan  rate. 

The  League  and  other  members  of 
the  sugar  industry  are  already  working 


with  members  of  the  House  Appropria- 
tions Committee,  including  Chairman 
Bob  Livingston  (R-LA),  to  head  off  any 
attempts  to  change  the  sugar  program. 

Chairman  Roberts  Speaks 
at  League  Grower  Meeting 

House  Agriculture  Committee 
Chairman  Pat  Roberts  (R-KS),  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  League's  grower 
meeting  in  Morgan  City  on  May  6.  Dur- 
ing this  year's  debate  on  the  new  farm 
bill,  Chairman  Roberts  was  instrumental 
in  maintaining  the  sugar  program  re- 
forms as  the  bill  moved  through  the 
House.  During  the  grower  meeting,  he 
stated  his  strong  support  for  the  pro- 
gram and  pledged  to  continue  to  oppose 
any  new  efforts  to  change  the  sugar  pro- 
gram. Roberts  is  a  candidate  for  the  U.S. 
Senate  this  year  to  replace  retiring  Kan- 
sas Sen.  Nancy  Kassebaum. 

Line-Item  Veto  Legislation  Signed 

President  Clinton  signed  line-item 
veto  legislation  last  month  authorizing 
the  president  to  veto  individual  spend- 
ing provisions  in  appropriation  bills,  tar- 
geted tax  benefits  and  increases  in  direct 
spending,  including  entitlements  and 
the  Food  Stamp  program.  The  law  be- 
comes effective  Jan.  1, 1997.  The  Act  al- 
lows Congress  to  nullify  a  presidential 
veto  by  passing  a  "disapproval  bill"  by 
a  majority  vote  in  both  chambers.  If  the 
President  vetoes  the  "disapproval  bill", 
then  Congress  would  have  to  override 
the  veto  with  a  two-thirds  vote  in  the 
House  and  Senate. 

Swampbuster  Changes  Add  Flexibility 
to  Regulatory  Compliance 

Under  the  new  farm  bill,  changes  to 
the  Swampbuster  program,  which  pro- 


hibits the  conversion  of  long-standing 
wetlands  into  crop  production,  should 
add  greater  flexibility  in  regulatory  com- 
pliance. Changes  include  a  provision 
that  allows  penalties  to  be  waived  for 
those  violations  that  occur  without  ille- 
gal intent,  or  so-called  "good  faith"  vio- 
lations. 

Under  the  "good  faith"  provisions, 
extra  time  can  be  granted  to  restore 
those  illegally  converted  wetlands.  Miti- 
gation options  have  been  expanded  to 
include  not  only  the  enhancement  of 
existing  wetlands,  but  also  the  creation 
of  new  wetlands,  as  long  as  the  basic 
functions  and  values  of  the  land  are 
maintained. 

Categorical  exemptions  allowing 
"minimal  affects"  on  wetlands  will  be 
developed  and  a  pilot  program  setting 
up  mitigation  banks,  or  wetlands  then 
can  be  exchanged  for  other  wetlands 
converted  for  production,  will  be  set  up. 
Cropland  identified  as  being  converted 
from  wetlands  prior  to  Dec.  23,  1985, 
will  not  be  subject  to  swampbuster,  re- 
gardless of  drainage  maintenance  or 
abandonment. 

Crop  Production  Report 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agricultures 
May  forecast  for  U.S.  sugar  production 
in  fiscal  year  1996-97  is  estimated  at  7.13 
million  short  tons,  down  3  percent  from 
the  revised  estimate  for  1995-96. 

Despite  lower  planted  acreage,  beet 
sugar  production  will  increase  slightly  if 
sugar  recovery  from  beets  is  close  to  the 
average  of  recent  years.  Cane  sugar  pro- 
duction will  decline  because  of  mill  clos- 
ings in  Hawaii  and  damage  from  Janu- 
ary and  February  freezes  in  Louisiana. 
Cane  sugar  production  in  1996-97  by 
state,  in  thousands  of  tons,  is  forecast  as 
follows:  Florida  1,760  (compared  to 
1,771  in  1995-96),  Hawaii  390  (435),  Loui- 


siana  800  (1,060),  Texas  140  (137),  and 
Puerto  Rico  40  (37).  Domestic  deliveries 
of  sugar  are  forecast  to  increase  1.3  per- 
cent in  1996/97,  in  line  with  the  pro- 
jected long-term  trend. 

Sugar  production  in  1995/96  is  re- 
vised down  because  of  the  lower- 
than-anticipated  production  through 
March,  and  expected  low  output  in  Sep- 
tember 1996  because  of  the  delay  in 
planting  beets  in  Minnesota  and  North 
Dakota.  Domestic  deliveries  in  1995-96 
are  increased  to  take  account  of  the 
heavy  pace  of  deliveries  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year. 

April  Average  Prices  and 
Refining  Margins 

April  average  prices  are  in  from 
USDA  and  refining  margins  remain 
strong.  The  wholesale  refined  price  aver- 
aged 29.50  cents,  same  as  March.  The 
raw  price  rose  slightly,  to  22.71  cents, 
compared  with  the  March  average  of 
22.57  cents.  The  average  refining  margin 
for  April  slipped  14  points  to  6.79  cents, 
the  first  month-to-month  decline  since 
July  1995,  but  is  still  about  the  highest 
since  1990.  Refiners'  throughput  (do- 
mestic raw  sugar  production  plus  raw 
imports)  is  "near  capacity/7  according  to 
USDA  analysts,  at  about  6.35  million 
tons  for  1995-96. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


For  efficiency  &  accuracy  in 

precision  grading, 
consider  the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  Reduce  man-hours  per  project 

•  Easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 
ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.  0.  Box  108 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-3965 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

*  Fully  Automatic* 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  1 5  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 
Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 


Made 

in 

Louisiana 


CAMECO 


For  the 

Louisiana 

Sugar  Industry 


Cane  Combine  Harvester 


*  -'->-<'  >.-* 


Cut  with  the  best! 
CAMECO 


For  more  details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


N.  10th  St.  &Coulon  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Phone  (504)  447-7285 
FAX  (504)  447-5735 


400  S.  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)  276-6314 
FAX  (3 18)  276-9827 


FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr..  Charley  Richard 

Crop  Report  -  Parish  Field  Days 
Contact  Committee 


Much  has  already  been  written 
and  said  about  the  poor 
stands  that  have  resulted 
from  the  harsh  winter  experienced 
throughout  the  Louisiana  cane  belt.  Pro- 
jections, as  of  this  writing,  are  for  a  re- 
duction in  cane  acreage  and  yield  due  to 
the  sequence  of  freezes  which  killed 
much  of  the  older  stubble,  some  second 
stubble  and  a  little  plant  cane  and  first 
stubble  in  parts  of  the  industry.  The 
northern  and  western  areas  were  most 
severely  affected.  It  is  too  early  in  the 
season  to  determine  what  the  loss  in 
cane  yield  or  sugar  yield  will  be  since 
growing  conditions  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  tillering  period  and  during  the 
summer  months  will  have  a  dramatic 
effect  on  the  actual  yield  that  will  result. 
As  League  agronomists  and  others 
who  travel  the  cane  belt  have  noted, 
there  are  differences  in  stubbling  ability 
following  the  freeze  as  a  result  of  vari- 
etal differences,  seed  cane  quality,  soil 
type,  date  of  harvest  and  other  factors. 
One  of  those  other  factors  appears  to  be 
the  cultural  practices  that  growers  often 
follow.  It  is  difficult  to  identify  exactly 
what  practices  provided  the  best  results, 
but  one  thing  appears  certain  -  the  bet- 
ter job  of  lay-by  that  growers  were  able 
to  do  during  1995,  the  better  chance  that 
field  had  to  make  good  stubble  in  1996. 
Growers  who  were  not  able  to  lay-by 
cane  well  last  spring  generally  have 
poorer  stands  this  spring.  The  same  re- 
sult occurred  from  growers  who  applied 
soil  cover  after  the  harvest  season.  The 


small  amount  of  soil  that  is  thrown  into 
the  cane  stand  at  lay-by  time,  or  after 
harvest,  has  been  said  to  offer  some  win- 
ter protection,  and  this  apparently  was 
the  case  during  this  sequence  of  freezes 
which  occurred  during  December  1995 
through  March  1996.  This  past  winter, 
although  harsh,  is  not  that  unusual  as 
the  industry  is  accustomed  to  freezes 
during  this  dormant  period.  Growers, 
especially  in  the  northern  and  western 
areas  where  these  freezes  tend  to  be 
more  severe,  should  consider  adjusting 
their  cultural  practices,  whether  through 
a  good  lay-by  or  by  post-harvest  soil 
cover.  Both  lessen  the  effects  of  the  freez- 
ing conditions. 

One  of  the  other  factors  growers 
have  commented  on  as  having  an  effect 
on  this  year's  stands  is  the  date  of  har- 
vest during  1995.  Many  growers  have 
now  begun  to  regularly  harvest  some 
second  stubble,  and  first  stubble  later  in 
the  season,  hoping  that  this  will  help  it 
to  stubble  better.  These  growers  realize 
that  plant  cane  is  more  vigorous  and  can 
probably  make  a  good  stubble  even 
though  cut  early.  By  managing  their  har- 
vest schedule  in  this  way,  these  growers 
are  finding  that  they  can  make  better 
second  stubble,  and  in  some  years,  bet- 
ter older  stubble.  Care  should  be  taken, 
however,  since  there  is  not  sufficient  re- 
search data  to  support  harvesting  much 
acreage  in  this  manner  and  stubble  dam- 
age is  always  possible  by  harvesting 
cane  early. 

Another  factor  that  is  very  apparent 


II 


in  this  spring's  stands  is  the  quality  of 
the  seed  cane  that  was  used  to  plant  each 
field.  It  is  very  easy  to  see  the  effects  of 
poor  quality  seed  on  stubble  stands,  es- 
pecially in  a  year  such  as  this  when 
freezing  weather  was  experienced. 
There  is  no  substitute  for  planting  dis- 
ease and  insect-free  seed  cane  and  grow- 
ers should  do  all  they  can  to  make  sure 
they  plant  only  the  best  seed  they  have 
available. 

Weather  data  from  the  Louisiana 
Office  of  State  Climatology  indicate  that 
there  were  at  least  12  freezing  occur- 
rences during  this  four  month  interval. 
This  data  also  indicates  that  most  areas 
of  the  belt  had  anywhere  between  25 
and  45  days  on  which  below  freezing 
temperatures  occurred.  The  last  of  these 
freezes /frosts  occurred  March  7-9  and 
March  20-22.  They  had  a  serious  affect 
since  it  killed  or  damaged  some  of  the 
last  remaining  eyes  on  some  cane. 

Although  some  fields  are  finally 
showing  a  good  stand  of  cane,  the  cane 
shoots  are  short.  As  many  growers  have 
commented,  height  at  this  time  of  the 
year  means  very  little  in  terms  of  crop 
yield.  Probably  the  only  impact  height 
has  now  is  with  regard  to  competition 
with  grass,  which  is  growing  well.  This 
crop  may  turn  out  to  be  grassy  even 
though  it  is  relatively  clean  in  many 
fields  as  of  this  writing. 

Growers  can  do  little  about  the  freez- 
ing weather  that  was  experienced.  Also, 
when  the  weather  pattern  brings  not 
only  freezing  temperatures,  but  warm 
weather  between  the  freezes,  the  situa- 
tion becomes  even  worse.  During  De- 
cember and  into  the  early  months  of 
1996,  weather  warm  enough  to  allow 
cane  eyes  to  germinate  and  shoots  to 
grow  was  experienced.  In  fact,  Decem- 
ber brought  not  only  record  low  tem- 
peratures but  also  record  high  tempera- 
tures to  the  cane  belt.  These  temperature 


extremes  undoubtedly  caused  the 
stubbling  conditions  this  spring  to  be 
more  seriously  affected. 

There  may  be  some  positive  aspects 
of  the  freezing  conditions  for  the  indus- 
try. Hopefully,  some  of  the  disease  and 
insect  problems  experienced  as  a  result 
of  the  unusually  warm  winters  of  the 
past  several  years  will  be  reduced.  Also, 
when  extremes  such  as  these  freezing 
temperatures  are  experienced,  the  vari- 
ety development  program  benefits  in 
that  potential  varieties  that  are  selected 
generally  are  better  able  to  withstand 
these  extremes.  The  newer,  better 
stubbling  varieties  that  growers  now 
have  access  to  were  selected  during  the 
freeze  years  of  1983, 1985  and  1989. 

In  terms  of  industry  losses,  some 
growers  are  now  indicating  that  they 
will  experience  losses  of  as  much  40  per- 
cent compared  to  last  year's  yields. 
Other  growers  are  indicating  that  only  a 
5  percent  loss  is  apparent  in  their  fields. 
Much  of  this  difference  depends  upon 
their  location  in  the  belt.  A  loss  of  25 
percent  of  total  sugar  production  was 
recorded  in  the  1984  crop.  This  followed 
the  disastrous  December  1983  freeze, 
while  a  loss  of  50  percent  was  recorded 
in  the  1990  crop  following  the  devastat- 
ing December  1989  freeze.  It  is  hoped 
that  cane  growth  this  summer  can  make 
up  for  some  of  the  impact  of  the  winter 
of  1995  and  allow  losses  to  be  less  than 
either  of  these  two  years.  The  federal 
government's  Interagency  Sugar  Esti- 
mates Committee  predictions  indicate  a 
25  percent  reduction  in  total  sugar  pro- 
duction for  Louisiana  with  a  value  of 
only  800,000  tons  of  sugar,  raw  value. 

Parish  Field  Days 

The  list  of  parish  field  days  has  been 
published  by  the  Louisiana  Cooperative 
Extension  Service.  These  field  days  are 
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your  opportunity  to  see  demonstrations 
and  research  that  can  help  your  effi- 
ciency as  a  grower.  It  is  important  that 
you  make  every  attempt  to  participate  in 
your  parish  field  day  and  visit  with  re- 
searchers to  let  them  know  your  particu- 
lar problems  and  let  them  help  you  solve 
these  problems.  The  list  of  field  days  fol- 
lows: 


August  7,  4  pm,  St.  Mary  Parish 
Field  Day,  American  Legion  Home, 
Franklin. 

August  8,  2  pm,  St.  James  Parish 
Field  Day,  Welcome  Farm,  Wel- 
come. 

August  9,  9  am,  Ascension  Parish 
Field  Day,  Puddy  Gautreau  Farm, 
Modeste. 


July  11,  9  am,  St.  John  Parish 

Grower  Meeting,  Ag  Center 

Building,  Edgard. 

July  12,  Terrebonne  Parish  Field 

Day,  USD  A  Ardoyne  Farm, 

Chacahoula. 

July  17,  8  am,  Area  Field  Day,  St. 

Gabriel  Research  Station,  St. 

Gabriel. 

July  18,  8:30  am,  Lafourche  Field 

Day,  American  Legion  Home, 

Raceland. 

July  23,  2  pm,  Assumption  Field 

Day,  St.  Jules  Community  Center, 

Belle  Rose. 

July  24,  Vermilion  Parish  Meeting 

July  25,  5  pm,  Iberia  Parish  Field 

Day,  Iberia  Research  Station, 

Jeanerette. 

August  2,  2  pm,  St.  Martin/ 

Lafayette  Parish  Field  Day,  Levert- 

St.  John  Plantation,  St.  Martinville. 

August  6,  Avoyelles /Rapides /St. 

Landry  Parish  Field  Day 


Contact  Committee 

This  year  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  will  hold  its  Contact  Committee 
Meeting  on  the  morning  of  July  31  at  the 
Howard  Johnson  Lodge  in  Thibodaux. 
Additional  details  on  the  time  and  the 
exact  agenda  will  be  presented  in  next 
month's  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin. 

The  theme  of  this  year's  meeting  will 
be  mechanization  and  will  center 
around  planting  and  harvesting.  Data 
will  be  presented  on  the  mechanical 
planter  tests,  as  well  as  on  billet  planting 
research.  Data  on  combine  harvesting, 
effects  of  trash  mulching  behind  com- 
bine harvesters,  and  other  data  on  com- 
bines will  be  presented. 

This  year's  meeting  is  being  planned 
to  provide  you  with  information  that 
many  of  you  have  requested.  It  should 
be  extremely  informative. 

Please  mark  your  calendars  now  for 
July  31  and  make  plans  to  attend. 


Wanted:  ID  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 
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Assistant  Manager 

for 
sugarcane  operation 


1,500-acre  farm 

lower  Mississippi  River  area 

Position  will  require  some  office  as  well  as  shop  work 


Send  resume  to: 

Lanaux  Brothers  Farm 

156  Glendale  Plantation  Road 

Edgard,  LA  70049 


200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 


ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver.  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 


The  seven-year  program  provided 
for  in  the  recently  enacted  farm 
bill  seems  to  be  much  better  than 
no  program,  which  may  be  the  situation 
for  the  cane  sugar  industry  after  2002. 
Survival  of  the  industry  in  Louisiana  has 
always  depended  upon  improving  effi- 
ciency and  productivity,  to  increase  rev- 
enue sufficiently  to  overcome  increasing 
production  costs,  and  earn  a  profit. 
Those  in  the  Louisiana  cane  sugar  indus- 
try that  want  to  survive  will  obviously 
be  very  busy  for  the  next  seven  years. 

Based  on  recent  history,  increasing 
efficiency  and  productivity  has  trans- 
lated into  fewer  and  much  larger  sugar 
mills  processing  more  cane  over  a  longer 
period  of  time.  A  1959  USPHS  publica- 
tion prepared  through  cooperation  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  indi- 
cates there  were  then  48  factories  operat- 
ing, and  the  typical  factory  had  a  pro- 
cessing capacity  of  about  2,400  tons  of 
cane  per  day.  Only  19  sugar  mills  in 
Louisiana  operated  during  1995,  typi- 
cally processing  over  6,000  tons  of  cane 
per  day.  It  seems  probable  that  over  the 
near  term  the  expansion  trend  will  con- 
tinue, but  problems  associated  with 
long-haul  transportation,  especially 
costs  and  cane  quality  deterioration,  are 
not  easily  solved.  Perhaps  other  trends 
will  evolve  in  restructuring  the  industry 
to  deal  with  a  2002  "worst  case"  sce- 
nario. 


If  "restructuring"  of  the  Louisiana 
Sugar  Cane  Industry  involves  mill  ex- 
pansion, there  are  bound  to  be  environ- 
mental consequences.  If  additional  large 
boilers  are  needed,  these  must  comply 
with  New  Source  Performance  Stan- 
dards (NSPS)  involving  continuous 
monitoring  and  reporting  requirements, 
and  if  bagasse  is  used  as  fuel,  scrubbers 
must  be  installed  and  operated.  The 
larger  mills  may  need  a  Prevention  of 
Significant  Deterioration  (PSD)  permit 
for  such  an  installation. 

One  bright  spot  in  the  environmental 
situation  is  sugar  mill  residuals  manage- 
ment. The  term  "solid  waste"  is  not  used 
here  because  the  industry  now  recog- 
nizes residues  from  sugar  cane  process- 
ing as  valuable  commodities  to  be 
handled  properly  and  sold,  or  used  in  a 
beneficial  way  rather  than  wasted.  All 
Louisiana  mills  have  established  and 
implemented  "Best  Management  Prac- 
tices Plans"  that  have  been  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  as  required 
by  the  Louisiana  Solid  Waste  Regula- 
tions. 

All  mills  are  assumed  to  be  in  good 
shape  because  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture's  representative  advised  at 
the  recent  LSU  Conference  that  no  com- 
plaints about  mill  operations  were  re- 
ceived in  1995  from  the  public  or  from 
the  Solid  Waste  Management  Division 
of  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Environ- 
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mental  Quality.  However,  industry  per- 
formance in  controlling  smoke  from 
burning  fields,  and  in  controlling  cane 
debris  on  or  near  public  roadways,  did 
not  receive  any  such  praise.  These  are 
problems  that  must  be  solved  or  the  in- 
dustry may  loose  urgently  needed  pub- 
lic support. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  environmental 
problems  associated  with  any  change  in 
the  status  quo  involve  water  pollution. 
While  it  is  true  that  problems  during  the 
1995  grinding  season  were  minimal,  and 
that  most  mills  now  have  "adequate" 
facilities,  there  were  no  major  rainfall 
problems  to  contend  with  and  some  fa- 
cilities were  nevertheless  pressed  to  the 
limit  of  capacity.  Any  significant  change 
in  processing  capacity  or  procedures 
must  be  carefully  planned.  The  water 
situation  will  also  be  affected  by  the  in- 
creasing amount  of  combine  harvested 
cane  received  at  mills,  and  the  prospec- 
tive increase  in  the  amount  of  scrubber 
water  if  new  bagasse  fueled  boilers  are 
installed. 

The  1959  report  previously  alluded 
to  indications  of  an  average  wastewater 
discharge  at  Louisiana  mills  of  3,700 
gallons  of  water  per  ton  of  cane  pro- 
cessed. Mills  currently  use  much  more 
water,  especially  for  cane  washing,  al- 
though some  mills  now  treat  and/or 
reuse  much  of  this  water,  greatly  reduc- 


ing the  amount  that  must  be  impounded 
and /or  discharged  to  streams. 

Handling  an  increase  in  volume,  or 
pollutant  content  of  mill  effluent,  will  be 
very  difficult  in  most  south  Louisiana 
locations  because  of  a  shortage  of  usable 
space  and  current  wetland  use  restric- 
tions. There  may  be  little  choice  but  to 
improve  reuse  capabilities  and  exploit 
volume  reduction  by  heat-forced  evapo- 
ration (i.e.,  heat  from  condensers  and 
scrubbers). 

Handling  a  significant  change  in  the 
water  pollution  situation  is  not  impos- 
sible but  may  be  cost  prohibitive  in  some 
situations.  The  problem  is  much  too 
complicated  to  discuss  adequately  in  a 
single  article.  Because  cane  washing  is 
often  a  mill's  most  difficult  water  pollu- 
tion problem,  cane  washing  will  be  a 
near  future  subject  of  "Environmental 
Perspective/' 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Serving  farmers  since  1965 

Insect  &  Weed  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertility  Management 

RSD  Testing  &  Disease  Management 

Crop  Management  Service 


Henry  Long,  Ph.D.  and  Staff 

(504)  446-3520  (office) 
(504)  449-6170  (mobile) 


P.  O.  Box  1193,  720  Hwy.  308 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


Maclean  Land  Services  Inc. 

Operating,  managing  and  consulting  on  land,        a/a 
agricultural  and/or  mineral  matters  since  1970.     fij^ 

Phone  (504)  868-4963  •   Fax  (504)  851-6951 

P.O.  Box  3620  •  Houma,  LA  70361 

Paul  Maclean,  President  •  Licensed  Louisiana  Real  Estate  Broker 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


by  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


Special  Session 


The  regular  session  convened 
April  29.  Because  it  is  an  even- 
numbered  year,  the  Legislature 
will  only  deal  with  fiscal  issues  as  de- 
fined in  the  Constitution.  The  session 
will  last  for  six 


weeks,  and  must 
adjourn  no  later 
than  6  p.m.  on 
June  12. 

The  first  week 
of  the  regular  ses- 
sion saw  little  ac-    --—-.— — 

tion.  Virtually  the  only  committee  that 
met  was  House  Appropriations,  which 
is  reviewing  the  Administration's  pro- 
posed budget  bill  for  the  1996-1997  fiscal 
year. 

As  we  enter  the  third  week  of  the 
regular  session,  the  central  issues  are 
starting  to  take  form.  The  Appropria- 
tions Bill  is  expected  to  be  out  of  com- 
mittee by  the  end  of  the  week,  and 
House  Ways  and  Means  planned  to  take 
amendments  to  the  Capital  Outlay  Bill 
May  14. 

The  suspension  of  the  sales  tax  ex- 
emptions, those  exemptions  that  have 
been  "temporarily"  suspended  for  the 
past  decade,  will  most  likely  be  phased 
out  over  the  next  four  years.  Some  of  the 
revenue  from  these  suspensions  will  be 
used  to  overlay  roads,  improve  state 
parks  and  increase  teacher  salaries.  Also, 
a  "replacement"  of  the  Recovery  District 
upon  its  expiration  (the  Recovery  Dis- 
trict being  the  fourth  cent  of  the  state 
sales  tax)  by  a  one-cent  state  sales  tax,  is 
being  negotiated  to  help  maintain  bud- 


get needs  while  State  debt  is  paid  off. 

The  above  "negotiations"  have  been 

helped  immensely,  at  least  as  far  as  the 

governor's  objectives  are  concerned,  by 

a  poll  that  shows  overwhelming  support 

(by  male  and  fe- 

Some  of  the  revenue  from  these 
suspensions  will  be  used  to 
overlay  roads,  improve  state  parks 
and  increase  teacher  salaries/' 


male,  black  and 
white,  old  and 
young,  rich  and 
poor)  of  the  gov- 
ernor, the  out- 
come of  the  spe- 

.___ — „„.,.,.,...,,,, TO    cial  session,  and 

the  administration's  proposed  programs 
set  forth  this  session. 

Recognition  is  due  Reps.  Hunt 
Downer  and  Jerry  Luke  LeBlanc  for  pro- 
viding sufficient  time,  especially  for  the 
"freshman"  legislators,  to  learn  about, 
ask  questions  about  and  review  the  Ap- 
propriations Bill.  In  the  past,  especially 
when  the  bill  reached  the  floor,  there  has 
always  been  the  perception  of  pressure 
to  pass  the  bill  without  amendments. 

Additionally,  to  the  credit  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  Commissioner  of  Administra- 
tion Mark  Drennen,  the  Capital  Outlay 
Bill  has  been  returned  to  its  former  self 
where  projects  and  priorities  actually 
meant  something.  If  the  bill  remains  in 
the  form  in  which  it  was  introduced,  al- 
beit an  unlikely  prospect,  Priorities  104 
would  be  funded  in  the  coming  fiscal 
year.  The  governor  has  stood  by  his  in- 
tentions to  put  as  his  main  priorities  the 
repair  of  state  buildings,  repairs  and 
improvements  for  roads  and  college 
campuses,  and  economic  development 
projects. 
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Ask  your  Land  Bank 
Association  about... 
financing  to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve  land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  Land  Bank  Association 

can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 


If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 
Opelousas  Baton  Rouge 

(318)  942-1461        (504)  293-2691 


LAND  BANK 


EQUAL  HOUSING 

LENDER 


I 1 

SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF  "FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL" 


Please  send  me 


copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 


plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  am  sending 
for  my  complete  order  is 


Name 


Address 


Phone- 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Howl  (Sorry,  noC.O.D.s) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 

107  Silverbell 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 

(318)237-8902 


SPECIAL    VOLUME    PRICES    AVAILABLE    UPON    REQUEST 


.:.-., 

GLASS 

I  F  1  E  D  S 

FOR  SALE: 

1988  2410Broussard4- 

FOR  SALE: 

1986  Single  Row 

wheel  drive  Cane 

Broussard  Cutter  w/JD 

Loader;  4  Single-axle 

Engine,  Good  Shape. 

Transfer  Wagons;  1 

Call  (504)  369-7349. 

Tandem-axle  Transfer 

Wagon.  Call  Junior 

FOR  SALE: 

1989S-32CAMEC0  2- 

Schexnayder  at  (504) 

row,  split  chain  control, 

562-7539  (shop)  or  (504) 

piler  extension,  excellent 

647-6877  (home). 

condition  -  $75,000.  Call 
John  Robert  at  (504) 

FOR  SALE: 

1987CAMEC0  2-row 

673-4583  or  (504)  233- 

Cane  Cutter;  Motor 

0002  (pager). 

Grader  CAT  12; 

Reynolds  9  yard  Dirt 

FOR  SALE: 

8650  JD  Tractor -Asking 

Pan.  Call  (504)  694-3431 

$42,000.  Call  (504)  532- 

or  (504)  937-0318 

3160  or  (504)  448-6205 

(mobile). 

(mobile). 

FOR  SALE: 

Talbot  Mechanical  Drum 

FOR  SALE: 

3  large  trans-loader  carts 

Planter;  1981  Thompson 
Harvester  with  a  Mark  II 

(madebyCAMECO); 
1992JD690E 

Allis  Chalmer  engine  - 

Escavator;  1990 

just  overhauled.  Call 

CAMECO  3-wheel  drive 

David  Jarreau  at  (504) 

loader;  2  automatic 

627-9577. 

barrel  planters  (almost 
new).  Call  Caballero 

FOR  SALE: 

3-row  Chopper;  8,000 

Pltg.  Co.  at  (504)  473- 

gal.  Fuel  Tank;  Big  Drill 

3916. 

Press;  3  Quick  Hitches. 

1987  Peter  Built  377 
Model  425  CAT  63" 

WANTED: 

Experienced  machinery 
operator  for  1 ,800  ac. 

Sleeper.  Call  (318)  365- 
5368. 

sugarcane  farm  in 

Iberville  parish.  Wage 

and  benefits  based  on 

FOR  SALE: 

1987CAMEC0  2-row 

qualifications.  Call  (504) 

Cane  Cutter;  Motor 

687-3683  or  (504)  687- 

Grader;  CAT  12; 

6713. 

Reynolds  9  yard  dirt  pan. 

Call  (504)  694-3431  or 

(504)  937-0318  (mobile). 

FOR  SALE: 

3  Mechanical  Drum 
Planters;  41'  Rayne 
Plane  Landleveler; 

Thomson  3-row  Chopper 
w/offbar.  Call  (318)  828- 
2886  (home)  or  (318) 
836-9370  (shop). 
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Computer  User's 
Croup  Meeting 


Howard  Johnson  Lodge 

Thibodaux,  La. 

Monday,  June  24, 1996 


9:00  -  10:00 
10:00-11:00 
11:00-11:45 
11:45-12:30 


Diane  Hendrickson 
Angie  Pickens 
Lonnie  Champagne 
Julius  Hebert 


Red  Wing  Business  Systems 

Lockeby  Ag  Management 

Alternative  Harvest  System  Module 

Introduction  to  the  Internet  and  its 
Applications  to  Agriculture 


There  will  be  additional  information  on  software  available  for  pesticide  record  keeping, 
mapping  and  other  applications.  There  will  be  sample  literature  from  several  software  com- 
panies and  time  for  exchange  of  ideas.  Hope  to  see  you  there! 


20 


Outfield  Variety  Tests  for  1995 


Donnie  D.  Garrison,  USDA'ARS,  SRRC  Agronomist 

Kenneth  L.  Quebedeaux,  LAES'Research  Associate 

Herman  L.  Waguespack  Jr..  ASCL  Agronomist 

Windell  R.  Jackson.  ASCL  Agronomist 


This  report  has  been  written  to  in- 
form the  Louisiana  sugarcane  in- 
dustry of  the  agronomic  perfor- 
mance of  varieties  harvested  in  outfield 
variety  tests  during  1995.  Outfield  vari- 
ety tests  are  conducted  during  the  final 
three  years  of  the  12-year  multistage 
Louisiana  sugarcane  variety  program. 
Outfield  tests  are  planted,  managed, 
harvested  and  evaluated  cooperatively 
by  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station  of  the  Louisiana  State  Uni- 
versity Agricultural  Center,  and  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League1. 

In  1995,  25  outfield  tests  located 
throughout  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  belt 
(10  locations)  were  mechanically  har- 
vested with  conventional  whole-stalk 
harvesters  (one-  and  two-row  models) 
to  obtain  yield  and  harvestibility  data. 
These  tests  were  on  sugarcane  farms 
with  typical  soil  of  the  region.  The  soil 
type,  region,  planting  date  and  harvest 
date  for  each  outfield  test  location  is 
presented  in  Table  1.  Additional  infor- 
mation on  the  procedures  used  for  data 
collection  and  preparation  are  given  in 
the  publications  listed  at  the  end  of  this 
article. 

Figure  1  summarizes  the  harvest- 
ability  data  by  showing  scrap  ratings 
and  the  percent  of  plots  where  scrap  was 
observed.  The  scrap  rating  which  de- 


picts the  amount  of  scrap  for  each  vari- 
ety is  categorized  as  "None,"  "Little  to 
Some,"  or  "Much  to  Very  Much." 

Yield  data  for  all  locations  within  a 
soil  type  and  crop  are  reported  in  Tables 
2  and  3.  These  tables  show  data  for  sugar 
per  acre,  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  stalk 
weight  and  stalk  population;  however, 
only  sugar  per  acre  is  discussed  in  this 
report. 

It  should  be  noted  that  although  the 
results  are  presented  by  soil  type,  statis- 
tical analysis  of  past  outfield  data  sug- 
gests that  the  relative  yields  of  current 
varieties  are  not  affected  by  soil  type. 

Of  the  unreleased  varieties  tested  on 
light  and  heavy  soil  in  1995,  HoCP 
88-739  yielded  significantly  more  sugar 
per  acre  than  CP  70-321  in  plant-cane, 
first-stubble  and  second-stubble  crops 
on  light  soil  and  the  first-stubble  crop  on 
heavy  soil. 

The  commercial  varieties  LCP  85-384 
and  HoCP  85-845  yielded  significantly 
more  sugar  per  acre  than  CP  70-321  in 
plant-cane,  first-stubble  and  second- 
stubble  crops  on  light  soil.  LCP  85-384 
was  the  only  commercial  variety  that 
yielded  significantly  more  sugar  per 
acre  than  CP  70-  321  in  the  first-stubble 
crop  on  heavy  soil.  In  the  first-stubble 
crop  on  light  soil,  the  commercial  variet- 
ies LCP  82-89  and  LHo  83-153  yielded 
significantly  more  sugar  per  acre  than 
CP  70-321. 


1  Researchers  who  conduct  outfield  tests  would  like  to  express  their  appreciation  to  growers  for 
participating  in  the  many  different  stages  of  the  variety  program. 
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Table  1. 

Dates  of  planting,  dates  of  harvest,  soil  types  and  regions 

for  10  oh 

ttfield  lo- 

cations  during  1995  in  the  plant-cane, 

,  fir st- stubble  and  second-stubble  crops. 

Location 

Plan 

t-cane 

First-stubble 

Second 
Harvest 

-stubble 
Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Harvest 

Harvest 

1994 

1995 

1994 

1995 

1994 

1995 

Light  Soil 

B.  Secour1 

09/13 

11/28 

11/30 

11/01 

11/30 

10/16 

Georgia2 

— 

— 

12/01 

11/06 

12/01 

11/06 

Glenwood2 

09/28 

11/29 

12/05 

11/07 

11/03 

10/26 

Lanaux1 

09/22 

12/08 

12/02 

11/01 

11/07 

10/17 

Raceland2 

10/04 

12/07 

... 

— 

— 

... 

R.  Hebert3 

09/25 

11/30 

11/22 

11/14 

11/09 

10/19 

St.  John3 

09/20 

12/01 

11/17 

11/13 

11/08 

10/18 

Heavy  Soil 

Allain3 

09/30 

11/30 

11/01 

11/15 

11/01 

10/20 

Magnolia2 

09/27 

11/27 

11/28 

11/02 

11/28 

10/17 

Oaklawn3 

... 

— 

10/31 

11/25 

... 

... 

Regions 

1  =  Mississippi  River  area 

2  =  Bayou  Lafourche  area 

3=  Bayou  Teche  area 

^yQlJISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

C^C^  WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 


Call 


(800)  349-3440 


for  a  quote 
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Table  2. 

Combined  analyses  of  outfield  tests  on 

light  soil  locations  during  1995. 

Variety 

Sugar/A 

Tons /A 

Sugar/T 

St.  Wt. 

Population 

(lb.) 

(tons) 

(lb.) 

(lb.) 

(No.) 

Plant-cane  crop 

at  6  locations 

CP  65-357 

5776 

23.0 

250 

2.76+ 

16797- 

CP  70-321 

6090 

24.3 

252 

2.54 

19235 

CP  72-370 

6566 

25.8 

253 

2.57 

20330 

LHo  83-153 

6403 

27.1+ 

238 

2.54 

21372+ 

LCP  85-384 

7816+ 

29.7+ 

263 

2.45 

24532+ 

HoCP  85-845 

7043+ 

29.9+ 

234- 

2.59 

23293+ 

HoCP  88-739 

7214+ 

26.4 

273+ 

2.83+ 

18655 

HoCP  90-923 

6380 

25.9 

246 

1.95- 

26428+ 

HoCP  90-941 

6215 

24.5 

252 

2.96+ 

16519- 

HoCP  91-552 

5851 

24.8 

234- 

2.31- 

21741+ 

MSD  0.05 

796 

2.5 

16 

0.13 

1877 

First-stubble  crop  at  6  locations 

CP  65-357 

5656 

24.7 

229- 

2.37 

20874 

CP  70-321 

5950 

24.9 

240 

2.28 

21840 

CP  72-370 

5777 

24.2 

237 

2.05- 

23476 

LCP  82-89 

6726+ 

28.5+ 

235 

2.15 

26865+ 

LHo  83-153 

6919+ 

30.3+ 

228- 

2.34 

25963+ 

LCP  85-384 

7759+ 

30.8+ 

252+ 

1.93- 

32332+ 

HoCP  85-845 

6858+ 

30.5+ 

225- 

2.23 

27283+ 

LCP  86-454 

6556 

28.1+ 

233 

2.95+ 

19207- 

HoCP  88-739 

6792+ 

26.4 

257+ 

2.45+ 

21468 

MSD  0.05 

668 

2.3 

11 

0.15 

2187 

Second-stubble 

crop  at  6  locations 

CP  65-357 

5247 

24.0 

219- 

1.95 

24732 

CP  70-321 

5468 

22.5 

242 

1.89 

24211 

CP  72-370 

5415 

22.9 

236 

1.85 

24713 

CP  74-383 

5279 

25.0 

213- 

1.91 

26285 

LCP  82-89 

5465 

23.8 

231- 

1.80 

26671 

LHo  83-153 

5838 

27.1+ 

216- 

1.87 

29129+ 

LCP  85-384 

7345+ 

29.7+ 

246 

1.73- 

35032+ 

HoCP  85-845 

6245+ 

27.5+ 

228- 

1.90 

29220+ 

LCP  86-454 

5789 

25.6+ 

225- 

2.53+ 

20524- 

HoCP  88-739 

7201+ 

27.9+ 

258+ 

2.00+ 

28291+ 

MSD  0.05 

682 

2.9 

11 

0.11 

3308 

(+)  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which  are 

statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321. 
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Table  3. 


Combined  analyses  of  outfield  tests  on  heavy  soil  locations  during  1995. 


Variety 


Sugar/A      Tons/A 


Sugar  /Ton        St.  Wt. 


Population 


(lb.) 

Plant-cane  crop 

at  2  locations 

CP  65-357 

7653 

CP  70-321 

6819 

CP  72-370 

7442 

LHo  83-153 

7161 

LCP  85-384 

7445 

HoCP  85-845 

7456 

HoCP  88-739 

7830 

HoCP  90-923 

6741 

HoCP  90-941 

6809 

HoCP  91-552 

7367 

MSD  0.05 

1361 

First-stubble  crop  at  3  locatio 

CP  65-357 

6463 

CP  70-321 

5679 

CP  72-370 

6715 

LCP  82-89 

5945 

LHo  83-153 

6137 

LCP  85-384 

7986+ 

HoCP  85-845 

6462 

LCP  86-454 

5542 

HoCP  88-739 

7549+ 

MSD  0.05 

1832 

Second-stubble 

crop  at  2  loca 

CP  65-357 

5275 

CP  70-321 

5268 

CP  72-370 

4369 

CP  74-383 

3639 

LCP  82-89 

3505 

LHo  83-153 

5119 

LCP  85-384 

6238 

HoCP  85-845 

4514 

LCP  86-454 

4754 

HoCP  88-739 

5719 

MSD  0.05 

2941 

(tons) 


(lb.) 


(lb.) 


(No.) 


31.2 

246 

28.7 

242 

30.7 

244 

29.2 

246 

27.2 

274+ 

33.2+ 

227 

29.1 

272+ 

27.1 

250 

26.6 

256 

29.8 

248 

3.9 

18 

29.0+ 

225 

22.8 

250 

27.9 

242 

23.4 

254 

26.1 

235 

30.2+ 

264 

27.5 

236 

24.1 

233 

27.7 

273 

5.6 

31 

23.2 

224 

21.9 

234 

19.7 

220 

17.7 

206- 

15.1 

222 

23.6 

217 

26.6 

234 

20.7 

217 

20.6 

227 

22.2 

258+ 

ns 

21 

2.97 

21055 

2.68 

21379 

2.95 

20741 

2.38 

24644 

2.23- 

24522 

2.73 

24592 

2.78 

20693 

2.17- 

25119+ 

2.90 

18194 

2.37 

25120+ 

0.45 

3331 

2.50+ 

23399 

2.13 

21204 

2.25 

24780 

1.80- 

25965 

2.04 

25832 

1.90 

32075+ 

2.09 

26681+ 

2.57+ 

19260 

2.18 

25544 

0.29 

5441 

1.98 

23214 

2.15 

20449 

1.75- 

22710 

1.53- 

23511 

1.68- 

17259 

1.78- 

26604 

1.47- 

36118+ 

1.82 

23063 

2.17 

18902 

1.80- 

24867 

0.35 

11836 

(+)  or  (-)  denotes  yields  that  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP  70-321. 
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Figure  1. 

1995  Scrap  Ratings  for  Varieties  in  Outfield  Tests 
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Controlling  Bermuda  Grass 


Bermuda  Grass  Control  With 
Gramoxone  Extra  After  Lay-By 

Jim  Griffin.  Weed  Scientist 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center 


From  visiting  with  growers  and 
county  agents,  the  sugarcane  crop 
may  be  as  much  as  a  month  be- 
hind normal  development  for  this  time 
of  the  year.  This  suggests  that  lay-by  will 
probably  also  be  later  than  normal.  With 
reduced  cane  shoot  populations  this 
year  due  to  late  freezes,  Bermuda  grass 
may  be  more  of  a  problem.  From  my 
participation  in  grower  meetings  this 
past  winter  and  spring,  the  major  ques- 
tions concerned  control  measures  for 
Bermuda      grass. 


Bermuda  grass  is  a 
perennial  weed 
meaning  that  it  re- 
grows  year  after 
year  from  under- 
ground rhizomes. 
Bermuda  grass  is 
difficult  to  control 

since  it  vigorously  initiates  growth  in  the 
spring,  often  ahead  of  the  sugarcane.  To 
make  matters  worse,  at  present  there  is 
no  herbicide  effective  on  Bermuda  grass 
once  it  has  emerged  that  will  not  also 
injure  cane.  I  often  make  the  statement 
that  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  control  this 
aggressive  weed  even  in  fallowed  fields 
where  Roundup  is  applied  at  high  rates. 
Rather,  we  should  be  content  to  sup- 
press growth  of  Bermuda  grass  enough 


Bermuda  grass  is  a  perennial 
weed  meaning  that  it  regrows 
year  after  year  from 
underground  rhizomes. " 


to  minimize  the  negative  effect  on  the 
crop.  This  article  will  deal  with  one  as- 
pect of  Bermuda  grass  management 
through  the  use  of  the  herbicide, 
Gramoxone  Extra. 

Gramoxone  is  labeled  as  a  post- 
emergence-directed  treatment  for  con- 
trol of  weeds  after  sugarcane  has  jointed. 
Unlike  Roundup,  Gramoxone  is  not 
moved  within  the  food-conducting  tis- 
sue of  the  weed.  Consequently, 
Gramoxone  injures  only  the  plant  tissue 
contacted.  It  is  im- 
portant, therefore, 
that  weeds  be  ad- 
equately covered 
by  the  spray  solu- 
tion. Gramoxone 
is  fast-acting,  of- 
ten causing  weed 
death  within  a  few 
days.  Since  it  is  not  moved  into  Bermuda 
grass  roots  or  rhizomes,  regrowth  can 
occur.  If  so,  then  why  would  this  herbi- 
cide be  effective  as  an  after  lay-by  treat- 
ment for  Bermuda  grass?  After  lay-by, 
cane  foliage  shades  the  row  middles 
preventing  light  from  reaching  the  Ber- 
muda grass  underneath.  In  essence  we 
are  suppressing  Bermuda  grass  growth 
with  the  herbicide  and  using  the  natural 
shading  of  the  cane  to  prevent  reestab- 


26 


lishment. 

Studies  funded  by  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  have  been  con- 
ducted to  evaluate  the  potential  use  of 
Gramoxone  as  a  Bermuda  grass  man- 
agement tool.  In  our  research,  the  herbi- 
cide was  applied  after  lay-by  when  Ber- 
muda grass  had  reinfested  the  row  sides 
and  middles.  Gramoxone  was  applied 
broadcast  along  with  a  nonionic  surfac- 
tant using  a  single  flood  tip  positioned 
in  the  center  of  the  row  middle.  In  1995, 
experiments  were  conducted  at  three 
locations.  Applications  were  made 
when  cane  was  jointing  and  20  to  30 
inches  tall.  Bermuda  grass  at  that  time 
was  4  to  5  inches  tall  and  covered  30  to 
70  percent  of  the  row  top  and  middles. 
Atrazine  and  Karmex/Direx  were  also 
included  for  comparison. 

Bermuda  grass  control  around  three 
weeks  after  treatment  was  84  to  93  per- 
cent for  Gramoxone  at  one  pint  per  acre 
and  at  least  93  percent  at  two  pints  per 
acre.  Atrazine  controlled  Bermuda  grass 
no  more  than  28  percent  and  Karmex/ 
Direx  no  more  than  50  percent.  Even 


though  differences  in  weed  control  were 
observed,  cane  stalk  height  and  stalk 
population  in  August  were  equivalent 
for  all  herbicide  treatments.  Even  so, 
effective  control  of  Bermuda  grass  after 
lay-by  may  reduce  the  potential  trans- 
port of  Bermuda  grass  in  seed  cane  to 
clean  fields  and  in  harvested  cane  deliv- 
ered to  the  mill.  An  effective  Bermuda 
grass  control  program  in  fallowed  fields 
can  be  negated  if  Bermuda  grass  is 
planted  along  with  the  cane.  Research 
has  shown  that  weeds  in  cane  delivered 
to  the  mill  can  reduce  sugar  recovery 
and  returns  to  the  producer. 

If  you  are  considering  use  of 
Gramoxone  for  Bermuda  grass  control, 
be  sure  that  cane  is  jointing  and  that  the 
herbicide  is  directed  to  the  base  of  the 
sugarcane  stalks  high  enough  to  cover 
the  Bermuda  grass.  A  good  quality  non- 
ionic  surfactant  or  crop  oil  concentrate 
should  be  added  at  the  recommended 
rates.  The  effectiveness  of  Gramoxone 
Extra  on  Bermuda  grass  and  reasonable 
cost  make  it  a  viable  alternative,  espe- 
cially in  cane  to  be  used  for  seed. 


Bermuda  Grass  Control 
in  Fallowed  Fields 

Jim  Griffin.  Weed  Scientist 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center 


The  fallow  year  is  especially  im- 
portant in  the  management  of 
Bermuda  grass  and  Johnson 
grass.  Reducing  the  infestation  level  of 
these  perennial  weeds  promotes  higher 
yields  in  both  the  plant  cane  and  ratoon 
crops.  When  weeds  are  not  adequately 


controlled  during  the  fallow  period, 
cane  stalk  population  over  the  crop  cycle 
can  be  expected  to  decline  if  effective 
weed  control  programs  are  not  imple- 
mented. Studies  funded  by  the  Ameri- 
can Sugar  Cane  League  have  been  con- 
ducted to  evaluate  tillage  and  chemical 
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control  measures  for  Bermuda  grass  in 
fallowed  fields.  These  studies  conducted 
in  cooperation  with  Dr.  Ed  Richard  with 
USDA  in  Houma,  served  as  a  portion  of 
Donnie  Miller's  thesis  research. 

Bermuda  grass  spreads  by  both  un- 
derground rhizomes  and  above  ground 
stolons.  The  Roundup  Ultra  label  states 
that  five  quarts  per  acre  may  be  needed 
to  control  Bermuda  grass.  Our  experi- 
ence is  that  even  at  this  high  rate,  it  is  vir- 
tually impossible  to  totally  eliminate 
this  weed  from  fields. 

Weed  control,  how- 
ever, is  more  consistent 
when  the  seedbed  is 
tilled  sufficiently  to 
fragment  Bermuda 
grass  stolons  and  rhi- 
zomes and  Roundup  is 
applied  after  regrowth  occurs.  Our  re- 
search has  concentrated  on  the  compari- 
son of  weed  control  programs  where  fre- 
quent tillage  is  performed  in  combina- 
tion with  Roundup  applications.  Results 
indicate  that  tillage  alone  can  provide 
fairly  effective  Bermuda  grass  control.  In 
most  years,  however,  frequent  tillage 
consisting  of  opening  and  closing  of  re- 
formed beds  is  impractical  due  to  sched- 
uling conflicts  and  weather  conditions. 
The  cost  of  tillage  operations  compared 
with  that  of  Roundup  applications 
would  have  to  be  considered. 

A  cost  effective  treatment  in  our 
study  was  Roundup  applied  at  three 
quarts  per  acre  in  mid-August  five 
weeks  prior  to  planting  following  tillage 
in  mid-May  and  mid-July  For  some  of 
the  tillage/Roundup  treatments  evalu- 
ated, either  Sinbar  or  Atrazine  was  ap- 
plied after  planting  followed  by  either 
Lexone/Sencor  or  Prowl  plus  Atrazine 
applied  in  February  of  the  following 
year  prior  to  Bermuda  grass  emergence. 
In  the  year  when  extended  dry  condi- 
tions followed  the  tillage  treatments, 


Bermuda  grass  ground  cover  on  the  row 
tops  two  weeks  prior  to  planting  was  2 
percent  with  Roundup  plus  tillage  and  9 
percent  for  tillage  alone. 

When  rainfall  followed  tillage  treat- 
ments, Bermuda  grass  ground  covert 
two  weeks  prior  to  planting  with  tillage 
alone  was  32  percent.  Regardless  of  the 
effectiveness  of  the  tillage /Roundup 
treatments,  Sinbar  after  planting  fol- 
lowed by  Lexone/Sencor  in  spring  was 
necessary  for  Bermuda  grass  control.  In 
the  plant  cane  crop  in  May,  Bermuda 
grass  ground  cover 
was  no  more  than  5 
percent  when 

Sinbar  and  Lexone/ 
Sencor  were  used, 
but  was  as  high  as 
47   percent   when 
Atrazine  was  applied  after  planting  fol- 
lowed by  Prowl  plus  Atrazine  in  Febru- 
ary. 

Results  indicate  that  Bermuda  grass 
control  obtained  with  tillage /Roundup 
treatments  in  fallowed  fields  can  be  ne- 
gated if  herbicides  effective  on  Bermuda 
grass  are  not  applied  both  after  planting 
and  in  spring.  This  becomes  an  expen- 
sive investment,  one  that  producers  will 
have  to  consider  before  implementing. 
Furthermore,  findings  stress  the  diffi- 
culty in  controlling  Bermuda  grass  and 
the  importance  of  an  intense  integrated 
management  program. 


Bermuda  grass  spreads  by 
both  underground  rhizomes 
and  above  ground  stolons. " 
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•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

'Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 
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UP        FRONT        WITH 


HE        L  E  AG  U  E 


by  Charlie  Melancon 

WSRO  -  Refiners 


Louisiana  Pepsi 

For  those  of  you  who  are  not  aware, 
Delta  Beverage  Co.,  the  Pepsi  Cola  and 
7-Up  bottler  and  distributor  for  south 
Louisiana  is  producing  Pepsi  for  distri- 
bution in  this  state  using  the  original 
formula.  That  formula  being  the  one  that 
includes  sucrose  rather  than  high  fruc- 
tose corn  syrup.  The  price  of  the  Pepsi 
Cola  will  be  the  same  as  the  other  name 
brand  colas  and  should  be  available 
immediately  on  your  grocer's  shelf.  If  it 
is  not,  I  suggest  that  you  ask  your  grocer 
to  stock  it. 

Additionally,  I  would  also  hope  that 
all  the  sugar  mills  and  growers  who 
have  cold  drink  machines  on  their  pre- 
mises would  consider  not  using  those 
other  colas  and  replacing  those  colas 
with  Pepsi.  Additionally,  each  and  every 
one  of  you  who  feel  comfortable  with 
talking  to  your 
farm  equipment 
dealers,  chemical 
companies  and 
others  that  we  do 
business  with 
should  ask  them  to  consider  changing 
their  machines  or  providing  Pepsi  in 
place  of  the  other  colas  that  use  high 
fructose  corn  syrup. 

This  is  our  opportunity  to  show  the 
buying  power  of  the  industry  by  pur- 
chasing Pepsi,  rather  than  the  other  co- 
las, as  the  beverage  of  choice.  The  more 
Pepsi  that  is  consumed,  the  bigger  their 
market  share.  Then  there  is  more  poten- 
tial for  Delta  Beverage  and  Pepsi  to  ex- 


pand the  use  of  this  product  from  Loui- 
siana to  other  states.  If  the  beverage 
companies  find  that  there  is  a  market  for 
cold  drinks  sweetened  with  sugar  that 
will  mean  more  consumption,  and  that 
consumption  will  include  sugar.  There- 
fore, I  urge  everyone  in  this  industry  to 
drink  Louisiana  Pepsi.  Also,  don't  for- 
get, if  you  are  a  root  beer  drinker,  Abita 
Root  Beer  produces  a  premium  root  beer 
made  with  Louisiana  sugar. 

Let's  make  Pepsi  and  Abita  Root 
Beer  our  beverage  of  choice.  It  helps 
them;  and  just  as  important,  it  helps  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry. 

Louisiana  Legislation 

HB  116  by  Rep.  Bo  Ackal  was  a  bill 
known  as  a  coke-on  catalyst  bill.  This 
legislation  was  drafted  and  introduced 
in  an  effort  to  clarify  present  law  that  it 
was  not  the  intent 
of  the  state  to  al- 
low the  taxing  of 
industries  that 
utilized  by-prod- 
ucts of  a  process 
for  fuel.  Since  bagasse  is  used  to  fuel  the 
boilers  in  the  sugar  mills,  there  was  a 
concern  that  if  this  bill  passed,  the  mills 
would  be  required  to  pay  a  tax  on  the 
bagasse  used  as  fuel  -  thus  the  reason  for 
the  industry's  involvement  in  this  legis- 
lation. 

The  bill  passed  through  the  House 
committee  and  the  floor  of  the  House 
readily  However,  it  ran  into  some  prob- 
lems on  the  Senate  side.  The  problems 


This  is  our  opportunity  to 
show  the  buying  power  of  the 
industry  by  purchasing  Pepsi. " 


were  more  political  than  issue  oriented 
in  the  Senate  committee.  The  bill  passed 
out  by  only  a  one-vote  margin,  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  committee  (who  was 
not  in  favor  of  the  legislation)  voting  to 
send  it  to  the  Senate  floor. 

After  much  debate  and  deliberation, 
most  of  which  evolved  around  politics 
rather  than  issues,  the  Senate  voted  out 
HB 116  with  a  strong  27-11  vote.  Bagasse 
had  never  been  taxed  before.  In  fact,  if 
bagasse  were  not  being  burned  as  a  fuel, 
the  industry  would  be  faced  with  cost  of 
disposal  as  well  as  paying  the  higher 
cost  for  natural  gas  to  fuel  the  boilers. 
There  is  a  two  year  sunset  on  the  bill 
which  means  that  it  will  be  revisited 
during  the  1998  fiscal  session.  But,  for 
now,  that  is  one  less  issue  on  our  plate. 

Other  Thoughts 

The  ink  was  not  dry  on  the  farm  bill 
that  was  passed  in  March  by  the  Con- 
gress before  the  commercial  users  and 
refiners  held  true  to  their  threat  of  at- 
tempting to  legislate  the  sugar  industry 
out  of  existence  on  the  Appropriations 
Bill.  During  the  early  proceedings  on  the 
Appropriations  Bill,  the  refiners  were 
successful  in  attaching  an  amendment  in 
the  Ag  Appropriations  Committee  that 
would  put  a  cap  on  the  price  of  raw 
sugar  in  this  country.  At  the  same  time, 
the  refiners  were  attempting  to  convince 
the  sugarbeet  people  that  this  was  a  raw 
sugar  problem  and  not  a  problem  for 
beet  processors  and  growers.  The  beet 
processors  and  growers  saw  through 
this  "smoke  and  mirror"  early  on  and 
joined  forces  with  the  cane  growers  and 
processors  in  this  fight.  The  language 
was  attached  to  the  Appropriations  Bill. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  knew  we 
could  have  gotten  the  language  re- 
moved in  the  full  Appropriations  Com- 
mittee, the  League  leadership  opted  to 
leave  the  language  alone  on  the  House 


side  with  a  commitment  from  Miller, 
Schumer  and  Kingston  to  not  attack  us 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  through 
amendments  or  parliamentary  maneu- 
vers. 

The  Appropriations  Bill  has  passed 
the  House  and  is  being  sent  to  the  Senate 
where  we  expect  the  Senate  Ag  Appro- 
priations Committee  to  begin  hearings 
immediately  following  the  4th  of  July 
recess.  We  are  very  optimistic  that  we 
will  be  successful  in  keeping  a  cap  off 
the  price  of  sugar  in  the  Senate  side, 
particularly  with  the  strong  vote  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  to  prevent  price  caps 
on  peanuts.  Additionally,  sugar  assisted 
with  securing  votes  to  ward  off  the  at- 
tack on  peanuts  that  was  to  come  on  the 
floor  of  the  House. 

As  I  have  said  so  often,  don't  believe 
that  because  we  have  managed  to  secure 
a  seven-year  farm  bill  that  the  threat  to 
eliminate  the  program,  or  other  political 
and  parliamentary  procedures  against 
our  industry,  won't  be  undertaken  by 
the  refiners  and  the  commercial  users.  It 
is  inherent  upon  each  and  every  person 
in  this  industry  to  do  all  that  is  within 
their  power  to  get  themselves,  and  any 
others  that  they  can  assist,  to  a  point  of 
efficiency  for  the  future.  In  short,  it  is  not 
only  necessary  for  you  to  be  a  good 
farmer,  but  you  must  be  a  good  busi- 
nessman; and,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  each  and  every  grower  in  this  state  to 
become  active  and  involved  in  funding 
the  Political  Action  Committee  of  the 
League. 

A  fund  drive  will  be  started  in  the 
very  near  future,  which  will  become  an 
annual  event. 

If  you  wish  to  be  involved  in  the  PAC 
and  assist  in  raising  the  awareness  level 
of  the  people  in  the  industry,  please  let 
this  office  know.  We  need  every  person 
who  understands  the  need  and  desires 
to  help. 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


House  Appropriations  Bill 
Caps  Raw  Sugar  Price 

Congress  passed  the  fiscal  year  1997 
Agriculture  Appropriations  Bill,  which 
included  an  amendment  capping  the 
price  of  raw  sugar.  The  amendment,  in- 
troduced by  Rep.  Jack  Kingston  (R-GA), 
proposes  to  cap  the  price  of  raw  sugar  at 
117.5  percent  of  the  18  cents  loan  rate,  or 
21.15  cents  per  pound,  approximately 
1.5  cents  below  the  current  market  price. 
Passage  of  the  bill  comes  less  than  two 
months  after  President  Clinton  signed 
into  law  the  seven-year  Federal  Agricul- 
ture and  Improvement  Reform  act 
(FAIR)  which  eliminated  marketing  al- 
lotments and  sought  to  make  the  domes- 
tic sugar  program  more  market  ori- 
ented. 

Under  the  Kingston  Amendment  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture (USDA)  would  be  prohibited  from 
using  appropriated  funds  to  administer 
the  U.S.  sugar  program  if  the  price  of 
raw  sugar  rose  above  the  21.15  cents  per 
pound  ceiling.  The  price  cap  has  re- 
ceived heavy  criticism  from  industry 
experts  who  note  that  refiners  are  enjoy- 
ing their  highest  domestic  profit  mar- 
gins in  years.  If  the  Kingston  Amend- 
ment became  law,  it  would  increase  re- 
finer profit  margins  further  still. 

Many  observers  are  skeptical  that  the 
proposal  would  be  manageable  if  en- 
acted. According  to  USDA  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Farm  and  Foreign  Agricultural 
Services  Eugene  Moos,  the  only  way  the 
USDA  can  lower  the  price  of  raw  sugar 


is  to  increase  imports.  However,  the  re- 
fining industry  is  already  operating  near 
maximum  capacity  and  is  at  a  13-year 
high.  Under  Secretary  Moos  further  cau- 
tioned against  this  approach  due  to  the 
difficulty  in  controlling  both  the  timing 
and  volume  of  imports.  If  imports  were 
increased,  the  USDA  estimates  that  any 
raw  cane  sugar  supply  buildups  from 
refinery  breakdowns  or  surges  from 
ill-timed  imports  could  result  in  forfei- 
tures. Based  on  FY97  projections,  the 
USDA  predicts  the  program  will  cost 
$34  million  in  beet  sugar  forfeitures 
alone. 

Passage  of  the  Appropriations  Bill 
capped  a  tense  two-week  period  of  de- 
bate pitting  members  seeking  full  imple- 
mentation of  FAIR  against  others  look- 
ing to  further  reduce  agricultural  spend- 
ing. Many  members  were  angered  by 
the  fact  that  the  spending  cuts  have 
come  so  close  on  the  heels  of  the  passage 
of  FAIR.  The  furor  began  early  last  week 
when  the  House  Agriculture  Appropria- 
tions Subcommittee  passed  a  markup 
bill  which,  in  addition  to  the  Kingston 
Amendment,  included  nearly  $600  mil- 
lion in  spending  cuts  to  the  Freedom  to 
Farm  Act,  an  integral  part  of  FAIR.  The 
subcommittee  markup  cut  $98  million  in 
direct  payments  where  farmers,  in  ex- 
change for  their  support  for  program 
changes,  agreed  to  declining  but  guaran- 
teed payments  over  the  next  seven 
years.  However,  this  provision  was 
eliminated  by  the  full  committee, 
chaired  by  Rep.  Bob  Livingston  (R-LA), 


and  the  direct  payments  were  restored. 
Critics  worried  that  the  subcommittee's 
action  would  damage  FAIR's  chances  of 
success  since  farmers  are  in  the  middle 
of  a  one-time  sign-up  period.  The  votes 
were  a  setback  to  groups,  including  us- 
ers and  refiners,  who  sought  greater 
cuts. 

An  amendment  to  cap  peanut  prices 
at  $640  per  ton  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of 
234-189.  In  addition,  an  amendment  to 
further  curb  tobacco  programs  was  nar- 
rowly defeated  by  a  vote  of  212-210. 
Noting  strong  similarities  to  the 
Kingston  Amendment,  observers  specu- 
lated that  the  large  margin  of  defeat  suf- 
fered by  the  peanut  price  cap  bodes  well 
for  the  sugar  industry. 

Critics  of  the  Kingston  Amendment 
and  the  peanut  price  cap  argue  that  the 
provisions  contradict  the  free  market 
orientation  of  FAIR  and  further  under- 
mine farmers'  confidence  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  Agriculture  Appropriations  Bill 
now  heads  for  the  Senate  where  it  will 
first  be  considered  by  the  Senate  Agri- 
culture Appropriations  Subcommittee, 
chaired  by  Sen.  Thad  Cochran  (R-MS). 
The  Senate  Appropriation  Committee's 
version  will  then  head  for  the  Senate 
floor  for  debate  and  a  final  vote.  If 
passed,  the  Senate  version  will  be  sent  to 
a  conference  committee  composed  of 
both  House  and  Senate  members.  The 
conference  committee  will  reconcile  dif- 
ferences between  the  House  and  Senate 
versions  and  prepare  a  final  conference 
report  which  will  then  be  reported  to 
each  chamber  for  final  passage. 

USDA  Announces  Another  Increase 
in  Tariff  Rate  Quotas  of  Raw  Sugar 

The  USDA  on  June  12  announced  an 
increase  in  the  sugar  import  quota  for 
the  fourth  time  this  year.  The  increase 
adds  another  165,347  short  tons  and 


raises  the  import  total  for  the  fiscal  1996- 
97  quota  year  to  2.389  million  tons,  the 
largest  import  quota  since  1983-84.  Esti- 
mated refiner  throughput,  which  is  the 
sum  of  domestic  raw  cane  production 
plus  imports,  now  stands  at  6.43  million 
tons  this  year,  also  the  highest  since 
1983-84. 

Current  year  deliveries  already  rep- 
resent a  4  percent  increase  from  last  year, 
the  largest  annual  increase  in  a  decade. 
Given  the  latest  import  increase, 
coupled  with  expected  production  and 
consumption  numbers,  next  year 's  im- 
port quota  will  likely  be  at  least  2.4  mil- 
lion tons  and  could  be  as  high  as  2.8 
million  tons.  As  a  result,  refiner  through- 
put is  again  expected  to  be  large  next 
year,  at  least  as  high  as  6.1  million  tons 
and  possibly  as  high  as  6.4  million  tons. 

Lott  Elected  to  Succeed  Dole  as 
Senate  Majority  Leader 

Sen.  Trent  Lott  (R-MS)  was  the  over- 
whelming choice  of  his  Republican  col- 
leagues to  succeed  Sen.  Robert  J.  Dole 
(R-KS)  as  Senate  Majority  Leader.  Lott 
easily  outdistanced  fellow  Mississip- 
pian,  Sen.  Thad  Cochran  (R),  by  a  secret 
ballot  vote  of  44-8.  The  election  com- 
pleted a  remarkable  rise  to  power  for 
Lott  who  was  elected  to  the  Senate  only 
eight  years  ago. 

Less  than  18  months  ago,  Lott  sur- 
prised nearly  everyone  when  he  chal- 
lenged then-GOP  Whip  Alan  Simpson 
for  the  latter 's  post.  Lott  beat  Simpson 
by  one  vote.  Assuming  Lott's  old  posi- 
tion as  Whip  will  be  Sen.  Don  Nickles 
(R-OK)  who  ran  for  the  position  unop- 
posed. Replacing  Nickles  as  Policy 
Committee  Chairman  will  be  Sen.  Larry 
Craig  (R-ID)  who  beat  Sen.  Dan  Coats 
(R-IN)  on  a  second  ballot  by  a  vote  of 
30-22. 

Lott's  promotion  signals  a  new,  more 
conservatively  idealistic  leadership  for 


Senate  Republicans.  Together  with 
Nickles  and  Craig,  both  former  mem- 
bers of  the  conservative  Senate  Republi- 
can Steering  Committee,  Lott  enters  of- 
fice with  a  reputation  for  an  aggressive, 
hard-nosed  style.  It  is  also  the  first  time 
both  houses  will  be  controlled  by  south- 
ern Republicans.  Lott  emphasized  a 
smooth  transition  and  announced  his 
intention  to  continue  the  agenda  set  by 
Dole  of  balancing  the  budget  and  reduc- 
ing taxes. 

"The  torch  has  been  passed,  but  the 
flame  is  the  same,"  he  said  at  a  news 
conference  held  just  after  his  election, 
comparing  the  change  in  leadership  to 
the  passing  of  the  Olympic  torch.  "Our 
agenda  will  be  the  same  as  the  one  Bob 
Dole  laid  out  for  us." 

Dole  Leaves  Senate, 
Hits  Campaign  Trail 

While  Sen.  Lott  was  holding  his  first 
news  conference  as  the  new  Senate  Ma- 
jority Leader,  former  Majority  Leader 
Bob  Dole  was  on  a  flight  to  the  heartland 
to  kickoff  his  campaign  for  the  White 
House  into  high  gear.  After  more  than  35 
years  as  a  legislator,  the  last  nine  as  Sen- 
ate Republican  Leader,  Dole  said  good- 
bye to  Capitol  Hill  accompanied  by  trib- 
utes from  both  the  Senate  and  the 
House,  as  well  as  from  Republicans  and 
Democrats,  alike. 

On  Thursday,  Dole  gave  his  final 


speech  on  the  floor,  with  tears  welling  in 
his  eyes,  and  ended  to  a  standing  ova- 
tion. Later  that  afternoon,  his  office 
cleared  out,  Dole  walked  out  of  the 
Capitol  as  hundreds  of  friends  and  well 
wishers  lined  the  Senate  steps  to  cel- 
ebrate his  long  and  storied  tenure.  Even 
fellow  Senators  were  struck  by  the  mo- 
ment. "There's  a  sense  of  history.  He's 
one  of  the  Senate  greats,  one  of  the  top 
dozen  Senators  of  all  time,"  said  Sen. 
Bob  Smith  (R-NH). 

Stepping  into  Dole's  Kansas  Senate 
seat  is  Republican  Sheila  Frahm,  who  is 
leaving  her  position  as  Kansas'  Lt.  Gov- 
ernor. Appointed  by  Kansas  Gov.  Bill 
Graves  (R),  Frahm  was  sworn  into  office 
just  in  time  to  begin  revving  up  her  own 
campaign.  The  seat  is  up  for  reelection 
this  November.  Rep.  Sam  Brownback 
(R-KS)  has  announced  his  candidacy  for 
Frahm's  seat. 


Crcmmate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.415&44 
Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)638-8343 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


Maclean  Land  Services  Inc. 

Operating,  managing  and  consulting  on  land, 
agricultural  and/or  mineral  matters  since  1970. 

Phone  (504)  868-4963  •  Fax  (504)  851-6951 
P.O.  Box  3620  •  Houma,  LA  70361 

Paul  Maclean,  President  •  Licensed  Louisiana  Real  Estate  Broker 


^y   OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

Q^—/  WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

can  (800)  349-3440  for  .quote 


Bayou  Service  Co.  loo 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 


h^% 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA        (318)  229-6415 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Contact  Committee  -  Mary  An  Godshal 
1996  Dedicated  Research  Program 


Warren  Harang  III,  Chairman  of 
the  League's  Contact  Com- 
mittee, has  announced  the 
1996  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  July 
31,  beginning  promptly  at  9  a.m.  This 
year,  the  meeting  theme  will  center 
around  mechanization. 

Growers  and  processors  continue  to 
request  additional  information  on  har- 
vesting methods,  especially  in  light  of 
the  move  to  combine  harvesters,  as  well 
as  additional  data  on  mechanical  cane 
planting  and  billet  planting.  For  these 
reasons,  an  agenda  is  being  prepared 
which  will  discuss  most  of  these  items 
and  provide  you  with  valuable  informa- 
tion that  can  assist  you  in  planning  your 
mechanization  requirements  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

The  meeting  will  conclude  with  a 
discussion  of  research  needs  in  the 
mechanization  area.  This  has  been  an 
important  topic  to  many  within  the 
sugar  industry  and  promises  to  offer 
you  an  opportunity  to  direct  your  re- 
search needs.  Growers,  processors,  sci- 
entists and  industry  related  personnel 
should  make  every  attempt  to  attend 
this  meeting.  A  tentative  agenda  fol- 
lows: 


9:Q0  __  9;io 
9:10  —  9:30 

9:30  —  9:50 


Welcome 

Mechanical  planting 

results 

Billet  planting 


>:50  —  10:10   Combine  harvesting  test 

summary 
.0:10  —  10:30  Economic  data  on  cane 


harvesting 

10:30  —  10:50  Factory  concerns  on 
handling  cane  billets 

10:50  —  11:10  Trash  blankets  and  weed 
control 

11:10  —  11:30  Miscellaneous  topics 

dealing  with  mechaniza- 
tion 

11:30  — noon  Discussion  on  mechani- 
zation research  needs 

noon  Adjourn 

Mary  An  Godshal 

Each  year,  the  Sugar  Industry  Tech- 
nologists presents  its  Crystal  Award  for 
Outstanding  Achievement  in  Sugar 
Technology.  The  1996  recipient  is  Mary 
An  Godshal.  She  was  presented  the 
award  by  President  C.  Richard  Donnelly 
at  the  annual  meeting,  held  recently  in 
Durban,  South  Africa. 

Mary  An  conducts  research  at  Sugar 
Processing  Research  Institute  in  New 
Orleans  and  has  been  a  part  of  that  re- 
search group  since  1971.  She  has  long 
been  recognized  for  her  outstanding  re- 
search efforts,  especially  in  the  area  of 
raw  sugar  color. 

Mary  An  was  born  in  New  Orleans 
but  was  raised  in  Panama  where  her  fa- 
ther was  an  executive  with  United  Fruit 
Co.  Her  formal  education  came  in  New 
Orleans  and  Washington  D.C.  She  later 
received  a  graduate  degree  from  the 
University  of  New  Orleans  in  biological 
sciences  and  biochemistry.  Her  career, 
working  in  both  cane  and  beet  sugar 
analysis,  has  led  to  her  involvement  in 


I  I 


numerous  organizations,  including  SIT, 
the  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists,  American  Chemical  Soci- 
ety and  the  Institute  of  Food  Technolo- 
gists. She  has  over  80  publications  and 
has  lectured  in  many  countries. 

We  in  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
are  very  proud  of  the  excellent  work  that 
Mary  An  has  accomplished  and  con- 
gratulate her  on  her  recognition  as  SIT 
Crystal  Award  winner  for  1996. 

1996  Dedicated  Research  Program 

The  Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee  met  earlier  this  year  and  rec- 
ommended to  the  Board  of  Directors 
that  35  projects  totalling  $485,053  be 
approved  for  funding. 

At  its  February  meeting,  the  Board 
gave  approval  to  the  1996  funding  pro- 
gram. A  listing,  by  category,  of  the 
funded  projects  and  the  lead  author  for 
each  follows: 

I.  Crop  Improvement 

A.  General 
Request  for  Supplemental  Funding  in 

Support  of  the  Research  Programs  of 

the  USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane  Research 

Unit,  Houma,  La.:  B.  Legendre 
Base  Support  for  Sugarcane  Field 

Research  in  LAES:  F.  Martin 
De-Trasher/ Highboy  Sprayer  for  the  St. 

Gabriel  Research  Station:  F.  Martin 
Sugarcane  Variety  Development  and 

Production  Research  at  the  Iberia 

Research  Station:  H.  Viator 


Colonized  Vascular  Bundles:  J.  Miller 
Repeatability  of  Borer  Resistance  Mea- 
sures and  Genetic  Variability  of  Sugar 
Loss  Due  to  Sugarcane  Borer  Damage: 
S.  Milligan 
Sugarcane  Cross  Appraisal  Methodology 
(LSU/USDA):  S.  Milligan 

C.  Biotechnology 

Hybrid  Selection  in  Sugarcane  with 
Species-Specific  DNA  Markers:  D. 
Burner 

QTL  Mapping  (A.  Patterson);  Map-Based 
Cloning  (R.  Wing);  Pathogen  Identifi- 
cation of  YLS  (B.  Lockhart):  Interna- 
tional Consortium  on  Sugarcane 
Biotechnology 

Continued  Development  of  Engineered 
Resistance  to  Sugarcane  Mosaic 
Virus:  E.  Mirkov 


II.  Crop  Production 

A.  General /Ag  Economics 
Louisiana  Sugarcane  Farm  Decision 

Making  and  Its  Impact  of  Resource 
Allocation:  M.  Salassi 

B.  Cultural  Practices /Fertilization/ 
Planting  and  Harvesting  Practices 

Use  of  Various  Calcium  Sources  to 
Increase  Sugarcane  Yields:  W.  Hall- 
mark 

C.  Mechanization /Cane  Sampling 
To  Develop  a  Transport  Wagon  for 

Obtaining  Plot  Weights  with  either 
Combine  or  Soldier  Harvesting 
Systems:  C.  Richard 


B.  Breeding  and  Selection 
Sugarcane  Cultivar  Development 

Through  Basic  Breeding:  D.  Burner 
Labor  and  Equipment  Needed  for  Off- 
Station  Nurseries,  Infield  and  Outfield 
Testing,  Harvestability,  Succession  vs. 
Fallow,  and  Date  of  Planting  Tests:  E. 
Dufrene 
Screening  of  Louisiana  Parental  Clones 
for  RSD  Resistance  by  Determining 


III.  Crop  Protection 

A.  Entomology 

Field  Development  of  a  New  Environ- 
mentally Friendly  Insecticide  Control 
of  the  Sugarcane  Borer  (LSU/USDA): 
G.  Reagan 

Rearing  of  Sugarcane  Borer  for  Host 
Plant  Resistance  and  Biological  Control 
Studies:  W.  White 
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B.  Pathology 
Application  of  Biotechnological  Proce- 
dures to  Sugarcane  Pathology:  Diagno- 
sis, Pathogen  Genetics,  Disease 
Epidemiology,  and  Identification  of 
Disease  Resistance:  M.  Grisham 
Production  of  Leaf  Scald-Free  Sugarcane 
Plants  for  Research  on  Yield  Loss, 
Diagnosis  and  Disease  Transmission: 
M.  Grisham 
Pathogen  Detection  Laboratory:  J.  Hoy 
Sugarcane  Pathology  Research:  J.  Hoy 
Detecting  RSD  Bacteria  in  Infected 

Sugarcane  Tissue  by  Polymerase  Chain 
Reaction:  Y.  Pan 
The  Distribution  and  Increase  of  Ratoon 
Stunt  Disease  and  Leaf  Scald  in 
Sugarcane  by  Cultural  Practices:  C. 
Viator 

C  Weed  Control 
Weed  Control  Research  in  Sugarcane:  J. 

Griffin 
Improved  Weed  Control  and  Sugarcane 

Production  Technology:  R.  Millhollon 
Development  of  Cost  Effective  Strategies 

for  the  Control  of  Johnsongrass  and 

Bermudagrass:  A  Look  Beyond  the 

Jug:  E.  Richard 
A  Multi-disciplinary  Assessment  of  the 

Removal  of  Winter-killed  Cane  Shoots 

on  Pest  Management:  E.  Richard 


IV.  Processing 

A.  By-Products/New  Products /New 
Processes 

Textiles  From  Bagasse:  J.  Collier 

New  Products:  D.  Day 

Designing  a  Better  Matrix  for  Solidifica- 
tion/ Stabilization  of  Hazardous  Waste 
with  the  Aid  of  Bagasse  as  a  Polymer 
Additive  to  Cement:  M.  Janusa 

Direct  White  Sugar  Production  with  the 
Two-Membrane  Process:  M.  Saska 

B.  Factory  Processes /Operations 
Energy  Utilization  in  Louisiana  Sugar 

Factories:  H.  Birkett 
Milling  Proposal:  H.  Birkett 
Pilot  Plant  Evaluation  of  an  Evaporator 

Anti-Scaling  Agent:  A.  Hill 
Improved  Clarification:  W.  Kampen 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Insect,  Weed  &  Disease  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertilizer  Management 

Record  Keeping  &  Crop  Management  Services 

Henry  Long,  Ph.D.,  Senior  Consultant 

Dan  Long,  Assistant  Consultant 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

J.  Pontif  &  L.  Guillot,  Scouts 

P.  0.  Box  1193,  720  Hwy.  308,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)    (504)  449-6170  (mobile) 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

*  Fully  Automatic* 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  T  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  1 5  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 
Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 
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Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 


First  South  PCA 
A 

Agricultural  Lender 


Give  us  a  call! 


I4 


HE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


by  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


1996  Regular  Legislative  Session:  Main  Issues 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
main  issues  with  which  the  Leg- 
islature dealt  in  the  recent  ses- 
sion. Many  of  the  issues  dealt  with  at- 
tempts to  prevent  new  taxation,  a  door 
opened  wide  by  court  decision  that  flew 
in  the  face  of  legislative  intent.  Unfortu- 
nately, these  bills  were  interpreted  by 
the  media  as  new  tax  breaks  for  busi- 
ness, an  interpretation  that  was  rein- 
forced by  local  government  and  others 
who  saw  an  opportunity  to  increase  the 
coffers  at  business'  expense.  It  appears 
that  we  will  be  put  in  this  position  of 
defense  if  the  judiciary  continues  to 
think  it  has  the  right  to  set  tax  policy. 

Generally,  the  issues  debated  and  the 
Legislature's  approach  toward  said  is- 
sues revealed  a  more  conservative,  busi- 
ness-oriented, reform-minded  legisla- 
tive body.  While  things  have  not 
changed  overnight,  the  hand  of  Gov. 
Foster  and  his  campaign  promises  were 
seen  throughout  the  session.  The  budget 
and  capital  outlay  processes  were  more 
open  and  straightforward  than  in  the 
past  and  were  not  bloated  with  sacred 
cows  and  political  patronage.  Several 
"good"  business  bills  passed;  most  of 
the  bad  ones  died.  Business  definitely 
won  more  than  it  lost. 

PASSED  -  Suspension  of  Sales  Tax 
Exemptions 

The  suspension  of  the  "traditional" 
sales  tax  exemptions  was  once  again  re- 
newed —  but  will  get  a  one-penny  break 
next  year.  Originally,  HB  196  (Alario), 
the  bill  that  passed,  provided  for  a 


phaseout  of  the  suspensions  over  the 
next  four  years.  However,  it  was 
amended  to  two  years  so  the  Legislature 
can  review  the  situation  at  that  time.  A 
one-penny  tax  will  replace  the  Recovery 
District  tax  when  it  expires,  maintaining 
the  state's  tax  of  four  cents. 

FAILED  -  Interstate  Commerce 
Limitation 

HB  124  (Ackal)  would  have  allowed 
for  sales  taxes  on  certain  interstate  com- 
merce transactions  that  are  currently 
excluded.  In  essence,  this  bill  would 
have  hit  businesses  across  the  board. 

We  were  able  to  keep  the  bill  bottled 
up  in  committee,  although  HB  124,  as 
the  result  of  heavy  lobbying  by  local 
governments,  was  placed  on  the  agenda 
several  times. 

PASSED  -  Uniformity  of  Sales/Use 
Tax  exemptions 
(Constitutional  Amendment) 

The  BP  decision  by  the  Louisiana  Su- 
preme Court  on  this  issue  caused  unilat- 
eral confusion  as  to  what  exactly  "uni- 
formity" meant  in  terms  of  the  law  and 
collection  therefore  of  taxes.  SB  25 
(Hainkel)  passed  this  session,  clarifying 
the  language  and  specifically  defining 
"uniformity"  for  exclusions  and  exemp- 
tions as  levied  at  the  state  level  only,  the 
local  level  only,  or  the  state  and  local 
levels. 

FAILED  -  Power  to  Tax 
(Constitutional  Amendment) 

Constitutional  amendments  require 
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a  two-thirds,  or  "super  majority"  vote  of 
the  Legislature  prior  to  being  placed  on 
the  ballot  for  the  people. 

When  the  Legislature  went  to  its  bi- 
annual fiscal/regular  sessions,  the  lan- 
guage that  defined  issues  requiring  a 
two-thirds  vote  was  expanded.  Several 
bills  were  filed  to  tighten  this  language, 
requiring  a  two-thirds  vote  to  reduce,  or 
suspend,  an  existing  tax  exemption,  ex- 
clusion, credit  or  deduction.  Heavy  op- 
position from  local  governments  led 
to  the  failure  of  these  bills  to  pass 
through  the  process.  The  good  news  is 
that  the  bills  filed  by  local  government 
to  clarify  this  language  to  require  a  two- 
thirds  vote  to  implement  an  exemption 
or  exclusion  for  sales  and  use  taxes,  also 
failed,  bringing  us  back  to  square  one. 

PASSED  -  Reprocessing  Exclusion  for 
By-Products  (Statute) 

Bills  filed  on  this  issue  attempted  to 
clarify  the  tax  status  of  new  items  cre- 
ated during  the  processing  of  raw  mate- 
rials and  later  used  for  fuel  or  resold. 
This  issue  arose  as  the  result  of  the  BP  vs. 
Plaquemines  decision  handed  down  by 
the  state  Supreme  Court  which  ruled 
that  "coke  on  catalyst"  is  subject  to  tax. 
Basically,  HB 116  (Ackal)  stated  that  just 
because  a  raw  material  is  processed,  and 
during  that  process  an  item  of  some  in- 
cidental value  is  created,  it  doesn't  auto- 
matically  follow  that  the  new  item 
should  be  taxed. 

This  was  a  hotly  debated  issue, 
mainly  due  to  the  potential  revenue  loss 
for  local  governments,  and  also  due  to 
the  fact  that  agricultural  products 
were  named  in  the  bill  in  an  attempt  to 
make  this  a  more  "consumer  friendly" 
issue  as  opposed  to  being  strictly  a 
"big  oil"  issue.  After  much  negotia- 
tion, the  bill  passed  with  oil  and  gas 
interests  not  totally  happy  but  better 
off  than  before,  with  the  local  govern- 
ments out-of-luck  and  with  an  exemp- 


tion for  agricultural  products. 

FAILED  -  Custom  Software  (Statute) 

A  decision  by  the  Louisiana  Su- 
preme Court  in  1994,  South  Central  Bell  v. 
Barthelemy,  opened  the  door  for  all  cus- 
tom computer  software  to  be  subject  to 
local  sales  and  use  taxes,  with  the  taxing 
of  professional  services,  a  key  element  of 
the  custom  computer  software  issue, 
likely  to  be  next  on  the  hit  list.  This  was 
contrary  to  legislative  intent,  and  since 
this  year's  regular  session  was  the  first 
opportunity  to  deal  with  the  issue,  sev- 
eral bills  were  filled  to  clarify  the  matter. 

The  bill  that  moved,  HB  103 
(Forster),  created  an  exclusion  and  ex- 
emption for  custom  computer  software, 
and  tightened  the  language  on  profes- 
sional services  to  prevent  tax  expansions 
into  these  areas.  Unfortunately,  the  bill 
met  heavy  opposition  when  it  got  to  the 
Senate  side  and  failed  in  committee. 

Not  easily  deterred,  a  Senate  bill  al- 
ready on  the  House  side  was  amended 
with  the  aforementioned  bill.  However, 
after  heading  back  to  the  Senate  side  for 
concurrence  in  the  House  amendment, 
the  bill  was  sent  to  Conference  Commit- 
tee —  twice  —  and  finally  stripped  of  the 
custom  computer  software  language. 

PASSED  -  Deduction  for  Drug 
Testing  (Statute) 

A  bill  was  filed,  and  passed,  to  clarify 
drug  testing  can  be  deducted  as  a  nor- 
mal business  expense,  as  the  result  of  a 
"clerical"  error  in  a  bill  passed  several 
years  ago. 

FAILED  -  Repeal  Sales  Tax  Exclusion 
for  Pollution  Equipment 

HB  36  (Holden)  attempted  to  remove 
the  sales  tax  exclusion  for  sales  of  pollu- 
tion control  equipment  that  was  passed 
a  few  years  ago.  Facing  heavy  business 
opposition  and  the  fact  that  the  exclu- 
sion had  not  turned  out  to  be  a  major 
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revenue  drain,  the  bill  never  made  it  out 
of  committee. 

FAILED  -  Tax  Increases  on 
Environmental  Matters 

HB  77  and  HB 159  (Faucheaux)  were 
filed  to  increase  the  tax  on  hazardous 
waste  and  to  tax  toxic  emissions.  Both  of 
these  bills  died  in  committee. 

PASSED  -  Double  weighting/Multi- 
States 

Several  bills  were  filed  that  would 
have  impacted  the  corporate  income 
and  franchise  taxes  paid  by  businesses 
with  multi-state  operations,  and  SB  44 
(Ellington)  saw  final  passage. 

Basically,  the  above  mentioned  taxes 
should  be  less,  proportionately,  for  those 
companies  that  have  intensive  capital 
and  labor  interests  in  Louisiana.  Compa- 
nies with  low  capital  and  labor  invest- 
ments in  Louisiana  would  pay  more  in 
taxes.  These  "proportions"  deal  with  the 
double  weighing  of  sales  factors. 

Because  33  other  states  have  passed 
similar  bills,  proponents  of  the  issue  tes- 
tified that  this  bill  will  create  a  level 
playing  field  in  as  much  as  firms  with 
small  capital  and  labor  investments  in 
Louisiana  would  more  than  likely  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  this  law  in  their 
home  state,  assuming,  of  course,  that  the 
"home  state "  has  this  law. 


For  Sale 


Case  Int'l  Hi-Crop  3688 

JD  4020  Top  Console 

JD  3-row  Choppers 

Grader  Blade  -  12'  on  wheels 

850B  Case  Dozer  -  Good  Condition 

Call  Grady  Dugas 
(318)  845-4774 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about. .  .financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Baton  Rouge 
(504)  293-2691 


£) 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 

FOR  RENT 

12  Yd.  Scraper 

with 
Laser  Equipment 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  Laserplane  - 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra-Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.  0.  Box  108 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-3965 


FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS. 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 
Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 
working  fields  and  farms 
around  the  world.  And  with 
over  65  million  hours  of 
rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 
they've  proven  what  a  differ- 
ence durability,  reliability  and 
performance  can  make. 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 
tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 
215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 


Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 


diesel  engine  —  the  definition 
of  pure  agricultural  power. 
Not  to  mention  the  standard 
18-speed  full-powershift 
transmission  that  gives  you 
complete  control  of  1 8  forward 
and  four  reverse  speeds,  as 
well  as  an  optional  creeper 
transmission  that  adds  six  for- 
ward and  two  reverse  speeds. 
Yet  with  all  that  performance, 
there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 
fort. The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 

Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


luxury.  From  the  economically 
designed  seat  to  the  smart 
layout  of  the  controls,  you're 
surrounded  with  features  that 
make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 
day's  work. 

If  you're  looking  for  a 
proven  tractor  with  all  the 
assets  you  need  to  maximize 
productivity,  be  sure  to  test 
drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 
don't  just  take  our  word  for  it. 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)667-6535 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


Audubon  Sugar  Institute 
1996  Short  Course  Schedule 


Introductory  Sugar  Boiling 

Instructor:  Ronnie  Champton 

This  five-day  introductory  course  is 
designed  for  the  student  with  no  sugar 
boiling  experience.  Each  day  consists  of 
one  hour  of  lecture  and  followed  by 
sugar  boiling  laboratory  Sections  are 
limited  to  six  students. 

Section  I 

Sept.  16  -  20 

Registration  Fee:  $600* 

Technology  of  the  Raw  Sugar  Factory 

Instructors:  Dr.  Willem  Kampen,  Dr.  F.  A. 
Martin,  Dr.  H.  Birkett,  Dr.  D.  Day,  and  R. 
Champton 

This  course  is  for  foremen,  supervi- 
sors and  anyone  who  should  have  a 
solid  understanding  of  the  entire  raw 
sugar  process:  the  cane  crop,  milling, 
clarification,  evaporation,  sugar  boiling 
and  crystallization,  boiling  scheme,  mo- 
lasses formation,  raw  sugar  quality  and 
recovery,  sugar  losses,  and  waste  treat- 
ment. A  teamwork  approach  will  be 
used  with  basic  calculations,  material 
balances  and  quality  control  work, 
hence  it  is  recommended  to  have  a  least 
two  people  per  factory  attending.  Sani- 
tation and  microbiological  controls  will 
be  taught.  The  ASI  mill  tandem,  evapo- 
rator, boiling  pans  and  laboratory  facili- 
ties will  be  used  to  demonstrate  impor- 
tant examples. 

Section  II 

Aug.  26,  27  and  Sept.  3,  4  and  6 

Registration  Fee:  $600* 


Bench  Chemist 

Instructor:  Jeanie  Stein 

This  course  covers  sampling  and 
analytical  techniques  used  in  raw  sugar 
factories  including  analyses  of  incoming 
cane,  process  control  samples  and  raw 
sugar.  Instrumental  techniques,  instru- 
ment calibration  and  maintenance  are 
also  covered.  Section  is  limited  to  six  stu- 
dents. 

Section  III 

Sept.  16  -  Sept.  20 

Registration  Fee:  $600* 

Chief  Chemist 

Instructor:  Dr.  Harold  Birkett 

Instruction  in  this  course  centers 
around  data  required  and  calculations 
for  performing  daily,  weekly  and  crop 
reports.  The  course  will  include  stock 
taking  procedures  and  methods  of 
checking  computer-generated  reports 
against  theoretical  considerations.  Sec- 
tion is  limited  to  six  students. 

Section  IV 

Sept.  9  -  Sept.  13 

Registration  Fee:  $600* 


Bagasse  Boiler  Operations 

Instructor:  Dr.  Harold  Birkett 

This  course  is  designed  for  boiler 
foremen  and  engineers.  The  course  will 
cover  the  factors  that  affect  boiler  capac- 
ity, efficiency  and  emissions.  Both  ba- 
gasse burning  and  natural  gas  burning 
boilers  will  be  covered,  however,  bagasse 
burning  boilers  will  be  emphasized. 
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Section  V 
Sept.  4  -  5 
Registration  Fee:  $250* 

Dextran  Analysis 

Instructor:  Dr.  Donal  Day 

This  course  is  an  introduction  to 
analysis;  problems  and  approaches  for 
determining  dextran;  instrumentation 
(hands  on)  with  explanation  of  limita- 
tions; and  calculations.  Students  will 
learn  the  following  methods  (descrip- 
tion of  methodology  with  advantages 


and  disadvantages):  (1.)  Haze  Test  (in- 
cluding quick  test);  (2.)  ASI 2;  (3.)  Immu- 
nological Test. 

Section  VI 

Sept.  23 

Registration  Fee:  130* 

*  Students  sponsored  by  a  Louisiana 
sugar  factory  receive  a  50  percent  tuition 
discount. 

For  additional  information  call 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute  at  (504)  388- 
2211  or  FAX  (504)  388-2708. 


CLASS 

I  F  I  E  D 

S 

FOR  SALE: 

1987  Cameco  2-row  Cane 

FOR  SALE: 

JD  3-row,  new  blades  -  $3,000; 

Cutter;  Motor  Grader;  CAT  12; 

3020  Hi-Crop  CAMECO  Loader  - 

Reynolds  9  yard  dirt  pan. 

$5,000;  (2)  4'x20' Planter  Aid 

Call  (504)  694-3431  or  (504) 

Wagons  -  $1 ,000  each;  22' 

937-0318  (mobile). 

tandem  axle  transit  loader  - 
$5,000.  Call  (504)  749-2892. 

FOR  SALE: 

3  Mechanical  Drum  Planters; 

41'  Rayne  Plane  Landleveler; 

FOR  SALE: 

Hooded  Cane  Sprayer,  5-row  with 

Thomson  3-row  Chopper  w/off 

300  gal.  tank,  3  pt.  hitch  includes 

bar.  Call  (318)  828-2886 

pump  and  field  ready,  1  yr.  old  - 

(home)  or  (318)  836-9370 

$4,000.  Call  (504)  687-6250. 

(shop). 

FOR  SALE: 

1986  CAMECO  2-row  Harvester, 

FOR  SALE: 

1986  Single  Row  Broussard 

cab  &  air,  good  condition;  1986 

Cutter  w/JD  Engine,  Good 

Volvo  N-12  Truck,  10  speed  with 

Shape.  Call  (504)  369-7349. 

Volvo  Engine,  good  condition. 
Call  (504)  545-8429  or  (504)  545- 

FOR  SALE: 

1989  S-32  Cameco  2-row, 
split  chain  control,  piler 

2564. 

extension,  excellent  condition 

FOR  SALE: 

1974  Thompson  Harvester  (single 

-  $75,000.  Call  John  Robert 

row);  300  gal.  ground  rig;  150  gal. 

at  (504)  673-4583  or  (504) 

3  pt.  hitch  with  aluminum  tank. 

233-0002  (pager). 

Call  Joseph  Latino,  Sr.  at  (504) 
473-7434. 

FOR  SALE: 

3  large  transloader  carts 

(made  by  CAMECO);  1992  JD 

FOR  SALE: 

1-row  Broussard  Harvester  -  new 

690E  Escavator;  1990 

chain,  sprockets,  10-ply  tires  and 

CAMECO  3-wheel  drive 

all  the  latest  attachments.  Call 

loader;  2  automatic  barrel 

(318)365-3176. 

planters  (almost  new).  Call 

Caballero  Pltg.  Co.  at  (504) 

FOR  SALE: 

Broussard  Cane  Cutter  updated 

473-3916. 

to  a  Sunstrain  System  with  a  row 
flipper.  Ready  to  Cut.  Call  (318) 

FOR  SALE: 

8650  J  D  Tractor -Asking 
$42,000.  Call  (504)  532-3160 
or  (504)  448-6205  (mobile). 

229-6911. 

20 


Commercial  Members 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 
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11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 
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P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE  IH 

P.  O.  Box  171818,  Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

The  Cropmate  Company 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  C.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

P.  O.  Box  15747,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 
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First  South  PCA 
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Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 
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Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pleasant  Hill  Auction  &  Realty 

115  V's  Lane,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  12014,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Scott  Construction  Equipment 

P.  O.  Box  340,  Broussard,  LA  70518 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 


Sweet  Dreams  Are 
Made  Of  This. 


THIMET*  On  Sugar  Cane. 

It's  simple.  Wireworms  reduce  your  cane  stands.  And  your  yields.  Let  them  get 

hold  of  your  new  fields,  and  you'll  lose  a  lot  more  than  sleep.  What  you  need  is  THIMET1^  20-G 

still  and  systemic  insecticide  in  your  establishment  year.  THIMET  20-G  has  been  proven  to  reduce 

wireworm  numbers  while  providing  significant  increases  in  cane  stand.  Don't  let  wireworms  leave 

you  tossing  and  turning.  Apply  THIMET  20-G  at  planting.  And  rest  easy. 


PERFORMANCE.  VALUE.  PROTECTION. 


Hari..t       Restricted  Use  Rsticidc  Always  follow  label  directions. 
Harvest 
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LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thifoodaux 

(504)  473-9826      (504)  447-3776 


Made 

in 

Louisiana 


CAMECO 


For  the 

Louisiana 

Sugar  Industry 


Cane  Combine  Harvester 


For  more  details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


N.  10th  St.  &Coulon  Road 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Phone  (504)  447-7285 

FAX  (504)  447-5735 


400  S.  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)  276-6314 

FAX  (318)  276-9827 
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HE        COVER 


Louisiana  Pepsi 


On  June  6,  Pepsi-Cola  and 
its  Louisiana  Pepsi  bottlers 
have  developed  a  new  version 
of  Pepsi,  which  will  be  labeled,  Pepsi 
made  with  pure  Louisiana  cane  sugar. 

The  announcement  was  made  at  the 
state  Capital  along  with  Gov.  Mike  Fos- 
ter, Agriculture  &  Forestry  Commis- 
sioner Bob  Odom,  and  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League. 

"The  sugarcane  farmers  of 
Louisiana  are  a  vital  part  of  the  cultural, 
economic  and  agricultural  fabric  of 
Louisiana/'  said  Commissioner  Odom. 
"We  applaud  Pepsi's  new  product  and 
see  it  as  a  testament  to  the  quality  of  our 
cane  sugar  and  a  recognition  of  the  his- 
toric importance  and  economic  signifi- 


cance of  the  200-year-old  sugar  industry 
in  Louisiana." 

"Louisiana  Pepsi/'  which  will  be  sold 
in  addition  to  traditional  Pepsi,  was  de- 
veloped by  Pepsi-Cola  and  its  Louisiana 
bottlers  in  recognition  of  cane  sugar's 
200th  anniversary  and  in  response  to  an 
appeal  from  the  cane  sugar  growers  of 
Louisiana.  The  product's  success  will 
provide  Louisiana  sugar  cane  farmers 
and  processors  with  a  stronger  con- 
sumer demand  for  their  crop 

"The  new  softdrink  is  made  in  Loui- 
siana, by  Louisianians,  with  Louisiana 
farming  products,  and  sold  only  in-state 
for  our  residents,"  added  Bryan  T. 
Quarls,  Marketing  and  Brand  Develop- 
see  Pepsi,  page  20 
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Over  50  Years  of  Experience 

•  Custom  Design 

•  Chopped  or  Whole  Cane 

•  Side  or  Top  Unloading 


ff 


Lightweight. ..Rugged... 
Built  for  Performance  and  Value 


Call 


Sales 


1-800-821-6535  Ask  For 
P.O.  Box  619,Haleyville,  AL  35565 


RONT       W 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Louisiana  Pepsi 

In  last  month's  article  I  spoke  about 
the  introduction  of  Louisiana  Pepsi  us- 
ing cane  sugar  rather  than  high  fructose 
corn  syrup.  Because  the  announcement 
for  the  annual  growers  Contact  Commit- 
tee was  to  be  on  the  cover  last  month,  it 
was  necessary  to  move  the  placement  of 
the  Pepsi  logo  to  this  month's  bulletin.  If 
you  didn't  read  my  article  last  month,  I 
will  reiterate  to  you  the  need  to  support 
this  product.  This  is  an  opportunity  for 
our  industry  and  the  citizens  of  our  com- 
munities to  not  only  buy  a  good  product 
at  a  competitive  price,  but  one  that  also 
uses  cane  sugar.  As  I  mentioned  before, 
don't  be  bashful  about  asking  your  gro- 
cers, local  convenience  stores,  vendors, 
neighbors,  relatives,  friends  and  others 
to  make  Louisiana  Pepsi  the  cola  of  pref- 
erence and  choice.  I  have  spoken  with 
people  that  have  said,  "I  don't  like 
Pepsi."  I  suggest  to  you  who  say  that  to 
taste  this  new  Pepsi.  You  will  find  that  it 
is  very  good.  The  drink  is  more  robust 
and  distinctive,  and  it  mixes  well  also. 
Don't  let  this  opportunity  slip  by.  If 
Louisiana  Pepsi  is  not  successful  in  gain- 
ing additional  market  share,  the  only 
people  that  we  can  blame  will  be  our- 
selves. It  is  a  good  product  at  a  competi- 
tive price,  and  it  is  our  responsibility  to 
make  it  successful.  I  have  spoken  with 
people  in  the  sugarbeet  areas,  as  well  as 
the  other  cane  growing  areas,  and  they 
are  all  focused  on  Louisiana  and  Louisi- 
ana Pepsi  in  hopes  that  it  will  establish 
itself.  Then,  they  too  may  have  the  op- 


portunity of  having  a  sugar  based  cola 
distributed  again  in  their  part  of  the 
country.  Again,  it  is  up  to  you!  You  can 
help  make  it  or  you  can  let  it  fail. 

Washington 

The  past  several  weeks  have  been 
quite  hectic  as  Charles  Thibaut,  I  and 
others  have  been  back  and  forth  to 
Washington,  D.C.  in  an  attempt  to  fend 
off  an  amendment  that  would  cap  the 
price  of  raw  sugar.  Additionally,  this 
past  week  we  found  another  amend- 
ment floating  around  the  Senate  that 
would  provide  a  "means  test"  which 
would  set  a  $10  million  revenue  cap  on 
raw  cane  millers  and  sugarbeet  proces- 
sors to  qualify  for  non-recourse  loans. 
This  amendment  would  invalidate,  and 
render  useless,  all  aspects  of  the  Com- 
modity Credit  Corporation's  reform 
price  support  loan  program  for  sugar. 
Thus,  no  domestically  produced  sugar 
would  be  eligible  for  non-recourse  loans 
if  this  amendment  were  enacted.  We  are 
feeling  comfortable  in  terms  of  being 
able  to  defeat  these  amendments  and 
hope  that  this  segment  of  the  battle 
against  the  refiners  and  commercial  us- 
ers will  be  over  by  the  August  recess  of 
Congress. 

In  the  meantime,  the  commercial 
users  group  is  reorganizing  itself.  Ear- 
lier, we  had  heard  the  possibility  of  the 
organization  disbanding.  Instead,  we 
are  of  the  understanding  that  the  head  of 
the  group  will  be  liaison  with  federal 
agencies  and  that  the  commercial  users 


group  was,  in  fact,  interviewing  govern- 
ment relations  firms  to  represent  their 
interest  and  direct  their  lobbying  efforts. 
As  I  have  said  before,  they  are  not  going 
away!  Therefore,  it  is  not  only  necessary 
for  us  to  be  alert  to  anything  and  every- 
thing that  happens  on  the  hill,  but  im- 
perative that  you,  the  growers,  par- 
ticipate in  the  PAC.  I  am  not  the  kind  of 
person  who  enjoys  losing,  but  I  am  will- 


ing to  fight  all  the  way  through,  partici; 
larity  when  I  know  the  people  that  I  ar 
fighting  for  fully  support  the  effort? 
However,  when  you  send  me  to  do  th 
job,  I  need  all  of  the  tools  possible  if  I  ar 
to  have  a  chance  of  being  successful  o 
your  behalf. 

One  of  those  tools  is  PAC  money, 
can't  argue  your  side  of  the  issue  if 
can't  get  in  the  door. 


Louisiana  commerce  &  trade  association 

C^-/  WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

Cad  (800)  349-3440  for  a  quote 


Bayou  Service  Co.  Inc 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA        (318)  229-6415 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Senate  Agriculture  Appropriations 
Bill  Set  for  Floor  Vote 

The  Senate  Appropriations  Commit- 
tee approved  its  fiscal  year  1997  spend- 
ing bill  for  agriculture,  rural  develop- 
ment and  nutrition  programs.  The  mea- 
sure passed  easily  by  a  vote  of  26-0.  The 
Senate  version  would  authorize  $54.3 
billion  in  spending,  $1.2  billion  more 
than  the  House  bill  though  $9  billion  less 
than  last  year's  budget.  The  spending 
measure  increases  funding  for  the  sugar 
cane  research  program  operated  in 
Houma,  La.  by  the  ARS  Southern  Re- 
gional Research  Center.  Led  by  the  ef- 
forts of  Sen.  Bennett  Johnston  (D-LA), 
the  committee  voted  to  raise  funding  for 
the  research  center  to  $1,745  million,  an 
increase  of  $500,000  above  fiscal  year 
1996  level.  Further,  in  contrast  to  the 
House  version,  the  Senate  bill  imposes 
no  raw  sugar  price  caps  or  other  changes 
to  the  sugar  program. 

Endorsement  by  the  full  committee 
of  the  spending  measure  followed  quick 
markup  by  the  Agriculture  Appropria- 
tions Subcommittee.  Taking  only  15 
minutes  to  approve  the  bill,  subcommit- 
tee members  praised  the  author,  chair- 
man Thad  Cochran  (R-MS),  who  was 
forced  to  miss  the  hearing  due  to  a  fam- 
ily illness.  Sen.  Dale  Bumpers  (D-AR), 
the  ranking  Democrat  on  the  subcom- 
mittee, described  the  bill  as  " truly  re- 
markable." 

The  spending  bill  now  heads  to  the 
Senate  floor  for  consideration.  Debate  is 
expected  to  begin  sometime  early  next 


week.  After  final  passage,  the  bill  will  be 
sent  to  a  conference  committee  which 
will  iron  out  differences  with  the  House 
version. 

Senate  Passes 
Minimum  Wage  Increase 

The  Senate  voted  74-24  last  week  to 
raise  the  minimum  wage  by  90  cents, 
ending  a  four-month  partisan  fight  led 
by  Senator  Edward  Kennedy  (D-MA). 
The  wage  increase  would  be  imple- 
mented in  two  45-cent  increments,  the 
first  acting  retroactively  from  July  1  of 
this  year,  the  other  beginning  on  July  1, 
1997.  The  wage  increase  is  identical  to 
that  passed  by  the  House  two  months 
ago.  The  overtime  exemption  for  certain 
agricultural  operations,  including  sug- 
arcane processing,  remains  unchanged 
at  14  workweeks,  48  hours  per  week,  10 
hours  per  day. 

The  Senate  rejected  a  Republican- 
sponsored  proposal  to  exempt  small 
businesses  from  the  wage  increase  and 
another  to  scale  back  training  wages 
which  also  offered  coverage  to  workers 
to  receive  tips.  These  proposals  died  in 
the  face  of  a  threatened  veto  by  Presi- 
dent Clinton. 

Congressman  Emerson  Passes  Away, 
Wife  Seeks  to  Continue  Legacy 

Congressman  Bill  Emerson  (R-MO), 
longtime  member  of  the  Agriculture 
Committee,  passed  away  June  22,  after  a 
year  long  battle  with  lung  cancer.  Con- 
gressman Emerson  served  the  Eighth 


District  of  Missouri  with  distinction  for 
nearly  16  years,  and  had  begun  efforts  to 
win  re-election  to  his  ninth  term.  Friends 
and  colleagues  mourned  his  passing 
with  memorial  services  in  both  his 
hometown  of  Cape  Girardeau,  and  on 
Capitol  Hill.  He  will  be  greatly  missed 
by  the  agriculture  industry. 

In  his  absence,  his  wife,  Joanne,  has 
announced  that  "after  much  prayer, 
thought,  and  discussion"  with  the 
couple's  four  daughters  she  would  seek 
to  continue  her  husband's  "common 
sense,  conservative"  legacy.  Missouri 
Republicans  were  delighted  by  the  deci- 
sion and  are  hoping  to  name  Mrs. 
Emerson  as  the  party's  nominee  for  the 
special  election  to  complete  the  rest  of 
Congressman  Emerson's  term.  How- 
ever, Mrs.  Emerson  will  not  be  able  to 
run  on  the  Republican  ticket  for  the  suc- 
ceeding term  and  will  instead  be  forced 
to  run  as  an  independent.  This  is  be- 
cause the  state  filing  deadline  for  party 
nominations  for  November's  election 
expired  before  Congressman  Emerson's 
passing.  Missouri  Secretary  of  State 
Rebecca  Cook  has  refused  to  reopen  the 
filing  period.  In  order  to  get  on  the  No- 
vember general  election  ballot,  Mrs. 
Emerson  must  collect  more  than  3,600 
district  signatures,  a  task  observers  feel 
should  be  easily  attainable  given  the 
popularity  of  her  husband. 

Congressman  Emerson  was  second 
in  Republican  seniority  on  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee,  and  stood  to 
assume  the  chairmanship  in  January.  In 
a  reflection  of  the  popularity  of  both 
Emersons,  members  of  the  Missouri 
Farm  Bureau  voted  overwhelmingly  to 
endorse  Mrs.  Emerson  for  the  upcoming 
election.  In  addition,  Sens.  Christopher 
Bond  (R-MO)  and  John  Ashcrof  t  (R-MO) 
added  their  endorsements  to  Mrs. 
Emerson's  candidacy. 


Clinton  Postpones  Effective  Date  of 
Helms-Burton  Litigation 

In  an  effort  to  avoid  a  troubling  con- 
frontation with  major  trading  partners, 
President  Clinton  delayed  until  Feb.  1, 
1997  the  effective  starting  date  of  a  new 
law  that  imposes  liability  on  foreign 
businesses  which  trade  in  U.S.  assets 
expropriated  by  Cuba.  The  law,  a  part  of 
the  Helms-Burton  Act  signed  earlier  this 
year,  allows  American  nationals  whose 
property  were  seized  by  Cuba  in  1959  to 
sue  businesses  which  traffic  in  the  prop- 
erty today.  The  law  has  been  attacked  by 
many  U.S.  allies,  including  Canada, 
Great  Britain  and  France  as  being  in  vio- 
lation of  international  law.  The  Euro- 
pean Union  had  threatened  trade  sanc- 
tions against  the  U.S.  and  U.S.  compa- 
nies if  the  Helms-Burton  litigation  went 
into  effect.  Threatened  sanctions  have 
included  the  freezing  of  U.S.  assets  over- 
seas to  reimburse  foreign  businesses 
who  have  lost  judgments  under  the  new 
law. 

Immediately  after  the  announce- 
ment, Republicans  denounced  the  delay 
as  an  example  both  of  Clinton's  indeci- 
siveness  and  of  his  soft  line  toward  the 
Cuban  leader,  Fidel  Castro.  Clinton  re- 
sponded that  the  extra  time  will  be  used 
to  persuade  U.S.  allies  to  work  with  the 
U.S.  rather  than  against  it.  The  President 
added  that  if  foreign  companies  refuse 
to  comply  with  the  new  law,  then  the 
suspension  may  be  ended  and  U.S.  citi- 
zens may  get  the  green  light  to  pursue 
litigation. 

Many  businesses  have  already  felt 
the  pressure  of  the  Helms-Burton  Act. 
Earlier  this  month,  the  Dutch  financial 
group,  ING,  announced  it  would  pull 
out  of  the  Cuban  sugar  industry  in  an 
effort  to  comply  with  the  new  law.  As  a 
result  of  the  decision,  ING  said  it  would 
not  renew  $30  million  in  loans  to  Cuba's 
state-owned    sugar    trading    entity, 
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Cubazucar.  " We  have  to  operate  within 
the  framework  however  much  we  dis- 
approve of  it/'  the  bank  claimed  in  a 
statement.  ING  financing  aided  an  in- 
crease of  2.2  million  tons  in  the  Cuban 
sugar  harvest  during  1995-96.  The  with- 
drawal is  expected  to  influence  other 
foreign  businesses  who  invest  in  Cuban 
sugar.  Nine  of  Cuba's  13  sugar-produc- 
ing provinces  are  financed  in  part  by  for- 
eign firms. 


Croomate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.415&44 
Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)  638-8343 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Insect,  Weed  &  Disease  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertilizer  Management 

Record  Keeping  &  Crop  Management  Services 

Henry  Long,  Ph.D.,  Senior  Consultant 

Dan  Long,  Assistant  Consultant 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

J.  Pontif  &  L.  Guillot,  Scouts 

P.  0.  Box  1193, 720  Hwy.  308,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)  (504)  449-61 70  (mobile) 


For  Sale 

Case  Int'l  Hi-Crop  3688 

JD  4020  Hi-Crop 

JD  3-row  Choppers 

Grader  Bade  12'  -  on  wheels 

16' Chisel  Plow 

Call  Grady  Dugas 
(318)  845-4774 


LASERPLANE 

Machine  Control  Systems 


Landforminq 

Designed  to  meet  your  needs! 

You'll  save  time  and  money  with  laserplane— 
as  you  increase  your  productivity  and  profits. 

©  Spectra- Physics 

Construction  &  Agricultural  Division 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

*  Fully  Automatic* 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  1 5  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 
Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 


FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 

diesel  engine  —  the  definition 

luxury.  From  the  economically 

Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 

of  pure  agricultural  power. 

designed  seat  to  the  smart 

working  fields  and  farms 

Not  to  mention  the  standard 

layout  of  the  controls,  you're 

around  the  world.  And  with 

18-speed  full-powershift 

surrounded  with  features  that 

over  65  million  hours  of 

transmission  that  gives  you 

make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 

rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 

complete  control  of  18  forward 

day's  work. 

they've  proven  what  a  differ- 

and four  reverse  speeds,  as 

If  you're  looking  for  a 

ence  durability,  reliability  and 

well  as  an  optional  creeper 

proven  tractor  with  all  the 

performance  can  make. 

transmission  that  adds  six  for- 

assets you  need  to  maximize 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 

ward  and  two  reverse  speeds. 

productivity,  be  sure  to  test 

the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 

Yet  with  all  that  performance, 

drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 

tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 

there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 

don't just  take  our  word  for  it. 

215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 

fort.  The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 

Lanier  Implement 

Gremillion's,  Inc. 

Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Abbeville,  LA 

New  Roads,  LA 

Jeanerette,  LA 

(318)893-1988 

(504)  638-6347 

(318)276-6384 

(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Cecelia,  LA 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Donaldsonville,  LA 

(318)667-6535 

(504)  447-3776 

(504)  473-7927 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr..  Charley  Richard 

Varieties  to  Plant  in  1996  -  New  Insecticides 
Crop  Report 


The  1996  planting  recommenda- 
tions for  sugarcane  varieties 
have  been  published  by  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Ser- 
vice and  are  available  from  your  local 
county  agent's  office.  This  publication 
includes  not  only  the  varieties  that 
should  be  planted  but  also  information 
concerning  record  keeping,  clean  seed 
usage,  planting  furrow  width,  planting 
rate,  planting  date,  soil  cover,  depth  of 
planting,  starter  fertilizer,  weed  control, 
succession  planting  and  soil  insect  con- 
trol. These  recommendations  have  been 
prepared  from  data  collected  by  person- 
nel of  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  the  USDA/ARS  and  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League. 

Nine  varieties  are  on  the  recom- 
mended list.  Of  these,  five  are  recom- 
mended for  major  plantings:  CP  70-321, 
CP  72-370,  LCP  82-89,  LCP  85-384  and 
HoCP  85-845.  Four  varieties  are  recom- 
mended for  limited  acreage  planting:  CP 
65-357,  CP  79-318,  LHo  83-153  and  LCP 
86-454.  Every  grower  should  have  a 
copy  of  these  recommendations  which 
offer  complete  information  about  all  of 
these  varieties.  Important  characteristics 
you  should  consider  about  some  of  the 
newer  varieties  are  presented  in  this  ar- 
ticle. 

All  growers  are  now  aware  that  LCP 
85-384  is  the  highest  yielding  variety 
among  the  group  in  tonnage  and  sugar 
per  acre.  Its  tonnage  is  a  result  of  a  high 
population  of  long,  small  barrel  stalks. 
As  a  result  of  its  excellent  growth,  the 


variety  lodges  easily  in  thunderstorms 
or  tropical  systems.  When  lodged,  the 
variety  is  brittle  and  difficult  to  harvest. 
Growers  who  have  access  to  a  combine 
are  planning  to  utilize  this  variety  to 
provide  the  high  yields  necessary  to 
make  the  combine  economically  effi- 
cient. The  negative  aspects  of  lodging 
are  not  a  concern  to  combine  users. 
However,  for  those  growers  who  are  still 
using  the  soldier  system,  the  lodging 
problems  of  LCP  85-384  will  limit  its 
value.  LCP  85-384  has  good  stubbling 
ability  although  reduced  plant  cane 
stands  have  been  noted  in  some  in- 
stances such  as  wet,  poorly  drained 
fields.  Like  other  varieties,  LCP  85-384 
does  not  like  to  be  covered  too  deeply. 
This  variety  has  good  disease  resistance, 
cane  quality  characteristics  and  post- 
freeze  deterioration.  It  is  susceptible  to 
the  sugarcane  borer  and  like  most  vari- 
eties has  poor  tolerance  to  RSD.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  combine  growers  will  ex- 
pand this  variety  to  its  maximum  while 
growers  with  soldier  harvesters  will  ex- 
pand it  more  cautiously  while  trying  to 
learn  how  to  handle  the  lodged  cane 
conditions.  Caution  in  the  spread  of  this 
variety  should  also  be  a  result  of  its  borer 
susceptibility.  In  a  wet,  high  borer  pres- 
sure season,  environmental  problems 
could  result  from  insecticide  application 
over  many  acres.  LCP  85-384  should  al- 
ways be  planted  away  from  populated 
areas  to  minimize  the  interaction  of  pes- 
ticide applications  and  the  public. 
HoCP  85-845,  released  in  1993  at  the 
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same  time  as  LCP  85-384,  has  not  been 
increased  at  the  same  rate  primarily  be- 
cause of  a  lack  of  clean  seed.  The 
League's  secondary  stations  had  leaf 
scald  scattered  among  the  majority  of 
the  stations  and  therefore  was  never  dis- 
tributed. Even  when  every  stalk  was 
tested  in  a  second  effort  to  establish 
clean  seed,  plant  cane  of  HoCP  85-845 
came  up  with  leaf  scald  the  following 
year.  Kleentek  has  also  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  producing  clean  seed  of  this 
variety.  Leaf  scald  has  been  found  in 
many  fields  planted  from  a  Kleentek 
seed  source.  Test  data  indicate  HoCP 
85-845  has  good  potential  in  yield  with 
good  tonnage  and  sugar  content.  It  is 
early  in  maturity  and  has  good  cold  tol- 
erance. In  addition  to  susceptibility  to 
leaf  scald,  it  can  be  hurt  by  RSD.  It  does 
have  adequate  resistance  to  other  dis- 
eases. The  variety  has  been  shown  to 
harvest  well  with  soldier  equipment  and 
therefore  could  be  utilized  by  all  grow- 
ers. Because  of  its  potential,  growers 
should  consider  planting  this  variety. 
However,  researchers  agree  that  some 
caution  should  be  used  because  of  its 
leaf  scald  susceptibility.  Growers  should 
use  the  cleanest  seed  supply  they  can 
find  and  then  constantly  monitor  this 
variety  for  buildup  in  leaf  scald.  The 
quantity  of  HoCP  85-845  that  growers 
should  plant  will  depend  on  how  much 
individual  growers  need  this  variety.  If 
growers  are  doing  well  without  this  va- 
riety, they  may  consider  postponing  its 
commercial  use  until  more  is  learned 
about  the  effect  leaf  scald  may  have  on 
its  yield.  In  the  meantime,  growers  who 
need  this  variety  will  plant  it  but  should 
be  aware  that  limited  research  has  been 
done  on  the  impact  that  leaf  scald  and  its 
inoculum  have  on  yields  of  this  and 
other  varieties. 

LCP  82-89,  released  in  1990,  has  pro- 
duced good  yields  for  many  growers  but 


only  mediocre  to  poor  yields  for  others. 
The  variety  is  susceptible  to  not  only  leaf 
scald  but  also  mosaic  and  rust.  Like  all 
other  varieties  it  has  poor  tolerance  to 
RSD  and  recently  has  shown  stand  prob- 
lems for  some  growers.  Currently,  the 
industry  has  close  to  20  percent  devoted 
to  this  variety.  Like  HoCP  85-845,  the 
leaf  scald  susceptibility  of  LCP  82-89 
should  be  a  concern  to  growers  and 
fields  of  this  variety  should  be  con- 
stantly monitored.  Only  the  cleanest 
seed  should  be  used  for  replanting. 

LCP  82-89  and  HoCP  85-845  have 
characteristics  that  growers  need  and 
some  acreage  should  be  planted  to  them. 
However,  because  they  are  susceptible 
to  leaf  scald  and  because  so  little  is 
known  about  the  effects  of  leaf  scald  on 
yield,  researchers  agree  that  fields 
should  be  constantly  monitored  and 
only  the  cleanest  fields  used  as  seed. 
Growers  should  also  be  careful  not  to  let 
the  percentage  of  these  two  varieties  get 
too  high  where  the  quantity  of  inoculum 
of  leaf  scald  might  effect  these  and  other 
varieties.  Although  there  is  insufficient 
data  to  support  or  dispute  some  prac- 
tices used  by  Louisiana  growers,  it  is 
agreed  by  most  researchers  that  leaf 
scald  is  spread  by  mechanical  means.  As 
a  result,  it  has  been  suggested  that  grow- 
ers not  strip  seed  cane  of  LCP  82-89  or 
HoCP  85-845  in  the  fall  or  shave/ 
bush-hog  fields  of  these  varieties  in  the 
spring.  In  addition,  mechanical  equip- 
ment such  as  harvesters  and  planters 
should  be  disinfected  whenever  grow- 
ers cut  or  plant  these  two  varieties. 

CP  70-321  and  CP  72-370  are  the 
other  two  varieties  on  the  major  planting 
list.  Growers  have  used  these  varieties 
long  enough  to  know  their  strong  points 
and  to  recognize  their  shortcomings. 
Most  researchers  agree  that  a  good  vari- 
etal program  for  your  farm  should  in- 
clude acreage  of  these  five  varieties. 
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The  four  varieties  which  are  desig- 
nated as  being  for  limited  planting  each 
have  shortcomings  which,  by  now,  most 
growers  have  learned.  They  can  occupy 
some  acreage  on  your  farm  but  growers 
should  not  plant  too  much  and  allow  the 
faults  of  these  varieties  to  hurt  produc- 
tion or  profits. 

Some  growers  question  what  is  the 
effect  of  a  small  percentage  of  any  vari- 
ety on  overall  yield.  Having  seed  stock 
of  them  so  they  can  be  expanded  as 
quickly  as  possible  is  certainly  valuable. 
However,  growers  point  out  that  having 
only  10  percent  of  a  variety  that  gives 
you  10  percent  more  yield  is  really  only 
a  1  percent  increase  in  overall  produc- 
tion. However,  while  small,  even  this  in- 
crease might  be  considered  profit  and 
could  increase  a  grower's  efficiency,  as- 
suming it  doesn't  cost  any  more  to  get 
the  extra  percentage.  Nevertheless, 
small  percentages  of  one  or  many  variet- 
ies is  a  valid  concern  and  growers 
should  give  careful  thought  to  just  how 
much  of  each  of  the  varieties  they  want 
to  plant  in  order  to  have  adequate  seed 
supplies  available. 

New  Insecticides 

Most  growers  are  already  aware  that 
there  are  two  new  insecticides  available 
for  the  1996  borer  control  season,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  materials  that  have  been 
available  for  the  last  few  years.  These 
two  new  compounds  are  Confirm  which 
is  manufactured  by  Rohm  &  Haas  and 
Karate  which  is  manufactured  by 
Zeneca.  A  Section  18  emergency  use  la- 
bel from  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  has  been  obtained  for  both  ma- 
terials. They  are  both  insecticides  that 
require  only  minute  quantities  of  mate- 
rial for  adequate  borer  control.  Research 
plots  conducted  by  Entomologists  Gene 
Reagan  and  Dale  Pollet  of  the  LSU  Agri- 
cultural Center  and  Bill  White  of  the 


USDA/ARS  indicate  that  both  materials 
could  be  of  real  value  in  boosting  our 
arsenal  of  weapons  in  the  fight  against 
the  sugarcane  borer.  Growers  and  con- 
sultants should  certainly  take  advantage 
of  these  two  insecticides  where  appro- 
priate during  this  borer  season. 

Crop  Report 

While  the  crop  year  started  rather 
bleak  with  the  sequence  of  winter 
freezes  that  affected  stubble  acreage,  the 
growing  conditions  for  the  last  few 
weeks  have  been  encouraging  for  many 
parts  of  the  belt.  Adequate  rain  and 
strong  sun  conditions  have  allowed  for 
good  growth  in  the  better  cane  in  many 
parts  of  the  cane  belt.  There  are  still 
some  areas  that  have  not  received  as 
much  rain  as  others  and  therefore 
growth  is  delayed.  However,  in  most 
fields,  good  growth  has  been  recorded 
during  the  last  month.  While  there  were 
predictions  of  large  acreages  of  dam- 
aged stubble  being  plowed  out  early  in 
the  season,  it  appears  that  it  was  concen- 
trated in  the  northern  and  western  areas. 
The  official  acreage  figures  from  the 
Farm  Services  Agency  are  not  yet  avail- 
able, but  discussions  with  personnel 
from  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Exten- 
sion Service,  FSA  and  individual  farms, 
indicate  that  statewide  acreage  may  not 
be  as  bad  as  originally  thought.  Current 
estimates  indicate  that  the  industry  may 
lose  only  10  percent  of  last  year's  acre- 
age. With  the  good  growth  experienced 
in  some  areas  of  the  belt,  good  to  above 
average  yields  are  expected  in  plant 
cane  and  young  stubble  cane.  Average  to 
below  average  yields  are  still  expected 
in  old  stubble  in  areas  of  the  belt  more 
seriously  affected  by  the  freezing  condi- 
tions. By  next  month  the  official  acreage 
figures  should  be  available  and  better 
estimates  of  this  industry's  production 
will  be  possible. 
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Don't  Spend 

All  your  Pennies 

leasing  a  tractor 


Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

"Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options. 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 


o 


M&L 

INDUSTRIES 
INCORPORATED 


Studied  SUtce /953 


Houma 

1210  St.  Charles  St. 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 


INEWHOLLAnD 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Cane  Wash  Water  Management 


As  indicated  in  the  July  En- 
vironmental Perspective,  it 
seems  that  the  trend  in  Louisi- 
ana toward  higher  capacity  and  fewer 
sugar  mills  will  probably  continue,  and 
there  will  be  water  pollution  control 
consequences.  Some  mills  already  have 
a  capability  to  handle  wastewater  from 
additional  production  and  the  water 
management  systems  at  others  are  al- 
ready hard  pressed  to  handle  wastewa- 
ter currently  being  generated. 

The  biggest  problem  in  managing 
sugar  mill  wastewater  is  presented  by 
washing  the  cane  to  remove  mud  and 
detritus  prior  to  milling. 
Cane  washing  accounts 
for  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  water  pollutants 
generated  at  a  typical 
mill. 

A  1959  USPHS  pub- 
lication prepared 
through  cooperation  of 
the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  indicates  that  in  that  era  a 
typical  mill  (of  2,400  tons  per  day  capac- 
ity) used  only  600  gallons  of  water  for 
washing  a  ton  of  cane,  and  that 
washwater  contained  3.5  pounds  of 
water  pollutants  expressed  as  BOD5. 
Mills  currently  operating  use  1,500  to 
6,000  gallons  per  ton  processed,  and  the 
better  wash  obviously  contains  more 
BOD5  but  at  much  lower  concentrations 
in  the  wastewater. 

Sugar  mills  are  now  expecting  a  sig- 
nificant increase  in  the  amount  of  com- 


The  likely  consequence 
of  combine  harvesting 
is  less  water  needed  for 
a  good  wash  and  less 
mud  washed  away. . . " 


bine  harvested  cane  received  for  pro- 
cessing. Some  argue  that  if  all  cane  re- 
ceived is  combine  harvested,  it  should 
be  clean  enough  to  process  without 
pre-washing.  However,  not  all  mills 
would  be  capable  of  handling  efficiently 
the  dust  and  debris  (mud)  clinging  to 
unwashed  cane  even  if  combine  har- 
vested. The  likely  consequence  of  com- 
bine harvesting  is  less  water  needed  for 
a  good  wash  and  less  mud  washed 
away,  but  increased  amounts  of  BOD5 
due  to  an  increased  number  of  cane  stalk 
fractures  from  which  pollutants  can  be 
washed.  Unfortunately,  most  of  the  ad- 
ditional "pollutants"  is 
sugar. 

Factories  with  suffi- 
cient landholdings  in 
the  form  of  impound- 
ments can  hold  all 
wastewaters  from  a 
grinding  season,  in- 
cluding washwaters, 
for  a  year  or  more,  al- 
lowing the  waters  to  clarify  and  stabilize 
sufficiently  to  meet  stringent  limitations 
of  a  wastewater  discharge  permit.  Those 
mills  that  do  not  have  and /or  cannot 
acquire  sufficient  impoundment  capac- 
ity but  wish  to  increase  cane  processing, 
will  need  to  either  reduce  water  wastage 
sufficiently  or  construct  very  costly 
wastewater  treatment  facilities. 

Reducing  the  amount  of  water 
wasted  from  cane  washing  operations 
involves  either  less  washing  or  reusing 
raw  and/or  "treated"  cane  washing 


waters.  "Treatment"  in  most  cases  is 
clarification  by  settling  in  a  pond  or 
mechanical  clarifier. 

Pond  clarified  washwater  can  be  re- 
used for  up  to  100  percent  of  the  cane 
washing  requirements,  and  60  percent 
or  more  of  the  used  water  at  the  washer 
itself  can  be  recirculated  if  "clear"  water 
is  used  at  the  end  of  the  washing  process 
to  wash  away  the  muddy,  recirculated 
waters. 

The  most  common  method  of  han- 
dling cane  washwaters  is  to  impound  all 
waters  exiting  the  washing  operation  for 
several  days,  and  to  reuse  pond-settled 
water  for  most  or  all  of  the  washing 
water  requirement.  Cane  washwaters  so 
impounded  can  "sour"  rapidly  and  can 
cause  severe  odor  and  metal  corrosion 
problems.  Some  mills  attempt,  at  signifi- 
cant expense,  to  control  corrosion  and 
odors  by  adding  lime.  If  lime  is  used,  it 
should  be  added  to  the  waters  entering 
the  cane  washer  rather  than  to  the  wa- 
ters exiting,  or  large  amounts  will  be 
wasted  in  the  settling  ponds  and  have 
little  beneficial  effect. 

The  cause  of  odors  and  acidic  condi- 
tions is  the  organic  matter  washed  from 
the  cane  stalks  (BOD5)  decomposing  due 
to  the  action  of  microbes  in  the  pond 
water.  Respiration  of  the  micro-  organ- 
isms consumes  rapidly  all  of  the  dis- 
solved oxygen  available  in  the  pond 
water.  When  and  not  before  dissolved 
oxygen  is  depleted,  anaerobic  bacteria 
or  microbes  capable  of  respiration  with- 
out dissolved  oxygen  being  present  take 
over  the  job  of  decomposing  organic 
matter  (analogous  to  BODs)  in  the  pond 
water. 

The  initial  phase  of  anaerobic  fer- 
mentation in  wastewaters  rich  in  carbo- 
hydrates produces  large  amounts  of  or- 
ganic acids.  The  pH  of  the  water  drops 
rapidly  and  foul  smelling  products  are 
formed  in  the  water.  Recirculated  cane 


washwater  has  such  an  abundance  of 
carbohydrate  waste  material,  and  so 
much  organic  acid  is  produced  by 
anaerobic  fermentation,  that  the  acids 
produced  inhibit  further  microbial  de- 
composition and  soluble  pollutants 
(BOD5)  build-up  rapidly. 

Odors  and  acidic  corrosion  problems 
in  recirculating  cane  washwater  ponds 
or  basins  can  and  are  being  prevented 
without  use  of  lime.  However,  electricity 
or  other  power  is  required  for  operating 
aerators.  The  technique  is  to  provide 
sufficient  aeration  to  prevent  anaerobio- 
sis  from  occurring  within  the  water 
phase  of  the  recirculating  system.  Expe- 
rience indicates  that  aerated  and  recircu- 
lated cane  washwater  should  not  go 
longer  than  12  to  24  hours  without  aera- 
tion. Therefore,  mud  settling  ponds 
should  not  have  a  hydraulic  retention 
time  greater  than  one  day  at  design  flow, 
and  waters  must  be  recirculated  through 
these  ponds  or  clarifiers  during  any 
shut-down  of  washing  operations 
longer  than  an  hour  or  two.  Waters  exit- 
ing the  clarifiers  or  settling  ponds 
should  be  aerated  sufficiently  to  restore 
and  maintain  an  ample  dissolved  oxy- 
gen content  before  reuse. 

Experience  also  indicates  that  an  aer- 
ated recirculating  cane  washing  system 
with  a  total  hydraulic  retention  time  (in- 
cluding aeration  pond)  of  two  days  will 
accumulate  BODs  residual  faster  than  it 
is  consumed  by  resident  aerobic 
micro-organisms.  This  is  especially  true 
in  cold  weather.  Residual  BODs  builds 
up  gradually  to  a  plateau  near  2,000 
ppm  late  in  the  grinding  season,  appar- 
ently without  adverse  consequences. 

There  are  a  number  of  ways  that  cane 
washing  waters  can  be  managed  or  used 
in  combination  with  other  mill  water 
management  systems,  and  these  will  be 
discussed  in  some  future  issue  of  The 
Sugar  Bulletin. 


16 


I 1 

SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF  "FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL" 


copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $16.95, 


Please  send  me 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $378  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  am  sending 
for  my  complete  order  is 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.s) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


SPECIAL   VOLUME   PRICES   AVAILABLE   UPON   REQUEST 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


iltk* 


I 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 


First  South  PCA 


'<? 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


Andy  Andolsek 

Thibodaux 
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GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General  ^U&/    Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


r%  )f 


Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 
We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 
Tomorrow's  Success 


No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 
long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 
FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today's  careful  planning  is 
the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why  the 
Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a  variety  of 
loan  options  for  your  long-term  credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 
^        Baton  Rouge  Opelousas  {=} 

(504)  293-2691      (318)  942-1461 


LAND  BANK 


LENDER 

(E8holf   10/93) 
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CLASS 

I  F  I  E  D 

s 

FOR  SALE:         1 988  241 0  Broussard  4- 

FOR  SALE: 

1974  Thompson  Harvester 

wheel  drive  Cane  Loader;  4 

(single  row);  300  gal.  ground 

Single-axle  Transfer 

rig;  150  gal.  3  pt.  hitch  with 

Wagons;  1  Tandem-axle 

alumimum  tank.  Call  Joseph 

Transfer  Wagon.  Call  Junior 

Latino,  Sr.  at  (504)  473-7434. 

Schexnayder  at  (504)  562- 

7539  (shop)  or  (504)  647- 
6877  (home). 

FOR  SALE: 

1-row  Broussard  Harvester  - 

new  chain,  sprockets,  10-ply 

tires  and  all  the  latest 

FOR  SALE:         1 987  Cameco  2-row  Cane 

attachments.  Call  (318)  365- 

Cutter;  Motor  Grader;  CAT 

3176. 

12;  Reynolds  9  yard  dirt 

pan.  Call  (504)  694-3431  or 
(504)  937-0318  (mobile). 

FOR  SALE: 

Broussard  Cane  Cutter  updated 
to  a  Sunstrain  System  with  a 
row  flipper.  Ready  to  Cut.  Call 

FOR  SALE:         JD  3-row,  new  blades  - 

(318)229-6911. 

$3,000;  3020  Hi-Crop 

!                              CAMECO  Loader  -  $5,000; 
(2)  4'x20' Planter  Aid 
Wagons -$1,000  each;  22" 
tandem  axle  transit  loader  - 

FOR  SALE: 

Thompson  4-wheel  drive  Field 
Loader,  has  chain  piler  and 
ditch  cleaning  attachment. 
Redone  after  '95  harvest.  Field 

$5,000.  Call  (504)  749- 
2892. 

Ready -$15,000.  Call  (318) 

879-2698  or  (318)  945-4089. 

FOR  SALE:         Hooded  Cane  Sprayer,  5- 
row  with  300  gal.  tank,  3  pt. 
hitch  includes  pump  and 

FOR  SALE: 

3- 12'  Davis  Planter  Aids;  2 
Transloader  Wagons;  2  sets  of 
Davis  Axles.  Call  (318)  879- 

field  ready,  1  yr.  old  - 
$4,000.  Call  (504)  687- 
6250. 

7932  (shop)  or  (318)  879-2494 
(home). 

FOR  SALE: 

1970  Int'l  Truck  1600  Series 

FOR  SALE:          1 986  CAMECO  2-row 

Harvester,  cab  &  air,  good 
condition;  1986  Volvo  N-12 
Truck,  10  speed  with  Volvo 
Engine,  good  condition.  Call 

with  Grain  Bed.  Field  Ready. 
Tandum  axles.  $1,800.00.  Call 
(318)  394-4146.  Allen  Oubre,          ! 
St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

(504)  545-8429  or  (504) 

545-2564. 

FOR  SALE: 

1986  Single  Row  Broussard 
Cutter  w/JD  Engine,  Good 
Shape.  Call  (504)  369-7349. 

Wanted:  JD  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors. 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


SAVE 

50% 

&W\ore\ 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 
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Pepsi,  cont.  from  p.  3 

ment  Manager  for  Pepsi.  "It  will  provide 
Louisiana  consumers  with  a  significant, 
end-use  soft  drink  sweetened  by  Louisi- 
ana cane  sugar  for  the  first  time  in  many 
years." 

"Louisiana  Pepsi"  is  the  traditional 
Pepsi  formula,  sweetened  with  pure 
Louisiana  cane  sugar,  rather  than  the 
high-fructose  corn  syrup  used  to 
sweeten  most  soft  drinks.  The  new  prod- 
uct will  be  distributed  statewide  by 
Delta  Beverage  Group  and  by  Acadiana 
Bottling  in  the  Greater  Lafayette  area, 
and  sold  in  12  oz.  cans  and  16  oz.  glass 
bottles  in  grocery  stores,  convenience 
stores  and  restaurants. 

"We  are  extremely  pleased  that  Pepsi 
has  chosen  to  produce  its  cane  sugar 
blend,"  according  to  Charles  Melancon, 
President  and  General  Manager  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  "This 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Maclean  Land  Services  Inc. 


Operating,  managing  and  consulting 
on  land,  agricultural  and/or  mineral 
matters  since  1970. 


Phone  (504)  868-4963  •  Fax  (504)  851-6951 
P.  O.  Box  3620  •  Houma,  LA  70361 

Paul  Maclean,  President 
Licensed  Louisiana  Real  Estate  Broker 


product  is  good  for  Louisiana  farmer: 
and  good  for  Louisiana.  Its  success  wil 
benefit  us  all." 

Pepsi's  cane  sugar  blend  will  be  sole 
throughout  the  state.  Pending  produc 
success,  Pepsi's  Louisiana  bottlers  hop< 
to  eventually  export  the  product  t( 
neighboring  states. 


^  - 


W  S 
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For  Sale  For  Sail 
For  Sale  l 

For  Sate  For  Sail 

For  Salt  For  Sail 


F 

Fc 

For  Salt  Far  Sal* 

For  Sate 

For  Sail 

For  Sale 

Far  Sail 

Stand  Out. 

Sell  your  equipment 
in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  today. 
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Commercial  Members 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE  IH 

P.  O.  Box  171818,  Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

The  Cropmate  Company 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 

P.  O.  Box  15747,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pleasant  Hill  Auction  &  Realty 

115  V's  Lane,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  12014,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  27709 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Scott  Construction  Equipment 

P.  O.  Box  340,  Broussard,  LA  70518 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 


Sweet  Dreams  Are 
Made  Of  This. 


THIMET  On  Sugar  Cane. 

It's  simple.  Wireworms  reduce  your  cane  stands.  And  your  yields.  Let  them  get 

hold  of  your  new  fields,  and  you'll  lose  a  lot  more  than  sleep.  What  you  need  is  THIMET®  20-G 

soil  and  systemic  insecticide  in  your  establishment  year.  THIMET  20-G  has  been  proven  to  reduce 

wireworm  numbers  while  providing  significant  increases  in  cane  stand.  Don't  let  wireworms  leave 

you  tossing  and  turning.  Apply  THIMET  20-G  at  planting.  And  rest  easy. 


PERFORMANCE.  VALUE.  PROTECTION. 


Hardest  I     Restricted  ^°  Pesticide  Always  follow  label  directions. 
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Lawrence  F.  Dugas,  Sr. 
King  Sucrose  LV 


The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival 
and  Fair  Association  has  an- 
nounced that  Lawrence  F.  Dugas, 
Sr.  of  St.  Martinville,  La.  will  reign  as 
King  Sucrose  over  its  annual  festival,  to 
be  held  Sept.  26-29  in  New  Iberia. 

Dugas  was  born  in  St.  Martinville  to 
Dennis  and  Corinne  Wiltz  Dugas.  He 
graduated  from  New  Iberia  High  School 
in  1941  and  started  farming  with  his  fa- 
ther in  1942.  At  that  time  they  were  rais- 
ing rice,  but  in  1945  they  began  raising 
sugarcane.  At  present,  he  owns  and  op- 
erates D  &  S  Farms,  a  2,000-acre  farm  in 
Iberia  and  St.  Martin  parishes. 

He  was  past  Vice  President  of  Cajun 
Sugar  Co-op  Inc.  of  New  Iberia,  former 
Board  Member  of  Production  Credit, 
and  former  Board  of  Director  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  He  is 


presently  an  Honorary  Member  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  and 
serves  as  Treasurer  and  part  owner  of 
Cane  Harvest  Inc.,  which  designed  and 
patented  the  two-row  cane  harvester. 

Dugas  is  married  to  Carol  Parrish 
Dugas.  Combined,  they  have  six  chil- 
dren. Lawrence  has  one  son,  Lawrence 
Dugas  Jr.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming 
with  his  father,  and  three  daughters, 
Ruth  Delhomme,  Barbara  Tauzin  and 
Joan  Louviere.  He  has  two  stepdaugh- 
ters; Kris  Thibodeaux  and  Tracie  Bryant. 
He  also  has  12  grandchildren. 

His  hobbies  include  dancing,  draw- 
ing/inventing farm  equipment,  fishing 
and  his  grandchildren. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
congratulates  Lawrence  Dugas,  Sr.  for 
being  selected  King  Sucrose  LV. 
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Lightweight...Rugged...  : 

Built  for  Performance  and  Value 


»> 
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FRONT       W I 


LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Good  to  be  home 

It  seems  as  though  this  summer  has 
passed  extraordinarily  fast  with  much 
time  being  spent  with  Charles  Thibaut 
and  others  from  the  League  in  Washing- 
ton duelling  with  the  refiners  over  price 
caps  and  other  "foolishness"  (as  my 
mother  would  term  it).  During  the  past 
several  months,  it  seems  that  my  weekly 
schedule  was  to  board  a  plane  on  Sun- 
day afternoon  or  Monday  morning  and 
return  on  Thursday  night  or  Friday 
morning,  then  repeat  it  again  the  next 
week. 

During  that  time  I  unfortunately 
missed  several  of  the  Ag  Extension  field 
days  and  wish  to  apologize  to  those  par- 
ishes for  my  absence.  However,  we  were 
fortunate  enough  to  wrap  up  the  latest 
battles  in  Washington  in  time  for  me  to 
make  a  number  of  the  remaining  field 
days,  which  I  do  enjoy.  Upon  comple- 
tion of  the  field  days,  John  Constant  and 
I  moved  into  several  days  of  meetings 
with  growers  and  mill  representatives 
about  getting  an  annual  PAC  drive 
started. 

I  can  tell  when  the  summer  has 
passed  quickly  and  when  I  have  been 
busy  by  counting  the  number  of  week- 
ends that  I  have  managed  to  spend  at 
my  camp.  I  can  tell  you  now  that  it 
doesn't  take  Ray  Charles  to  see  that  the 
number  of  weekends  were  not  many; 
actually,  two  weekends  so  far  this  year. 
In  the  meantime,  would  anyone  like  to 
buy  a  camp?  Seriously,  we  have  finished 
our  latest  rounds  of  battles  in  Washing- 


ton and  thankfully  were  successful  in 
defeating  an  effort  by  the  refiners  to  cap 
the  price  of  raw  sugar.  For  those  of  you 
who  still  believe  that  you  fight  a  farm 
bill  once  every  five  years  and  then  go 
back  to  the  farm  and  don't  worry  about 
the  farm  bill  for  another  five  years;  well, 
that  day  is  long  gone  -  History!  Ancient 
History!  We  fully  expect  and  are  prepar- 
ing for  another  frontal  attack  on  the 
sugar  industry  beginning  after  the  first 
of  the  year. 

To  tell  you  exactly  what  the  commer- 
cial users  or  the  refiners  will  come  with 
this  next  year  is  not  known.  It  could  be 
legislation  to  simply  eliminate  the  farm 
program,  or  a  price  cap  amendment  to 
the  budget  as  was  proposed  this  last 
time,  or  restrictions  on  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  as  to  how  they  operate  the 
program,  or  any  other  such  device 
which  is  disguised  to  make  it  look  as 
though  they  are  correcting  some  prob- 
lem that  doesn't  actually  exist.  The  bot- 
tom line  is  they  are  only  trying  to  trans- 
fer income  from  the  growers  pocket  to 
their  pocket. 

It  is  ironic  that  such  would  continue, 
particularly  in  light  of  the  fact  that  the 
refiners  have  now  moved  into  a  position 
of  extremely  favorable  margins.  As  I  dic- 
tate this  article  (8/14),  the  July  average 
price  for  sugar  reflects  the  fact  hat  refin- 
ing margins  have  increased  to  7.7  cents 
as  refined  prices  were  holding  steady  at 
29.5  cents  and  the  raw  prices  had 
dropped  to  21.8  cents.  Again,  little  basis 
for  refiners  to  complain. 


Louisiana  Sugar  Products 

I  have  mentioned  in  past  articles 
about  the  need  for  our  industry  and  the 
people  of  our  region  to  support  the  sales 
of  Pepsi  Cola  and  Abita  Root  Beer.  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  visit  with  Larry 
Smith  and  Randall  Mann  of  Acadiana 
Beverage  of  Lafayette.  Larry  is  a  frater- 
nity brother  of  mine  from  college  so 
there  wasn't  a  need  for  courteous  small 
talk  that  just  takes  up  time.  Instead, 
Larry  went  straight  to  the  heart  of  the 
discussion  by  expressing  his  support  for 
our  industry  while  being  vilified  by 
Coca-Cola  and  others  cold  drink  manu- 
facturers for  associating  with  the  "bad 
sugar  guys." 

We  discussed  his  marketing  strategy 
and  the  fact  that  he  intends  to  use  sugar 
in  all  of  his  beverages;  not  only  the  12- 
ounce  cans,  but  the  20-ounce  bottles,  the 
2-liter  bottles  and  other  beverage  lines 
that  are  produced  by  Acadiana  Bever- 
age. Additionally,  he  is  proposing  the 
production  of  bumper  stickers,  coupons 
and  other  marketing  gimmicks  for  use 
by  people  that  support  the  sugar  indus- 
try in  hopes  that  we  can  help  him  pro- 
mote his  product,  which  in  turns  helps 
promote  our  product  -  sugar.  That  infor- 
mation should  be  forthcoming  in  the 
next  several  weeks.  I  have  written  about 
Pepsi  and  Abita  Root  Beer  in  the  past 
two  articles  and  wish  for  everyone  to 
understand  that  we  had  better  not  let 
this  opportunity  pass  us  by.  If  we  don't 
push  our  grocers  and  other  vendors  to 
use  Pepsi  and  other  sugar-containing 
beverages,  we  can  only  blame  ourselves 
for  the  loss  of  a  potential  market.  Addi- 
tionally, we  may  never  get  this  opportu- 
nity for  revitalizing  the  use  of  sugar  in 
cold  drinks  again.  Please  watch  for 
things  to  come  and  please  be  prepared  to 
help  with  the  efforts.  We  will  need  each 
and  every  one  of  you  to  do  your  share  to 
make  this  endeavor  work. 


Good  Luck 

With  August  comes  planting  season, 
which  is  not  anyone's  favorite  time  of 
year.  It  is  my  hope  that  the  weather  will 
give  us  a  break  (I  guess  no  one  thought 
we'd  be  asking  for  the  rain  to  stop)  and 
that  everyone  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  get  their  crop  planted  before  grinding 
season  begins.  The  crop  estimates  at  this 
point  seem  to  reflect,  for  the  state,  a  crop 
that  is  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood 
of  "normal"  since  this  past  year's  crop 
was  a  bit  above  the  norm. 

Since  this  issue  may  be  the  last  that 
many  of  you  read  until  after  grinding,  let 
me  wish  you  the  best  in  the  planting  sea- 
son and  hope  that  your  crop  is  a  good 
one.  Don't  forget  that  the  Louisiana 
Sugar  Cane  Festival  in  New  Iberia  is 
Sept.  26-29.  Let's  support  this  event  that 
honors  our  industry. 

ASCL  Foundation 

As  many  of  you  are  aware,  the 
League  has  established  a  Research  Foun- 
dation to  which  contributions  can  be 
made.  The  donations  are  earning  inter- 
est, and  at  such  a  time  as  we  can  grow 
the  funds  to  a  sizeable  amount,  we  can 
then  begin  to  utilize  the  interest  received 
annually  for  research.  If  anyone  wishes 
to  contribute  on  behalf  of  a  friend  or  rela- 
tive who  has  passed  away,  send  a  check 
to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Foundation  and  mail  it  to  the  League 
office  at  P.O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA 
70302-0938.  Your  contribution  will  go  a 
long  way  for  future  research.  A  letter  to 
the  family  will  also  be  sent. 
Additionally,  if  anyone  is  looking  for  a 
"place"  that  can  provide  you  with  an 
IRS-approved  tax  deductible  donation, 
the  ASCL  Foundation  is  available. 

The  money,  when  used,  will  be  for 
sugarcane  research.  Please  think  about 
the  Foundation  when  giving.  It's  for 
your  industry. 


FIVE  MODELS, 
50,000  REASONS. 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  YOUR  NEXT  NEW  TRACTOR,  ASK  AN  OWNER. 


There  are  more  than  50,000 
Case  IH  MAGNUM™  tractors 
working  fields  and  farms 
around  the  world.  And  with 
over  65  million  hours  of 
rugged  fieldwork  behind  them, 
they've  proven  what  a  differ- 
ence durability,  reliability  and 
performance  can  make. 

You'll  feel  that  difference  in 
the  7200  Series  MAGNUM 
tractors,  ranging  from  130  to 
215PTOhp.  At  the  heart  of 
every  MAGNUM  is  its  8.3  L 

Lanier  Implement 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)893-1988 
(800)256-1950 

Huval  Tractor 

Cecelia,  LA 
(318)667-6535 


diesel  engine  —  the  definition 
of  pure  agricultural  power. 
Not  to  mention  the  standard 
18-speed  full-powershift 
transmission  that  gives  you 
complete  control  of  1 8  forward 
and  four  reverse  speeds,  as 
well  as  an  optional  creeper 
transmission  that  adds  six  for- 
ward and  two  reverse  speeds. 
Yet  with  all  that  performance, 
there  is  no  shortage  of  com- 
fort. The  MAGNUM  tractor 
cab  means  highly  efficient 


luxury.  From  the  economically 
designed  seat  to  the  smart 
layout  of  the  controls,  you're 
surrounded  with  features  that 
make  it  easy  to  put  in  a  full 
day's  work. 

If  you're  looking  for  a 
proven  tractor  with  all  the 
assets  you  need  to  maximize 
productivity,  be  sure  to  test 
drive  a  MAGNUM  tractor.  But 
don't  just  take  our  word  for  it. 

ASK  AN  OWNER. 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 


Switzer  Sales  &  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)276-6384 


Lemann's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


Don't  Spend 

All  Your  Pennies 

Leasing  a  Tractor 


Spend  only  12  cents  per  horsepower  hour* 
to  lease  a  new  GENESIS™  tractor 

The  special  GENESIS  36  month  CUSTOMER  CONFIDENCE  LEASE  from  Ford 
New  Holland  Credit  offers: 

•  Economical  costs...  lease  for  as  little  as  12  cents  per  hp/hour  based  on  600  hours 
of  use  per  year 

•  Cash  flow  benefits...  obtain  equipment  with  less  initial  capital  outlay 

•  Choices  at  end  of  lease...  purchase  the  tractor  for  a  stated  price,  re-lease,  or  return 
the  tractor 

•  3  Year  Warranty...  it's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business 

"Lease  cost  per  hour  based  on  GENESIS  Model  8870  and  600  hours  of  use.  Cost  of  lease  may  vary  based  on  tractor  models  and  options. 
Available  through  Ford  New  Holland  Credit  to  qualified  customers. 
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Houma 

1210  St.  Charles  St. 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504;  355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Conference  Passes  Fiscal  Year  1997 
Agriculture  Appropriations  Bill 

The  House  and  Senate  finished  work 
on  the  FY  1997  Agriculture  Appropria- 
tions Bill  and  cleared  the  measure  for 
President  Clinton's  approval.  House 
and  Senate  conferees  reconciled  their 
two  versions  on  July  30,  and  produced  a 
final  bill  that  provides  $53.3  billion  for 
the  administration  of  farm  programs, 
rural  development,  conservation  mea- 
sures, and  food  stamp  and  nutrition  pro- 
grams. The  conferees,  led  by  House  Ap- 
propriations Chairman,  Rep.  Bob 
Livingston  (R-LA),  removed  a  price  cap 
on  raw  sugar  that  had  been  included  in 
the  House  version,  and  added  report 
language  recognizing  generally  the  im- 
portance of  a  healthy  sugar  market  for 
growers,  processors  and  consumers 
alike.  The  report  language  encourages 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  issue 
biannual  reports  on  the  supply  and  price 
of  raw  sugar.  The  conference  report  also 
split  the  total  spending  difference  be- 
tween the  two  versions,  adding  $158 
million  in  discretionary  spending  to  the 
House  bill.  The  final  spending  measure 
provides  about  $5  billion  less  than  Presi- 
dent Clinton  requested  and  is  $10.3  bil- 
lion below  FY  1996  levels. 

The  original  House  bill  had  included 
a  provision,  authored  by  Rep.  Jack 
Kingston  (R-GA),  to  cap  the  price  of  raw 
sugar  at  117.5  percent  of  the  loan  rate. 
The  Senate  bill,  authored  by  Sen.  Thad 
Cochran  (R-MS),  omitted  the  price  cap. 
Sugar  proponents  defeated,  by  a  vote  of 
63-35,  an  amendment  by  Sen.  Judd 
Gregg  (R-NH)  to  prohibit  non-recourse 
loans  to  sugar  growers  earning  $10  mil- 
lion or  more  in  revenue. 

The  bill  also  increases  funding  levels 


for  research  programs.  At  the  strong 
urging  of  Sen.  J.  Bennett  Johnston  (R- 
LA),  a  member  of  the  Senate  Agriculture 
Appropriations  Subcommittee,  funding 
for  the  research  station  at  Houma,  La. 
was  increased  by  $400,000. 

USDA  Proposes  Fiscal  Year  1997 
Tariff -Rate  Quota  for  Raw  Cane 
Sugar  Under  Revised  Formula 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  proposed  a  tariff-rate  quota  for  FY 
1997  under  a  new  formula.  The  USDA  is 
accepting  comments  on  this  proposal.  It 
is  important  that  any  questions  or  com- 
ments be  forwarded  to  the  USDA  at  the 
address  listed  below.  The  proposal  was 
announced  in  the  following  USDA  press 
release  on  Aug.  13. 

//rThe  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
today  proposed  the  fiscal  year  1997  tar- 
iff-rate quota  for  raw  cane  sugar  under  a 
revised  formula  for  its  administration.  A 
final  decision  on  the  TRQ  and  the  re- 
vised administration  will  be  taken  after 
reviewing  comments  from  the  public. 

Under  the  new  formula,  the  USDA 
has  proposed  a  fiscal  year  1997  TRQ 
using  the  current  forecasts  of  U.S.  do- 
mestic production  and  consumption,  as 
published  in  USDA's  World  Agricul- 
tural Supply  and  Estimates  ,  to  deter- 
mine U.S.  import  needs  for  the  fiscal 
year. 

However,  the  U.S.  Trade  Representa- 
tive will  not  initially  allocate  the  entire 
established  TRQ.  USTR  will  later  allo- 
cate a  reserved  quantity  of  the  TRQ  un- 
less the  stocks-to-use  ratio  reported  in 
the  WASDE  is  above  a  prescribed  level. 

Using  this  formula  for  the  fiscal  year 
1997  TRQ,  USTR  will  allocate  1,875,000 
metric  tons  (2,066,834  short  tons)  of  the 


total  TRQ  proposed  in  this  press  release 
on  or  before  Sept.  16, 1996.  If  the  stocks- 
to-use  ratio  reported  in  the  USDA's  No- 
vember 1996  WASDE  is  less  than  or 
equal  to  15.5  percent,  an  additional 
200,000  metric  tons  of  the  total  TRQ  will 
be  allocated  by  USTR  within  three  busi- 
ness days  of  the  WASDE  report.  If  the 
ratio  is  greater  than  15.5  percent 
(rounded  to  tenths),  no  allocation  will 
occur  and,  without  further  notice, 
200,000  tons  will  be  canceled  immedi- 
ately, effectively  reducing  the  total  an- 
nounced TRQ.  The  same  process  will 
occur  with  the  February  and  May  1997 
WASDE  reports,  with  an  additional 
200,000  metric  tons  to  be  allocated  or 
canceled  following  each  report. 

During  the  TRQ  period,  the  USDA 
will  monitor  the  import  requirements 
necessary  to  meet  U.S.  domestic  de- 
mand and  may,  at  any  time,  increase  the 
size  of  the  TRQ  to  ensure  sufficient  sugar 
supplies  in  the  U.S.  market.  Further  TRQ 
increases,  if  necessary,  will  be  made  on 
the  basis  of  the  most  reliable  supply  and 
use  information  available,  and  will  be  al- 
located by  USTR  within  three  business 
days  of  each  announcement.  Any  addi- 
tional increase  would  not  affect  the 
stocks-to-use  percentage  trigger  or  any 
remaining  allocation  or  cancellation  of 
the  original  TRQ. 

In  addition,  USDA  will  establish  the 
size  of  the  refined  and  specialty  sugar 
TRQs  to  be  announced  with  the  final- 
ized raw  cane  sugar  TRQ.  The  refined 
sugar  TRQ  will  be  adjusted  to  allow 
Mexico  access  for  either  raw  or  refined 
sugar,  to  comply  with  our  NAFTA  obli- 
gations. USDA  proposes  to  increase  the 
specialty  sugar  TRQ,  which  is  taken 
from  the  total  refined  TRQ,  from  1,656 
metric  tons  in  fiscal  year  1996  to  5,000 
metric  tons  during  fiscal  year  1997  to 
provide  additional  access  for  sugar  not 
commonly  produced  in  the  United 
States,  including  organic  refined  sugar. 


The  proposed  increase  in  the  specialty 
sugar  TRQ  may  lead  to  an  adjustment  of 
the  quantity  of  refined  sugar  that  can  be 
entered  at  low-tier  tariff  under  the  re- 
fined sugar  TRQ. 

Public  comments  on  this  proposal 
should  be  sent  by  Aug.  30  to  Stephen 
Hammond,  Sugar  Group  Team  Leader, 
USDA,  South  Building,  Room  5531,  Ag 
Stop  1021,  Washington,  D.C.,  20250- 
9860;  telephone  (202)  720-1061.  A  final 
announcement  regarding  the  raw,  re- 
fined, and  specialty  sugar  TRQs  will  be 
made  on  or  before  Sept.  13, 1996." 

USDA  Releases  Sugarcane 
Production  Numbers 

The  USDA  published  its  Crop  Pro- 
duction Report  on  Aug.  12,  including  re- 
sults for  sugarcane.  Sugarcane  produc- 
tion for  sugar  and  seed  is  expected  to 
total  27.6  million  tons  this  year,  a  drop  of 
10  percent  from  last  year.  The  total  acre- 
age to  be  harvested  is  869,000  acres, 
identical  to  June's  estimate  but  seven 
percent  below  1995  levels.  Forecasted 
yield  is  31.8  tons  per  acre,  1.2  tons  less 
than  last  year. 

Lowered  expectations  in  Louisiana 
due  to  the  winter  freeze  has  been  coun- 
tered by  lighter  than  normal  cane  borer 
pressure.  Favorable  weather  since  then 
and  timely  rains  contributed  to  good  to 
excellent  conditions  into  August. 
Florida  sugarcane  withstood  hot,  dry 
weather  in  early  July,  and  was  rescued 
by  rain  later  in  the  month.  However, 
drought  conditions  in  Texas,  coupled 
with  expected  shortages  of  irrigation 
water,  has  lowered  expected  yield  there 
to  the  lowest  level  in  six  years. 

The  USDA  also  reversed  earlier  fore- 
casts regarding  the  import  quota  short- 
fall. In  its  WASDE  released  on  Aug.  12, 
the  USDA  announced  it  will  no  longer 
reallocate  80,000  tons  of  expected  import 
quota  shortfall  for  1995/96  because  of 
adequate  raw  sugar  supply  this  sum- 
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mer.  In  addition,  the  USDA  reduced  its 
1996/97  forecasts  for  sugarbeet  produc- 
tion by  150,000  tons.  The  lower  estimates 
mean  130,000  tons  less  raw  sugar  avail- 
able for  1996/97  than  forecast  in  July. 

Congress  Wraps  Up  Summer  Agenda 

Congress  recessed  for  August  after 
completing  a  heavy  legislative  calendar 
highlighted  by  an  overhaul  of  welfare, 
changes  in  health  insurance  coverage 
and  an  increase  in  the  minimum  wage. 
Legislators  headed  for  home  to  hit  the 
campaign  trails  and  to  prepare  for  the 
party  conventions  that  will  signal  the  final 
drive  toward  the  November  elections. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  legisla- 
tive initiative  passed  is  the  welfare  bill 
that  overhauls  nearly  60  years  of  federal 
social  policy  regarding  poor  children. 
H.R.  3734  would  remove  the  federal 
guarantee  of  cash  assistance  to  poor 
mothers  and  children  by  requiring  re- 
cipients to  find  work  within  two  years, 
and  limiting  lifetime  eligibility  to  five 
years.  The  measure  replaces  Aid  to 
Families  with  Dependent  Children,  the 
central  welfare  program,  with  a  block 
grant  of  Temporary  Assistance  for 
Needy  Families,  which  gives  wide  dis- 
cretion to  the  states  to  determine  a 
recipient's  eligibility  Proponents  hope 
the  plan  will  save  $55  billion  over  the 
next  six  years.  The  bill  passed  easily  fol- 
lowing a  public  endorsement  from 
President  Clinton,  receiving  support 
from  half  the  Democrats  in  the  House 
and  the  majority  of  Senate  Democrats. 
Republicans  gave  nearly  unanimous 
approval  in  both  the  House  and  Senate. 

Congress  also  passed  the  Health  In- 
surance Portability  and  Accountability 
Act  (H.R.  3103)  which  would  enable  per- 
sons who  lose  or  leave  their  jobs  to  main- 
tain health  insurance  coverage.  The  bill 
requires  insurers  that  sell  individual 
plans  to  offer  them  to  persons  leaving 
group  insurance  plans.  A  compromise 


was  struck  between  Republicans  and 
Democrats  on  another,  more  contentious 
provision.  The  compromise  will  allow 
individuals  with  high-deductible  health 
insurance  plans  to  accrue  tax-deductible 
medical  savings  accounts  which  could 
be  used  for  medical  expenses  only.  How- 
ever, the  medical  savings  accounts  are 
available  only  on  a  trial  basis.  President 
Clinton  has  said  he  will  sign  H.R.  3103. 
President  Clinton  is  also  expected  to 
sign  H.R.  3448  which  will  raise  the  mini- 
mum wage  by  90  cents  to  $5.15  per  hour. 
Originally,  the  House  and  Senate  ver- 
sions both  called  for  the  minimum  wage 
to  be  raised  in  two  45-cent  increments, 
the  first  occurring  retroactively  on  July 
1, 1996,  and  then  again  on  July  1, 1997. 
However,  under  the  conference  report 
cleared  by  the  House  and  Senate  on 
Aug.  2,  the  minimum  wage  would  be 
raised,  instead,  by  50  cents  to  $4.75  by 
Oct.  1, 1996,  and  then  again  by  40  cents 
to  $5.15  on  Sept.  1, 1997. 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

*  Fully  Automatic* 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  1 5  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 
Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 


PERFORMANCE 


PROVEN 


Cane  Harvesting  \\    Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonvillc  Thibodaox 

(504)  473-9826       (504)  447-3776 
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ARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Leaf  Scald  in  Seed  Cane  -  Clean  Seed 
Crop  Report  -  Roundup  Ultra  Drift 


As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Sugar  Bulletin,  leaf  scald  is 
spreading  in  some  of  the  variet- 
ies that  are  recommended  for  planting 
this  year.  Because  researchers  know  very 
little  about  the  potential  impact  of  this 
disease  on  yields  of  these  varieties,  there 
is  some  concern  about  how  much  acre- 
age should  be  planted.  The  two  varieties 
that  are  of  most  concern  are  LCP  82-89 
and  HoCP  85-845.  Some  growers  have 
experienced  stand  and  vigor  problems 
with  LCP  82-89  and  acreage  of  this  vari- 
ety may  not  expand  as  rapidly  as  origi- 
nally thought.  There  is  only  limited  seed 
cane  acreage  of  HoCP  85-845  available 
and  this  is  primarily  from  a  Kleentek 
source.  League  secondary  stations  were 
never  distributed  because  of  the  pres- 
ence of  leaf  scald.  However,  acreage  of 
the  two  varieties  occupies  more  than  15 
percent  of  the  industry's  total  acreage 
during  1996  and  could  expand  signifi- 
cantly if  growers  plant  all  available  seed 
cane. 

The  concern  comes  from  the  quantity 
of  leaf  scald  and  severity  of  symptoms 
found  in  some  potential  seed  cane  fields. 
It  has  been  estimated  that  some  of  these 
fields  have  as  much  as  20  percent  leaf 
scald.  It  should  be  noted  that  there  is  still 
not  sufficient  data  to  clearly  say  that  this 
level  will  lead  to  a  yield  reduction;  how- 
ever, there  is  enough  leaf  scald  and  the 
symptoms  are  severe  enough  to  warrant 
some  concern.  Growers  are  therefore 
cautioned  that  if  they  plant  any  of  this 
LCP  82-89  or  HoCP  85-845  with  leaf 


scald,  they  should  closely  monitor  the 
level  of  disease  spread,  and  be  cautious 
of  building  a  level  of  disease  that  may 
hurt  the  yield  in  future  plantings.  It  is 
even  more  important  to  avoid  mechani- 
cal spread  into  other  fields.  While  leaf 
scald  can  also  be  dispersed  through 
aerial  means,  especially  in  thunder- 
storms or  hurricanes,  growers  cannot 
alter  this  spread.  But,  growers  can  make 
sure  they  DO  NOT  strip  seed  cane  of 
these  two  varieties,  LCP  82-89  and 
HoCP  85-845.  Nor  should  they  bush-hog 
or  shave  fields  of  these  two  varieties  as 
this  may  also  contribute  to  the  spread  of 
the  bacterium  which  causes  leaf  scald. 
Yield  tests  have  shown  that  healthy  seed 
of  these  two  varieties  can  help  your  pro- 
duction and  it  is  hoped  that  growers  can 
utilize  them.  However,  growers  should 
be  cautious  about  the  spread  of  this  dis- 
ease which  will  reduce  the  chances  of 
making  good  yields  in  these  two  variet- 
ies. The  bottom  line  is  that  if  you  want  to 
grow  these  two  varieties,  you  should 
learn  what  leaf  scald  can  look  like  and 
closely  monitor  these  fields. 

Clean  Seed 

While  on  the  subject  of  disease 
spread,  growers  are  reminded  of  the  im- 
portance of  a  clean  seed  program.  Ar- 
ticles have  been  written  in  the  past  and 
information  is  available  from  your 
county  agent's  office  on  methods  that 
should  be  used  in  a  clean  seed  program. 
These  include  sterilization  of  harvesting, 
loading,  and  planting  equipment  as  well 
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as  the  use  of  the  highest  quality  seed  that 
comes  from  either  heat-treated  or 
Kleentek  seed.  Once  clean  seed  is  estab- 
lished on  the  farm,  it  should  be  pro- 
tected since  a  major  investment  has  been 
made.  Growers  are  also  reminded  that 
they  should  be  replanting  a  new  source 
of  clean  seed  each  year  so  that  the 
buildup  of  RSD,  leaf  scald  and  other  dis- 
eases can  hopefully  be  kept  to  a  mini- 
mum. 

If  you  are  not  sure  of  what  practices 
you  should  be  following  in  your  clean 
seed  program,  call  one  of  the  patholo- 
gists at  LSU  or  USDA,  or  one  of  the  co- 
operative extension  personnel.  They  can 
provide  you  with  the  information  you 
need  to  conduct  an  effective  clean  seed 
program. 

If  you  have  trouble  reaching  one  of 
these  pathology  experts,  call  the  League 
office  and  one  of  the  League's  agrono- 
mist will  assist  you. 

Crop  Report 

Most  of  the  cane  belt  has  had  suffi- 
cient rain  during  the  first  two  weeks  of 
August.  However,  prior  to  that  time 
there  were  several  areas  that  had  not  re- 
ceived adequate  amounts  of  rain  for 
optimal  growth.  As  a  result,  cane  growth 
has  been  good  in  many  areas  of  the  cane 
belt  but  has  been  retarded  in  others.  The 
southern  and  eastern  parishes  generally 
have  better  cane  growth  and  height  is 
near  normal  for  some  growers.  The  fur- 
ther west  and  north  one  travels,  gener- 
ally the  more  affected  the  crop  is  as  a 
result  of  the  rather  harsh  winter  of  1995/ 
96. 

The  Farm  Service  Agency  has  still 
not  released  its  official  acreage  report  for 
the  1996  crop,  which  is  desperately 
needed  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  reliable 
crop  estimate.  Many  of  the  industry  per- 
sonnel who  travel  the  cane  belt  feel  that 
the   industry   may   still   make  some 


850,000  tons  of  sugar.  Some  feel  that 
with  a  good  harvest  season,  this  produc- 
tion level  could  increase. 

Polado 

The  recommendations  for  the  appli- 
cation of  Polado  are  available  from  the 
Cooperative  Extension  Office.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  growers  consider  applying 
enough  of  this  growth  regulator  to  get 
them  far  enough  into  the  harvest  sched- 
ule until  natural  maturity  takes  over. 
However,  growers  should  be  reminded 
that  Polado  has  not  been  proven  to  work 
100  percent  of  the  time.  When  the  collec- 
tion of  past  research  is  summarized, 
approximately  75  percent  of  the  time  an 
improvement  in  sugar  per  acre  can  be 
realized.  This  percentage  can  be  affected 
by  a  number  of  factors  including  the 
variety  in  question,  the  weather  at  the 
time  of  application,  and  the  weather 
during  the  interval  between  application 
and  harvest. 

Growers  should  be  reminded  that 
applications  made  during  extremely  dry 
weather  the  last  few  years  have  gener- 
ally not  resulted  in  a  large  increase  in 
yield.  In  fact,  some  growers  feel  they  lost 
yield  as  a  result  of  these  extreme 
weather  conditions.  The  complete  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  all  of  the  ques- 
tions can  be  found  in  the  recommenda- 
tions available  from  your  county  agent's 
office. 

Roundup  Ultra  Drift 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  complaints  being  raised  with  re- 
gard to  drift  of  Roundup  Ultra  onto  ad- 
jacent standing  cane.  Many  of  these 
fields  have  been  affected  in  a  very  no- 
ticeable way  and  some  growers  are 
questioning  the  use  of  this  cane  for  seed 
purposes.  Company  officials  have  indi- 
cated that  this  should  not  be  happening 
but  do  admit  that  a  different  surfactant 
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has  been  used  in  the  manufacturing  of 
this  material.  Researchers  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  to  test  this  material  prior 
to  its  use  in  the  industry  and  so  there 
was  no  warning  available  about  this 
problem.  Researchers  are  now  evaluat- 
ing the  concerns  about  the  drift  prob- 
lems of  this  material  and  hopefully  will 
have  information  available  for  next  year 
regarding  this  issue. 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 
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Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


First  South  PCA 


W 


Donna  Thibodeaux 

New  Iberia 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 
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Made 

in 

Louisiana 


CAMECO 


For  the 

Louisiana 

Sugar  Industry 


Cane  Combine  Harvester 


For  more  details,  contact: 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


N.  10th  St.  &Coulon  Road 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Phone  (504)  447-7285 

FAX  (504)  447-5735 


400  S.  Canal  St. 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
Phone  (318)  276-6314 
FAX  (318)  276-9827 
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NVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants.  Inc. 

Bagasse  Boilers  vs.  Incinerators 


The  U.S.  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  announced  officially  on 
June  21  of  its  intent  to  form  an  ad- 
visory committee  to  assist  in  revising  the 
existing  federal  regulations  for  control- 
ling emissions  from  industrial,  commer- 
cial and  institutional  (ICI)  combustion  of 
fuels  and  non-hazardous  solid  wastes. 
The  objective  of  this  EPA  initiative  is  to 
develop  revised  regulations  by  the  year 
2000,  as  required  by  the  Federal  Clean 
Air  Act  Amendments  (CAAA). 

The  advisory  group  proposed  by 
EPA  will  consist  of  a  "coordinating  com- 
mittee" and  several  "work  groups."  The 
EPA  will  select  a  very  limited  number  of 
advisors  for  the  task,  based  on  personal 
qualifications,  including  environmental- 
ists, health  scientists,  industrial  boiler 
and  incinerator  experts,  and  govern- 
ment agents.  Parties  affected  by  the  rules 
are  called  "stakeholders"  and  the  dead- 
line for  nominations  to  serve  on  the 
committee  and  work  groups  is  Aug.  20. 

Federal  rules  affecting  ICI  Combus- 
tion of  fuels  (that  are  to  be  revised)  are 
those  authorized  by  Sections  111,  112 
and  129  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  described 
as  follows: 

Section  111  New  Source  Performance 
Standards  (NSPS) 

These  regulations  apply  only  to  new 
sources  such  as  industrial  boilers  and 
incinerators,  portland  cement  plants, 
nitric  acid  plants,  etc.  Present  regula- 
tions affect  sugar  house  boilers  fueled  by 
100  MMBTU/hr  or  more  of  bagasse  and 
on  which  construction  was  initiated  af- 


ter June  19, 1984. 

Section  112  National  Emission 
Standards  for  Hazardous  Air 
Pollutants  (NESHAPS) 

These  rules  define  how  sources  emit- 
ting specific  hazardous  air  pollutants, 
such  as  vinyl  chloride,  are  operated  and 
how  much  pollutant  may  be  emitted. 
The  identity  and  quantity  of  hazardous 
air  pollutants  emitted  from  bagasse 
combustion  is  unknown,  and  these 
regulations  have  not  been  applied  to 
Louisiana  sugar  mills. 

Section  129  Solid  Waste  Combustion 
(SWC) 

These  regulations  apply  only  to  in- 
cinerators. Federal  law  defines  "incin- 
erator" as  a  furnace  combusting  solid 
waste.  Federal  law  defines  solid  waste 
as  "discarded"  material  including  mu- 
nicipal garbage  and  industrial  trash. 
Regulations  authorized  by  this  section 
of  the  CAAA  have  not  been  applicable  at 
Louisiana  sugar  mills  because  bagasse 
burned  in  sugar  mill  boilers  is  definitely 
not  discarded  or  wasted  material. 

This  proposed  rulemaking  does  not 
have  a  direct  affect  on  Louisiana's  State 
Implementation  Plan  (SIP)  and  regula- 
tions which  control  sugar  mill  opera- 
tions. For  instance,  Regulation  33:1313.C 
which  limits  PM  emissions  from  fuel 
burning  equipment,  such  as  bagasse 
boilers,  to  0.6  pounds  per  MMBTU  fuel 
input  will  remain  unchanged.  However, 
Louisiana's  SIP  and  regulations  will  be 
required  to  comply  with  revised  Federal 


15 


NSPS,  NESHAPS  and  SWC  regulations 
when  finally  promulgated. 

Word  of  the  upcoming  regulation  re- 
visions and  EPA's  intent  to  use  a  "com- 
mittee" approach  has  been  circulating 
for  months.  Preliminary  information 
leaks,  including  some  public  confer- 
ences with  "stakeholders/'  has  caused 
considerable  anxiety  among  all  indus- 
tries that  operate  boilers,  and  especially 
among  industries  that  operate  boilers  on 
big-mass  fuels  such  as  bagasse,  wood 
residue  and  rice  husks.  Much  of  the 
anxiety  is  caused  by  a  public  admission 
of  EPA  officials  that  circumvention  of 
existing  federal  law  and  policy  regard- 
ing the  definition  of  solid  waste  is  to  be 
considered.  The  devious  procedure 
would  be  to  define  all  boilers  that  burn 
biomass  as  //incinerators,,  and  therefore 
any  bagasse  burned  in  an  incinerator 
would  automatically  be  solid  waste.  If 
such  comes  to  pass,  mill  boilers  would 
then  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  as  ap- 
plicable to  municipal  garbage  incinera- 
tors, which  environmentalists  feel  are 
extremely  hazardous  and  should  be 
regulated  out  of  existence. 

Federal  resource  conservation  and 
energy  laws  and  policy  have  been  and 
still  are  to  encourage,  and  sometimes  re- 
quire that  big-mass  fuels,  a  renewable 
resource,  be  used  in  lieu  of  fossil  fuels 
and  not  "wasted."  It  would  seem  that  an 
honest  and  competent  advisory  commit- 
tee would  not  recommend  a  devious 
and  wasteful  course  of  action,  but  re- 
member that  the  panel  is  merely  "advi- 
sory" and  will  be  under  EPA's  control. 
An  EPA  decision  to  declare  sugar  mill 
boilers  to  be  incinerators  would  be  a 
political  decision  and  not  a  scientific 
decision  based  on  facts,  and  would  need 
to  be  addressed  in  the  political  arenas 
outside  of  EPA's  proposed  rulemaking 
process.  Our  Congressmen  should  be 
kept  informed  on  any  such  develop- 


ment. 

The  question  at  hand  is  how  should 
the  sugar  industry  in  Louisiana  deal 
with  the  situation.  Obviously  it  will  be 
necessary  to  keep  informed.  Contacts 
have  already  been  made  at  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality, 
and  they  have  been  and  are  continuing 
to  monitor  and  participate  in  this 
rulemaking  process  and  would  be  one 
source  of  information. 

Revised  NSPS  regulations  are  of  little 
concern,  and  the  "incinerator"  issue  is 
easily  defined.  The  NESHAPS  regula- 
tion revision  could  be  a  problem.  The 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  needs  to  find 
out  promptly  whether  or  not  hazardous 
air  pollutants  are  emitted  from  combus- 
ting Louisiana  bagasse,  and  what  can  be 
done  to  minimize  any  such  emissions. 
Hopefully,  year  2000  and  new  regula- 
tions will  not  catch  us  without  the  an- 
swers. 


For  efficiency  &  accuracy  in 

precision  grading, 
consider  the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  Reduce  man-hours  per  project 

•  Easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 
ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.  0.  Box  108 

St.  James,  LA  70086 

(504)  265-3965 
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PLANTING  SUGAR  CANE 


200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


j£~^5^=E==«  Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 


Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
Rt.  1,  Box  269 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)346-6172 


SUGAR    Mill 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


General   ^Sg^   Electric 
Authorized  Dealer 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256- 1 269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 
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We  now  have  drop  housings  for 
4230  &  4430  hi-crop  tractors. 

also 

We  have  a  good  selection  of  used  John 

Deere  and  I-H  chisel  plows  in  stock. 

Equipment  for  Sale 

I-H  784  Utility  Tractor 

J.D.  1050,  turf  tires,  canopy  &  7  ft.  rear  mount  mower 

Long  445  Tractor,  diesel  -  $4,500 

4  ft.  Bush  Hog,  new -$485 

5  ft.  Bush  Hog,  new -$573 

6  ft.  Bush  Hog,  new -$689 

8  ft.  M&W  Bush  Hog,  new  -  $1,850 
17  ft.  J.D.  1640  Disc  Harrow 
J.D.  7  Shank  T  Ripper 
Rear  Mount  Mowers  -  Now  On  Sale 

4  ft.  Grooming  Mower  -  $1,066 

5  ft.  Grooming  Mower  -  $1,138 

6  ft.  Grooming  Mower  -  $1,196 

7  ft.  Grooming  Mower  -  $1,651 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 

12617  E.  Hwv.  90,  leanerette,  La. 


1-800-259-3453 
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ON        ROUGE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


I  N  E 


Sugar  Ally  Joins  Foster's  Administration 


Gov.  Mike  Foster,  a  strong  sugar 
supporter,  recently  added  an- 
other sugar  ally,  former  Rep.  Bo 
Ackal  to  his  staff.  In  1972,  Bo,  a  New 
Iberia  native,  was  elected  to  the  Louisi- 
ana House  of  Representatives.  After  24 
years  of  serving  as  a  State  Representa- 
tive, Bo  says  he  looks  forward  to  the 
challenges  of  his  new  position,  where  he 
will  serve  as  an  advisor  to  the  Governor 
on  fiscal  and  taxation  issues.  Similar  to 
many  other  legislators,  Bo  has  a  close 
connection  to  the  sugar  industry.  His 
former  district,  parts  of  Iberia  and  St. 
Martin  parishes,  includes  many  families 
involved  in  sugar  and  an  abundance  of 
land  devoted  to  sugarcane  crops.  He 
thinks  the  sugar  industry  should  be  pro- 
tected not  only  because  it  provides  one 
of  the  most  stable  sources  of  revenue  for 
local  and  state  economies,  but  also  be- 
cause it  is  an  integral  part  of  Louisiana's 
heritage. 

When  Bo  resigned  from  the  Legisla- 
ture, he  vacated  a  seat  on  the  very  im- 
portant Appropriations  Committee. 
This  Committee  addresses  issues  that 
apply  to  the  state  operating  budget  in- 
cluding expenditure  of  funds,  central 
purchasing  and  fiscal  controls.  Filling 
his  seat  on  the  committee  is  newly 
elected  Rep.  Troy  "T.H."  Hebert  (D  - 
Jeanerette). 

Troy,  a  former  sugarcane  farmer, 
joined  the  legislative  ranks  with  numer- 
ous other  sugar  advocates.  He  has 
vowed  to  maintain  a  strong  supportive 
effort  for  Louisianians  directly  and  indi- 


rectly related  to  the  sugar  industry  and 
looks  forward  to  working  closely  with 
the  League  in  the  future. 

The  primary  elections  for  a  new  rep- 
resentative in  Bo's  former  district  is 
scheduled  for  Sept.  21.  The  general  elec- 
tion will  be  held  on  Nov.  5.  In  addition  to 
this  race,  statewide  ballots  will  include 
federal,  state  and  local  offices,  and  sev- 
eral constitutional  amendments.  The  fol- 
lowing amendments  were  passed  by  the 
State  Legislature  last  regular  session, 
and  now  go  to  the  voters  on  the  follow- 
ing dates. 

Sept.  21, 1996: 

To  exempt  incorporeal  movables 
(things  which  can  neither  be  seen  nor 
touched:  i.e.  intangible  business  prop- 
erty such  as  "goodwill")  from  the  prop- 
erty tax,  with  exceptions  (SB  6,  Regular 
Session). 

•  Exceptions  to  the  exemption  include 
public  service  properties,  bank 
stocks  and  credit  assessments  on  pre- 
miums written  in  Louisiana  by  in- 
surance companies  and  loan  and  fi- 
nance companies. 

To  require  a  local  vote  to  approve 
any  new  gambling  in  a  parish  (HB  2, 1  st 
Special  Session). 

•  This  is  one  component  of  the  much 
debated  "local  option"  issue  for  new 
forms  of  gambling. 

Nov.  5, 1996: 

To  prohibit  public  retirement  for 
part-time  public  officials  such  as  legisla- 
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tors,  school  board  members,  police  ju- 
rors, parish  council,  city  council  and 
city /parish  council  members,  and  oth- 
ers (HB  15, 1st  Special  Session). 

•  This  is  to  prevent  part-time  public  of- 
ficials from  receiving  public  retire- 
ment benefits. 

To  allow  the  Legislature  to  prohibit 
or  limit  the  sale  to  and  the  purchase,  pos- 
session or  consumption  of  alcoholic  bev- 
erages by  person  under  the  age  of  21  (SB 
125, 1st  Special  Session)*. 

•  This  clarifies  the  issue  that  bars 
could  sell  but  persons  under  21 
could  not  buy  alcoholic  beverages. 
To  authorize  municipalities  and  par- 
ishes to  donate  abandoned  or  blighted 
housing  to  nonprofit  organizations  (SB 
175, 1st  Special  Session). 

•  This  is  to  encourage  housing  devel- 
opment in  an  effort  to  keep  blighted 
areas  from  becoming  drug  havens. 
To  allow  the  Legislature  to  enact 

sales  tax  exemptions  that  apply  at  the 
local  level,  the  state  level  or  both  (SB  25, 
Regular  Session). 

•  This  Constitutional  amendment  is  to 
maintain  uniformity  of  the  tax  struc- 
ture throughout  the  state.  Hypotheti- 
cally,  if  sugar  was  given  an  exemp- 
tion for  sales  tax  on  farm  equipment 
at  the  state  level,  but  a  parish  wanted 
to  assess  a  sales  tax  for  the  equip- 
ment, the  legislature  could  overturn 
the  assessed  tax  at  the  local  level. 

The  following  Statewide  Referen- 
dum will  be  voted  on  this  fall*. 
Nov.  5. 1996 

Local  option  referendum  to  continue 
forms  of  gambling  now  authorized  for 
parish  (HB  7, 1st  Special  Session).  This  is 
another  component  of  the  "local  op- 
tion". 

*Will  not  appear  on  the  ballot  if  the  Loui- 
siana Supreme  Court  upholds  the  valid- 


ity of  Act  639  of  1995  which  prohibits  any 
person  under  21  years  of  age  to  purchase 
or  have  public  possession  of  any  alco- 
holic beverages. 

*  *Public  Affairs  Research  Council  of 
Louisiana,  Inc. 

Sean  M.  Prados,  born  and  raised  in  "sugar 
country,"  and  currently  a  resident  of 
Thibodaux,  recently  joined  Spradley  & 
Spradley  as  an  Associate. 


Attention  Farmers! 

For  Sale 

1989  John  Deere 

690D  Excavator 

Only  3,925  hours  use. 

Good  condition.  $47,000 

Call  (504)  651-2736 


Maclean  Land  Services  Inc. 

Ms 

Operating,  managing  and  consulting      fwiry 
on  land,  agricultural  and/or  mineral 
matters  since  1970. 


Phone  (504)  868-4963  •  Fax  (504)  851-6951 
P.O.  Box  3620  •  Houma,  LA  70361 

Paul  Maclean,  President 
Licensed  Louisiana  Real  Estate  Broker 


Croomate 


JEANERETTE,  LA. 
Hwy.  182  West 
(318)276-5051 


THIBODAUX,  LA. 

805  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

(504)447-4081 

NEW  ROADS,  LA. 
Hwys.415&44 
Patin  Dyke  Road 
(504)638-8343 
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Bayou  Service  Co.  Inc 


Edward  Pommier 
(318)229-6800 


Gil  Pommier 
(318)229-8136 


Kane  Karts  and  Planters  Aids 


"4ft* 


Kane  Kart  Parts 

Tires 

Oil  &  Grease 

Welding  Service 

Fertilizers 

and 
Chemicals 


1105  Boutte  Rd.        Loreauville,  LA        (318)  229-6415 


I 1 

SPECIAL  BICENTENNIAL  EDITION  OF  "FROM  THE  SUGAR  BOWL" 

copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $  16.95, 


Please  send  me 

plus  $1.27  tax  (7.5%),  and  $3.78  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $22.00. 


The  total  I  am  sending 
for  my  complete  order  is 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.s) 

Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 
107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


SPECIAL   VOLUME   PRICES   AVAILABLE   UPON   REQUEST 


J 
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NEW  JOHN  DEERE  7000  TEN  S 


Carry  up  to  500  gallons  with 
over  40  inches  of  crop  clearance 


New  John  Deere  7210  and  7410 
Hi'Crop  Tractors  are  up  to  almost 
any  task  in  cane.  Outfitted  with 
500-gallon  spray  capacity  and  up 
to  a  60-foot  boom,  they  move 
down  beds  with  over  40  inches 
of  crop  clearance. 

More  than  just  a  sprayer,  you 
also  get  a  95-  or  105-hp  high-torque 


John  Deere  tractor  for  tillage  work, 
cultivating,  and  your  other  jobs. 

Lift  more  than  4  tons  with  the 
Category  3  hitch  and  MFWD  option, 
and  adjust  treads  from  60  to  88  inches 
wide  on  either  model.  There's  even  a 
12-speed  creeper  transmission  option. 

To  see  what  else  these  tractors 
are  up  to,  see  your  John  Deere  dealer. 


VISIT  YOUR  JOHN  DEERE  DEA 


Bayou  Tractor  Co.  Hi  Crop  Tractor  Co. 

Franklin,  LA  New  Iberia,  LA 

(3 1 8)  828- 1 332  (3 1 8)  365-6667 

Melancon  Equipment  Inc.      The  Miller  &  Penniman  Co.     Sunshine  Equipment  Co 
Lafayette,  LA  New  Roads,  LA  Donaldsonvillc,  LA 

(3 1 8)  233-8645  (504)  638-485 1  (504)  473-986 1 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.  Quality  Equipment  Co. 

Thibodaux,  LA  Kaplan,  LA 

(504)  446-5061  (318)  643-2249 


■      ; 

CLASS 

I  F  I  E  D 

s 

FOR  SALE: 

1989  S-32  CAMECO  2- 

FOR  SALE: 

1987  CAMECO  2-row 

row,  split  chain  control, 

Cane  Cutter;  Motor 

piler  extension, 

Grader;  CAT  12;  Reynolds 

excellent  condition  - 

9  yard  dirt  pan.  Call  (504) 

$75,000.  Call  John 

694-3431  or  (504)  937- 

Robert  at  (504)  673- 

0318  (mobile). 

4583  or  (504)  233-0002 

(pager). 

FOR  SALE: 

1986  Single  Row 
Broussard  Cutter  w/JD 

FOR  SALE: 

4  Single-axle  Transfer 

Engine,  Good  Shape.  Call 

Loader  Wagons  - 

(504)  369-7349. 

$1,500ea.  Call  Junior 

Schexnayder  at  (504) 

FOR  SALE: 

Thompson  4-wheel  drive 

562-7539  (shop)  or 

Field  Loader,  has  chain 

(504)  647-6877  (home). 

piler  and  ditch  cleaning 
attachment.  Redone  after 

FOR  SALE: 

1-rowBroussard  Cutter 

'95  harvest.  Field  Ready  - 

with  a/c,  cab,  hydraulic 

$15,000.  Call  (318)  879- 

motors,  and  pumps 

2698  or  (318)  945-4089. 

redone  after  1995 

harvest.  New  tires  & 

FOR  SALE: 

3-12'  Davis  Planter  Aids; 

Ready  to  cut.  Call  (318) 

r\r\  a     a  c\  a  my 

2  Transloader  Wagons;  2 

394-4817. 

sets  of  Davis  Axles.  Call 
(318)  879-7932  (shop)  or 

FOR  SALE: 

CAMECO  S-30 
Harvester,  low  hours,  4- 

(318)  879-2494  (home). 

wheel  drive,  great 

FOR  SALE: 

1970  lnt'1  Truck  1600 

shape.  CAMECO 

Series  with  Grain  Bed. 

Loader,  mounted  on 

Field  Ready.  Tandem 

856  IH  tractor.  THOMP- 

axles. $1,800.00.  Call 

SON  Drum  Planter, 

(318)  394-4146.  Allen 

dual  axle.  HUSKY 

Oubre,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

Transloader,  truck 

70582 

mounted.  Call  (504) 

446-7873. 

^y^UISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

OC^  WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Canel 

Call  (800)  349-3440  for  a  quote 


23 


L  .¥%  w 


I "( 1 


>:*%    ..   I  ...         P* 


for 


For  Sale 


r 


* !? 

':* iiP 

M 


illu  FOMrSiilii  Fen Sale  For  S. is  For  Sail 

lie  F6r-  .-•'■,•-&•:;■  Far  Salt  Fir  Sail 

rcir  s             5;  \:  sab  r;-    i|  For  Sail 

.  ■  i;;  :-;..;■  ;:>::  :*,:  ;  ...  Sale  For  Sail 

Stand  Out. 

Sell  your  equipment 
in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  today 
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Call  (504)  448-3707 

to  place  Your  ad  *n 
The  Sugar  Bulletin 


Mailing  List  Update 

□  Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the  front  cover. 

□  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  Please  remove  my 
name  from  your  mailing  list. 

Name 


Address 


City State Zip 

Mail  to:  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

P.  O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


Commercial  Members 

OF  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CASE  IH 

P.  O.  Box  171818,  Memphis,  TN  38187-1818 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

The  Cropmate  Company 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier,  Suite  1300,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Pleasant  Hill  Auction  &  Realty 

115  V's  Lane,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  12014,  Research  Triangle  Park,  NC  2770 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Scott  Construction  Equipment 

P.  O.  Box  340,  Broussard,  LA  70518 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 


